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PREFACE. 


jT"  is  neither  out  of  a  Dejtre  to  prepof- 
fefs  the  Reader  in  Favour  of  the  fol- 
lowing Sheets^  nor  yet  meerly  to  com* 
fly  with  a  Ceremofiy  which  Cuflom 
hath  long  confirm'* d^  a  Poijtt  of  good 
Breeding  between  an  Awthor  and  his  Readers^  that 
I  prefix  a  Preface  to  thefe  Travels.  Two  Rea- 
fins  determined  me  thereto^  Firfl^  that  the  can- 
did Perufer  might  receive  all  the  Satisfaction  in 
my  Power ^  as  to  the  Gentleman  who  wrote  this  Book ; 
md  Secondly  J  that   I  might  clear  my f elf  from  any 
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Charge  of  Impertinence  or  want  of  Circumfpe^iion^ 
in  giving  to  the  World  the  private  Papers  d/  a  Per- 
fon  long  fince  deceafed^  who  as  he  chofe  to  live  un- 
known^ might  well  he  fuppofed  to  have  wifhed  after 
Deaths  that  he  might  he  forgotten. 

^HE  firfl  Scenes  of  this  Gentleman^ s  Life  are 
fo  accurately  defcrihed  hy  his  own  Pen^  that  it  would 
he  not  only  needlefs^  hut  impertinent  in  me  to  fay 
my  ^hing  of  them  here.  After  his  Return  to  Eng- 
land he  fettled  as  a  Merchant^  not  fo  much  with  a 
View  to  Profit.,  as  to  keep  his  noughts  emplofd^ 
being  equally  an  Ene'iny  tOy  and  ineapaUe  of  hearing. 
Jdlenefs,  His  great  Abilities  and  his  Experience^ 
drawn  both  from  Reading  and  'Travel^  gained  him 
Tiot  only  the  Acquaintance.,  hut  an  Intimacy  with  fe- 
*Deral  Perfons  of  Bifiin^ion^  which  he  the  more  eaftly 
maintained.,  hecaufe  his  own  Circumflances  were  eafy, 
and  fo  he  had  no  Occafton.,  as  in  himfelf  he  had  no 
Will  to  trouble  them  for  Favours.  Befides  thefe ' 
Friends  at  Home^  our  Author  kept  up  a  conflant 
end  general  Correfpondence  with  Perfons  of  Learn- 
ings as  well  as  Bufinefs  abroad^  of  which  he  pre- 
ferved  an  exa5f  Journal,  and  caufed  all  their  Letters 
to  he  fair  copied.  This  Mariner  of  employing  his 
Time  the  Reader  will  perceive  he  took  up  early.,  ani 
he  continued  it  {as  I  believe  moH  Men  da  whatever 
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pkafes  them  in  their  Youth)  the  heft  Part  of  his 
Life.  His  Writings  were  therefore  always  held  va^ 
luahle  '  by  his  Relatiofis^  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
the  Accefs  I  have  had  to  them^  and  would  willingly 
make  them  more  ample  Acknowledgments^  if  I  were 
■not  reftrained  hy  their  exprefs  Commands,  The 
JLeave  they  have  given  me  to  tranfcribehis  Memoirs^ 
■being  founded  only  in  a  generous  Defire  of  rendering 
'  Service  to  the  Puhlick^  and  not  out  of  any  Vanity 
whatfoever, 

WHEN  Mr.  Brown  grew  pretty  far  in  Tears^ 
he  retired  into  the  Country  for  his  Healthy  and  lived 
fome  where  in  the  Vicinity  of  Buxton-Wells,  whence 
many  of  his  loft  Letters  are  dated,  and  where  it 
appears  that  he  reviewed  all  his  Papers,  He  came 
afterwards  up  to  London  on  fome  particular  Buji- 
nefs^  and  being  furprized  by  a  Pleuretick  Fever,  died 
in  the  Winter  of  1 704.  He  left  a  confiderable  Sum 
of  'Money  behind  him  to  fome  diftant  Relations  Qf 
his  own^  and  his  Wife^s,  having  had  no  Children^ 
He  was  always  efteemed  a  Man  of  great  Modefty  in 
his  Difpofttion,  extremely  moderate  in  his  Sentiment Sy 
a  Ffieyid  to  Lem'ning,  without  affecting  to  be  learned^ 
fincerely  piouf,  without  any  I'in^ure  of  Bigotry,  and 
fo  little  inclined  to  Party,  that  I  am  not  able  ta 
learn  to  which  Side  he  leaned  ;  even  in  thofe  Times 
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when  almofi   every  Man  ranged  himfelf  with  the 
Whigs,  or  with  the  Tories. 

As  to  the  Publication  of  thefe   Travels ^  it  will 
appear  from  the  firft  Pages  of  them^  that  the  Au- 
thor had  it  710 1  abfolutely  in  View  to  hinder  their  fee- 
ing the  Light.     On  the  contrary^  he  either  had  fome 
Thoughts  of  puhlifJding  them  himfelf^  thd*  perhaps  in 
another  Drefs,  or  he  had  Forefight  enough  to  apprehend 
that  they  would  one  Day  find  a  Reader ^who  zvould  think 
it  unjufi  to  delight  himfelf  with  the  perufal  of  them^ 
■without  defiring  to  communicate  that  Delight   to  his 
Countrymen.     It  is  plain  therefore^  that  in  commit- 
ting  this  Volume  to  the  Prefs^  I  have  not  violated  the 
Will  of  the  Dead.     As  to  the  Merit  of  the  Work 
itfelf.,  1  apprehend  it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf     It  is 
full   of   very   entertaining   Relations^    curious  Re- 
xfearches  into  Hifloryy   as   well  private  as  publick^ 
and   abounds    with    Difcoveries    in     thofe    Places 
where  they   are   leafl  expe5led.      As   to  the   Lan^ 
guage  it  is  very  natural  and  intelligible^  tho*  alto- 
gether artlefs  and  unaffected,     Mr.  Brown  meant 
to  draw  the  Pictures  of  himfelf  and  of  other  Men, 
as  like  as  he  could,  and  not  with   thofe  fine  Strokes 
and  agreeable  Touches  which  delight  us  fo  much  in 
French  Memoirs^  and  in  Courtly  Panegyrics, 

THE 
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THE  feveral  Pajfages  in  this  Book  relating  t§ 
Englilh  Affairs^  may  not  only  he  depended  on  as 
Fa5fSy  but  iL'itb  refpe5l  to  their  Circumjiances  alfo^ 
may  he  fafely  regarded  as  impartial  Narrations,  fal- 
ling from  the  Pen  of  a  Man  altogether  void  of  Par- 
ty. The  Author  as  he  left  his  Country  young,  and 
'Without  having  addicted  himfelf  to  any  Fa5iion,  fo 
from  thofe  with  whom  he  converfed  abroad,  it  is  very 
evident  he  acquired  full  SatisfaSiion,  that  the  Bigots 
of  all  Parties  were  either  Slaves  to  their  Pafftons  or 
their  Inter ejls  ;  and  therefore  as  Men  vifibly  mijledy 
were  leafi  of  all  fit  to  lead  others.  Hence  without 
Doubt  it  came  to  pafs,  that  he  contracted  that  cool- 
nefs  and  moderation  which  difiinguifhes  all  his  Ac- 
counts  of  Things,  from  thofe  we  have  already  had^ 
and  fets  them  in  fuch  a  Light,  as  leaves  the  Reader 
no  jufi  Ground  to  doubt,  that  it  is  the  true  one, 

ALL  the  concife  Memoirs  of  Perfons  of  Di- 
ftin^ion  which  are  inferted  in  his  Work,  are  penned 
with  much  Impartiality,  and  exhibit  nothing  to  the 
Reader's  View,  but  what  tends  to  his  Information 
and  InJiruSfion.  They  are  not  indeed  very  regular 
or  conformable  to  thofe  Rules  which  of  late  Tears 
have  been  efiahlifhed  in  Biography,  but  they  are 
plenfant  and  natural  \  they  come  in  pertinently,  are 

told 
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told  with  Spirity  and  are  generally  concluded  %vith 
tifeful  Reflexions.  This  was  a  faflnonahle  Method 
of  writing  in  the  lafi  Age^  and  a  Method  which 
needs  no  Excufe  to  be  made  for  it  in  this^  zvhereiny 
if  we  have  learned  to  compofe  with  greater  Accu-^ 
facy  and  neatnefs^  we  have  perhaps  loft  fomething  of 
that  mafculine  Vigour  which  is  difcernaUe  in  the 
Characters  drawn  by  former  Writers,  While  I 
am  on  this  Subjc5f^  I  cannot  forbear  obferving^ 
that  the  Account '  he  has  given  us  of  the  Italian 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  is  alone  fufficient  to 
make  the  Book  valuable.  I  remember  that  in  the 
Tear  171 8,  when  it  was  faid  that  an  unfortunate 
Italian  Marquifs  was  lineally  defended  from  that  fa- 
mous Duke  who  made  fuch  a  Figure^  in  the  Courts 
of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  and  from  the 
no  lefs  famous  Earl  of  Leiceflier,  the  firft  of 
^ieen  Elizabeth' j  Favourites ;  /  fay^  I  remember 
when  this  zvas  talked  of^  it  was  looked  on  as  a  Fa- 
ble^ and  many  believed  it  a  Story  invented  to  do 
Honour  to  a  certain  Family.  From  this  Author  it 
appears  not  only  that  the  FaEl  was  true^  but  there 
arc  alfo  a  multitude  of  other  Fa£ls  ajjmbled,  rela- 
ting to  the  fame  F^^-mily^  which  I  believe  are  not 
to  be  met  with  any  where  elfe.  The  colleCfing  all 
thefe  fciitter'd  M^moirs^  was  certainly  an  Act  of 
■virtuGUs  Corapaffwn.,  ftnce  the  IJoife  of  Dudley  zvas 

then 
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then  in  no  Condition  to  repay  him^  or  any  other 
M^^  fo^  Civilities  of  this  fort ;  neither  does  it  ap- 
pear^ that  he  compiled  this  Account  with  any  other 
View  than  to  fatisfy  his  intimate  Friends  as  to  the 
State  of  this  once  illujlrious  Family^  and  to  wipe 
away  that  Afperfion  which  the  ignorant  had  thrown 
on  the  unhappy^  hy  intimating  that  thefe  Dukes 
were  of  their  own  making, 

^H  E  Defcriptions  he  has  given  us  of  France, 
Italy,  Malta,  Egypt,  &c,  are  fuch  as  fhew  that 
the  Genius  and  Difpofttion  of  the  People  made  as 
firong  an  Imprejfion  on  him^  as  the  natural  or  artiji^ 
cial  Wonders  of  their  refpe5five  Countries,     He  is 
equally  an  Admirer  of  Men  and  Things^  examines 
both  candidly^  and  wherever  he  can  he  fufpe^fed  of 
erring^  it  is  on  the  right  Side,     He  had  it  feems^  a 
great  Delight  in  colleSfing  fcattered  Pieces  of  Hijtory 
of  all  forts ^  and  was  as  well  pleafed  to  contemplate 
the  Steadinefs  and  folid  Prudence  of  a  Dutch  Skipper^ 
as  the  wonderful  variety  of  Adventures  which  have 
happened  to  Princes^  puhlick  Minijlers  or  FavouriteSy 
of  which  however  we  find  Inflames  i?i  his  Writings, 
I  know  it  may   he  ohje£fed^  that  we  have  already 
many  particular  Accounts  of  Egypt,  hut  this  has  fo 
little  to  do  with  the  prefent  Affair^  that  I  am  pofitive 
if  w^  did  not  knovo  from  their  'titles  that  the  Ac- 
counts 
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counts  we  already  have^  relate  to  the  fame  Country  of 
which  Mr,  Brown  fpeaks^  we  Jhould  fcarce  difcern 
it  from  the  Comparifon  of  their  Contents^  as  I  could 
eqfily  floeWy  if  it  were  not  for  anticipating  the  Rea- 
ders Pleafure, 

THE  intelligent  Reader  may  poffihly  wonder^^ 
after  turning  over  thefe  Sheets y  that  he  finds  in  them 
no  particular  Account  of  the  Antiquities  in  the  Up- 
per Egypt,  which  our  Author  had  fu^ch  an  Op- 
portunity of  defcribing^  and  delivering  his  Opinion 
upon, .  ffo_ohviate  this^  I  mufl  inform  hi  my  that  our 
Author  wrote  a  difiin5f_  Treatife  on  this  Suhje£ly  ad- 
drejfed  to  a  Perfon  of  Diflhil^ion  in  France,  and 
that  after  his  Return  into  .Europe,  he  illujlrated  it 
with  very  ^urims  NoteSy  and  many  flotations  from 
the  Ancients  \  and  that  he  disjoined  it  from  his 
Travels^  hccaufe  its  Length  would  too  much  have  in-- 
icrrupied  theWy  and  on  Account  of  its  relating  to  a 
learned  Suhjc^,  and  was  therefore  intended  to  be 
made  a  Part  of  a  Volume  of  MifcellanieSy  which  he 
had  a^ually  made  ready  for  the  Prefs.  So  much  of 
this  Suhje^  however  as  was  neceJJ'ary  to  explain  the 
ftveral  Topics  on  which  he  treats  in  this  Booky  is 
mterfperfed  in  proper  Places ,  for  tho*  he  made  it 
his  Practice  to  write  difiin5l  Treatifes  on  important 
Ileadsy  ret  he  very  feldcm-  refers  hither  and  thithery 

being 
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being  fuch  a  Friend  to  Method^  that  he  never  thought 
any  Time  loft  which  was  employed  in  making  a  ^ing 
perfpicuous,  I  have  Reafon  to  believe,  that  befides 
what  will  be  found  in  this  Book  relating  to  the  Ari 
of  Medicine  as  -praEiifed  by  the  Egyptians,  Joe 
wrote  alfo  a  more  large  and  di5lin5i  Treatife  of  Chy- 
rurgical  Operations,  which  in  all  Probability  is  loft ; 
but  there  is  ft  ill  remainijig  among  his  Papers  a  fort 
of  Egyptian  Difpenfatory,  whether  written  by  him- 
felf  or  tranfcribed  from  the  Works  of  any  Author, 
I  am  not  Judge  enough  of  the  Matter  to  determine. 
More  I  could  fay  as  to  other  Things  of  a  like  Na- 
ture, but  as  they  have  no  very  ftri5i  Connexion  with 
the  Points  I  propofe  to  explain  in  this  Preface,  I 
Jhall  not  fwell  it  by  expatiating  on  them  here, 

SUCH  Pieces  of  Natural  Hiftory  as  are  here 
and  there  interfperfed  in  this  Work,  as  they  come  in 
pertinently,  fo  they  are  penned  with  great  CircumfpeC'- 
tion,  our  Author  always  affeEiing  the  middle  Track, 
and  being  alike  afraid  of  deviating  into  Credulity  on 
the  one  hand,  or  into  a  fupercilicus  Infidelity  on  the 
other.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  has  relied  much 
on  Authority  in  what  he  delivers  of  this  fort,  and 
that  whenever  he  does  do  fo,  he  gives  fair  Warn- 
ing to  the  Reader  to  prevent  the  placing  of  other  Men^s 
Miftakes  to  his  Account,     A  necejjary  Precaution 

this^ 
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this^  fmcc  not  only  unlearned  'Travellers^  but  eveit 
Slen  of  deep  Readings  and  tolerahle  Underftanding^ 
have  erred  grojly  in  this  Particular^  the  former 
thinking  they  had  travelled  to  no  Purpofe^  if  thereby 
ihey  had  not  acquired  a  Ucence  to  relate  all  they 
'beard,  as  confidently  as  all  they  faw  -,  the  latter  fo 
'intoxicated  with  the  hove  of  the  AntientSy  that  to 
fnpport  a  Paffage  in  Herodotus,  to  juftify  a  Fa^  re- 
lated by  Diodorus,  or  to  make  good  fomewhat  in 
■plinyV  Natural  Hiilory,  take  a  great  deal  of  iin^ 
iieceffary  Pains,  and  not  only  give  a  wrong  Biafs  to 
their  Thoughts,  hut  which  is  fiill  more  extraordi- 
nayy  to  their  Eye  Sight  ;  fo  ftrongly  are  they  pof- 
fejfed  with  a  Defire  of  beholding  Things  not  as  they 
are,  hut  as  they  were  in  the  Times  of  fhofe  ancient 
Writers,  or  rather  as  they  were  reprefented  to  them, 
and  on  that  Account  by  them  to  their  Readers.  But 
tho^  our  Author  had  read,  and  very  much  efieemed 
the  Ancients,  yet  he  did  not  idolize  them,  for  which 
he  certainly  deferves  Commendation,  I  fnight  fay 
fomewhat  in  Favour  of  that  Accuracy  and  Perfpicuity 
with  which  all  his  Accounts  of  Natural  Things  are 
written ,  but  that  I  think  would  be  prejudging  the 
Reader,  and  might  -poffibly  prejudice  the  Author,  ra- 
ther than  do  him  good  \  I  fid  all  therefore  pafs  this 
by,  and  proceed  to  another  remarkable  Head. 

THE: 
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^H  E  Pajfages  relating  to  Chemiftry^  or  rather 
tt>  Alchimy  in  the  following  Book,  deferve  parti- 
cular Notice.  It  was  the  darling  Folly  of  the  loft  Age^ 
and  of  many  Ages  preceding  it,  there  zvas  fcarce  a 
Monafiery  in  England  which  had  not  its  Qhermfi  ; 
and  in  Germany  the  Hummir  was  Jiill  flronger^ 
infomitch  that  there  were  yiot  only  many  Pretenders 
to  the  Philofopher'* s  Stone,  I  mean  Men  who  pre- 
tended to  have  the  Pojfeffion  of  it,  hut  they  alfo  de- 
"vifed  fo  7nany  Methods  for  fe curing  their  own  Re- 
putation, that  there  are  vc7y  Numbers,  and  thofe  not 
unintelligent  People,  who  fliU  believe  that  the  grand 
Secret  was  known  to  and  pra^ifed  by  fever al  of 
thefe  German  Monks.  Eveiy  Body  htows^  that 
this  Enthufiaflic  Notion  prevailed  fo  ftrongly  here^ 
that  it  was  found  yieceffayy  to  make  a  Law  to  pre- 
vent fuch  pernicious  Pra^ices  as  Men  were  found 
id  run  into  under  Pretence  of  the  Multiplication  of 
Gold.  In  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  the  fam$ 
Notions  turned  the  Heads  of  many,  and  that  they 
were  not  confined  within  the  Bounds  of  Europe, 
the  Reader  will  fijid  abundant  Proofs  in  the  follow- 
ing Sheets.  As  to  our  Author  himfelf,  he  appears 
in  this  Work  to  have  been  quite  an  Infidel  with  Re.. 
Jpe^  to  the  Doctrine  of  Tranfmutation  ;  for  though 
on  Account  of  certain  Reafons  which  he  mentions^ 

he 
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Ife  delivers   bis  Sentiments  cautioujly^    and  in  foft 

'Terms,   yet    7tothing   can  be  more   apparent^    than 

that  he  looked  upon  all  the  pompous  Pretences  of  the 

Alchymift,  either  as  unmeaning  Rapfodies,  or  down 

right  Delufions.     'This  he  did  not  from  any  Prejudice, 

hut  from  the   Knowledge   he  had  had  both  of  the 

Theory  and   Pra^ice    of  this  Art,  in  Favour  of 

which  he  has  infer  ted  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Rea- 

fins  why  Tranfmutation  may  be  accounted  probable, 

which  as  fome  intelligent  Perfons  have  informed  me 

is  an  excellent  Piece,     His  want  of  Belief  there^ 

fore  proceeded  from  Defeat   in   the  Evidence,  and 

from  nothing  elfe  -,  and  confequently  though  the  Friends 

of  this  Science  may   believe  him  in  the  wrong,  yet 

they  mufi  impute   the  Error  not  to  his  Will,  but  ta 

his  Judgment, 

ABOUT  the  Tear  1692,  he  wrote  a  pretty^ 
large  Treatife  exprefly  on  this  Subje^,  at  the  Requeft 
(irS  itfhould  feem,  of  fome  P  erf  on  of  very  great  Bif 
ti7i5lion,  who  had  his  Head  turned  this  Way,  and 
who  was  mightily  pleafed  with  our  Author"* s  Con- 
verfation  on  the  Subje^.  In  this  Treatife  he  does  not 
feem  to  have  altered  his  Opinion,  or  at  leaf  very  ma- 
terially,  for  having  frft  explained  the  Nature  of 
Metdls,  and  the  Reafons  for  and  againft  Tranfmuta- 
tion, he  then  proceeds  to  a  mcfl  copious  Hiftory  of  all 

thi 
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^he  Pojfejfors  and  reputed  Pofjejfors  of  the  Philo- 
fofhefs  Stone  in  all  Ages^  and  in  all  Parts  of  the 
Worldy  including  an,  Account  of  the  Roficrucians,  or 
illuminated  Brethren,  He  likewife  mentions^  where 
th^  occur,  the  Ohje5fions  which  had  been  made  to 
the  Credibility  of  any  of  thefe  Hiftories.  ^his  is  the 
mofi  finijhed  Piece  which  remains  in  my  Power,  and 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  is  not  the  original 
^reatife,  hut  a  fair  Copy  from  it,  there  being  no  . 
Amendments  or  Interlineations,  whence  it  is  pojfibk 
there  may  be  other  Copies  of  it.  Our  Author  con- 
dudes  nothing  therein,  he  contents  himfelf  withjla- 
ting  the  Fa5i^  and  Reafons  on  both  Sides^ 
leaving  the  Judgment  to  the  Perfon  to  whom  the 
Treatife  is  addrejfed.  It  is  however  my  private  Sen-- 
timent,  that  by  this  'Time  he  inclined  to  believe  tha$ 
^ranfmutation  was  po£ible  and  pra^icable,  but  that 
there  was  little  hopes  of  being  able  to  render  it  profit 
table,  I  confefs  I  have  gone  a  little  out  of  my  Road^ 
but  the  Sight  of  fo  curious  a  Building  may  poffibly  ex- 
€ufe  me^  and  even  oblige  my  Reader,  efpecially  fince  1 
have  not  detarned  him  long  -,  but  having  juji  fhewn 
him  a  ProfpeEi  of  the  Edifice,  returned  again  into 
the  beaten  Track, 

I  have  now  difcharged  my  Duty  as  an  Editor,  and 
if  the  following  Piece  is  fo  happy  as  to  meet  with  a 
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good  Reception  (as  I  doubt  not  it  will)  I  jhall  con- 
Jider  it  as  an  Obligation  laid  upon  me^  to  publijh  the 
irealifes  which  made  up  the  reft  of  the  Volume  I  co- 
pied. At  prefent  they  are  Curioftties^  and  they  will 
be  always  fo^  unlefs  by  this  Means  I  fhould  gain  an 
Opportunity  of  making  them  of  general  life.  But 
this  depends  upon  the  Publick^  and  ta  the  Publick  I 
therefore  leave  it. 
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HEN  Men  write  the  Hiftory  of  their 
own  Lives,  Vanity,  whatever  Colour 
may  be  pretended,  is  generally  at  the 
Bottom  the  real  Motive.  The  Tender- 
nefs  we  have  for  our  felves,  unfatisfied 
with  extending  as  far  as  the  Grave,  often  preifes  thofe 
who  have  the  Capacity  of  Writing,  to  transfer  it  alfo  to 
their  Memory  3  and  like  Horace^  to  erett  Monuments  to 
tiiemfelves  beyond  the  reach  of  Rage  or  Time.  Ptr- 
haps  I  may  my  felf  be  governed  by  that  foolifh  Self  fond- 
nefs  in  what  I  am  now  writing,  or  at  leaft  it  may  pafs 
for  fuch,  amongil  critical  Judges,  if  thefe  Sheets  fliould 
ever  tranfgrefs  the  boundaries  of  a  Clofet,  and  thruft 
themfelves  am^ongft  the  numerous  Lives,  Hiftories  and 
Travels,  which  are  daily  fent  from  ihe  Prefs,  into  the 
World. 
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But  if  I  am  in  any  Degree  acquainted  with  the  Se- 
crets of  my  own  Breaft,  this  Work  is  compofed  from  very 
different  Inducements.      The  Heart  of  Man,  is  hardly 
open  to  himfelF,  and  perhaps  moft  People  will  find  it  as 
hard  to  account  for  the  true  Motives  of  their  own  Adions, 
as  fome  Hillorians  make  it,  to  judge  of  thofe  of  Princes. 
My  Cuftom  throughout  my  Life  has  been,  to  preferve 
in  a  Diary ^  not  only  my  Adions,  and  the  Occurences 
which   have  happened  to  me,   but  even  the  Thoughts 
and  Reflexions  they  occafioned,  at  the  Time  when  they 
befell  me.  Thefe  Papers,  which  compofed  for  the  moft  Part 
the  bulk  of  my  Library,  through  all  my  Travels,  are  now 
fwollen  to  a  large  Compafs,  and  as  I  am  happily  arrived  at 
lafl  at   that  Haven  of  Reft,  which   through  fo  many- 
Climates  I  have  been  purfuing,  I  judged  it  proper  to  put 
them  in  Order  for  my  own  Ufe ;  not  I  confefs  without 
fome  View  to  their  advantaging  Others,  if  the  impartial 
and  candid  Picture  I  draw  of  human  Nature  be  capable 
of  doing  Service.      As  it  is,  I  fhall  leave  it  behind  me, 
to  perifli  or  to  be  preferved,  as  the  Order  of  Things  fhall 
happen,    and  without  farther  Preface,   proceed  to  it's 
Materials. 

On  the  29th  of  Aprils  1641,  the  fame  Day  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  voted  the  Earl  Oi  Strafford  guilty  of  High-Trea- 
fon^  I  was  born  at  a  Village  Q2}^^Cottenham^  in  Cambridge- 
"Jhire.  My  Father  was  a  Gentleman  of  about  300  Pounds 
per  Ann.  fome  of  which  lay  in  the  Ijle  of  Ely^  and  the 
reft  in  LincolnJJnre,  As  my  Parents  had  no  other  Children 
but  my  felf,  they  were  exceedingly  careful  of  my  Edu- 
cation, and  efpecially  took  care  to  inftill  in  me  while 
Young,  the  Principles  of  the  Chrijiian  Religion ;  but  with 
Refpedt  to  particular  Opinions,  I  was^  by  the  Confent  of 
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them  both,  left  at  greater  Liberty,  becaufe  my  Father 
was  much  in  thofe  Sentiments,  called  the  Puritanical, 
and  my  Mother  on  the  Contrary,  who  was  the  Daugh- 
ter of  a  Knight^  whofe  Name  was  Brown^  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  Archbifhop  Laud» 

My  Father  being  himfelf  well  skill'd  in  the  Greek 
and  Latin  Tongues,  as  having  been  for  fome  Years  bred 
up  in  the  Family  of  the  Lord  Leapington,  kept  me  under 
his  own  Tuition,  'till  I  was  between  twelve  and  thirteen 
Years  old,  when  he  fent  me  to  London  to  Mr.  Wm,  Taylor, 
a  Minifter  of  great  Learning,  then  much  follow^ed  and 
admired.     I  came  to  Town  the  fame  Day  that  the  famous 
John  Lilburn  was  tried  and  acquitted  :  And  though  then 
a  Boy,  yet  being  never  put  out  of  the  Room  when  my 
Tutor  received  Company,  or  left  at  Home  when  he 
Went  to  make  a  Vilit,  I  obferved  a  great  many  Things 
which  made  Impreflions  fo  ftrong  upon  me,  as  were  not 
for  many  Years  after  to  be  worn  out.     Being  upvi^ards  of 
Seventeen  at  the  Deceafe  of  the  Protedlor  Oliver,  with 
whom  my  Father  had  flood  in  high  Favour,  and  under 
whom  he  had  held  OfEces  of  conliJerable  Profit,  I  took 
Notice  of  the  great  Concern  he  expreUed  thereat,  being 
fenfible  alfo  that  it  much  haftened  his  own  yeilding  to 
Fate,   which  was  in  the  QSlobsr  following  of  a  haily 
Confumption. 

My  Mother  breathed  her  lall  about  fix  Months  before, 
and  having  no  Relation  of  any  Nearnefs  left,  except 
my  Mother's  Brother,  who  was  a  Trader  of  confiderable 
Reputation  at  Hull  in  Tork/hire.  Things  too  taking  a 
furprizing  Revolution,  and  making  me,  through  the 
Share  my  Father  had  had  in  certain  publick  TranfaCtions, 
cbnoxious  to  the  Perfons  then  coming  into  Power,  all 
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together  concurred  lirll:  to  throwing  me  into  a  deep  IVle- 
lancholly,  and  next  bringing  me  into  a  fettled  Refolution 
of  quitting  my  native  Country,  in  hopes  that  Time  and 
Travel  might  wear  out  moft  of  thofe  Grievances  which 
then  opprelTed  me.  My  Tutor,  Mr.  Taylor^  who  fur- 
vived  but  a  very  little  Space  after,  at  firil  oppofed  my 
Defign,  but  finding  me  fixed,  gave  me,  in  Writing,  a 
moft  excellent  fet  of  Inflrudlions  for  the  Regulation  of 
my  future  Conduft. 

This  Determination  of  mine  to  quit  England,  was 
about  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  1660 ;  but  Things 
being  then  in  fo  much  Confufion,  that  a  Licence  was 
neceflary  for  every  Perfon  who  would  go  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  there  being  fome  Difficulty  for  me  to  ob- 
tain one,  I  retir'd,  'till  the  Intereft  of  my  Friends  could 
procure  it,  to  a  Gentleman's  Houfe  near  Spalding,  in 
Lincoln/hire,  to  which  I  was  recommended  by  my  good 
Friend  and  Tutor  Mr.  Taylor. 

The  Gentleman  himfelf  was  a  Man  of  the  moft 
agreeable  Difpofition,  had  all  the  Experience  of  a  Life  of 
threefcore  Years,  without  the  leaft  Taint  of  thofe  trouble- 
fome  Humours  which  generally  attend  old  Age.  His 
Family  confifted  of  two  Daughters,  who  lived  at  Home 
with  him ;  his  only  Son,  after  having  been  under  the 
Tuition  of  Mr.  Taylor,  ftudying  then  at  the  Univerfity 
of  Aberdeen,  in  Scotland,  whither  his  Father  had  fent  him 
to  preferve  the  Purity  of  his  Morals.  When  I  firft  came 
down  to  his  Seat,  I  promifed  myfelf  much  Satisfadlion, 
as  well  from  the  Temper  of  the  old  Man  himfelf,  as 
from  the  modeft  and  fweet  Behaviour  of  the  Daughters. 
But  as  all  Things  here  are  uncertain,  and  nothing  more 
fo  than  the  Conjectures  of  human  Underftanding,  io 
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the  Accidents  which  befell  me  here^  added,  to  the  general 
Diiguft  I  had  taken,  a  particular  Source  of  Uneafinefs 
which  neceflarily  required  the  Cure  of  Abfence. 

The  Seat  wherein  we  dwelt,  was  one  of  the  old- 
fafhioned  Stru6tures,  which  appeared  to  be  built  without 
any  other  Rule,  than  the  Inclination  of  its  Founder. 
It  had  abundance  of  good  Rooms,  large  Clofets,  feveral 
Galleries,  and  three  or  four  different  Gardens  round  it, 
as  irregularly  laid  out  as  the  Houfe  was  built.  In  it's 
Front  there  was  a  Rookery^  and  another  very  large  one 
behind  it  beyond  the  Gardens,  near  which  were  feveral 
Fifh-Ponds,  and  on  one  Side  of  themi  a  Warren,  and  on 
the  other  a  thick  Grove.  All  together  it  was  confufed, 
and  yet  agreeable  5  its  Apartments  not  magnificent,  but 
convenient  \  and  the  rural  Ornaments  about  it,  though 
rude  in  their  Difpofition,  did  not  want  their  Beauties. 

The  melancholy  Temper  which  at  that  Time  I  was 
in,  and  to  which  I  have  always  had  a  natural  Tendency, 
inclined  me  perhaps  to  like  this  Place  better  than  I  fhould 
have  done  the  neateft  and  mofl  regular  Building.  There 
was  about  half  a  quarter  of  a  Mile  from  the  Houfe,  a 
long,  llrait,  walk  of  Trees,  which  terminated  at  the 
Church-yard;  hither  I  ufed  frequently  to  refort,  and 
either  divert!  myfelf  with  fome  Book  or  other,  or  elfe 
entertained  my  Thoughts  in  the  undifturbed  Solitude  of 
that  Retirement.  About  three  Weeks  after  my  coming 
into  the  Country,  when  that  civil  ftrangenefs  which  is 
paid  to  a  New-Comer  was  pretty  well  worn  off,  and  the 
Family  treated  me  with  almoft  the  fame  Intimacy  they 
did  each  other,  I  began  to  perceive  that  Mrs.  Lucy^  the 
old  Gentleman's  younger  Daughter,  behaved  towards  me 
with  a  peculiar  Air.     Abundance  of  Circumftances  forc-  d 
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me  to  take  Notice  of  it,  as  well  as  confirmed  me  in  my 
Conjedure,  and  a  ihort  interval  of  Time  very  fully  re- 
vealed it. 

After  Dinner  one  Day,  while  the  old  Gentleman 
went  to  his  Nap,  I  had  taiccn  in  my  Pocket,  Barclaf& 
Euphoi'mioHy  and  ftroled  down  the  folitary  Walk  before 
mentioned.     As  I  was  amufing  myfelf  there  with  the 
Author  I  fpoke  of,  I  perceived  the  young  Lady  fitting  on 
a  little  Bench,  which  was  under  three  old  fpreading  Trees, 
on  a  rifing  Ground,  about  a  Stone's  caft  from  the  Path 
in  which  I  was.      Immediately,    and    almoft  without 
kiiovving  what  I  did,  I  went  up  to  her,  and  with  an  Air 
*of  Freedom,  which  I  very  rarely  afllimed,  took  out  of 
her  Hand  a  Book  which   fhe  was  reading :  She  parted 
■with  it  very  readily,  though  fhe  would  never  receive  it 
afterwards,  and  it  proved  to  be  the  Poems  of  Michael 
-DraytoUy  in  which  fhe  was  reading  the  Letter  of  King 
John  to  Matilda,     This  Interview,  notwithftanding  its 
-fuddennefs,  feemed  not  to  have  occafioned  much  furprize 
on  either  Side  5  the  Lady  managed  her  Share  of  Con- 
verfation  fo  agreeably,  that  though  my  Bofom  neither 
before  nor  Unce  for  any  other  Woman,  ever  felt  any 
Emotions  of  an  amorous  Kind,  yet  I  retired,  after  walk- 
ing with  her  about  two  Hours,   with  a  Heart  fulj  of 
Love. 

The  elder  Siller  whofe  Name  was  Martha^  and  who 
was  about  22  Years  of  Age,  was  a  young  Woman  of 
an  open,  merry  and  generous  Difpofition,  one  who  was 
alv/ays  doing  fomething  which  might  delight  or  do  good 
;..  to  others.  This  Siller  Z.v^t,  who  was  about  four 
Years  younger,  feemed  to  be  of  a  more  referved  Temper, 
flie  fpoke  very  little,  but  when  flic  did,  it  was  with  a 

Sweetnefs 


[7] 

Sweetnefs  which  I  at  leaft  never  obferved  in  any  other 
Woman ;  fhe  afFe61:ed  to  read  much,  was  often  in  her 
Glofet,  and  though  her  Behaviour  in  Company  was  al- 
ways eafy,  yet  fomething  in  her  Countenance  plainly 
ihewed  fhe  was  better  pleafed  when  alone. 

The  old  Gentleman,  when  I  had  been  about _/?;«■ 
Weeks  in  his  Houfe,  informed  me  with  great  Joy,  that 
his  Son  was  fafely  arrived  at  Tork^  and  that  the  Thurfday 
following  he  expedled  him  Home.  He  is  (faid  the  good 
old  Man)  about  three  Years  older  than  you,  and  as  I  fee 
there  is  a  great  Likenefs  in  your  Tempers,  I  promife  my- 
felf  much  fatisfa6lion  from  that  Friendfhip  which  I  fhall 
recommend  to  you  both.  As  you  think  it  will  be  im- 
proper to  make  much  ftir  about  your  Licence  'till  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Spring,  I  hope  we  fhall  all  be  Happy  to- 
gether 'till  that  Time.  I  am  defirous  that  my  Son  Philip 
fhould  alfo  fee  the  World ;  and  if  it  be  convenient  to  you, 
would  have  him  be  the  Companion  of  your  Travels, 
I  exprelTed  the  greateft  refpedl  and  fatisfacflion  at  what 
the  old  Gentleman  had  been  pleafed  to  fay,  and  alTured 
him  that  nothing  could  give  me  greater  Pleafure,  than 
the  being  able  to  do  any  Thing  which  might  be  acceptable 
to  him  or  his  Family. 

Things  flood  thus  when  the  young  Gentleman  ar- 
rived, he  appeared  to  have  made  the  beft  ufe  of  his  Time 
and  of  his  Studies,  having  acquired  all  the  Advantages 
that  could  be  drawn  from  an  Academical  Education^  with- 
out receiving  from  it  the  leall  Stain  of  Pedantry,  or 
feeming  to  have  leaned  in  any  Degree  to  the  other  extream 
in  order  to  avoid  it.  His  own  Virtues  were  fufficient  to 
have  recommended  him  to  my  Efleem  and  Friendfhip^ 
had  he  not  had  an  additional  Title  of  being  Son  to  a 
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Father,  to  whom  I  Hood  To  much  obliged.  Lucia*s 
Amour  and  mine  was  now  fo  far  advanced,  that  I  was 
in  feme  doubt,  whether  to  propofe  a  Marriage  between 
Us,  before,  or  after  my  return  with  her  Brother  from  our 
Travels.  For  Love  had  fo  far  altered  my  Intentions, 
that  I,  who  before  had  refolved  never  to  return  Home 
after  I  had  once  left  the  Englijh  Shore,  now  with  re- 
luctance fuffered  the  very  Thought  of  my  Departure  to' 
enter  my  Mind. 

During  this  Space,  I  received  by  a  fpecial  MelTenger 
an  Account  from  London^  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendotiy 
inftead  of  yeilding  to  my  Friends  requeft  for  a  Licence  for 
me  to  depart  the  Kingdom,  had  declared  that  the  Govern- 
ment ftood  in  great  need  of  certain  Papers  which  were  in 
the  Hands  of  my  Father  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe, 
and  for  which  he  was  refolved  to  queflicn  me,  where 
ever  I  could  be  found.  This  News  augmented  that 
embarrafment  w^hich  from  a  Multitude  of  concurring 
unlucky  Circumflances  I  was  at  that  Time  in  ;  and  of  all, 
none  perplexed  m.e  fo  m.uch  as  this  Affair  of  Love. 

LXJCIA^  I  obferved  from  the  Time  of  her  Brother's 
return,  was  exceedingly  careful  of  fpeaking  to  me  in  his 
Prefence.  I  faw  her  however  almofl  every  Night  when 
the  Moon  fhone,  at  our  Walk  by  the  Church-Yard^  and 
when  the  Nights  were  dark  fometimes  in  the  Hall,  near 
to  which  there  were  back  Stairs  that  came  both  from 
her's  and  alfo  my  Apartment.  The  Lady  did  not  indeed 
prefs  me  diredly  upon  the  Score  of  Matrimony,  but  \ 
fancied  at  leail  that  I  faw  in  her  a  fecret  uneafinefs  which 
I  judged  mull  arife  from  that  Caufe.  My  Principles 
fufficiently  refi-rained  me  from  attempting  any  Thing 
beyond  the  Bounds  of  Decency  and  Honour  \  and  the 
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Lady's  Behaviour  was  always  fuch  as  gave  me  not  the 
leaft  Sufpicion  of  their  not  having  been  treated  with  a  jufl 
Indignation  if  I  had.  However,  there  had  fo  much  palTed 
between  us,  that  I  could  not  myfelf  but  think  itreafonable, 
that  fome  way  or  other  fliould  be  propofed  to  put  an  End 
to  this' Affair ;  and  the  Confideration  of  this  way  almoft 
continually  took  up  my  Thoughts;  for  on  the  one 
Hand,  I  could  not  bear  to  part  entirely  from  Lucia^  and 
on  the  other  Hand,  Matrimony  was  a  Thing  very  in- 
convenient for  me  at  this  Time. 

My  Intimacy  with  her  Brother  encreafing  daily,  and 
the  likenefs  of  our  Manners  feeming  to  have  created  a 
very  ftrong  AfFedion,  I  refolved  to  make  him  my  Con- 
fident in  this  Aifair,  in  which  my  Paffion  had  engaged 
me  againll  the  di(5tates  of  my  Reafon.  I  propofed  to  my 
felf  both  to  ask  him  his  lincere  Advice  as  a  Friend,  an/ 
at  the  fame  Time  to  engage  his  Intereil  as  a  Brother  in 
fpeaking  to  his  Father.  Accordingly  one  Morning  as  he 
came  into  my  Chamber  while  I  was  reading,  I  begged 
him  to  fit  down  and  permit  me  to  inform  him  of  an 
Affair  in  which  he  himfelf  was  concerned,  and  on  which 
my.  Quiet  very  Itrongly  depended.  The  young  Gentle- 
man feemed  very  much  furprized,  and  replied  that  there 
could  be  nothing  which  afFe6led  my  Peace  in  which  he 
was  not  Intereiled,  begging  me  to  go  on,  and  depend  on 
this,  that  nothing  I  could  ask  of  him  fhould  be  omitted. 

When  in  as  few  Words  as  I  was  able,  I  had  ac- 
quainted him  wath  the  Sources  of  my  Uneafinefs,  I  per- 
ceived the  Story  afFerfed  him  with  almoft  as  much 
Concern  as  it  did  me  ;  I  imputed  it  wholly  to  the  fincerity 
of  his  Friendfhip,  and  expeded  with  Impatience  what 
Expedient  he  vj- ould  propcfe.  As  foon  as  he  had  recovered 
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himfelf  from  that  Surprize  into  which  the  Story  that 
I  had  told  him  had  put  him  ;  my  Friend  (faid  the  young 
Man  at  laft)  there  could  not  pofTibly  have  happened  a 
Thing  in  which  I  would  more  ftudioully  have  avoid- 
ed giving  my  Advice,  than  where  a  Perfon,  for  whom  I 
have  fo  deep  an  AfFedion  as  for  you,  fiiould  have  indulged 
Limfelf  in  an  amorous  Inclination  5  I  know  very  well, 
though  I  cannot  fay  by  Experience,  how  little  regard  is 
had  to  Reafon,  by  him  who  hath  once  fufFered  his  Bread 
to  be  taken  up  by  that  enfnaring  Paffion  ;  but  when  to 
thefe  Difficulties  there  is  added>  the  near  Relation  I  have 
to  the  Lady  with  whom  you  are  in  Love,  I  fee  myfelf 
furrounded  with  fo  many  difficulties,  that  nothing  but 
the  tender  Friendfhip  I  have  for  you,  fhould  engage  me 
to  fpeak  a  Syllable  more  on  this  Head.  As  it  therefore  fo 
nearly  concerns  you,  I  will  comply  entirely  with  your 
Requell,  and  without  any  Regard  to  Family,  or  that 
AfFedion  v;e  naturally  have  for  fo  near  Relations,  give 
you  my  fincere  Sentiments  on  the  Subject  as  you  have 
propofed  it. 

.1  thanked  him  for  fo  extraordinary  a  Proof  of  his 
Efteem,  and  begged  he  would  go  on :  He  hefitated  a  little, 
and  then  faid,  T  am  perfuaded  (my  Friend)  you  will  not 
iniift  on  m.y  defcending  to  particulars,  when  out  of  re- 
gard to  your  Peace,  I  tell  you  that  you  would  do  well 
to  banilh  from  this  Hour  all  Thoughts  of  my  Siller.  I 
jLnow  her.  Sir,  and  her  Difpofition,  it  would  make  you 
uneafy  in  Marriage.  I  am  convinced  you  have  more 
good  Senfe  than  to  ask  me  more  Queltions,  and  I  expe6l 
it  from  our  Friendfhip  that  you  asl:  them  no  where  elfe. 
As  foon  as  he  had  faid  this,  he  went  out  of  the  Room, 
and  left  me  more  difiquieted  and  more  confounded  thah 
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lince  that  Time  I  ever  was  from  all  the  Accidents  that 
have  befallen  me  in  Life.  That  Evening  being  to  meet 
Lucia  in  the  Church-yard  Walk,  I  had  a  thoufand 
Thoughts  crouded  into  my  Head,  which  occalioned  as 
many  different  Refolutions  of  going,  and  not  going,  as 
Love  or  Reafon,  or  rather  Sufpicion  prevailed. 

At  laft,  when  the  Hour  of  Appointment  drew  nigh, 
I  went  without  determining  with  myfelf  whether  or  no 
I  fhould  mention  to  her  any  Thing  that  had  palled  be- 
tween me  and  her  Brother.  I  walked  to  and  fro  a  long 
Time,  fo  much  taken  up  with  the  hurry  of  my  Cogi- 
tations, that  the  Moon  declined  almoft  before  I  perceived 
it,  and  being  difappointed  in  my  defigned  Interview,  I 
had  much  ado  to  blunder  Home  in  the  Dark.  As  foon 
as  I-entered  my  Chamber,  looking  on  my  Watch,  I  found 
it  was  Four  o' Clock  in  the  Morning,  I  did  not  go  to  Bed 
but  pafTed  the  Remainder  of  the  Time  'tdl  the  Family 
were  up,  in  a  Multitude  of  uneafy  Refledions. 

The  next  Day  at  Dinner,  Lucia  was  miffing,  upon 

which  I  could  not  forbear  asking  her  Father  whether  fhe 

was  gone ;  the  old  Gentleman  faid,  he  had  a  younger 

Sifter  dangeroufly  ill  at  London^  and  that  he  thought  it 

proper  that  her  Neice  ihould  be  near  her  in  cafe  of  Death. 

I  looked  very  fteadily  on  her  Brother,  v/hen  his  Father 

was  making  me  this  Anfwer,  and  obferved  that  he  heard 

the  Difcourfe  with  a  great  deal  of  Pain.     After  Dinner 

we  walked  a  good  while  in  the  Garden,    where  the 

young  Gentleman  repeated  the  fame  Story  his  Father 

had  told  me,  but  without  taking  the  leaft  Notice  of  that 

uneafmefs,  which  he  might  naturally  fuppofe  her  abrupt 

Departure  might  give  me.     As  foon  as  conveniently  I 

could^  I  difengaged  myfelf  from  his  Converfation,  and 
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retiring  to  my  own  Chamber,  began  to  think  more  cooly 
of  what  had  hitherto  pafTed. 

My  Temper  which  at  that  Time  was  very  unpradlifed 
in  bearing  Uneafmefs,  made  me  incapable  of  hiding  it ;  to 
prevent  therefore  any  Notice  being  taken  of  my  Diforder, 
I  declined  going  down  to  Supper,  under  pretence  of  my 
having  a  Fit  of  the  Gravel :  T  pretended  to  be  worfe  to- 
ward Night,  that  I  might  not  be  plagued  with  Company ; 
and  indeed  it  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  I  had  all  the  Even- 
ing to  myfelf,  which  I  fpent  in  very  ferious  Confutation. 
The  Refult  of  which  was,  that  in  order  to  make  myfelf 
eafy,  I  would  quit  the  Houfe.  About  fix  the  next  Morn- 
ing, I  ordered  my  Servant  to  get  the  Horfes  ready,  and 
fet  out  for  my  Uncle's  Houfe  at  Hull ;  leaving  a  Letter 
with  the  old  Gentleman's  Groom  for  his  Mailer,  in 
which  I  informed  him,  that  my  Affairs  had  taken  a  very 
ill  turn  at  Lotidon^  and  that  I  found  it  neceiTary  to  retire 
farther  Norths  in  order  the  better  to  conceal  myfelf.  I 
knew  very  well,  that  Lucia  v/as  fent  away  on  my  Ac- 
count, and  as  they  had  not  thought  fit  to  acquaint  me 
with  the  Reafons  of  her  Journey,  I  did  not  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  be  very  particular,  as  to  the  Motives  of 
mine. 

I  travelled  with  great  Speed,  'till  I  arrived  at  my 
Uncle's  Houfe,  where  without  fuffering  the  late  Acci- 
dent which  had  happened  to  me,  to  make  too  great  Im- 
preflionupon  my  Mind,  I  began  to  fettle  my  Affairs  in 
earneft  for  my  Journey,  in  which  the  AfTiftance  of  my 
Uncle  forwarded  me  a  great  deal  I  foon  converted  my 
Eftate,  which  my  Father  before  his  Death  had  difpofed 
of  to  this  Uncle  in  truft  for  me  into  ready  Money,  which 
with  what  my  Father  had  left  me  in  Cafh,  amounted  to 
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about  feven  ihoufand  Pounds,  beiides  fonie  Jewels  of 
confiderable  Value,  which  I  always  referved,  and  carried 
privately  about  me. 

The  only  Thing  that  remained  was,  to  confult  my 
Uncle  as  to  the  Method  I  fhould  take,  of  getting  out  of 
the  Kingdom  fafelv,  and  the  Route  I  was  to  follow  after 
my  landing  in  France^  thorough  which  Kingdom  it  was 
agreed  I  fhould  Travel.  My  Uncle  advifed  me  to  affume 
my  Mother's  Name  of  Brown,  and  having  bought  an 
old  Chariot  privately,  we  bad  it  with  like  fecrecy  painted 
in  a  fpare  Vv^arehoufe,  and  my  Mother's  Arms  blazoned 
thereon.  This  efFe6lually  anfwered  ourDelign,  for  the 
Officers  at  the  Port  took  the  Chariot  to  belong  to  fome  of 
the  Mountacute  Family,  and  fuffered  me  to  go  on  board 
the  Vellel  I  had  hired  to  tranfport  me,  with  hardly  a 
Queftion  asked  or  examining  any  Part  of  my  Baggage.  I 
carried  over  with  me  a  Servant  whofe  Name  was  JohnfoUy 
and  another  Perfon  very  skillful  in  the  Fretich  Language 
and  the  Manners  of  that  Nation,  all  whofe  Expences  I 
had  agreed  to  furnifh  to  Paris,  whether  he  was  going  to 
fome  Relations. 

This  Perfon  I  mentioned laft,  I  found  to  be  a  Man  Ytry 
ifVell  verfed,  not  only  in  the  French,  but  in  the  Italian 
znd  Spanijb  Tongues,  having  pafled  almoft  ten  Years, 
as  he  told  me,  in  travelling  through  moft  Parts  of  Europe, 
I  had  the  Curiofity,  both  to  inform  myfelf,  and  to  divert 
the  Pallage,  to  enquire  fomewhat  more  particularly  into 
his  Adventures  than  otherwife  I  fhould  have  done.  The 
Man  who  had  already  been  very  much  obliged  to  me,  and 
■who  was  to  depend  on  me  at  leail  as  far  as  Paris,  made  - 
no  great  Scruple  of  talking  very  freely  of  the  Reafons 
"which  engaged  him  to  pafs  through  fo  many  Places  here- 
tofore. 
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tofore,  and  which  had  now  driven  him,  though  much 
unprovided,  upon  travelling  again. 

He  faid  that  his  Father  being  a  Tenant  under  the 
Marquefs  cf  NcwcaJlU^  he  himfelf,  while  a  Boy,  was 
taken  into  the  Service  of  that  noble  Lord,  that  he  was  in 
his  Family  when  he  became  General  in  the  North  for  the 
King  againft  the  Parliament  Forces,  that  he  ferved  him 
and  under  him  his  Majelty  with  the  utmoft  Fidelity,  'till 
every  Thing  was  loft,  and  the  Royal  Party  quite  vanquifh- 
ed,  when  he  was  under  a  Neceflity  of  fubmitting  on  the 
beft  Terms  he  could  to  thofe  then  in  Power.     Having 
been  raifed  to  a  Lieutenant  of  Horfe,  under  the  afore- 
mentioned Marquefs  of  Newcaftle^  and  having  been  much 
entrufted  in  Expreiles,  and  private  Meflages  to  and  from 
the  King  at  Oxford^  and  on  his  Affairs  alfo  in  France  and 
Holland ;  one  of  his  Relations  mentioned  him  to  Thurloe^ 
the  Protedtors  Secretary,  as  a  Man  who  might  be  of  Ufe, 
if  he  could  be  brought  over. 

He  was  then  at  London^  and  his  Friend  having  obtained 
Leave,  fpoke  to  him  of  the  Affair.  At  iirft,  his  old 
Principles  of  Loyalty  made  him  abfolutely  refufe  having 
any  Thing  to  do  with  the  Secretary  or  his  Mafter;  but 
after  fome  Time,  his  Friend's  perfuafions,  and  much 
more  his  own  Neceffities,  forced  him  to  think  better  of 
it,  and  to  confent  to  making  a  Viiit  to  Thurbe,  in  order 
to  hear  his  Proportions.  His  Friend  was  very  well 
pleafed  at  this,  knowing  that  nothing  could  be  more  ac- 
ceptable to  Oliver^  than  the  gaining  fuch  Perfons  to  his 
Party.  He  fignified  it  therefore  immediately  to  the  Secre- 
tary, and  begged  he  might  have  a  Day  appointed  him  to 
bring  his  Friend. 

THURLOE 
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THUR LOE  ordered  that  he  fhould  come  the  next 
Evening,  when  having  converfed  v/ith  the  Lieutenant 
about  an  Hour,  he  defired  him   to  retire  into  an  Anti- 
Chamber,  and  in  about  half  an  Hour  after,  the  Secre- 
tary returned  and  introduced  him  to  the  Prote^or,  who 
fat  in  a  little  Room  behind  that  in  which  they  had  been 
firft  entertained,  where  he  could  hear  every  Word  that 
palTed.     The  Man,   who  appeared  to  me  upon  other 
Occalions  to  have  wanted  no  Courage,  acknowledged 
that  he  had  never  in  his  Life  felt  fo  great  an  ^Emotion  of 
his  Spirits,  as  at  this  Interview.     The  ProteSfor  perceived 
it,  and  bid  him  fit  down  and  com.pofe  himfelf,  that  he  might 
be  alTured  Nothing  fhould  hurt  him  as  to  what  had  palled, 
and  that  he  had  fomething  to  propofe  to  him,  which  might 
make  him  very  cafy  for  the  future.     The  Lieutenant  at 
this  began  to  take  Heart,  and  when  he  had   recoile<fled 
himfelf  a  little,  after  thanking  his  Highnefs  for  that  Fa- 
vour, alTured  him  that  he  would  ferve  him  as  faithfully 
in  whatfoever  he  entrufted  him,  as  ever  he  had  done  his 
Royal  Mailer.     Oliver  fmiled   at  that  Expreffion,  and 
faid,  he  knew  his  Principles  too  well  to  put  him  upoti 
any  Thing  that  had  any  Relation  to  the  Affairs  of  Charles 
Steward,     For  (added  Cromwell)  I  have  fmall  Regard  for 
any  new  Servant  who  would  recommend  himfelf  to  me, 
by  betraying  the  Secrets  of  him  whom  he  had  pretend- 
ed to  ferve  from  a  Principle  of  Religion  and  Duty.     I 
will  pay  you  very  well,  for  what  ever  I  employ  you  in, 
and  expe^fl  nothing   more   from  you  than  Secrecy  and 
Refolution.   I  am  going  to  Council  upon  a  Matter  which 
will  keep  me  late,  but  TJmrloe  will  acquaint  you  with 
what  I  expe6l  of  you. 
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Af  t  e  r  the  ^roteofor  was  gone,  the  Secretary  paid 
him  one  hundred  Pounds  before  he  fpoke  a  Word  to  him 
of  the  Bulinefs,  and  then  giving  him  two  Letters  of 
Credit,  each  to  the  Extent  oi  five  hundred  Pounds,  one 
on  a  ^wifs  Banker  at  Paris ^  and  the  other  on  a  Merchant 
at  Marfeilles ;  he  then  gave  him  his  Inftrud:ions  in  very 
few  Words,  which  were,  tliat  he  fhould  travel  from 
Calais^  through  the  Heart  of  Fra?ice  to  Marfeilles^  ac- 
cording to  a  Route  which  fliould  be  delivered  unto  him 
by  the  Banker  on  w  horn  he  had  his  Credit  at  Paris.  He 
was  commanded  to  obferve  very  diligently  the  State  of 
that  Kingdom  in  every  Refpe6t,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  put  into  Writing,  and  to  digeft  in  the  beft  Method  he 
could  ;  it  was  more  particularly  recommended  to  him  to 
have  a  ftridl  Eye  to  the  Condition  of  the  Huguenots  in  that 
Kingdom  j  to  difcover  as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  general 
Charaders  of  the  Perfons  then  of  greatefi:  Rank  in 
France ;  and  he  was  finally  enjoined  to  pay  a  ftrid:  Obe- 
dience to  v/hatever  Order  he  received,  fealed  with  a  par- 
ticular Seal  Vv^hich  was  fliewn  him,  and  a  fail*  Impreflion 
thereof  in  Wax,  put  up  in  a  little  Cafe  like  a  Medal 
delivered  to  him. 

Th  u  s  furnifhed,  he  fet  out  in  confequence  of  the  Orders 
he  had  received,  and  performed  his  Commiflion  with  fo 
.^reat  Exadlnefs,  that  at  Marfeilles  he  received  new 
Letters  of  Credit,  and  frefh  Commands  to  pafs  with  the 
utmoflr  privacy  through  Spain.  When  he  had  fo  done, 
to  embark  for  Leghorn^  and  after  vifiting  fuch  and  fuch 
States  of  Italy^  to  return  by  the  Way  of  Sivizerland^ 
Burgundy  and  Lorain^  into  the  united  Provinces^  and  (o 
Home.  He  performed  this  Journey  fo  as  to  return  into 
England  the  very  Year  that  Oliver  died,  and  about  two 
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Months  after  it.  By  this  he  loft  that  Reward  he  might 
reafonably  have  expelled,  for  the  great  Services  he  per- 
formed and  Intelligence  he  gave ;  fome  Inftances  of  which, 
I  fhall  have  Occalion  hereafter  to  mention. 

This  Difapointment  was  the  Caufe  of  his  falling  into 
low  Circumftances,  and  at  the  ftrange  Change  in  the 
Year  1660,  great  Endeavours  being  ufed  to  take  him, 
on  a  falfe  Accufation  of  his  having  been  a  Spy  on  the 
Court  of  King  Charles  the  Second^  in  his  Exile,  he  pri- 
vately fled  into  Torhjhire^  and  lived  there  in  a  very  low 
State,  'till  he  happened  to  be  recommended  by  a  near  Ke- 
lation  of  his  to  my  Uncle,  who  fent  him  with  me  in 
order  to  his  getting  to  Paris^  where  he  had  an  Uncle 
in  the  Service  of  the  Duke  of  Orleajis,  by  whofe  Tntereft 
he  was  in  hopes  of  getting  fqmething,  which  might  gain 
him  Bread. 

Finding  by  this  Relation,  that  Mr.  Fetherjlone  vi2s 
in  much  the  fame  Condition  with  myfelf,  I  advifed  with 
him  as  to  the  propereft  Place  for  my  landing  in  France ; 
we  agreed  at  laft  that  it  fhould  be  at  Diepe^  and  I  gave 
the  Mailer  Inflruclions  accordingly,  who  promifed  to 
comply  with  them,  and  to  recommend  us  at  our  Ar- 
rival in  Port,  to  a  Perfon  of  his  Acquaintance,  at  whofe 
Houfe  we  might  be  well  accomodated  fo  long  as  we  fhould 
incline  to  ftay  there.  This  w^s  very  acceptable  to  a 
young  Traveller,  whofe  Apprehenfions  had  driven  him 
from  Home,  and  who  had  as  yet  fettled  no  Refolution  as 
to  his  Condudt  abroad.  In  feven  Days  we  arrived  ^tDiepe, 
and  were  carried  by  the  Matter  to  the  Houfe  of  one  Mr. 
Villeneufe^  who  had  been  formerly  Mailer  of  a  Yt^dy 
trading  to  England-,  but  growing  in  Years,  and  having 
acquired  a  fufficiency,  chofe  to  pafs  the  remnant  of  his 

C  Life 


[  18  1 

Life  in  quiet.  He  was  a  little  Man,  well  made,  and 
though  near  threefcore,  very  lively  and  full  of  Spirit. 
He  received  us  very  kindly,  and  treated  us  with  as  much 
familiarity,  as  if  he  had  been  as  long  acquainted  with  us 
as  the  Malter  of  the  Veflel,  who  recommended  us. 
The  latter  who  was  to  remain  at  Diepe,  'till  he  could 
take  in  a  Freight  on  my  Relation's  Account,  lodged  with 
Mr.  Fetherjhne  and  myfelf,  at  this  Gentleman's  Houfe, 
which  was  of  great  Service  to  me.  The  very  Day  after 
my  arrival,  I  took  care  to  be  provided  with  a  French 
Mafter,  who  proved  a  very  fenfible  Man,  and  taught  me 
to  diflinguifh  between  the  true  Fre?ichy  and  the  Dialed  of 
Normandy,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  turn  of  Expreffion, 
as  to  the  Words  and  Pronounciation  peculiar  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province. 

I  foon  found  that  Mr.  Fetherjlone,  though  he  often 
talk'd  of  it,  was  in  no  great  hurry  to  go  to  Paris,  and  I 
readily  guefled  the  Reafon,  which  was  his  fear  of  not 
meeting  there  with  a  fupply  of  Money.  When  I  had 
confidered  this  Matter  attentively,  I  began  to  look  upon 
it  as  a  very  great  good  Fortune  to  myfelf  s  never  were 
two  Travellers  better  fuited,  he  had  Years,  Experience, 
and  Integrity :  I  had  juft  Senfe  enough  to  difcover  my 
own  Wants,  and  to  know  that  as  Things  flood,  I 
fhould  be  more  benefited  by  his  Inflrudtions,  than  he 
could  be  by  any  Services  I  could  do  him.  The  former 
were  Treafures  whence  I  drew  great  Advantages  during 
my  whole  Life,  the  latter  temporary  Things  no  way 
anfwerable  to  his  Merit.  The  iirft  Thing  I  did,  was  to 
remove  all  fcruples  between  us,  I  informed  him  thorough- 
ly of  my  Condition,  and  having  received  fifty  Piftoles  on 
a  Letter  of  Credit,   I  made  him  a  Prefent  of  Twenty^ 

intreat- 
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intreating  him  to  give  me  his' Advice  freely,  as  to  my 
Condu6l,  and  the  necelTary  means  to  make  my  Refidence 
cafy  in  France,  'till  either  Neceffity  or  Choice  induced 
me  to  remove. 

He  told  me  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  a  Gentle- 
man at  Roan,  a  Man  of  great  Honour,  and  very  ex- 
tenflve  Knowledge,  one  who  had  formerly  made  a  great 
Figure  in  the  World,  but  had  for  many  Years  lived  in 
privacy,  on  account  of  his  having  incurred  the  difpleafure 
of  Cardinal  Richelieu,  To  this  Gentleman  he  aflured  me, 
he  would  recommend  me  in  the  ftrongeft  Terms,  add- 
ing, that  after  a  Refidence  of  five  ox  fix  Months  under  fuch 
a  Tutor,  I  fhould  have  Knowledge  enough  of  the  French 
Language  and  Nation  to  regulate  my  future  Behaviour 
without  farther  help.  This  Point  once  refolved  on,  I 
addrelled  myfelf  to  the  Provifion  of  our  Mailer's  Freight, 
according  to  the  Inftrudions  given  me  by  my  Relation, 
and  while  this  was  doing,  diverted  myfelf  very  agreeably 
with  Mx.Villeneuf,  and  the  reft  of  my  Friends,  not  caring 
as  yet  to  mix  much  with  Strangers. 

One  of  the  firft  Difcoveries  I  made  was,  that  our 
Prote^or  had  rendered  himfelf  llrangely  formidable  in 
France  -,  they  believed  in  this  Country,  that  he  could 
draw  together/^ri'>'  ox  fifty  thoufand  Men  when  he  pleafed  ; 
they  thought  him  wife  enough  to  forefee  all  Things, 
and  bold  enough  to  undertake  any  Thing.  This  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  great  Deference  paid  him  by  the 
Cardinal  Mazarin,  of  whom  it  was  commonly  faid, 
that  he  did  not  fear  the  Devil  fo  much  as  Oliver  Crom- 
well, As  far  as  I  could  afterwards  learn,  he  feared  both 
of  them  enough,  and  fufFered  his  fears  to  have  a  ftrong 
influence  on  his  Adions.    It  happened  that  as  we  were 
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■converfing  one  Evening  on  the  Subjed  of  Oliver's  Power 
and  Grandeur,  Mr.  V'dkvevfe  asked  me  if  I  knew  what 
became  of  the  young  Lady  who  attempted  to  allafilnate 
the  ProtcSfor,  I  told  him  very  freely  that  I  had  never 
-heard  of  any  fuch  Thing ;  but  that  living  as  I  did,  at  a 
great  Dillance  from  London^  it  might  for  all  that  have 
happened,  and  therefore  I  defired  he  would  tell  me  what 
he  had  heard  of  it,  which  he  readily  did.  The  Sum  of 
his  Relation  was  this. 

The  famous  Duke  of  Buclingham^  who  was  aflafli- 
nated  at  Port/mouthy  left  behind  him  two  Sons.  George^ 
who  fucceeded  him  in  his  Honour,  and  the  Lord  Francis 
VillierSj  who  was  kill'd  at  St,  Neots  in  HuntingtonJInre^ 
by  Cromwell  himfelf.  This  young  Nobleman  was  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  Mrs.  Letitia  Greenville^  who  was  as 
much  in  Love  with  him.  From  the  Day  of  his  Death, 
Ihe  conceived  in  her  Mind  a  flrong  Refolution  to  revenge 
it.  In  order  to  this,  fhe  procured  a  Pidlure  of  General 
Cro?nwelly  which  fhe  fet  up  in  a  Barn  adjoining  to  her 
Father's  Houfe,  whether  fhe  went  frequently  to  lire  at 
it  with  a  Piflol,  'till  by  Degrees  fhe  had  attained  a  Facility 
in  hitting  it,  which  fhe  judg'd  fufficient  for  her  purpofe. 
Coming  then  up  to  London^  with  her  Father,  Mother, 
and  other  Relations,  fhe  for  fome  Time  watched  an 
Opportunity  to  perpetrate  the  Murder  fhe  had  premedi- 
tated. At  length,  in  the  Year  1654,  an  Occafion  offer- 
ed :  The  Prote^for  was  invited  to  Dinner  in  the  Cityy 
and  was  to  pafs  in  Pomp  by  the  Houfe  in  which  herfelf 
•and  the  Family  lodged.  Mrs.  Greenville  drefsM  herlelf 
with  all  imaginable  Care,  a  Thing  fhe  had  never  done 
(ince  the  Death  of  her  Lover,  and  having  placed  herfelf 
in  the  Balcony,  lired  at  the  Protc^or  as  he  pafled,  and 
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lodged  a  brace  of  Balls  in  the  Shoulder  of  his  Son  Henry's 
Horfe,  who  rode  next  him.  This  put  a  Stop  to  the 
Proceffion ;  the  Ladies  in  the  Balcony  threw  themfelves 
on  their  Knees,  while  Mrs.  Greenville  extending  the 
Piftol,  cried  out,  that  it  was  fhe  who  had  fired  it,  and 
that  fhe  was  forry  fhe  had  not  kill'd  the  Tyrant.  The 
Frote£for  deiired  the  Company  to  go  on,  faying  the  Wo- 
man was  mad,  leaving  Colonel  Holmes  and  a  fmall  Party 
of  the  Guards  to  prore6l  the  Houfe,  and  to  fecure  her 
Perfon.  When  the  Colonel  came  to  execute  his  Com- 
milTion,  the  Parents  of  the  young  Lady  affured  him  fhe 
had  been  melancholly  for  fome  Years,  and  that  fhe  was 
certainly  out  of  her  Senfes ;  upon  which  the  Colonel 
withdrew  to  carry  this  News  to  the  Prote^or.  When 
Cromwell  was  acquainted  therewith,  he  ordered  the  Guard 
to  be  withdrawn ;  but  the  next  Day  fent  Orders  to  the 
Lady's  Father  to  take  Care  to  confine  his  Daughter,  that 
fhe  might  not  attempt  any  Thing  of  the  like  Nature 
againft  another.  After  this,  Mrs.  Greenville  was  never 
heard  of,  and  the  Enemies  of  Cromwell  fay,  he  caufed 
her  to  be  poifoned. 

When  Mr.  Fetherjlone  and  I  were  alone,  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  ever  heard  any  Thing  of  this  Story  before. 
He  anfwered  in  the  Negative,  and  allured  me  it  was  a 
pure  Fidtion.  Lord  Francis  VilUers  faid  he,  was  kilFd 
the  fame  Year  the  King  was  murder'd.  He  was  a  very 
handfome  Gentleman,  and  very  amorous.  I  have  heard 
it  faid,  that  when  the  Soldiers  ftripp'd  him,  they  found 
a  Lock  of  a  Lady's  Hair  faftened  to  a  Ribban  which  hung 
upon  his  Breaft  under  his  Shirt.  But  this  Lady's  Name 
was  Mrs.  Kirk.  Befides,  he  was  neither  kill'd  by  Crom- 
welly  nor  at  St,  Neots,    His  Party  was  routed  on  Ban/lead 
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Downs^  by  Sir  Michdel  Livefay^  whofe  Soldiers  killed 
Lord  Francis  becaufe  he  obftinately  refufed  Quarter.  I 
was  mightily  furprized  at  this  Tale,  out  of  which  our 
Landlord  would  never  be  perfuaded ;  but  before  I  left 
France^  I  heard  fo  many  of  the  fame  Sort,  that  I  began 
to  dcubt  almoll:  every  Thing  I  heard.  Hence  I  took  a 
Refolution  never  to  be  over  Confident  as  to  the  Circum- 
llances  of  Fads  happening  out  of  the  Sphere  of  my  own 
Obfervation,  which  proved  of  great  Ufe  to  me  after- 
wards, by  eradicating  that  Tenacioufnefs  almoft  inherent 
to  Youth,  and  by  opening  the  Door  to  all  Inftrudlions 
that  were  offered  me. 

Wh  e  n  all  Things  were  ready,  and  we  expeded  every 
Day  a  fair  Wind  to  carry  the  Vejfel^  we  came  in,  back  to 
England^  the  Mqfler  fell  Sick  of  a  kind  of  malignant 
Fever,  which  detained  him  and  us  three  Weeks  at  Diepe 
longer  than  we  defigned.  During  his  Illnefs,  he  was  at- 
tended by  an  Irijh  Phyfician,  and  a  Scotch  Minifter.  The 
former  was  of  the  Romi/h  Perfuafion,  but  a  Man  of  good 
Senfe  and  great  Moderation,  who  had  quitted  his  Country 
a  little  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  He  com- 
plained heavily  of  the  Adminiftration  of  publick  Affairs 
in  that  Ifland.  He  fa  id,  that  the  Englijh  Governors  were 
too  ready  to  drive  the  Natives  to  extremities  \  that  they 
might  enrich  themfelves  and  their  dependants  by  For- 
feitures. He  fpoke  with  great  abhorrence  of  the  Majjacre^ 
but  alledged,  that  the  Punifhment  thereof  fell  heavieft 
upon  thofe  v/ho  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  That  at  firfb, 
no  Diftindion  was  made  between  the  Rebels  and  the 
well  affeded  of  the  Catholicks  j  but  that  on  the  contrary, 
all  the  Papifts  in  general  were  treated  as  Perfons  profcribed, 
which  compelled  Numbers  to  take  Arms  in  their  own 
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Defen'ce,  who  otherwife  abhorred  Rebellion.  That  by 
degrees  the  King  and  his  Minifters  were  perfuaded  of 
this  which  induced  them  to  enter  into  a  Correfpondence 
with  the  loyal  CathoUcks^  and  this  gave  a  Handle  to  the 
Earl  of  Holland,  when  he  deferted  the  King,  and  returned 
to  the  Parliament  to  report  that  the  Rebels  in  Ireland 
were  countenanced  by  the  King.  He  fpake  with  mighty 
Concern  of  the  Mifery  of  his  Country,  which  in  the 
Space  of  thirty  Years,  he  affirmed  had  loft  a  third  Part  of 
its  Inhabitants,  and  defcribed,  whenever  our  Difcourfes 
led  him  to  it,  the  fad  Condition  of  the  native  Irijh  in 
very  moving  Terms. 

The  Scotchman  was  defcended  of  a  Popijh  Family, 
and  had  been  fent  while  a  Youth  to  Paris^  for  Education. 
The  Murder  of  Henry  IV.  and  the  Books  publifhed  on 
that  Occalion,  gave  him  a  high  Difguft  of  the  Religion 
he  had  been  bred  in,  and  a  moft  bitter  Averfion  to  the 
Jefuits,  He  was,  in  other  refpe6ls,  a  humane  and  pious 
Man  ;  he  recommended  to  the  lick  Perfon  folid  and  ra- 
tional Penitence,  and  advifed  him  to  be  rather  afraid  of 
continuing  in  a  fmful  World,  than  of  Death.  He  told  him 
that  to  a  Man  who  firmly  believ'd  the  fundamental 
Do6lrines  of  the  Chriftian  Faith,  the  latter  could  not  be 
very  terrible  -,  and  he  faid,  that  it  was  a  ftrong  Tefti^ 
mony  of  the  Truth  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  that  it 
difarmed  Death  of  its  Sting,  and  taught  a  rational  Creature 
to  expert  DilTolution  without  horror.  By  the  Care  of 
thefe  Men,  our  Mafter  and  ourfelves  were  much  better'd, 
and  as  foon  as  he  recovered,  he  embarked,  and  with  a 
fair  Wind,  failed  for  the  Port  of  London^  where  he  ar» 
rived  in  three  Days ;  and  on  Advice  thereof,  we  im- 
mediately prepared  for  our  Journey  to  Roan, 
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DIEPEy  one  of  the  fafeft  Ports  In  Normandy^  is 
feated  on  an  Arm  of  the  Sea,  between  two  Hills,  which 
by  their  fhooting  into  the  Sea,  form  a  Bay  ;  the  entrance 
of  the  Haven  is  narrow,  but  once  entered  is  very  com- 
modious. The  Town  itfelf  is  handfcmely  built,  its 
Streets  broad  and  well  paved,  the  Houfes  fair  but  not 
high  j  it  was  at  this  Time  well  fortified,  but  hath  been 
lince  much  improved.  It  was  the  firft  Town  which  ac- 
knowledged the  Authority  of  Henry  IV.  and  in  its  Neigh- 
bourhood he  firft  fought  for  his  Crown,  and  that  too  not 
much  for  his  Advantage.  Daring  the  whole  War,  he 
was  very  careful  of  it,  being  the  Port  where  the  Englijh 
Succours  generally  debarqued.  There  are  in  it  a  great 
Number  of  Ivory  Turners,  and  the  Inhabitants  in  general 
feem  to  be  adive  and  induflrious,  and  one  Thing  is 
efpecially  remarked  for  their  Honour,  that  they  have 
always  produced  from  amongft  them,  the  bell  teamen  in 
France.  To  fay  the  Truth,  they  are,  generally  fpeaking, 
well  qualified  for  maritime  Employment,  as  they  are 
more  a6live,  daring,  and  inquilitive  than  their  Neigh- 
bours. In  the  Broils  which  happened  in  the  laft  Reign, 
the  Duke  of  LongiieviUe^  who  declared  againji  the  Kingy 
or  rather  for  his  Mother  againfl  his  Mini  ft er^  fortified 
Diepe^  and  the  Works  he  then  cafl  up  have  been  ever 
fince  maintain'd,  and  new  ones  added  as  Occafion 
offered. 

The  iirll  of  June  1662,  we  fet  out  for  Roan^  where 
we  aj'rived  next  Day,  having  travelled  thirteen  Leagues, 
nine  the  firfl  Day,  ^udfeur  the  fecond.  Mr.  Fetherjlone 
having  by  way  of  Precaution  written  to  his  Friend  M.  de 
St.  Dennis y  he  met  us  at  Tofies,  where  we  lay,  with  a 
Coach,  in  which   we  came  fafe  tp  his  Houfe  before 

Noon 
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Noon  next  Day.     The   Country  through   which  we 

travelled  was  extremely  pleafant,  or  at  leaft  it  feem'd  fo 

to  me.     The  Accommpdations  in  the  Inn^  were  not 

fuch  as  could  be  boafted  of ;  but  the  Complacency  of  the 

People,  and  the  earneft  Defire  they  fhewed  to  oblige  us, 

amply  fupply'd  all  deficiences,  and  left  us  no  room  to 

complain.     As  we  travelled  the  laft  four  Leagues,  Mr. 

Fetherjione  acquainted  his  Friend  that  fome  difappoint- 

ments  in  my  expectations  had  engaged  me  to  vifit  Frame ^ 

and  that  he  had  recommended  me  to  him  as  to  a  Perfon 

who  would  be  fure  to  prevent  my  repenting  the  beginning 

my  Travels  with   the  Sight  of  Normandy.      Mr.  5jf. 

Dennis  faid,  it  happened  very  luckily,  for  that  a  Friend 

who  had  lived  with  him  for  about  Seven  Years  being  lately 

dead,  he  had  fome  Thoughts  of  leaving  Roan,  moft  of 

the  Inhabitants  being  of  fo  litigious  a  Temper,  that  he 

found  it  no  eafy  Matter  to  live  at  quiet,  though  he  ufed 

all  the  Precaution  imaginable,  and  was  content  to  fuffer 

fmall  Inconveniences,  rather  than  attempt  to  remedy  them 

by  Law-Suits.     He  allured  me  that  I  Ihould  be  as  much 

at  Home  as  if  the  Houfe  was  my  own,  and  that  he  would 

do  all  in  his  Power  to  make  the  Time  of  my  flay  agree- 

able  to  me.     Mr.  Fetherjione  faid,  that  in  lefs  than  a 

Month  he  jQiould  be  obliged  to  go  to  Paris,  and  that  it 

would  give  him  the  highelt  Satisfa(5tion  to  fee  me  fo  well 

fettled.     Thus  by  the  Time  we  reached  our  Journey's 

End,  all  our  Affairs  were  as  well  adjufted,  as  if  we  had 

lived  together  many  Years ;  nor  do  I  know  that  during 

my  ftay  at  Roan,  there  happened  the  flighteft  Caufe  of, 

diflatisfadion  to  any  of  us. 

The  Houfe  of  Mr.  de  St.  Dennis  flood  near  the  City 
Wall.     It  was  compofed  of  a  Body  and  two  fmall 
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Wings,    the  former  had   three,  the  latter,  one  Room 
each  on  a  Floor,  there  was  a  Garden  behind,  which  by 
the  Gales  from  the  River  was  render'd  very  cool  and 
pleafant ;  at  the  Bottom  of  it  there  was  a  fmall  Apart- 
ment, confining  of  a  kind  of  Hall,  and  two  Clofets, 
over  which  was  a  Library,  twice  as  long  as  the  lower 
Building,  the  Ends  of  it  being    fupported   by  Pillars, 
forming  two  little  Porticoes,  one  on  each  Side  of  the 
Hall.     In  this  Hall  we  ufed  to  fup  of  an  Evening,  du- 
ring the  Heat  of  the  Summer,  and  to  entertain  ourfelves 
with  Difcourfes,  either   of  a  Serious  or   Comic  Nature 
as  Occalion  ferv'd.     Mr.  de  St.  Dennis  had  an  excel- 
lent  Memory,   a   BlelTmg  which    I   have  obferv*d   to 
be  more  common  in  France  than  elfewhere ;  he  had 
fpent  his  Youth  at  Court,  or  in  the  Army  ;  he  had  been 
always  a  great  Lover  of  Books  ;  and  having  enjoy'd  a 
long  Seafon  of  Reft  and  Recolleftion,  there  was  hardly 
any  Subjedl  of  which  he  could  not   fpeak   with    great 
Propriety,  and  illuftrate  it  with  Stories  equally  pleafant 
and  to  the  Purpofe. 

It  happen'd  once,  that  fpeaking  of  doubtful  Events, 
Mr.  de  St,  Dennis  asked  me,  whether  the  Death  oiPer- 
kin  Warheck  as  an  Impoftor,  was  not  held  to  be  of  this 
Nature  in  England  ?  To  which  I  anfwer'd  in  the  Ne- 
gative^ and  that  moft  People  were  fatisfied  he  was  what 
he  was  executed  for,  a  downright  Impoftor :  That  may 
be,  faid  he,  but  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  the  general 
Opinion  was  otherwife,  and  many  of  your  Country- 
men of  great  Quality,  took  it  upon  their  Deaths,  that 
he  was  the  Son  of  Edward  IV ;  how  the  general  Opi- 
nion comes  to  be  now  otherwife,  continued  he,  I  find 
it  not  difficult  to  afiign  the  Caufe.     Henry  VIL  a  wife 

and 
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and  artful  Prince,  as  he  put  him  to  Death  for  an  Impo- 
Jfory  fo  he  took  all  the  Care  he  could  to  ellablifh  the 
Opinion  of  his  being  guilty  after  his  Demife ;  as  he  like- 
wife  took  Care  to  extinguifh  the  Pretenlions  of  the 
Houfe  of  York,  and  to  deprefs  its  Adherents  during  his 
whole  Reign,  His  Son  Henry  VIII.  followed  the  fame 
Maxims-,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  near  50  Years,  that  the 
Throne  was  afterwards  fiU'd  by  his  Polterity,  whofe  In- 
tereft  it  was  that  this  Story,  true  or  falfe,  fliould  be  be- 
liev'd,  we  need  not  wonder  that  it  became  at  laft  a 
kind  of  Article  in  your  political  Faith  ;  and  efpecially 
feeing  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  derived  their  Rights ^  not 
from  the  Houfe  of  Tork,  but  from  that  of  Lancafter, 

From  this  Subjed,  by  a  Tranfition  natural  enough, 
we  fell  upon  that  of  the  Death  of  Bon  Sebaftian  King 
of  Portugal,  which  we  all  agreed  was  a  moft  myfteri- 
ous  Point.  As  myfterious  as  it  is,  faid  Mr.  de  St.  Den- 
nisy  I  have  in  my  Library  above  Stairs,  a  little  Trad 
concerning  it,  which  belonged  to  Father  Cayet^  and 
which  may  be  taken  for  as  certain  and  impartial  a  Re- 
.  lation  thereof,  as  any  that  the  World  hath  hitherto  met 
with ;  this  Was  a  Curiolity  not  to  be  pafFed  by,  I  in- 
treated  the  Favour  of  perufing  and  making  an  Extra£l 
from  it,  which  was  readily  granted.  I  have  enquired 
concerning  its  principal  Circumftances  with  great  Cir- 
cumfpedion,  and  have  never  met  with  any  Reafon  to 
doubt  the  Credit  of  my  Author,  the  Subftance  of  whofe 
Relation  follows. 

"  SEBJS TUN  King  of  Portugal  was  born  in 
"  the  Year  1554.  Sometime  after  the  Demife  of  his  Fa- 
"  ther.  Brother  to  the  reigning  King,  and  was  carefully 
*'  educated  by  his  Mother,  who  was  Daughter  to  the 

*'  famous 
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**  famous  Emperor  Charles  V.  In  1557,  he  fucceeded 
'^  his  Uncle  John  III.  In  1574,  he  conceiv'd  a  De- 
*'  fign  of  making  War  on  the  Moors^  and  having  made 
**  mighty  Preparations  for  putting  his  Defign  in  Execu- 
**■  tion,  on  the  9th  of  July^  15 7 B,  he  landed  at  Tan^ 
*'  gier  with  a  great  Army  ;  on  the  4th  of  Auguji^  the 
^^  fame  Year,  he  fought  the  unfortunate  Battle  of  Al- 
*'  cacar^  in  which  the  Moon  were  vidlorious  ^  tho'  they 
"  loft  their  King,  who  died  of  a  Fever,  of  which  he 
*^  had  been  long  fick,  in  his  Litter. 

*'  After  the  Battle,  the  Portugueze  mifiing  their 
*^  King,  fen t  to  th of e  who  were  taken  Prifoners,  who 

thereupon  fought  carefully  for  his  Body,  which,  as 
*'»many  fuppofed,  was  found.  It  had  feven  large 
*^  Wounds,  and  by  Reafon  of  the  exceflive  Heat  of 
*^  the  Climate,  was  already  in  a  State  of  Corruption. 
*^  However,  it  was  laid  in  a  Tent,  and  the  Nobility 
"  went  to  fee  it,  but  received  no  kind  of  Satisfa6lion, 
"  that  it  was  the  Body  of  their  King  ;  on  the  contrary, 
"  it  was  generally  thought  that  it  was  not.  Notwith- 
*'  Handing  which.  King  Philip  of  Spain,  having  de- 
**  manded  it,  and  as  fome  report,having  given  a  vaft  Sum 
*'  for  it ;  at  length  it  was  fent  him,  and  he  caufed  it  to  be 
"  interred,  with  all  Royal  Honours  at  Bethlehem^  which 
"  ftands  a  Mile  from  Lisbon,  and  is  the  ufual  Burying 
*^  Place  of  the  Pariugueze  Kings, 

*'  'Tis  certain,  that  the  Portugueze  Nation  in  gene- 
"  ral,  did  never  credit  the  Story  of  his  Death  ;  but  were 
**  fo  firmly  perfuaded  that  he  was  alive,  that  they  readi- 
*'  ly  countenanced  two  ImpoHors,  who  were  hardy 
**  enough  to  aflume  his  Name.  Thtfirjl  of  thefe  was 
*•'  U>e  Son  of  a  Tiie-Mi^hrj  who  was  put  upon  it  by 
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<^  a  Prieft,  who  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  the  Bilhop  of 
*<  Ga7'da ;  and  who  took  a  Note  of  their  Names  who 
**  beftow'd  their  Benefadions  on  his  Difciple^  in  order 
**  to  their  being  repaid  when  he  (hould  be  reftor'd- 
*'  They  v/ere  quickly  apprehended,  the  Prieft  hangM, 
*«  and  the  pretended  King  fent  to  the  Gallies  ;  this  hap- 
"  pen'd  in  the  Year  1585, 

"  The   very  fame  Year  Matthew  Alvarez^  a  Na- 

"  tive  of  the  Ifland  of  Tercera,   and  the  Son    of  a 

''  Stone-Cutter^  was  perfuaded  to  give  himfelf  out  for 

*'  King  Sehajlian.     This  Man  was  a  Hermit^  and  led 

^'  in    Solitude  a  harmlefs  inoiFenfive  Life.      Many  of 

*'  whom  he  begg'd  believ'd   they  faw  in  his   Counte- 

*'  nance  the  Features  of  Don  Sebaftian ,  they  told  him. 

*'  fo,  but  he  very  honeftly  anfwer'd,  that  he  was  no 

**  King^   but   a  poor  Hermit.     By  Degrees  however, 

*'  Ambition  got  the  better,  both  of  his  Reafon  and  of 

'^  his  Virtue  ;  he  no  longer  anfwer'd  as  he  was  won't, 

**  but  on  the  contrary,  gave  all  who   interrogated  him 

*'  Caufe  to  apprehend   that  he  was   really  the   King. 

*'  By   Degrees  he  permitted  them  to  pay  him  Royal 

*^  Honours,  fufFer'd  his  Hand  to  be  killed,  and  dined  in 

*'  Publick  J  nay,  he  w^ent  fo  far  at  laft,  as  to  write  to 

*'  the  Cardinal  Archduke  Albert ^  commanding  him  to 

**  quit  his  Palace,  for  that  he  intended  to  refume  the 

"  Government.     Upon  this,  a  Body  of  Troops  was 

*'  fent  againft  him  and  his  Adherents,  by  whom  they 

**  were  routed,  and  himfelf  taken  Prifoner.     His  Death 

**  quickly    followed,    accompanied  with    extraordinary 

**  Marks  of  Severity.     He  had  his  Right  Hand  cut  off, 

"  after  which  he  was  ftrangrd,  and  his  Body  quartered. 

**  By  his  Means  the  Spanijh  Government  reckoned  a 
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Stop  would  be  put  to  the  Hopes  of  Pretenders^  and 
to  the  credulous  Folly  of  the  Portugueze, 

In  1598,  notwirhllanding  thefe  Severities,  there 
*'  went  a  Report,  that  the  true  Don  Sebajiiaft  had  been 
*'  feen  in  Italy.  Upon  this,  one  Manuel  AntoneZy 
*'  who  had  ferved  the  Cardinal  Hen?j^  who  fucceeded 
*'  Don  Sehajlian^  declar'd  publickly  in  Portugal^  that 
*'  SebajVian  was  not  kill'd  at  the  Battle  of  Alcacar^  but 
*'  that  himfelf  return'd  with  him  into  Portugal ;  and 
*'  that  the  King  put  himfelf  into  a  Religious  Houfe  in 
*'  Algarve^  there  to  do  Pennance  for  his  Temerity, 
*'  in  Vindication  of  which  Account,  he  produced  an 
*'  A6t  drawn  up  in  Form,  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of 
*'  the  Father,  Guardian  of  that  Religious  Houfe.  This 
''  Affair  making  a  great  Noife,  Manuel  Antonez  was 
*'  dire6led  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  Court  of  Spain^  which 
**^  Order  he  obeyM,  and  having  produced  his  Paper  to 
''  King  Philips  was  feized,  committed  to  Prifon,  and 
*'  never  heard  of  more. 

"  This  r\tw  Sehajlian  appear'd  firft  at  Padua,  where 
*'  many  pitied  and  relieved  him.  This  making  fome 
*'  Noife  in  the  World,  Diredions  were  fent  to  Padua 
*'  from  Venice,  to  oblige  the  Perfon  who  called  himfelf 
*'  King  of  Portugal,  to  retire  from  thence  in  three  Days, 
*'  and  in  the  Space  of  a  Week,  to  quit  the  Dominions 
**  of  Venice.  He  was  fick  when  this  Order  was  noti- 
*'  fied  to  him,  but  as  foon  as  he  recovered  he  went  to 
*'  Venice,  in  order  to  give  an  Account  of  himfelf  to 
*'  the  Seignory.  The  Ambaflador  of  Spain  inftantly 
''  applied  himfelf  to  that  Senate,  demanding  that  this 
"  Impofior  fhould  be  apprehended,  and  charging  him 
*'  with  many  enormous  Crimes.     He  was  accordingly 

in 


[  31  1 

"  in  the  IVfonth  of  November  thrown  into  a  Dungeon^ 
'^  and  Commiffioners  appointed  to  hear  what  the  Spa- 
"  ni/h  Ambaflador  could  prove  againll  him,  which  came 
"  at  laft  to  nothing  at  all. 

"He  was  Eight  and  TwentyTimes  examined ;  at  firft 
"  he  anfwer'd  readily  all  the  Quefiions  that  were  ask'd 
"  him  concerning  the  Embaffies  fent  to  him,  while  he 
"  was  King  of  Portugal^  the  Meafures  he  had  taken, 
"  the  Letters  he  had  written,  and  the  Minifters  he  had 
*'  made  Ufe  of.  But  at  laft  he  refus'd  to  anfwer  any 
"  more  Quellions,  addrefling  him.felf  to  his  Judges  in 
**  thefe  Words.  My  Lords^  I  am  Sebaftian  King  of 
*'  Portugal,  /  defire  you  will  fuffer  me  to  he  feen  by 
*'  my  Subje^b^  many  of  thefn  have  known ^  and  mufl 
"  remember  ?ne ;  many  others^  Strangers  to  that  Nation^ 
"  have  Ilk ewife  feen  and  converfed  with  me  ;  if  any  Proof 
can  be  offered^  that.  I  am  an  Impofor  I  am  content  ta 
die  \  but  would  you  put  me  to  Death  meerly  for  having 
preferred  you  to  the  reft  of  the  European  Powers^  in 
*'  feeking  Refuge  in  your  Dominions  f 

"  Doctor  Sam,pajoy  and  other  Psrtugueze,  then  Re- 
*'  fident  in  Venice,  folicited  vehemently  his  being  fet  at 
*'  Liberty;  the  Commiffioners  informed  them,  that 
**  without  a  Certificate  of  indubitable  Authenticity,  as 
*'  to  the  Marks  by  which  Don  Sebaftian  might  be 
*'  known,  they  could  not  fet  this  Perfon  at  Liberty; 
*'  be'caufe  they  knew  their  Hatred  to  the  Cajlilians  to 
*^  be  fuch,  that  if  Need  were,  they  would  acknowledge 
*'  a  Negroe  to  be  Don  Sebaftian.  Dr.  Sampajo  upon 
*'  this  went  privately  to  Lisbon,  from  whence  he  returned, 
**  and  brought  with  him  to  Venice  a  Canon,  and  an  In- 
^^  ftrument  fign'd  by  an  Jpofolick  Notary,  containing  an 
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**  exa6t  Account  of  the  Marks  on  Don  ^elaftian\ 
**  Body ;  whereupon  he  renewed  his  Requeft,  which 
*'  the  Seignory  evaded,  alledging,  they  could  not  enter 
*^  into  fuch  an  Inquiry  at  the  Requeft  of  private  Perfons, 
*^  but  that  they  were  ready  to  do  it,  if  any  of  the  Po- 
"  tentates  of  Europe  interefted  themfelves  therein.  The 
*'  Porttigueze  upon  this,  applied  themfelves  to  Foreign 
■*'  Courts  with  unwearied  Diligence. 

"  At  laft,  on  the  nth  of  December  the  fame  Year, 
''  Don  Chriftopher  the  younger,  Son  of  Don  Antonio^ 
*'  once  King  of  Portugal^  attended  by  Sebqftian  Figuera^ 
''  srriv'd  at  Venice^  with  Letters  from  the  States  Gene- 
*^  ral  and  Prince  Maurice,  Upon  this,  a  Day  of  Au- 
*'  dience  was  appointed,  on  which  the  Perfon  calling 
*'  himfelf  Sehajlian^  was  feated  on  the  Right  Hand  of 
"  thfe  Prince,  and  permitted  to  deliver  his  Pretenfions 
*'  in  Writing  to  the  Duh^  and  two  Hundred  Senators^ 
"  who  when  they  fpoke  to  him  gave  him  the  Title  of 
*'  IlluJlriJJimo,  This  was  on  the  Tuefday^  on  Wedtief- 
*'  day^  Thu7-fday,  and  Friday^  the  Council  was  conti- 
*'  nued.  At  Ten  in  the  Evening  of  the  laft  mention^ 
*'  Day,  they  made  their  Report  to  the  Senate^  who  im- 
*^  mediately  fummon'd  Don  SebajHan  before  them,  to 
*^  whom  they  gave  the  fame  Injunction  that  he  had 
*'  before  received  at  Padua-,  while  this  Order  which 
«'  was  in  Writing  was  read,  the  Senators  continued 
*'  ftanding,  while  he  who  call'd  himfelf  Sebajiian  fate, 
**  and  remained  cover'd. 

"  When  he  came  out  he  would  not  fuffer  any  to 
«'  accompany  him  to  the  Houfe  where  he  had  firll 
*'  lodged,  where  he  found  Roderigo  MarqueZy  and  Sa- 
«  hajiian  Figuera^  who  at  the  firft  Sight  of  him  were 
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"  extremely  furpriz'd :  They  faid  he  was  much  chang'd, 
*'  but  that  they  were  pofitive  he  was  the  King,  of  which 
they  advifed  his  Coufin  Don  Chriftopher^  who  there- 
upon ordered  he  fhould  be  conduced  to  the  Lodgings 
of  Don  John  de  CafirOy  which  were  in  a  more  pri- 
"  vate  Part  of  the  City. 

"  There  he  fhew'd  himfelf  to  all  the  Portugueze^ 
*'  obferving  to  them,  that  his  Perfon  was  very  remark- 
**  able,  his  whole  Right  Side  being  bigger  than  his 
*'  Left  I  he  meafured  his  Arms,  his  Legs,  his  Thighs, 
*'  then  kneeling  down,  he  difcover'd  that  his  right 
*'  Shoulder  was  higher  than  his  left  by  three  Inches,  he 
*'  (hewed  them  the  Scar  of  his  right  Eye-brow,  and 
*'  fufFer'd  all  who  defired  to  feel  with  their  Fingers, 
*'  a  remarkable  Cleft  in  his  Skull.  He  then  fhewed 
*'  them  that  he  wanted  a  Tooth  on  the  right  Side  of  his 
*^  lower  Jaw,  which  he  faid  had  been  drawn  hy  Seha- 
*'  Jiian  Nero  his  Barber,  all  the  reft  of  his  Teeth  being 
*'  firm  and  ftrong.  They  would  then  have  had  him  eat, 
*'  but  he  refufed  fo  to  do,  becaufe  it  was  Friday,  As 
*'  thofe  who  were  about  him  came  from  different 
*'  Countries,  fome  were  Habited  after  the  Dutch^  fome 
*'  after  the  Italian^  others  after  the  French  Fafhion ; 
*'  one  whofe  Name  was  Francis  Antonio^  was  in  the 
**  Garb  of  a  Pilgrim,  with  a  Staff  in  his  Hand.  Se- 
*'  hajlian  ftanding  by  the  Fire,  after  continuing  a  long 
*'  Time  filent,  at  laft  faid  with  a  Smile,  Tanto  trage  ! 
*'  JVhat  odd  FaJJnons !  Upon  which,  fome  of  the  Por- 
<'  tugueze  Nobility,  who  had  been  to  that  Time  filent, 
*'  cry'd  out,  that  from  the  Manner  of  his  pronouncing 
*'  thofe  Words,  they  knew  him.  to  be  the  King.  The 
^^  fecond  Night  underftanding  that  all  the  Paffes  into  the 
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««  Country  of  the  Grifim  were  fecured,  he  went  over 
"  into  the  Terra  Firma  in  the  Habit  of  a  Mojik^  but 
*'  when  he  quitted  Paduay  he  refumed  his  Cloak  and 
«  Sword,  took  the  Road  to  Florence^  and  was  there  ar- 
«  refted  by  Order  of  the  Grand  Duke, 

"The  King  oi  Spain  immediately  demanded  that 
^^  he  fhould  be  put  into  his  Hands,  which  the  Grand 
"  Duke  refufed  to  do,  juftifying  himfelf  by  the  Example 
"  of  the  State  of  Venice,     However  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
*'  preparing  to  invade  his  Dominions,  he  caufed  Seha- 
**  Jfian  to  be  fent  to  Orhitello^  and  put  into  the  Hands 
"  of  xht  Spaniards.     The  Wits  in  Italy  were  mightily 
"  divided  on    this  Accident,   fome   commending  the 
"  Grand  Duh  for  difcouraging   an  Impojior ;  others 
"  alledging,  that  it  was  a  diredl  Breach  of  Faith.     He 
"  who  caird  himfelf  King  of  Portugal^  underflood  it 
"  in  this  Light,  he  reproached  the  Grand  Duke's  Of- 
*'  ficers  in  the  fevered  Terms,  adding,    when  he  was 
*'  deliver'd  to  the  Spaniards^  that  he  did  not  doubt  but 
"  God  would  punifh  the  Houfe  ofMedids  for  their  Per- 
*'  iidy  towards  him. 

"  At  Naples  he  was  imprifon'd  in  the  Caftle  del 
"  Ovoy  and  as  the  Portugueze  affirm,  was  lock'd  up  in  a 
"  Chamber  for  Vi^r^^  Days,  without  having  any  Sufte- 
"  nance  given  him,  or  fo  much  as  feeing  the  Face  of  any 
"  Perfon  ;  only  a  Rope  and  a  Knife  of  half  a  Foot 
"  long  were  left  in  a  Corner  of  the  Room.  Sehaflian 
"  did  not  make  Ufe  of  either  of  thefe  Remedies,  but 
"  bore  with  Patience  and  Refignation  all  the  Injuries 
«'  and  Hardfhips  which  were  put  upon  him.  The 
*■'-  fourth  Day  the  Auditor  General,  accompanied  h'j 
««  /^t^^  Secretaries,  made  him  a  Vifit;  This  Magiftrate 
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"  told  the  Prifoner  in  few  Words,  that  provided  he  laid 
"  afide  the  Chimerical  Stile  he  had  hitherto  afiumed, 
<'  he  might  have  Meat,  Drink,  a  convenient  Lodging, 
"  and  other  Accomodations.  I  cannot  do  that ^  faid  he, 
^^  I  am  Don  Sebaftian  King  of  Portugal,  whofe  Sins 
''  have  drawn  upon  him  thefe  fevere  Chajlifementi\  lam 
'^  content  to  die  after  what  manner  you  pleafe^  hut  to  deny, 
^'  the  Truths  that  I  can  never  do.  After  this  he  was 
"  allow'd  Bread  and  Water  for  fome  Time,  and  then 
**  fve  Crowns  a  Month,  and  a  Servant  to  attend  him. 

"  The  Conde  de  Lemos,  at  that  Time  Viceroy  of 
''  Naples,  being  de  (irons  to  fee  him,  he  was  conducted 
*'  to  the  Palace,  where  ent'ring  the  Hall,  and  perceiving 
*'  the  Count  bare-headed,  which  happened  accidentally, 
*'  on  Account  of  the  Heat  of  the  Weather,  he  faid  in 
**  a  grave  and  majeftic  Tone.  Conde  de  Lemos  be  ca- 
"  ver'^d.  The  Spectators  being  aftonilh'd,  the  Count 
*'  asked  him  v/ith  fome  Difdain,  by  what  Authority  he 
'^  bid  him  be  cover'd  ?  By  an  Authority^  replied  the 
^^  Prifoner,  to  which  my  Birth  entituled  me.  But  why, 
"  5/r,  do  you  pretend  not  to  know  me  ?  I  remember  yoii 
««  "oery  well;  my  Uncle  Philip  fent  you  tivice  to  me  into 
"  Portugal,  where  you  had  fuch  and  fuch  private  Confe- 
*'  rencss  with  me.  The  Count,  touch'd  with  this  Dif= 
"  courfe,  continu'd  fome  Time  filentj  at  laft,  he  faid  to 
*'  the  Keeper  who  was  with  him.  Take  him  away,  he 
*'  is  an  Impoflor,  No  Sir,  returned  he,  /  am  the  un- 
*'  fortunate  King  of  Portugal,  and  you  know  it  well, 
*'  J  Man  of  your  ^ality  ought  on  gU  Occafons,  either 
*'  to  be  filent,  or  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  While  the  Conde 
**  de  Lemos  liv'd,  except  his  Imprilbnment,  Sehaflian 
•*  endur'd  no  great  Hardfhip  ;  he  was  allow'd  to  live 
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as  he  pleafed,  and  was  permitted  to  go  to  Chapil 
whenever  he  defir'd  it.  He  fafted  regularly  Friday*s 
and  Saturday' i^  and  during  the  whole  Lent  contented 
himfelf  with  Herbs  and  Roots ^  receiv'd  the  Sacrament ^ 
and  went  to  Confeffion  conftantly. 
"  The  Conde  de  Lemos  was  fucceeded  in  his  Go- 
vernment by  his  Son,  who  treated  Sebafian  with 
great  Rigor.  The  Bifliop  of  Reggio  was  fent  to  ex- 
orcife  him,  (the  Spani/Jj  Miniilry  on  Account  of  his 
Anfwcrs,  afFedting  to  believe  he  was  a  Magician) 
This  Prelate  having  performed  his  Office  with  great 
Solemnity,  the  Prifoner  drew  a  little  Crucifix  out  of 
his  Bofom  :  Behold^  faid  he,  the  Badge  of  my  Pro- 
fejjion^  the  Standard  of  that  Captain  who?n  to  the  laji 
Drop  of  my  Blood  IJhallferve.  On  the  firji  of  Jpril 
1602,  he  was  carried  from  the  Caltle  mounted  upon 
an  Afs^  three  Trumpets  founding  before  him,  and  a 
Herald  proclaiming  thefe  Words,  His  mofl  Catholick 
Majefiy  hath  commanded  this  Man  to  he  led  through 
the  Streets  of  Naples  with  all  Marks  of  Ignominy^ 
and  then  to  ferve  on  Board  the  Gallies  for  Life^  for- 
giving himfelf  out  to  he  Don  Sebaftian  King  of  Por- 
tugal, whereas  he  is  a  Calabrian.  The  Trumpets 
founded  before  and  after  Proclamation.  When  the 
Heralds  fpoke  of  his  calling  himfelf  King,  he  cried 
out,  and  fo  1  am\  when  he  came  to  the  Word  Ca^ 
lahrian^  the  Prifoner  cried  out  again,  that  is  falfe, 
*'  After  this,  he  was  put  on  Board  the  Gallies,  and 
for  a  Day  or  two,  chained  to  the  Oar ;  but  as  fooii 
as  they  were  out  of  the  Port,  they  reftorcd  him  his 
own  Cloaths,  and  treated  him  like  a  Gentleman.  In 
the  Month  Qi  Augujl  1602,  the  Gallies  came  inta 
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**  Port  St.  Lucar^  where  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of 
«*  Medina  Sidonia  delired  to  fee  the  Prifoner.  When 
*'  they  had  convened  together  fome  Time;  Sebajllan 
**  asked  the  Duke  if  he  had  ftill  the  Sword  which  he 
''  gave  him  ?  /  have.,  reply 'd  the  Duke  cautioufly,  a 
*^  Sword  given  me  by  Don  Seballian,  zuhen  he  went  to 
Africk,  which  I  keep  among  other  Swords  prefe?2ted  to 
me.     Let  them  be  brought^  faid  the  Prifoner,  I  /hall 
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*'  knoiv  the  Sivord  I  gave  you,     A  Servant  being  fent 
"  upon  this  Occafion,  returned  prefently  with  a  dozen. 
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Sebajiian  having  examined  them,  one  by  one^  turn'd 
gravely  to  the  Duke  and  faid,  Sir^  my  Sword  is  not 
*'  here.  The  Servant  being  remanded  to  bring  the  reft, 
^^  as  foon  as  he  came  with  them,  Sehajlian  catched  one 
^'  out  of  his  Hand,  crying  out,  This  Sir^  is  the  Sword 
*'  I  gave  you.  When  he  came  to  be  put  on  Board  the 
*'  Gallies,  he  faid  to  the  Dutchefs  :  Madam^  I  have  no- 
**  thing  to  give  you  noiu,  when  I  went  to  Africk  /  gave 
*'  you  a  Ringy  if  you  will  fend  for  it  I  will  tell  you  a 
*'  Secret ;  the  Dutchefs  faid,  it  was  true  the  King  of 
*'  Portugal  had  given  her  a  Ring,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
*^  fent  for.  When  Sebafiian  faw  it,  prefs  it  with  your 
«c  pjfjg^fs  Madam,  faid  he,  the  Jewel  wMy  then  be  ta- 
*'  ken  out,  and  beneath  it  you  will  find  my  Cypher^ 
"  which  proved  true.  The  Duke  and  Dutchefs  {hed 
"  Tears  at  his  Departure.  When  he  took  his  Leave 
*'  he  faid  to  the  Dutchefs,  Madam,  the  Negroe  Slave 
*^  who  attends  you,  formerly  wajhed  my  Lin?ien.  Seba^ 
*'  fiian  was  after  this  imprifoned,  yet  treated  with  Le- 
*'  nity  till  he  died,  which  happened  at  four  Years  End^ 
*^  always  perlifling  that  he  was  in  Truth  what  h^ 
<*  gave  himfelf  out  to  be." 
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Mr.  de  St.  Demiis  was  the  firft  who  fpoke  to  me  of 
the  Neceflity  of  adling  upon  fettled  Principles,  and  pro- 
pofing  fome  certain  End  to  myfelf;  a  Thing  eafily 
apprehended  by  my  Judgment,  but  hardly  reconcileable 
to  my  Inclinations.  I  had  left  my  Country  young  ; 
had  framed  to  myfelf  no  diftincl  Ideas,  either  of  Civil 
or  Ecclefiaftical  Polity  ;  the  Inftrudtions  I  had  receiv'd 
on  one  Hand,  were  hindered  from  making  any  great 
Impreflion  by  thofe  given  me  on  the  other  ;  ±e  odd 
turn  ray  Affairs  had  taken,  had  in  a  manner  joftled  out 
both ;  fo  that  when  I  came  into  this  French  Gentle- 
man's Family,  my  Mind  was  a  kind  of  Blank,  in  which, 
except  the  firft  Principles  of  Morality  and  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  there  was  nothing  written,  or  at  leaft  nothing 
which  might  not  eafily  have  been  effaced.  To  him  I 
flood  indebted  for  moft  of  thofe  Maxims,  which  in  fuc- 
ceeding  Years  preferv'd  me  from  thofe  Misfortunes 
which  are  too  common  to  Wanderers,  and  which  in 
Spight  of  that  roving  Temper,  that  I  could  never  to- 
tally fubdue,  maintained  me  in  a  State  of  tolerable 
Tranquility  in  my  own  Breaft,  and  hindered  me  from 
becoming  cffenfive  to  others.  He  directed  my  Studies, 
inform'd  me  what  Books  were  worth  reading,  and  what 
would  only  burthen  my  Memory  without  informing  my 
Underftanding.  From  him  I  learn*d  to  place  Religion 
in  my  Heart,  and  in  my  Adlions,  without  fuffering  it  to 
dwell  too  much  upon  my  Lips ;  to  preferve  a  refpeiSlful 
Behaviour  towards  the  eftablifh'd  Form  of  Religion^  and 
towards  the  Clergy  in  all  Countries ;  to  habituate  my 
it\^  to  A6ls  of  Charity,  and  to  a  Complacency  for  all 
forts  of  Perfjns  with  whom  I  had  Occafion  to  con- 
vene.   Mr.  Fethsrjlone  inftruded  me  as  to  the  Methods 
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of  remitting  Money,  and  of  travelling  with  Eafe  and 
Safety  through  France  and  Italy.  After  we  had  beeix 
at  Rou€7t  about  fix  Weeks,  he  fet  out  for  P^m,  and  re- 
turned a  few  Days  after  with  the  News  of  his  Uncle'^ 
Death,  which  happened  fuddenly,  the  Day  after  he  air 
riv'd,  hy  which  he  became  pofTefTed  of  a  little  Fortune, 
which  turned  into  ready  Money,  amounted  to  about 
4000  Livres. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1663,  I  received  from  my 
Uncle,  Bills  of  Exchange  for  about  1000/.  with  a  Secu- 
rity oil  his  Eftate  for  the  Remainder  of  my  Fortune. 
I  then  determined  to  travel  into  Italy^  not  judging  it 
proper  to  refide  at  Paris^  on  Account  of  the  Influence 
of  the  Englijh  Court,  and  the  Pains  which  I  knew  had 
been  taken  to  apprehend  fuch  as  had  been  for  the  Par- 
liament^ and  had  fled  on  that  Account  into  France,  We 
determined  to  itt  out  in  April,  and  in  the  mean  Time, 
Mr.  de  St.  Dennis  carried  me  to  moft  of  the  remarkable 
Places  in  Normandy,  giving  me  proper  Information  as 
to  the  Antiquities,  and  other  Particularities,  whereby 
they  were  rendered  remarkable. 

The  Caftle  oilvetot,  with  a  pretty  Lordfhip  round 
it,  lies  at  a  fmall  Diftance  from  Rouen,  it  was  at  the 
Time  that  I  faw  it  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  de  Bellay,  a 
Perfon  of  great  Family,  and  who  feldom  refided  there. 
This  Manor  or  Lordfhip,  is  the  Glory  of  the  Pais  de 
Caux,  having  been  formerly  a  diftindt  Kingdom,  and 
remaining  to  this  Day  a  Principality,  of  which  this  is, 
as  I  was  informed,  an  authentick  Account.  Gautier  de 
Ivetot  was  Chamberlain  to  King  Chtaire,  and  a  Gen- 
tleman of  great  Courage,  as  well  as  wonderful  Probity; 
Qualities  which  gained  him  the  Love  of  his  Sovereign, 
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and  in  Confequence  thereof,  the  Hatred  of  his  Courtiers, 
who  devifed  fo  many  Stories  to  his  Prejudice,  that  the 
poor  Man  thought  proper  to  retire  from  Court,  and  even 
to  quit  his  native  Country.  Ten  Years  he  travelled 
Abroad,  and  vi^ith  equal  Valour  and  Succefs,  fought 
againft  the  Sarracens.  At  length  being  defirous  to  re- 
turn into  France,  he  vi^ent  to  Rome,  where  he  was  re- 
ceiv'd  by  Pope  Agapetus  with  great  Honours,  and  ob- 
tain'd  Letters  recommendatory  to  King  Chtaire,  which 
he  prefented  him  at  Amiens  on  Good-Friday,  as  the  King 
was  at  Chapel.  At  firft  the  King  did  not  remember 
him,  but  perceiving  by  the  Fopi^  Letters  who  he  was, 
he  fuddenly  catch'd  a  Sword  from  one  of  his  Guards, 
and  kiird  the  unfortunate  Gentleman,  who  was  on  his 
Knees  before  him.  The  Fope  fo  highly  refented  this 
Fadl,  that  he  immediately  fent  a  Legate  to  inform  the 
King,  that  he  would  put  him  and  his  whole  Kingdom 
under  an  InterdiSl,  if  he  did  not  give  the  Church  Satis- 
faction for  the  Murder  of  Gauiier  de  Ivetot,  The  King 
thereupon  declared,  that  as  he  had  violated  the  Bonds 
by  which  Princes  and  Subjeds  are  united  to  each  other, 
he  was  content  to  releafe  the  Defcendants  of  Gautier 
de  Ivetot,  from  all  Homage,  Fealty,  or  other  Obliga- 
tion, in  refped  of  the  Lands  by  him  pofleffed  at  that 
Day,  which  he  accordingly  did  by  a  folemn  Adl  dated 
A.  D.  553.  Thus  the  Lordfliip  of  Ivetot  was  eredled  in- 
to  a  Kingdom  j  but  on  the  Extin6tion  of  the  Family, 
the  Title  was  reduc'd  to  that  of  a  Frincipality, 

The  Fais  de  Cam  is  one  of  the  richeft  Diftridsof 
Normandy,  tho'  not  very  large,  the  Worth  of  this  Ter- 
ritory may  be  guefTed  from  the  following  fhort  and  plea- 
fant  Defcription. 
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Au  noble  pays  de  Caux, 

T  a  quatre  jibbayes  Royaux^ 

Six  Prieurez  conventaux^ 

Et  fix  Barons  de  grand  arroy^ 

Quatres  Comtes,  trois  Dues,  un  Roy, 

The  Englijh  of  which  is ; 

In  the  fruitful  Pays  de  Caux, 
Royal  Abbies  there  are  four. 
Six  fair  Priories  alfo. 

Of  Baronies  as  many  more  : 
Four  Earls,  three  Dukes,  from  thence  their  TiVZ?;  bring. 
And  what  is  greater  ftill Here  dwells  a  KING, 

The  King  hinted  at  in  thefe  Verfes,  is  the  King  of 
Ivetot  before-menlion'd  ;  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  fet  down 
the  Names  of  the  other  Places  mention'd  in  the  Verfes. 
It  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  Diepe,  Havre  de  Grace,  Har* 
fleur,  and  other  remarkable  Places  are  feated  in  this  Dif- 
tridt.  The  Eftates  of  the  Inhabitants  defcend  to  the 
eldeft  Son  entire,  contrary  to  the  Cuftom  of  Normandy^ 
hy  which  Lands  defcend  in  Gavel-kind, 

Our  next  Journey  was  towards  the  other  Side  of 
Normandy,  viz.  to  Caen.  It  is  certainly  a  very  antient, 
and  remains  to  this  Day,  a  very  beautiful  and  pleafant 
Place  ;  but  to  believe  that  it  was  built  by  an  Ifraelite, 
called  Cademoth,  or  that  the  famous  Cadmus  laid  its  lirll 
Stone,  requires  more  Faith  than  an  intelligent  Man  is  ufu- 
ally  Mafter  of.  Without  troubling  one's  felf  farther,  as 
to  a  Point  not  eaiily  to  be  fettled,  let  it  fuffice  that  it  is 
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ftrong,  populous,  rich,  and  pleafant,  watered  by  two 
fair  Rivers,  and  feated  but  at  a  very  fmall  Diftance  from 
the  Sea.  Adorned  with  a  Univerfity,  and  proteded  by 
a  Caflle,  which,  if  its  Fortifications  anfwered  its  Situa- 
tion, could  not  be  eafily  taken.  In  this  Caftle  there  is 
a  Donjon^  or  high  fquare  Tower ;  in  antient  Times 
the  Mark  ©f  a  Barony^  or  Lordfliip.  In  this  City,  a- 
mongft  other  ftately  religious  Houfes,  ftands  an  Abbey> 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity^  which  acknowledges  for 
its  Founder,  William  the  Conqueror,  In  1542,  a  Vault 
being  opened  in  a  Church  of  the  faid  Abbey,  there  the 
Bodies  of  that  Prince^  and  of  his  Wife  Matilda^  were 
found.  This  City  is  the  Capital  of  lower  Normandyy 
and  the  Head  of  a  Bailiwick^  which  derives  it  Name 
from  thence,  and  is  of  a  very  confiderable  Extent. 
-Yet  with  all  thefe  Advantages,  it  is  not  a  Bifhoprick, 
but  makes  a  Part  of  the  Diocefe  of  the  Bifliop  of 
Bayeux, 

There  are  many  Monuments  of  the  Englijh  Do- 
minion in  this,  as  indeed  there  are  in  moft  of  the  re* 
markable  Places  in  Normandy^  and  many  of  the  Gentry 
are  of  Sirnames  well  known  in  England.  This  gives 
iht  Inhabitants  a  peculiar  AfFe£lion  for  the  Natives  of 
our  Ifland  5  but  I  cannot  agree  with  fome  fanguine  Tra- 
vellers, that  they  are  defirous  of  returning  under  our 
Dominion,  the  French  in  general  being  as  loyal  to  their 
Princes,  as  moll  Nations  in  Europe. 

At  my  Return  to  Roa?^  I  expeded  to  have  found  a 
Letter  from  my  Uncle,  in  Anfwer  to  a  long  Epiftle  I 
had  written  him,  as  to  my  Intention  of  vifitmg  Italy  ; 
but,  to  my  great  Surprlze_,  no  Letter  was  come,  nei- 
ther did  I  receive  one  in  three  Weeks  3  I  was  afraid  of 
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writing  again,  no  Friend  in  England  had  my  Addrefs,  it 
was  dangerous  lo  make  any  Enquiries  at  Paris  ^  at 
length,  growing  very  impatient,  Mr.  Fetherftone,  tho' 
his  Affairs  were  rather  in  a  worfe  Situation  than  mine,  I 
mean  with  Refpecl  to  the  Government,  offered  to  go 
to  England  to  obtain  fome  Satisfadion.  I  cannot  tell, 
whether  in  Juflice  I  ought  to  have  expofed  him  to  fo 
great  a  Rifque  as  he  ran  ;  but  being  a  young  Man,  and 
as  yet  little  acquainted  with  Difappointments,  I  readily 
accepted  his  Kindnefs,  and  we  immediately  concerted 
the  Means  for  his  PalTage  from  Calais  without  Sufpicion. 

M.  de  St.  Dennis  had  fome  Manufcripts  relating  to  Che- 
miflry,  which  he  caufed  to  be  very  fairly  tranfcribed, 
bound  in  a  Velvet  Cover,  and  embolfed  with  Gold,  the 
whole  fo  tindlured  with  a  Solution  of  Saffron^  that  they 
appeared  to  have  been  written  a  long  Time.  Thefe 
Manufcripts  Mr.  Fetherjione  carry'd  to  Paris ^  and  by  the 
Means  of  an  Englijh  Roman  Catholick,  whofe  Name 
was  Talbot^  got  himfelf  recommended  to  an  Agent  of 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham^ s^  who  firft  endeavour'd  to  buy 
the  Manufcripts;  and  finding  that  impradicable,  pro- 
cured PafTes  for  my  Friend  under  the  Name  of  Vincent  U 
Blanc^  to  go  over  into  England  with  a  certain  fealed 
Packet  direded  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

This  Scheme  fucceeded  perfectly  well.  Mr.  Fe^ 
therjione  came  fafe  to  London^  took  Lodgings  in  St.  Mar- 
tinh'Lane^  and  after  three  Weeks  Negociation  with  the 
Duke,  fold  him  the  Manufcripts  for  fixty  Pounds.  In 
this  Time  he  learned  that  a  Plot  either  real  or  pretended 
had  been  difcovered,  and  my  Uncle,  on  Account  of  fome 
Remittances  made  to  General  Ludlow^  had  been  appre* 
ihended  and  brought  up  to  London^  where  tho'  there  was 

no 


[  44  3 

no  Foundation  for  this  Sufpicion,  after  nine  Weeks  dofe 
Imprifonment,  he  was  at  length  not  totally  fet  at  Liberty, 
but  admitted  to  Bail.  When  he  was  by  this  means  at 
Liberty  as  to  his  Perfon,  Mr.  Fetherjlone  faw  him,  and 
received  from  him  Inftrudions  for  me  not  to  write  any 
more  by  the  Method  hitherto  ufed ;  he  likewife  fignified 
Ills  Approbation  of  my  going  into  Italy ^  and  gave  Mr. 
Fetherjlone  fome  Letters  for  Englljh  Gentlemen  there. 
This  Bufinels  being  done,  Mr.  Fetherjlone  prepared  for  his 
Return,  and  upon  Application  to  the  Duke,  eafily  pro- 
cured futh  Licences  as  were  neceflary  for  his  pafling  out 
of  the  Kingdom.  The  Day  before  he  was  to  fet  out 
taking  a  walk  in  the  Park,  he  was  met  and  known  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Broivn,  who  had  been  an  Officer  in 
Crojnweirs  Guards  ;  the  Colonel  prefTed  him  to  dine 
with  him,  which  after  fome  Difficulty  Mr.  Fetherjlone 
confented  to,  and  fixed  on  a  Houfe  in  Old-Palace-Tard^ 
promifing  to  be  there  exadlly  at  One  o' Clock.  But  when 
he  had  thus  difengag'd  himfelf  for  the  prefent,  he  fent 
his  Cloak-bag  to  an  Inn  in  Southivark^  and  taking  Poft- 
Horfes,  made  the  utmoft  Difpatch  to  Dover,  where  em- 
barking, in  three  hours  time  he  pafs'd  to  Calais^  and  from 
thence  came  the  next  Day  to  Roan. 

When  after  the  firft  Compliments,  he  told  me  this 
Story-  and  I  asked  him  how  he  came  to  fatigue  himfelf 
fo  exceffively,  when  there  was  no  appearance  of  the  Co- 
loners  betraying  him  ;  he  anfwered.  That  it  was  one  of 
Thur\oe\  Maxims.  AManJhouldin  nowife  hazard  his  Safe- 
ty for  a'  Dinner,  and  a  little  idle  Chat,  tohich  can  never 
produce  much  Good,  and  may  pojftbly  ijfue  in  Ruin,  I 
was  perfedly  fatisfied  with  his  Condud  in  this  Journey, 
and  on  his  Return  began  to  prepare  in  earneft  for  my 
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PalTage  into  lidy^  where  I  flattered  my  felf  I  fhould  be 
extremely  delighted,  though  I  knew  not  why  or  where- 
fore 5  which  I  take  to  be  a  Circumftance  no  way  peca- 
liar  to  me,  but  common  to  molt  young  Travellers,  who 
feek  Pleafure  in  every  Thing  but  ^iet,  which  on  this 
Side  of  the  Grave  is  moft  capable  of  affording  true  Satis- 
fadlion* 

A  little  before  I  fet  outM.  deSt.Demis,  receiv'd  Ad- 
vice from  P{2ns,  that  a  Perfon  of  Diltindion  to  whom 
he  was  well  known,  was  to  go  fhortly  to  Italy  on  the 
King's  Affairs.  The  good  old  Man  laid  hold  of  this 
favourable  Opportunity  to  procure  for  me  a  very  com- 
modious Method  of  Travelling,  For  the  better  efieft- 
ing  of  this  he  invited  M.  de  St.  Pauly  a  very  ancient 
Gentleman,  and  Uncle  to  him  in  whofe  Train  I  was 
to  go,  to  come  to  his  Houfe  to  Supper.  This  Gentle- 
man, tho' he  was  little  lefs  than /i'Z^/y^^r^,  had  abundance 
of  Life  and  Spirit,  and  told  us  many  entertaining  Stories, 
efpecially  of  the  Court  of  Hsnry  IV.  in  which  he  had 
liv'd  four  or  five  Years.  I  laid  hold  of  this  Opportu- 
nity to  enquire  into  the  Particulars  of  that  Prince's 
Death.  M.  de  St.  Paul  told  me,  that  many  things  were 
remarked  concerning  it,  v/hich  were  truly  extraordinary, 
of  which  he  gave  us  a  Multitude  of  Inftances,  the  moil 
remarkable  were  thefe. 

On  Thurfdaylht  13th  pf  May  16 10,  being  the  Day 
of  the  Queen's  Coronation,  and  the  Day  before  the 
Murder  of  the  King ;  his  Majefty  in  the  Evening  was 
fpeaking  with  great  Marks  of  Tendernefs  of  the  Queen, 
and  of  her  Condu6l,  during  the  Ceremony ;  La  Brojfe^ 
an  old  Phyfician,  difcouriing  with  the  Duke  de  Vendome^ 
faid.  If  his  Majefty  cut -lives  a  Mi/chief  vjhich  threatens 
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him  at  prefent^  he  will  live  thefe  thirty  Years,  The  Duke 
de  Vendome  immediately  defired  the  King  to  hear  what 
La  Brojfe  had  to  fay.  IVhat  is  it  ?  faid  the  King  tartly. 
The  Duke  held  his  Peace,  but  the  King  conimanding 
him  to  fpeak  ;  he  told  him  what  La  Brojfe  had  juft  be- 
fore faid :  He  is  an  old  Fool  for  telling  you  fuch  Things^ 
and  you  are  a  young  Fool  (laid  the  King)  if  you  believe  him. 
Sire,  returned  the  Duke,  One  ought  not  to  believe  fuch 
Things,  but  one  may  fear  them.  All  France  is  bound  to 
take  Care  of  your  Majefty  ;  and  as  for  me,  I  am  more 
hou'rid  thereto  than  any  other.  Let  me  befeech  you  to  hear 
La  Brolle.  Hold  your  Tongue,  cried  the  King,  /  will  not 
hear  him.  Well  Sire,  faid  the  Duke  of  Vendome  then,  / 
will  carry  him  to  the  Duke,  If  you  do,  faid  the  King  haftily, 
/  will  never  love  you  more.  He  repeated  thefe  Words 
in  fo  angry  a  Tone,  that  the  Duke  of  Vendome  defifted, 
and  La  Broffe  was  not  heard. 

The  fame  Day  as  the  King  was  going  with.,  the 
Queen  into  his  Cabinet,  he  ftopp*d  to  fpeak  to  fomebody, 
upon  which  the  Qtieen  ftopp'd  alfo,  Faffez,  paffez^ 
Madam  la  Regente,  i.  e.  Go  on,  go  on.  Madam  thf 
Regent,  faid  the  King.  A  few  Days  before  his 
Death  the  Queen  had  two  odd  Dreams.  She  fancied 
that  the  Diamonds,  Rubies,  and  other  Jewels  in  her. 
Crown,  were  changed  into  Pearls,  and  that  ihe  was 
told  Pearls  fignified  Tears.  The  Night  after  fhe  ftafted 
and  cried  out  in  her  Sleep ;  the  King  waking,  catchal 
her  in  his  Arms,  and  asked  her  what  was  the  Viii^t, 
I  have  had  a  frightful  Dream,  faid  fhe,  but  Dreams  an 
Delufions.  I  have  always  thought  fo  too,  faid  the  King  ; 
however  tell  me  what  it  was.  With  much  Intreaty  fhe 
proceeded.     /  dreamt,   faid  fhe,   that  you  were  Jlabb'd 
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with  a  Knife  under  the  (hort  Ribs.     Blejfed  he  God^  fald 
the  King,  it  was  but  a  Dream^  and  fo  went  to  Sleep. 

On  the  Day  the  King  was  kiird,  he  was  obferved  to 
be  very  uneafy ;  nay,  he  obferv'd  it  himfelf,  and  faid 
feveral  Times,  that  fomething  fat  heavy  on  his  Fleart. 
When  he  was  going  out  he  afked  if  the  Coach  was  be- 
low. The  Villain  who  kilFd  him  was  at  the  Foot  of 
the  Stairs,  and  was  heard  to  mutter.  /  Jhall  have  yoUy 
you  are  loji.  He  thrice  took  leave  of  the  Queen  before 
he  w^ent  into  the  Coach.  He  then  feemed  to  refume 
himfelf,  he  forbid  the  Guards  to  follow  him  out  of  the 
Louvre ;  fent  the  Captain  to  the  Palais  y  the  Lieutenant 
was  lick ;  the  Enlign  was  gone  with  a  Meflage  to  the 
Frefident  du  Harlay ;  fo  that  the  Coach  was  open  on  all 
Sides  'y  his  Attendance  went  through  another  Street ;  the 
Rue  de  la  Ferronneire  being  very  narrow,  was  encum- 
ber'd  with  two  Waggons,  one  laden  with  Wine,  the 
other  with  Corn,  which  obliged  the  King's  Coach  to 
flop.  At  that  Inflant  the  King  threw  back  his  Cloak, 
and  put  himfelf  into  fiich  a  Pofition,  as  left  his  Side  whol- 
ly expofed  to  the  AJfaJfin^  who  faid  himfelf  afterwards, 
that  he  thruft  his  Knife  into  the  King's  Body,  as  into  a 
^ach  of  Corn, 

It  was  remark'd,  that  in  the  Space  of  a  Week  the 
French  faw  two  Kings  interred,  w^ho  both  died  by  the 
Knives  of  AjfaJJins  ;  for  but  a  few  Days  before  his  own 
Death,  Henry  IV.  had  caufed  his  Predecellbr  to  be  fo- 
lemnly  interred.  It  is  certain  that  in  Flanders  the  King's 
Death  was  fpoke  of  as  foon  as  it  happen'd,  and  the 
Queen's  Jeweller  receiv'd  a  Letter  the  next  Day  from 
one  of  his  Correfpondents,  defiring  that  he  would  inform 
liim  whether  the  King  was  kill'd  or  no.    M,  de  St.  Paul 
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laid  great  Strefs  on  thefe  Omens  \  and  indeed  I  have  heard 
others  fpeak  of  them  with  Surprize ;  for  my  own  part, 
I  know  not  what  to  fay  ;  this  I  know,  that  many  rafh 
and  ignorant  People  difregard  and  laugh  at  thefe  Things, 
and  that  Men  of  great  Wifdom  and  Learning  fpeak  of 
them  with  Diffidence,  and  ftrive  rather  to  encourage 
others  to  flight  them,  than  fhew  any  real  Contempt  of 
them  themfelves. 

By  the  Help  of  this  Mr.  de  St. Paul,  I  was  fo  efFedlually 
recommended  to  the  Count  de  Gaffion^  that  he  readily 
confented  to  my  going  with  him  into  Italy  ^  and  even 
did  me  the  Honour  of  his  Intimacy  and  Friendfhip. 
Mr.  Fetherjlone  had  engag'd  in  fome  Concerns  of  Trade, 
and  therefore  chofe  to  remain  at  Roan,  When  all  things 
were  ready,  my  private  Concerns  fettled,  and  my  Debt, 
tho'  not  my  Obligation  to  my  kind  Holl  M.  de  St, 
Dennis  difcharg'd,  I  fet  out  with  my  Man  Johnfon  for 
Paris. 

The  City  of  i?(?^«  is  as  pleafant,  populous,  and  well 
built  as  any  in  France.  Ships  of  confiderable  Burden 
come  up  the  River  Seine.,  and  lye  clofe  to  the  Key.  The 
Bridge  which  rifes  and  falls  with  the  River,  is  venerable 
for  its  Antiquity,  admirable  for  its  Beauty,  and  valuable 
for  its  Conveniency.  At  Roan  the  Parliament  of  Nor^ 
tnandy  is  fixed,  it  alTembles  in  an  elegant  Building  by  far 
more  beautiful  and  {lately,  as  well  as  more  neat  and  con- 
venient than  that  at  Paris^  deftin'd  to  the  fame  Ufe.  It 
is  compofed  of  two  Prefidents,  twenty  Counfellors,  and 
as  many  Advocates  as  the  Court  thinks  fit  to  admit. 
ThQ  firji  Prefident  takes  Place  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Province,  unlefs  in  a  Convention  of  the  Eftates,  for 
there  the  Governor  prefides.     The  Archbifhop  of  Roan 
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is  Primate  of  Normandy^  and  the  firil  of  his  Predeceflbrs 
was  confecrated  Archbifhop  during  the  general  Council 
at  Aries  under  Conjtantine  the  Great,  The  Revenue  of 
the  See  may  amount  to  three  thoufand  Pounds  per  Ann* 
of  our  Money.  Belides  the  CathedraL  and  Religious 
Houfes  there  are  in  Roan  thirty -two  Parifh- Churches. 
The  Metropolitan  Church  is  dedicated  to  our  Lady^  and 
is  remarkable  for  its  having  three  fine  Towers.  One  of 
thefe,  becaufe  it  was  built  with  the  Money  arifing  from 
the  Sale  of  Difpenfations  to  eat  Butter  in  Lent^  is  called 
La  Tour  de  Beurre^  or  the  Butter  Tower.  In  the  Tov/er 
over  the  Porch  hangs  the  great  Bell  fo  much  talk'd  of> 
call'd  from  him  who  placed  it  there,  George  Amboife, 
It  is  about  thirteen  Foot  high,  eleven  in  Diameter,  and 
v/eighs,  as  the  old  French  Verfes  upon  it  tell  us.  Forty 
Thoufand  Pounds. 

The  principal  Abbey  is  dedicated  to  St.  Owen^  of 
whom  I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  tell  a  Story  that  is  however 
univerfally  received  here.  They  fay  there  was  a  great 
Dragon  in  the  Neighbourhood  which  did  prodigious 
Mifchief,  and  which  became  at  laft  fo  formidable,  that 
the  People  began  to  quit  their  Houfes,  and  to  leave  the, 
Country  defolate.  Romanus  was  then  Archbifhop  of 
Roan^  who  commiferating  the  Dillrefs  of  his  Flock,  re- 
folved  to  gOt  in  Quell  of  this  Dragon.  Before  he  fet  out 
he  chofe  for  his  Companions,  a  Thief  ^nd  ^Murderer, 
who  were  at  that  time  in  Prifon.  When  he  drev7  near 
the  Dragon's  Den,  and  that  dreadful  Creature  came  hif- 
iing  towards  him,  the  Thief  took  to  his  Heels,  but  the 
Murderer  ftuck  fall  by  the  Archbifhop,  who  when  he 
had  offered  up  his  Prayers  to  God^  took  off  his  Stole,  and 
advancing  dire<ftlyto  the  Dragon^  put  it  about  his  Neck, 
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and  delivered  him,  thus  made  Prifoncr,  to  the  Murderer ^ 
who  carried  the  Creature  in  Triumph  to  the  City^  where 
it  was  firlt  Itrangled,  and  then  burnt  to  Afties.  This 
Exploit  is  faid  to  have  been  performed  on  Holy  Thurfday^ 
in  what  Year  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay.  Thus  much  is 
certain,  that  St.  Oiven^  who  fucceeded  St.  Romanus^ 
certified  this  Fad  to  King  Dagohert^  about  the  Year  of 
Chrill  635,  and  obtained  from  him  a  perpetual  Edi6l> 
whereby  the  Cmions  of  the  Cathedral  Church  are  vefted 
wnth  a  Power  of  delivering  on  every  Jfce?ifton-Day^  any 
Criminal  appointed  to  fuifer  Death.  But  the  Criminal 
muft  give  Security  to  affift  either  himfelf,  or  by  Proxy ^  at 
the  annual  Proceffion  in  Memory  of  this  Miracle  for 
feven  Years. 

NORMJNDT^  divided  into  the  higher  ?Lnd  lozver^ 
is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Pi'ovinces  in  France,  as 
well  in  Regard  to  its  Fertility,  as  Extent,  and  always 
made  a  very  diftinguiflied  Figure  in  the  World.  It  was 
formerly  reckon'd  a  Part  of  Neu/lria,  or  the  Kingdom 
of  SoiJJons,  but  in  the  ninth  Century  it  changed  its  Name 
and  its  Mailers,  being  yielded  by  Charley  the  Simple  to 
the  Normans,  whereupon  Rollo  their  Prince  call'd  it 
Normandy,  and  ftiled  himfelf  Duke  thereof.  The  De- 
fcendant  and  SuccefTor  of  this  Prince,  William  the  Con- 
queror, annexed  it  to  England.  When  John,  the 
Grandfon  of  that  Prince  mounted  the  Throne,  he  fei- 
zed  this  Dutchy  as  well  as  he  had  done  the  Kingdom, 
in  Prejudice  to  his  Nephew  Arthur,  who  in  a  ftiort  time 
after  was  murdered,  with  Circumftances  itrongly  inli- 
nuating  the  Connivance  at  leall,  if  not  the  Direflion  of 
his  Uncle.  Upon  this  King  John,  as  a  Peer  of  France, 
was  fummoned  to  anfv^er  before  the  Parliament  0^ Paris, 
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where  by  negleding  to  appear,  either  by  himfelf  or  Proxy, 
he  was  by  Jrret  of  Parliament  declared  Convid,  and 
his  Lands  forfeited.  Whereupon  Philip  Augujlus^  Kino* 
of  France^  did  in  the  Year  1202,  feize  the  faid  Dutchy 
into  his  Hands. 

It  was  afterwards  however  recovered  by  the  Englijhy 
and  finally  taken  from  them  by  Charles  VII.  and  infe- 
parably  annexed  to  the  Crown  by  Lewis  XL  Leivis  XII, 
fixed  the  Parliament  at  Roan^  and  fucceeding  Kings 
have  honoured  it  with   other  Favours.     The  Normans 
however  do  not  forget  that  they  were  once  a  free  and  in- 
dependent People,    but  have  fo   vigoroufly  infifted  on 
their  Privileges  at  all  Times,    that  they  have  hitherto 
conferved  molt  of  them,  particularly  that  of  being  go- 
verned by  their  own  Laws,  and  being  exempted  from 
a  great  many  Taxes.     In  other  Refpe6ls  the  Normans 
are  very  good  Subjeds,  and  as  they  are  an  induftrious 
trading  People  furnifn  to  the  Royal  Revenue  very  large 
Sums.     Wine  is  wanting  to  this  Province,  but  the  De- 
ficiency is  tolerably  well  fupplied  by  a  great  Quantity  of 
good  Cyder^  which  is  the   comm.on  Drink  of  the  Na- 
tives, and  much  more  than  compenfated  by  the  abun- 
dance of  fine  Wheat,  which  is  the  Glory  of  this  Coun- 
try, and  which  is  produced  with  half  the  Cultivation  ne- 
ceflary  in  our  own.     The    People  are  ftrong,    hardy, 
and  induftrious,  fairer,  and  more  frefh-colour'd  than  in 
other  Parts  of  France^  and  lefs  fubjedl  to  the  Gout  and 
Stone,  than  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Provinces  which  a- 
bound  in  Vineyards,    and  are  confequently  well  Itored 
with  Wine*     Their  great  Vice  is  Litigioufnefs  j  and  in 
Truth  they  need  not  have  a  worfe,  fince  it  is  the  Pa- 
rent of  Fraud,  Malice,  and  ill  Neighbourhood. 
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During  the  Stay  I  made  at  Paris ^  I  lodg'd  at  the 
Honfe  of  Mr.  UAulnoy  ;  he  was  himfelf  a  Man  of  good 
Senfe,  great  Worth,  and  much  Learnings  his  Lady 
the  fiioft  agreeable  Woman  in  the  World,  and  held  to 
write  the  beft  Stile  in  France  of  any  of  her  Sex,  after 
Madam  de  Scudery.  I  remain'd  at  this  Gentleman's 
Houfe  but  three  Weeks,  and  in  that  fmall  Space  I  was 
fenfible  that  I  improved  my  felf  very  much  in  the  French 
.Language.  At  my  fetting  out  for  Italy  I  carry'd  with 
me  a  hundred  Piftoles  and  Bills  for  three  hundred  more 
on  Mr.  Hob/on  at  Venice,  The  fame  Sum  I  depolited 
in  the  Hands  of  a  Banker  at  Paris,  having  alfo  fome 
Money  in  the  Hands  of  M.  de  Sf.  Dennis  at  Roan,  My 
Dengn  was  firft  to  vilit  the  principal  Places  in  Italy,  and 
then  to  return  into  France,  that  from  thence,  if  the 
Times  in  refpe<5l  to  my  Aff?.irs  were  mended,  I  might 
pafs  over  into  England. 

We  left  Paris  in  the  Month  of  March,  in  order  to 
go  to  Nevers.  The  Count,  and  two  other  Gentlemen, 
were  in  one  Coach,  his  Secretary  M.  de  St.  Florentine 
my  felf  and  two  others  of  his  Attendants  in  a  fecond 
Coach,  and  he  had  nine  Domeflicks  befides.  We  were 
eleven  Days  complete  in  reaching  Nevers,  which  is  ac- 
counted fifty  eight  Leagues  from  Paris.  We  relied 
there  three  Days  by  reafon  of  the  Count's  ufing  fome 
Waters  in  its  Neighbourhood,  which  gave  me  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  viewing  the  Place. 

It  is  an  ancient  and  no  very  large  City,  though  a 
Bifhoprick,  and  the  Capital  of  a  Dutchy,  and  of  the 
Territory  call'd  Nivernois.  The  Ducal  Palace  is  a  very 
fme  Structure,  and  was  richly  furnifhed,  but  the  molt 
remarkable  Rarity  in  it  is  a  curious  Marble  Table,  not 
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very  large,  but  finely  vein'd,  and  which  is  indeed  fur- 
priling,  perfedly  tranfparent,  either  by  Night  or  Day, 
for  a  Lamp  being  placed  behind,  may  be  diftindtly  {een 
through  it.  Nevers  is  likewife  adorned  with  an  ancient 
Cathedral  dedicated  to  St.  Cyr\  There  is  alfo  a  Bridge 
over  the  Loire^  which  is  very  remarkable,  confifting  of 
no  lefs  than  twenty  Arches.  Nevers  was  a  County  or 
Earldom  under  the  firft  French  Kings,  was  iirll  ereiSled 
into  a  Dutchy  by  Charles  VII.  It  palled  afterwards  into 
various  noble  Families,  'till  at  length  it  defcended  to  the 
Houfe  of  Gonzaga,  from  w^hom  a  little  while  ago  the 
Cardinal  Miniller  acquir'd  it  not  with  much  Reputation, 
and  hath  procured  it  to  be  creeled  into  a  Dutchy  and 
Peerdom  in  favour  of  his  Nephew  Philip  Mancini  Ma- 
zarine^ a  young  Man  who  continues  as  yet  unmarried. 

From  Nevers  we  proceeded  in  five  Days  to  Lyons ^ 
which  lies  at  the  Diftance  of  forty-five  Leagues.  This 
is  beyond  Comparifon  the  pleafanteft  City  in  France^ 
perhaps  I  fhould  not  err  if  I  faid  in  Europe.  It  differs 
from  all  the  Places  I  ever  beheld,  inafmuch  as  it  is  agree- 
able to  every  Tafte,  having  within  its  Walls  all  Things 
that  can  delight  the  Eye,  or  pleafe  the  Imagination.  Part 
of  the  City  Hands  high.  Part  low.  You  may  live  on 
the  Side  of  a  River,  or  out  of  Sight  of  Water.  Some 
of  its  Streets  have  all  the  Hurry  of  Bufinefs,  others  have 
magnificent  Houfes,  and  at  very  reafonable  Prices,  fo 
fituated  as  to  have  the  Air  of  a  magnificent  Metropolis. 
And  in  the  Skirts  of  this  agreeable  Place  you  may  enjoy 
a  rural  Habitation,  furrounded  with  Fields,  Gardens, 
Vineyards,  and  yet  at  no  great  Diftance  from  the  Heart 
of  the  City  ;  furrounded  as  it  is  with  Hills,  it  is  con- 
tinually warm,   and  as  thofe  Hills  are  extremely  well 
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cultivated,    they  afford  the  fineft  Profpefl  that  can  be 
imagined. 

The  Saone  pailes  through  the  City ;  the  Rhofne 
wafhes  its  Walls ;  the  Stone  Bridge  over  the  former  con- 
fiftsof  nine  Arches,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  Cruelty 
exercifed  thereon  by  Caligula^  who  caufed  alj  fuch  as 
difputed  before  him  and  did  not  prevail,  to  be  thrown 
from  thence  into  the  River  and  drowned,  as  Juvenal  in- 
forms us.  The  Bridge  over  the  Rhofne  is  by  far  more 
remarkable  ;  indeed  there  are  few  which  can  be  com- 
pared with  it,  confidering  the  Breadth  and  Rapidity  of 
the  River.  It  confilts  of  twenty-lix  Arches,  nineteen 
large,  and  feven  fmall  ones.  The  Beauty  and  Pleafant- 
nefs  of  Lyons^  though  they  are  certainly  very  great,  are 
not  however  its  principal  Advantages.  Its  Commodi- 
oufnefs  for  Trade  deferves  particular  Attention.  The 
Rhofne  affords  an  eafy  Pallage  to  the  Sea,  and  confe- 
quently  opens  a  Gate  to  the  Mediterranean  Commerce, 
to  that  of  Africl  and  the  Levatit,  Twelve  Leagues  of 
Land-Carriage  fends  all  Sorts  of  Merchandize  to  the 
Loire,  whereby  a  Communication  is  acquired,  not  only 
w^ith  the  moft  diftant  Provinces  of  France,  Holland,  and 
Flanders,  but  alfo  with  Britain  and  the  North.  From 
Montangis  Boats  go  through  a  little  River  into  the  Seine, 
and  fo  to  Paris.  By  this  means  Lyons  is  the  Centre  of 
a  prodigious  Trade,  continually  filled  with  Foreigners, 
and  inhabited  by  abundance  of  Artificers,  and  Mecha- 
nicksof  all  Sorts.  They  have  here  four  free  Fairs  every 
Year,  one,  which  may  be  called  the  firfl,  at  Twelfth-tide ^ 
the  fecond  at  Eafler,  the  third  in  Auguft,  and  the  laft 
on  the  Day  dedicated  to  the  Memory  of  All-Saints. 
One  principal  Commodity  at  thefe  Fairs  is  Booh,  the 
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Number  of  which,  without  feeing  them,  it  is  impofTible 
to  have  any  Conception  of. 

The  Privileges  beilow'd  on  this  City  for  the  main- 
taining and  encreaiing  thefe  Advantages  are  great ;  and 
which  is  yet  of  more  Confequence,  w^ell  adapted.  The 
Bufmefs  of  Exchange  is ,  wholly  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Florentines^  who  are  perfedlly  well  fkill'd  in  that  myfte- 
rious  Branch  of  Traffick.  The  Germans  have  great 
Immunities,  particularly  this,  that  no  Caufes  in  which 
they  are  Parties  can  be  drawn  out  of  their  own  Courts, 
whether  their  Nature  be  civil  or  criminal.  The  Go- 
vernment of  Lyons  is  by  a  Prevojl  des  Marchands^  and 
ioMr  EfchevinSj  the  latter  chofen  annually,  the  firft  once 
in  two  Years :  When  the  Efchevins  go  out  of  Office, 
they  are  ennobled  of  courfe.  All  Caufes  arc  decided 
here  very  fpeedily,  and  at  a  fmall  Expence,  which  is 
done  in  favour  of  Trade,  and  hath  a  mighty  good  Ef- 
fect. The  Town-houfe  is  a  very  elegant  Fabrick,  ha- 
ving before  it  a  large  fquare  Piazza  with  a  noble  Foun- 
tain ;  here  all  the  City  Courts  are  kept,  and  the  publick 
Bulinefs  tranfa6led. 

The  Cathedral,  dedicated  to  St.  Johuy  is  a  large 
venerable  Pile,  remarkable  chiefly  for  its  Clock,  placed 
in  a  ftately  Tower,  on  the  Top  of  which  flands  a  Cock, 
which  every  Hour  claps  his  Wings  and  crows  twice ; 
then  an  Angel  comes  out  at  a  Door,  which  opens  of  it 
fdf,  and  falutes  the  Virgin  Mary ;  at  the  fame  Time 
the  Holy  Ghoft  appears  in  the  Form  of  a  Dove ;  then 
a  Figure,  reprefenting  the  Eternal  Father,  bleiles  her 
three  Times.  The  Days  of  the  Week  are  reprefented 
by  feven  Figures,  each  of  which  takes  place  in  a  Niche 
in  the  Morning  of  the  Day  it  reprefents^  and  continues 
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there  'till  the  next  Morning.  But  the  greateft  Singu-' 
larity  was  newly  .put  up,  viz.  an  oval  Plate  marked 
with  the  Minutes  of  an  Hour,  which  were  exadlly  point- 
ed to  by  a  Hand  reaching  the  Circumference,  and  which 
in  its  Revolution  infenfibly  dilates  and  contrads  it  felf ; 
the  Difference  of  the  Tranfverfe,  and  conjugate  Dia- 
meters being  ten  Inches,  half  of  which  confequently  is 
the  greateft  Extenfion  of  this  Hand. 

It  appears  by  an  Infcription  on  the  Clock  it  felf,  that 
it  was  repaired  and  improved  by  William  Nourifon^ 
Anno  Dam.  1661.  but  it  was  contrived  long  before  his 
Time  by  Nicholas  Lipp^  a  Native  of  Bafil.  The  Re- 
port goes,  that  the  Magiftrates  of  LyonSy  after  he  had 
iinifhed  this  curious  Machine,  caufed  his  Eyes  to  be  put 
out,  that  he  might  never  be  able  to  perform  the  hke ;  but 
this  is  an  abfolute  Fal/hood,  invented  by  the  Mob  to 
magnify  their  Clock.  As  to  Lipp^  the  Magiltrates  en- 
gaged him  to  fix  at  Lyons^  by  allowing  him  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Salary  to  look  after  his  own  Machine,  which 
he  is  fa  id  to  have  perfected  at  the  Age  of  Thirty^  or  of 
Thirty-iwoy  and  in  the  Year  1598. 

M.  SERFIERy  who  invented  the  Minute-Motion,  I 
have  defcribed  lived  at  this  Time  in  great  Reputation  at 
Lyons.  He  was  in  his  younger  Years  an  Officer  in  the 
Army,  but  all  of  a  fudden  quitted  theXife  of  a  Soldier  and 
came  to  Lyons,  where  he  gave  himfelf  up  wholly  to  the 
Study  of  the  Mechanicks.  The  common  People  believed 
him  a  fecond  Solomon,  and  Perfons  of  the  beft  Senfe  ad- 
mitted he  had  wonderful  Abilities.  As  I  was  ftill  a  very 
young  Man,  I  had  not  the  Confidence  to  apply  to  him 
for  a  Sight  of  his  Curiofities,  becaufe  I  heard  he  was  an 
odd-temper'd  Man,  and  not  over-complaifant  to  Fo- 
reigners, unlefs  they  were  Pprfons  of  very  great  Diftin* 
clion,  I 
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I  TOOK  Care  however  to  find  out  a  Perfon  who  had 
formerly  liv'd  with  him,  and  who  gave  me  an  exa6l 
Detail  of  all  his  Rarities,  the  moft  remarkable  of  which 
were  thefe,  i.  A  flat  Ruler  lying  on  a  Plane  like"  one 
of  our  Cribbidge  Boards,  mark'd  with  Hours,  half 
Hours,  and  Quarters.  The  Hour  of  the  Day  or  Night 
diflinguiftied  thereon  by  the  Paw  of  a  Moufe  creeping 
forward,  and  returning  backwards  of  its  felf.  2.  A 
perpendicular  Ruler  mark'd  in  the  fame  manner,  the 
Time  pointed  out  by  a  Lizard,  afcending  and  defcend- 
ing.  3.  A  brazen  Veflel  with  the  Hours  on  the  Sides, 
this  being  fill'd  with  Water,  an  artificial  Tortoife  is  put 
into  it  by  any  Spectator,  which  after  turning  feveral 
Times,  points  the  exa6l  Time  of  the  Day.  4.  Two 
Dials  at  a  Diftance  from  each  other,  yet  the  Hand  of 
one  being  moved  to  any  Hour,  the  Hand  of  the  other 
was  inftantly  moved  to  the  fame  Hour  of  itfclf.  5. 
A  perpetual  Hour  Glafs,  which  not  only  turns  itfelf, 
but  alfo  changes  in  turning  a  brafs  Figure  on  its  Top, 
fhewing  the  Hour  of  the  Day  or  Night.  Moft  of 
thefe  extraordinary  Machines  are  thought  to  depend 
chiefly  upon  Magnets  or  Load-flsnes,  properly  difpofed. 
I  Ihould  not  have  mentioned  them  if  I  had  not  been 
perfuaded,  as  well  of  the  Poflibility  of  fuch  Performan- 
ces, as  of  the  Veracity  of  him  who  informed  me. 

After  eight  Days  Stay  at  Lyons ^  we  fet  out  for  Ge- 
neva^ where  we  arriv'd  in  three  Days,  having  pafled 
through  a  very  indifferent  Country,  and  feen  in  that 
Space  the  Territories  of  three  independant  States  exclu- 
flve  of  France^  viz,  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ^  the  Canton 
of  Berne^  and  Republick  of  Geneva, 
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On  my  Arrival  at  Geneva,  I  met  with  Letters  from 
Mr.  Fetherftoney  Mr.  St.  Dennis,  and  my  Uncle,  all  ad- 
vifing  me  to  ftay^  for  feme  Time  in  that  City,  which  of 
my  felf  I  was  inclined  to  do,  in  Order  to  learn  the  Ita- 
lian Language,  to  revive  my  Acquaintance  with  ancient 
Authors,  and  to  acquire  fome  Knowledge  of  the  Mathe- 
matics. It  was  no  difficult  Matter  to  fettle  here  to  my 
Contentment,  the  Inhabitants  of  Geneva,  having  a  great 
Regard  for  the  EngliJJ),  on  Account  of  their  conftant 
Correfpondence  with  them  fince  the  Retreat  of  the  Ex- 
iles thither,  in  the  Reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  Befides 
Lieutenant  General  Ludlow,  and  fome  other  Perfons  of 
Diftinftion,  having  refided  there  lately,  and  my  Letters 
being  addrelled  to  one  of  their  Friends,  I  was  prefently 
fettled  in  a  Lodging,  boarded  in  the  fame  Houfe,  and 
recommended  to  the  Profellbrs  of  the  feveral  Sciences 
I  intended  to  fludy,  during  my  Stay  there. 

At  this  Time  the  War  broke  out  between  England 
and  Holland,  ufually  call'd  the  iirll  Dutch  War.  It  ap- 
peared plainly  enough,  that  the  Genevefe  were  more  ad- 
dicted to  the  Dutch,  than  to  us,  which  I  conceive  to  be 
owning  to  two  Caufes,  their  being  under  a  Republican ' 
Government,  and  the  Dutch  having  always  fhewn  a 
warm  AfFeilion  for  the  People  of  Geneva,  efpecially 
teftified  by  a  new  Baftion  towards  the  Rhofne,  the 
whole  Expence  of  which  was  defray'd  by  the  States, 

The  City  of  Geneva  is  as  pleafantly  fituated  as  its 
Inhabitants  can  wifh,  furrounded  by  Mountains,  which 
defend  it  from  the  Eaji  and  PFeJl  Winds,  and  by  which 
as  they  have  many  openings  on  the  North  and  South, 
the  Inhabitants  are  prevented  from  being  incommoded 
with  a  thick  and  moift  Air.    It  is  divided  into  two  Parts 
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by  the  Rhofne^  that  Portion  which  is  on  the  other  Side 
the  River,  is  calFd  the  Burgh  of  St.  Gervafe,  There 
is  a  fine  Bridge  over  the  River  ;  and  on  the  Sides  there- 
of, the  moll  wholefome,  as  well  as  moft  agreeable 
Walks.  The  common  Opinion  is,  that  there  is  in 
this  City  between  thirty  and  forty  Thoufand  Inhabi- 
tants, and  confequently  about  fix  Thoufand  capable  of 
bearing  Arms ;  but  thofe  who  have  examined  Things 
more  clofely,  think  there  are  not  quite  fo  many.  In 
Point  of  Extent,  it  is  not  held  to  be  above  a  third  Part 
as  large  as  the  City  of  Lyons, 

There  is  no  Place  in  the  World  better  ferved  with 
Provifions  than  this ;  they  have  good  Wine,  and  cheap, 
excellent  wild  Fowl,  and  incom.parable  Fifh;  particu- 
larly I'rout^  v/hich  many  believe  to  be  better,  and  lar- 
ger, than  are  to  be  had  in  any  other  Part  of  Europe ; 
whereas  fome  affirm,  there  are  larger  in  Germany  \ 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  Trouts  of  Geneva  weigh  fome- 
times  fifty  Pounds,  which  are  taken  out  of  a  kind  of 
Weirs,  placed  in  the  River.  The  chief  Church  is  that 
of  St.  Peter's^  remarkable  for  two  very  large  Bells,  the 
largeft  requiring  ten  Men  to  Toll  it ;  in  the  Steeple  of 
this  Church  there  is  a  Watch  fet  every  Night,  who  in 
Cafe  of  any  Danger,  alarm  the  Citizens,  either  by 
ringing  a  Bell,  or  difcharging  a  Piece  of  Cannon,  two 
fmall  ones  being  placed  on  the  Steeple  for  that  Purpofe, 
At  each  Gate  of  the  City  there  is  a  Guard,  and  when 
it  is  fet  at  Night,  one  of  the  Soldiers  fays  Prayers.  Be-  ^ 
fides  thefe  Guards,  which  are  compofed  of  the  Garri- 
fon  Troops,  there  are  feveral  Guards  in  the  City  of 
Burgh ers^ndiYitx  are  fuch  Precautions  taken  without  good 
ReafoHa  fince  they  are  in  the   midft  of  Enemies  3  and 
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fo  lately  as  1602,  in  the  Night  of  the  12th  of  Decern- 
her^  the  Duke  of  Savoy  attempted  to  take  the  Place  by 
Scalade,  which  he  had  infallibly  done,  if  the  Savoyard, 
who  was  to  have  fired  the  Petard^  had  not  been  kill'd 
in  attempting  to  perform  it.  In  the  Arfenal  they  have 
Arms  in  conftant  readinefs,  for  about  five  Thoufand 
Men,  with  eight  Pieces  of  Cannon,  and  all  neceflary 
Ammunition.  The  fcaling  Ladders  taken  from  the 
Duke  of  Savofs  Soldiers,  with  other  Trophies  of  their 
Succefs  on  that  Occafion,  particularly  the  Arms  of 
thirteen  Men  of  Quality,  who  were  taken  and  hanged, 
together  with  the  Petard  before-mention'd,  yet  undif- 
charged,  are  fhewn  in  the  fame  Place. 

The  eftablifhed  Religion  of  the  State  is  Calvinifm, 
The  publick  Worfhip  in  their  Churches  is  very  decent 
and  regular  ;  the  Minifters  pray  either  according  to 
their  own  manner,  or  according  to  a  certain  Form 
which  has  been  approved,  tho'  not  impofed.  In  their 
Prayers  they  always  mention  the  French  King,  the  King 
of  England^  the  Cantons  of  Zurich  and  Berne ^  the  Pro- 
teftant  Princes  in  Germany^  his  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Orange^  and  the  States.  Every  Day  in  the  Week 
there  is  a  Sermon  at  Seven  in  the  Morning,  except 
Thurfdays  and  Sundays,  when  there  are  two,  one  at  five, 
and  the  other  at  eight.  The  Minifters  afe  very  zealous, 
and  fometimes  inveigh  bitterly  againfl  the  Corruptions 
of  the  Age  in  which  they  live.  Amongft  thefe  they 
reckon  Mufick,  Dancing,  Shooting,  and  other  Recrea- 
tions, to  which  the  young  People  conftantly  repair 
every  Sunday  in  the  Afternoon  ;  but  it  does  not  appear, 
that  they  have  as  great  an  Influence  in  this  as  in  other 
Things  J  for  tho'  the  Miniftcrs  have  long  preached,  yet 
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the  People  continue  to  Dance  in  Spight  of  all  that  can 
be  faid  to  them. 

Foreigners  have  Monuments  eredled  for  them  in 
the  Churches  of  Geneva  j  amongft  others,  in  the  Church 
of  St.  Peter ^  there  is  one  for  Henry  IT,  Duke  of  Rohan^ 
which  is  very  magnificent.  In  an  old  Cloiller  hard  by, 
there  is  the  Tomb  of  M.  de  Auhi^ny^  of  Sir  Roger 
Toivnjhend^  who  died  in  1647,  ^^^  ^^^  William  Mafs- 
ham^  Bart,  who  died  A.  D.  1662.  But  as  for  the  Ge^ 
ncvefe  themfelves,  they  have  no  Monuments.  The 
Grave  of  the  great  Calvin^  having  nothing  to  diftinguifh 
it  from  that  of  another  Man.  If  any  Italian  Family 
embraces  the  Proteftant .  Religion,  they  are  readily  re- 
ceived, and  willingly  accepted  as  Citizens  of  Geneva-^ 
nay,  there  are  fome  of  their  Pallors  who  have  been  Po- 
pijh  Priefls  and  Jefuits,  of  whom  it  is  obferved,  that 
they  are  remarkably  zealous  in  their  Sermons,  and  fpeak 
with  greater  Vehemence  againft  the  Corruptions  of  the 
Romifh  Church,  than  any  of  their  Brethren. 
.  The  Clergy  here  are  far  from  having  as  large  Sa- 
laries as  in  other  Places,  and  yet  they  labour  almoft  be- 
yond Meafure  -,  befides  daily  Sermons,  and  Catechizings, 
other  publick  Exerciles  are  expeded  from  them,  and 
if  a  Man  hath  not  a  real  Call,  and  confequently  an  un- 
feigned Affedion  to  the  Miniftry,  he  muft  under  this 
Charadler  live  but  unhappily  in  Geneva,  where  not  only 
the  leaft  Irregularity,  but  even  a  Sufpicion  of  Luke- 
warmnefs,  or  Uneafinefs,  would  infallibly  dellroy  him. 

My  Stay  at  Geneva,  tho'  it  wanted  but  little  of  Ten 
whole  Years,  was  perfeflly  eafy  and  pleafant  to  me. 
At  firll  the  extraordinary  Gravity  of  the  People  gave 
mefomeDifquietj  but  by  Degrees  I  began  to  coniider 
I  it 


it  in  quite  another  Light,  and  to  perceive  that  what 
feemed  an  unnecelTary  and  burthenfom  Aufterity,  was 
in  Truth  no  more  than  the  Effecl  of  a  ferious  Difpofi- 
tion,  and  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  Duty  incumbent  on  us  in 
this  Life,  to  a6t  prudently  and  jultly.  This  com- 
pofednefs  of  Mind  is  only  to  be  underftood  of  the  learn- 
ed and  better  Sort  of  People,  of  whom,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  there  are  more  here  than  in  moft  other  Cities  ; 
for  as  to  the  Commonalty,  they  differ  little  from  thofe 
in  Savoy  or  Fratice.  The  generality  of  the  Genevefe  ufe 
in  common  Converfation  the  Savoyat'd  Diale6l,  but  all 
Perfons  of  Dillindion .  fpeak  good  Frejich.  Among  the 
Italian  Families  that  Language  is  fpoken  \  and  there  are 
many  of  thefe  fettled  in  Geneva^  very  conliderable,  on 
Account  of  their  Antiquity  and  Fortunes :  Such  as  the 
Butini^  the  CornelU^  Diodati^  Minutoli^  PeliJJ'ari^  Sec, 

Improved  by  the  wife  Difcourfes  I  daily  heard,  and 
encouraged  by  the  Examples  continually  before  my  Eyes, 
I  profecuted  my  Studies  with  much  Application,  and 
began  to  form  to  myfelf  a  Refolution  of  leading  a  more 
regular  and  fettled  Life,  than  hitherto  I  had  done.  The 
Folly  of  rambling  about  the  World,  to  gratify  a  Defire 
of  feeing  new  Things,  and  hearing  new  Stories,  ap- 
peared to  me  at  this  Time  in  fo  glaring  a  Light,  that 
I  can  fcarce  Account  for  my  relapfmg  fo  fuddenly  into 
that  Paffion  for  Novelty,  which  I  had  fo  juftly  difcard- 
ed  and  difpifed.  It  may  be  that  with  Refpedt  to  his 
Manners,  Man  himfelf  is  a  Camekon^  and  having  no- 
thing permanent  in  his"  own  Nature,  ealily  receives  from 
others,  that  Colour  with  which  Cuftom  hath  ftained 
them,  and  as  eafily  lofes  it  when  he  changes  Climate 
to  receive  another  Tindure  from  the  fame  Caufe. 
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In  the  Month  of  Atigufl  1664,  we  had  an  Account 
at  Geneva  of  the  Murder  of  Mr.  Lijle  at  Laufanne,  it 
happened  thus:    That  Gentleman    had  been  one  of 
the  King's  Judges,  and  even  an  Afliftant  to  Serjeant 
Brad/haw^    who  was  Prelident  of  the  Aflembly  then 
called  the  High  Court  of  Jujlice.     He  had  withdrawn 
himfelf  from  his  Countrymen,  who  lived  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  the  Canton  of  Berne^  to  the'  Place    where  he 
was    murdered,  on  a  Suppolition,    that  thofe  AlTalTms 
which  had  for  fome  Time  hovered  on  the  Confines   of 
Switzerland^  were  employed  to  diipatch  General  Ludhwy 
not  having  any  Apprehenfion  that  his  own  Death  was 
fought;  tho'  no  Man  had  been   either  deeper  in   the 
Meafures  againft  the  King,  or  had  exprefled  himfelf 
with  greater  Warmth  againft  the  Royal  Family, 

The  Wednefday  preceding  the  Sunday  on  which  he 
was  kill'd,  two  Men  pretending  to  be  the  Grooms  of  a 
German  Officer  of  Diftindion,  came  to  the  Town 
where  General  Ludloiu^  Mr.  Broughton^  and  the  reft 
of  the  Englijh  refided ;  but  the  Regency  of  Berne  be- 
ing entirely  in  their  Intereft,  the  AiTallins  thought  fit 
to  decamp,  and  to  make  the  beft  of  their  Way  to  Lau- 
fanne.  There  they  waited  for  an  Opportunity  of  de- 
ftroying  Mr.  Lijle^  which  they  efFedled  thus:  They 
were  informed  that  it  was  this  Gentleman's  Cuftom  to 
go  to  the  Church  which  ftood  -near  the  Town  Gate  ; 
one  of  the  AiTaffins  thereupon,  fixed  himfelf  early  at 
the  Church  Gate,  and  having  waited  'till  all  the  People 
were  gone  in,  he  mutter'd  to  himfelf,  Le  Bougre  ne 
viendras  paSy  the  Rafcal  don't  come.  He  then  went  to  a 
Barber's,  pretending  to  have  the  Tooth- ach,  but  turning 
his  Head  towards  the  Window,  he  faw  Mv.Lip  had  palled 
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him,  and  was  in  the  Church-yard  alone ;  upon  which  he 
ran  after  him,  pull'd  out  his  Carbine,  which  was  flung 
under  his  great  Coat,  and  being  clofe  to  the  unhappy  Vi- 
ctim, fhot  him  through  the  Back ;  the  Piece  recoiling  he 
fell  down  himfelf,  but  getting  up  haftily,  pull'd  off  his 
Hat,  and  Twinging  it  round  his  Head  cry'd,  Godfave  the 
King, 

He  left  his  Gun  behind  him,  and  made  the  bell  of 
his  Way  to- his  Companion,  who  Waited  hard  by  on 
Horfeback,  with  another  Horfe  ready  bridled  and  fad- 
died  in  his  Hand.  On  this  the  Aflallin  mounted,  and 
they  both  rode  off  without  Moleftation.  It  was  report- 
ed that  the  Government  of  Laufanne  were  not  very  in- 
duftrious  in  their  Endeavours  to  feize  thefe  Murderers ; 
but  whoever  is  acquainted  with  ^ivitzerland^  muft  know 
that  before  the  Regency  could  be  well  apprized  of  the 
Fad,  Men  fo  well  mounted  might  be  out  of  Reach, 
and  it  is  certain,  that  not  contented  with  having  kill'd 
Mr.  Lifle^  they  aftually  infulted  and  abufed  the  Regency 
of  Laufanne,^  as  they  rode  through  the  Country. 

It  was  commonly  reported,  that  thefe  Men  were 
commiflioned  from  the  EngliJJ)  Court,  to  go  and  take 
off  its  Enemies  in  all  Parts  of  the  World,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  Commiffion,  one  of  them  had  adually 
murder'd,  or  at  leaft  defperately  wounded  one  Mr.  A>r 
in  Hollatid^  who  had  betray'd  fome  of  the  King's  Se- 
crets, and  had  attempted  to  fhoot  Col.  Algermon  Sydney^ 
on  the  Road  to  Faris.  But  People  of  moderate  Senti- 
ments, conceived  that  they  were  encouraged  only  by 
Queen  Henrietta  Maria^  and  her  Daughter  the  Dut- 
chefs  of  Orleans,  This  was  the  rather  believ'd,  becaufe 
it  was  certainly  known,  that  the  very  Man  who  kill'd 
Mr.  Lijle  on  his  Return  to   England  was    forbid  the 
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Court,  and  died  fhortly  after  through  Want  and  De- 
fpair. 

The  other  was  advanced  to  a  military  Command, 
but  it  was  in  the  French  Service,  and  had  Money  given 
him,  but  not  by  the  Englijh  Court.  For  this  Caufe  the 
Englifi  Gentlemen  who  were  Refugees  in  Switzerland, 
fpoke  with  fome  Degree  of  Triumph,  when  in  a  fhort 
Space  after  the  ^een  died  oddly  at  Paris,,  that  is,  by  a 
Prefcription  of  one  of  her  Phyficians.  It  was  faid  flie  had 
a  Cold,  and  that  a  gentle  opiat  was  ordered  her,  but 
either  the  Drug  or  the  Dofe  was  rnillaken,  for  flie  never 
awaken'd  after  taking  it.  The  Wits  at  Faris  did  not 
fail  to  give  their  Sentiments  on  fo  extraordinary  an  Acci- 
dent. Amongll  the  feveral  Pieces  written  upon  this  Oc- 
cafion  the  following  Verfes  were  held  to  be  by  far  the 
moll  poignant  \  and  as  they  are  exadlly  to  my  Subjed^ 
I  have  tranfcribed  them. 

Le  croireZ'Vous  race  future ; 

^e  la  Fille  du  grand  Henry 

Eut  en  mourant  meme  avanture  -  \ 

^e  feu  fin  Fere  et  fin  Mary  ?  .  •  ? 

Tous  trots  font  morts  par  affajfin^ 

RavaillaCy  Cromvel,  Medecin ; 

Henry  d^un  coup  de  Bayonetie,  : , 

Charles  Jinit  fur  un  Billot ,  , 

Et  maintenant  meurt  Henrietta 

Par  T  Ignorance  de  Valoi, 

The  coming  Age  will  it  believe, 
Great  Henry's  Daughter  could  receive 
Her  End,  in  the  fame  fatal  Way, 
Her  Sire,  and  Spoufe,  did  Death  obey  I 
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Will  not  its  utmoft  Faith  be  try'd. 
When  it  is  told  they  all  three  dy'd, 

By  bafe  AJfajfins  ? Ravaillacy 

The  cruel  Croimvell^  and  a  Quack. 
Fatal  to  mighty  Henry'' s  Life, 
The  bloody  Villain's  treach'rous  Knife. 
Charles  on  a  Block  relign'd  his  Breath, 
*  Vaht  to  Henriet  gave  Death, 

B  u  T  to  pafs  from  thefe  melancholy  Subjeds,  and  to 
retui'n  to  my  own  Affairs,  and  the  natural  Order  of  time, 
which  tho'  diftant  fome  few  Years,  I  have,  for  the  Sake 
of  Perfpicuity,  brought  all  together. 

While  I  remain'd  in  this  City  I  frequently  fpent  my 
Evenings  with  Mr.  Say  and  Mr.  Melville,  the  former  a 
vehement  Commonwealth's- Man,  the  latter  llridly  at- 
tached to  the  Royal  Caufe,  but  Men  who  loved  each 
other ;  and  though  they  generally  difier'd  in  their  Opi- 
nions, yet  never  grew  angry,  or  tranfgrefled  in  their  Ex- 
preffions  the  Bounds  of  Decency.  I  fhall  mention  one 
of  their  Converfations  for  the  Sake  of  a  Fadt  not  gene- 
rally known.  Mr.  Say  would  frequently  maintain  that 
the  War  made  by  King  Charles  againft  the  Dutch  was 
ungrateful,  becaufe  of  the  Afiiftance  he  had  received> 
and  the  Kindnefs  that  had  been  (hewn  him  from  the 
States.  He  urged  alfo,  that  it  had  been  carried  on  un- 
fairly on  account  of  fome  fecret  Correfpondence  which 
his  Majcfty  had  kept  up  with  Admiral  Trumps  and  fe- 
veral  other  eminent  Perfons  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange^  which  had  been  difcover'd  by  a  Spy  putting 
into  the  Hand  of  the  Penfioner  de  Wit^  a  Letter  from 
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one  of  the  King's  Minlflen  in  Head  of  a  Petition  from 
himfelf,  for  which  Miftake  he  paid  with  his  Life,  and 
Admiral  Trumps  and  other  Perfons  of  DiHindion^  were 
removed  from  their  Places. 

Mk,  AMville  obferved  that  this  "War  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  Dutch  themfelves  ;  that  in  the  War  they 
carried  on  againil  the  Commomvealth  of  England^  they 
fought  their  own  Caufe,  not  the  King's  \  that  the  Let- 
ter which  occalion'd  the  Death  of  Biiat^  concerned 
folely  the  Intereft  of  the  'Prince  of  Orange^  whofe  Ad- 
vantage, the  King  was  bound  in  Honour,  Duty,  and  In- 
tereft, to  promote.  On  the  other  hand,  he  alledged 
that  the  Dutch  had  encouraged  all  that  in  them  lay  the 
Malecontents  in  England^  to  take  up  Arms,  had  adu- 
ally  concerted  Meafures  for  fupporting  a  Rebellion  in 
Engh?2dy  by  an  Invafion,  and  to  that  End  had  ftrongly 
folicited  Lieutenant  General  Ludlow^  Colonel  Algernoon 
Sidney,  and  others,  to  come  into  Holland,  in  order  to 
pafs  into  England  with  a  great  Body  of  Foot. 

Mr.  Say  reply'd,  that  the  Rules  of  War  permitted 
all  this,  and  that  his  Moft  Chrijiian  Mdjejiy  had  as 
itrongly  fohcited  General  Ludlow,  as  the  States,  and 
even  fent  him  a  Pailport  that  he  might  come  fafe  to 
Paris,'  For  my  Part,  thefe  Fads  made  it  clear  to  me, 
that  Princes  and  States  prefer  their  prelent  Interefts  to  all 
Things;  In  my  Paffage  through  France  I  had  ktn 
Oliver  St.  John^  who  had  been  Lord  Chief  Juflice  of 
the  Common  Pleas  in  the  Time  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  of  Cromwell,  treated  v/ith  great  Refped,  though 
under  the  Name  of  Mr.  Mountague,  while  meaner 
People  durll  not  fhew  their  Heads,  leaft  the'  Englijh 
Minifter  (hould  demand  themi    in  which  Cafe  they 
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would  certainly  have  been  delivered  up.  I  have  already 
taken  Notice  of  the  Terror  that  Cardinal  de  Mazarin 
was  under  with  Refpedl  to  Cromwell.  It  feems  from 
the  following  Inftance,  that  either  that,  or  a  high  Vene- 
ration for  him,  remained  not  only  with  the  Cardinal,  but 
•  his  SuccelTors  in  the  Miniftry  after  Crotniuelh  Death. 

During  his  Protedlorfnip,  there  happened  a  great 
Tumult  at  Nifmes  ;  the  Papills  had  attempted  to  take 
from  the  Proteltants  the  Right  of  choling  Magijlrates^ 
which  the  latter,  rather  than  fubmit  to,  oppofed  Force 
to  Force,  and  adually  drove  the  Papifls  out  of  the  City, 
not  without  the  Effufion  of  Blood.  Upon  this  the 
Cardinal  Minijler  caufed  great  Bodies  of  Troops  to 
march  on  all  Sides  towards  the  City.  The  Inhabitants 
perceiving  that  it  would  be  impolTible  to  defend  the  Place, 
.began  to  confult  about  their  own  Safety.  At  length 
they  refolved  to  fend  Dr.  Mullins^  a  Scotchman,  to  the 
Protet'tor^  to  intreat  his  Interpofition. 

O  L  IV E  R  immediately  gave  Diredlions  to  his  Se- 
;cretary,  to  write  in  the  moll  prelling  Terms  on  their  Be- 
half to  the  CW///^/,  and  fcnt  this  Letter,  with  a  Poll- 
fcript,  in  his  own  Hand,,  which  he  added,  tofhew  that 
he  was  really  concern'd  as  to  the  Iflue  of  the  Bufinefs,  by 
Dr.  Mullifis.  The  Doctor,  like  a  faithful  Agent,  fcarce 
took  Reft  or  Refrcftiment  'till  he  came  to  Lockarty  who 
was  CromweU\  Minifter  at  the  Court  of  France,  Lock- 
art  inftantly  carried  him  and  the  Letters  he  brought  to 
tlie  Cardinal,  who  on  opening  the  Epiftle  addrefs'd  to 
himfelf,  found  the  Poftfcript  in  thefe  Words :  As  you 
treat  thefe  ProteJlantSyyoii  have  me  a  Friend ^  or  an  Ene-- 
?}jy.  Upon  which  the  Cardinal  difpatched  Orders  for 
the  Troops  which  were  marching  towards  Nifmes  to 

halt, 


halt,  and  confented  that  the  Affair  fliould  be  amicably 
made  up. 

I T  happened  that  this  Dr.  Mulli?is  was  in  Frana 

while  I  was  at  Genevdy.  and  the  Minillry  being  appre- 

heniive  that  if  he  returned  into  Englafid^  he  might  give 

a  very  difadvantagious  Account  of  the  State  of  Affairs 

in  LanguedoCy   where    the   Protellants    were  generally 

difaffeded,  they  clapp'd  him  up  in  the  Bajlile,     A  fliort 

Time  after  they  offer'd  him  his  Liberty  upon  Security 

given  that  he  would  not  leave  France,  which  he  alledg'd 

was  utterly  out  of  his  Power.     At  length  they  difcharg'd 

him  without  any  Security,  only  they  orderM  him  to  quit 

the  Kingdom  in  a  Fortnight.     Mr.  Melville  was  well 

acquainted   with  this  Gentleman  and  his  Tranfadlions : 

He  was,  it  feems,  a  Man  of  great  Intrepidity,  and  con- 

fequently  a  fit  Engine  for  Cromwell, 

From  thefe  Gentlemen  Mr.  Say  and  Mr.  Melville, 
I  had  it  confirmed  to  me,  what  Mr.  Fetherjlone  had  of- 
ten told  me,  that  the  Frote5lor  had  the  Confideace  of 
the  Englijh  Roman  Catholicks,  no  lefs  than  that  of  the 
French  Hugcnots.  He  perfuaded  thefe  People,  I  mean 
the  Englijh  Roman  Catholicks,  that  only  under  his  Go- 
vernment they  could  be  fafe  -,  that  if  the  Commonwealth 
was  reflored,  they  would  be  expofed  to  perpetual  Har- 
rafsments,  if  not  to  a  general  Banifliment,  and  Confif- 
cation  of  their  Ellates.  As  for  his  Part,  he  declared  he 
hated  no  Man  on  the  Score  of  his  Religious  Principles, 
but  on  the  contrary,  Vv^ould  defend  all  who  lived  quietly 
and  peaceably  under  him. 

He  afterwards  made  Choice  of  one  Sir  Robert  Talbot 
for  his  Agent,  a  moderate  Papiji,  a  Man  who  loved 
Eeace  and  Qiiiet,  and  who  thought  it  became  People  to 
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fubmit  to  the  Powers  in  Being.  This  Man  accepted  a 
Commifllon  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Rome,  whither  accord- 
ingly he  went,  and  by  the  Help  of  Donna  Olimpiaj  in- 
fmuated  himfelf  into  the  good  Graces  of  his  Holinefs, 
whom  he  informed  that  Cr^;;/ztv// was  quite  another  Man 
than  he  had  been  reprefented  y  that  he  was  far  from  de- 
firing  to  opprefs,  or  hurt  the  Catholicks ;  that  he  had  no 
violent  Averlion  to  the  PopifJ:)  Religion  ;  and  that  he 
was  fo  far  from  having  any  Intention,  as  had  beeo  re- 
ported, to  attack  the  Pope,  by  fending  a  Fleet  on  his 
Coafts ;  that  he  was  defirous  of  living  upon  good  Terms 
with  his  Hoiinefsi^  and  of  doing  him  good  Offices  in  all 
;he  Courts  of  Chriftendom. 

At  Home  he  engaged  Sir  Richard  Willis,  to  give  him 
exa6lIntelligencG of  all  that  palled  in  the  Council  fettled 
hj  the  King,  confiiling  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  Lord 
Mordduiit,  Sir  Orlando  Bridgman,  and  nine  or  ten  more, 
on  a  Promife  that  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  fhould  re- 
main untouched,  which  was  however  not  over-well 
complied  with.  Sir  Henry  Slingsby,  and  Dr.  Hewet^ 
who  were  of  that  Number,  being  executed  in  confe- 
quence  of  certain  Diftindtions  which  the  Prote5for  knew 
very  well  how  to  make,  efpecially,  confidering  that  Sir 
Richard  could  not  fo  much  as  expoftulate  with  him. 
Such  w^ere  the  Arts  of  this  Man,  who  from  a  private 
Condition,  advanced  himfelf  to  the  Sovereignty  in  his 
o\'7n  Country,  and  made  himfelf  as  much  confidered 
throughout  all  the  reft  of  Europe,  as  any  other  Sovereign 
in   it. 

When  a  little  Relaxation  from  Study  was  neceflary, 
and  the  fine  Weather  Invited,  I  ufed  to  make  Excurfions 
either  into  ^avoy,  or  into  the  Territories  of  the  neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring  Cantons,  efpecially  thofe  of  Berjie  and  Zurich, 
In  the  former  a  very  exemplary  Piece  of  Juftice  was 
done  on  one  Dupri^  a  Savoyard^  who  had  attempted 
more  than  once  to  murder  General  Ludlow^  and  Mr. 
Broughton  at  Vevais^  as  fome  of  his  Companions  had 
done  Mr.  Lijle  at  Laufanne.  This  Man  was  defcended 
of  a  good  Family,  and  had  received  a  liberal  Education ; 
he  had  ferved  as  a  Soldier  with  fome  Reputation,  but 
was  moft  abandoned  in  his  Morals,  diilblute  in  his  Dif- 
pofition,  void  of  all  Principles,  without  Pretence  to  Re- 
ligion, a  Gamefter,  Drunkard,  and  Bully. 

O  N  E  of  his  firil  Exploits  was  carrying  off  a  young 
Woman  who  was  Heirefs  of  fome  Lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Berne,  whom  he  married  by  Force.  He  next 
engaged  himfelf  with  thofe  People  who  came  from  France 
to  deftroy  the  Regicides  in  Switzerland,  from  whom  he 
received  conliderable  Sums  of  Money  on  Account  of  his 
exacl  Knowledge  of  the  Country,  and  his  great  Adroitnefs 
in  extricating  himfelf  and  his  Companions,  when  it  ap^ 
peared  that  their  Expeditions  had  mifcarried. 

His  Sifter  had  married  a  Gentleman  of  Worth  and 
Fortune,  who  more  than  once  had  faved  him  from  Ba- 
niihment  or  Imprifonment,  which  by  a  Variety  of  Crimes 
he  had  deferved.  However,  becaufe  this  Gentleman 
had  once  refufed  to  lend  him  a  Sum  of  Money,  on  Ac- 
count of  his  having  fome  Idea  of  the  Ufe  he  intended  it 
for,  Dupre  refolved  to  be  revenged  on  him,  which  he 
effedled  thus. 

H  E  perfwaded  a  Gentlewoman,  with  whom  he  v/as 
very  familiar,  to  invite  his  Brother-in-law  to  her  Houfe, 
where  he  met  him,  begg'd-  his  Pardon  for  what  had 
pafs'd,  and  having  engaged  him  to  drink  a  Bottle  with 
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him,  he  of  a  fudden  pick'd  a  Quarrel,  and  having  given 
his  Brother  fuch  abufive  Language  as  vt^asnot  to  be  born, 
that  Gentleman  rofe  up  haftily  in  order  to  go  av^ay. 
Dnprcy  who  vi^atched  for  this  Opportunity,  ftruck  him 
under  the  Right  Pap  with  a  Dagger,  and  as  he  turn'd  to 
defend  himfelf,  fhot  him  into  the  Left  Breaft  with  a 
Piltol.  Having  perpetrated  this  horrid  Murder,  he 
caufed  fome  of  his  Dependents  to  take  the  Body  in  the 
Dead  of  the  Night,  and  carry  it  a  confiderable  Space ; 
he  then  diredled  it  to  be  laid  down,  and  himfelf  and  his 
People  quarrelling  over  it  in  a  high  Tone,  he  at  length 
difcharged  a  Piftol,  and  left  it  and  the  Dagger  by  the 
dead  Corpfe ;  hoping  that  from  thefe  Circumft-ances  it 
would  be  thought  he  was  kill'd  in  a  Fray  at  the  Place 
where  he  was  found. 

■  His  Artifice  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  at  firft  he  was  not 
at  all  fufpeded,  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  Truth  had 
ever  come  cut,  if  he  had  not  brought  it  about  by  re- 
fining upon  his  former  Scheme  ;  for  after  fettling  the  De- 
ceafed's  Affairs,  and  fpeaking  upon  all  Occafions  with  the 
utmoU  Horror  of  his  Ailallination,  he  at  length  proceeded 
to  offer  a  great  Reward  for  difcovering  the  Murderers. 

This  put  many  People  upon  enquiring  into  theCir- 
cumflances  of  the  Fad:,  and  at  lafl  he  was  cited  to  ap- 
pear at  Chamlerry^  to  anfwer  an  Accufation  preferred  a- 
gainfl  him  upon  this  Head.  His  Courage  failed  him 
Iiere,  for  inftead  of  going  to  Chamberry^  he  withdrew 
cut  of  the  Dominions  of  Savoy ^  and  retir'd  to  Frihourg, 
The  Procefs  hereupon  was  quickly  finifli'd,  his  Eftate 
confifcated,  and  himfelf  condemned  to  be  broke  upon 
I  he  Wheel. 
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At  Frihourg^  being  exceedingly  diilrefled  for  Money, 
he  enter'd  into  new  Schemes  with  fome  defperate  Per- 
fons  refiding  in  Burgundy  -,  in  going  to  a  Meeting  which 
they  had  appointed,  he  was  apprehended  by  a  Party  of 
Horfe,  fent  for  that  Purpofe  from  Berm^  whither  he 
was  fhortly  after  condudled,  and  where  a  Procefs  being 
commenced  againll  him  for  the  Rape  of  his  Wife,  he 
was  condemned  to  lofe  his  Head.  He  Httle  regarded 
this  Sentence  at  firfl,  believing,  that  as  his  Family  was 
in  good  Circumftances,  it  would  be  bought  off,  but 
when  he  found  that  this  was  not  to  be  done,  but  that 
die  he  mufl,  he  loft  all  Patience,  Prudence,  and  even 
common  Senfe. 

H  E  uttered  bitter  Execrations  againft  the  Lords  of 
Berne ;  he  refiifed  to  liften  to  the  Minifters  who  came  ta 
pray  with  him  -,  he  would  not  go  to  the  Place  of  Execu- 
tion, but  was  dragged  thither  like  a  Dog.   When  he  was 
on  the  Scaffold,  he  ftamp'd  and  beat  his  Breaft  like  a 
Madman,  'till  at  length  his  Hands  being  tied  between 
his  Legs,  and  himfelf  held  down  upon  his  Breech,  the  ' 
Executioner  ftruck  off  his  Head.     It  was  hoped  that  this 
Execution  would  have  tamed  People  of  this  Stamp  for 
the  future,  but  it  did  not,  many  of  Dupre's  Ailbciates 
continuing  to  ufe  the  fame  Trade,   which  is  but  too 
commonly  pra6tifed  in  Italy. 

A  s  to  the  City  of  Berne,  it  is  not  very  large,  but 
wonderfully  fortified  by  Nature,  being  almoft  furrounded 
hy  the  River  Aar,  which  at  once  renders  it  fafe  and 
pleafant.  Over  this  River  there  is  a  fine  Stone  Bridge^ 
and  the  Country  about  it  is  carefully  cultivated.  Lau- 
fanne,  which  alfo  belongs  to  this  Canton,  is  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Place,  though  very  oddly  fituated,  occupying 
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the  Slope  of  two  Hills  and  the  Valley  between  them  : 
The  reft  of  the  Territory  of  Berne  is  full  of  large  Burghs 
and  populous  Villages,  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  which 
there  is  great  Abundance  of  Corn,  as  well  as  of  good 
Wine  5  Liberty  and  Induftry  being  the  grand  Chara(?:er- 
ifticks  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this,  and  of  the  reft  of  the 
Proteftant  Cantons, 

.  ZURICH  is  the  moft  confiderable  Place  in  Switzer- 
land, and  therefore  deferves  to  be  the  more  exactly  de- 
fcribed.  It  ftands  at  the  Bottom  of  the  great  Lake 
which  divides  it  in  two,  Part  lying  on  one  Side,  and 
Part  on  the  other.  Both  joined  together  by  three 
Bridges,  one  of  them  fo  large  as  to  admit  of  an  Herb- 
Market  upon  it;  there  are  abundance  of  Goldfmiths, 
Paper-Makers,  Dealers  in  Cloth,  Makers  of  Wicker- 
Ware,  i^c,  in  this  Place,  where  Young  and  Old  work 
hard  for  their  Livings,  and  where  Idlenefs  is  not  only 
puniflied  with  Infamy,  but  with  Imprifonraent :  Peace 
and  Plenty  always  abound.  The  City  is  well  fortified, 
and  every  Citizen  is  at  Liberty  to  wear  a  Sword. 

Here  are  two  Councils,  a  Council  o^ fifty,  and  a  grea- 
ter Council  of  two  hundred.  It  is  impoflible  for  People  to 
live  with  greater  Unity  amongft  themfelves,  or  with  more 
Decorum  than  the  Inhabitants  of  Zurich  do,  either  in 
temporal,  or  fpiritual  Concerns.  In  their  Churches  a 
Pfalm  is  firft  fung,  then  the  Minifter  prays,  being  habi- 
ted in  a  Gown  with  a  Cap  upon  his  Head,  which  how- 
ever he  puts  off  while  he  prays ;  then  he  gives  out  the 
Text,  preachfes  a  full  Hour,  then  makes  a  concluding 
Prayer,  after  which  another  Pfalm  is  fung,  and  fo  tfie 
Service  ends.  One  Thing  is  very  remarkable,  that  tho' 
they  are  zealous  Calvinijlsy  yet  they  bow  very  reve« 
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rently  at  the  Name  of  Jefiis.  It  is  generally  believed 
that  Zurich  is  three  Times  as  big  as  Geneva  ;  the  Houfes 
are  many  of  them  of  Stone,  with  Portico's  before  them, 
and  the  publick  Buildings  are  remarkably  neat,  and  per- 
fectly well  kept  in  Repair.  The  neighbouring  Country 
abounds  with  Corn,  Wine,  Fruits,  ^c,  and  the  Lake, 
together  with  the  River  Limagis^  furnifhes  it  with  ex- 
cellent Fifli. 

As  to  the  Swifs  in  general,  though  they  are  fomewhat 
rude  in  their  Manners,  yet  they  are  naturally  honeft, 
open,  and  fincere.  It  is  faid  that  their  Virtues  are  liable 
to  Injury  from  Travelling  ;  -for  it  is  obferved  that  in 
Foreign  Service,  the  Swifs  are  crafty,  avaricious,  and  a 
little  inclin'd  to  Mutiny  -,  whereas  at  home  they  are  very- 
patient  and  fubmiilive.  It  is  morally  certain,  that  their 
Country  in  the  Hands  of  other  Inhabitants  would  be  but 
a  very  indiiferent  Place,  whereas  by  their  Induftry  and 
Frugality,  it  is  made  to  furnifh  not  only  the  Neceflaries, 
but  the  Conveniencies  of  Life.  By  Frugality  I  mean, 
that  Sparingnefs  which  is  obfervable  amongft  them  in 
Regard  to  Clothes  and  Houfhold  Furniture,  wherein 
Ufefulnefs  and  Cleanlincfs  are  only  expedled ;  for  as  to 
Beauty  and  Magnificence,  they  are  not  afFe6led  with 
them,  even  where  it  is  in  their  Power.  As  to  their  Ta- 
ble it  is  otherwife ;  they  jove  to  eat  and  drink  well  and 
plentifully,  efpecially  the  latter,  which  fometimes  they 
pufh  to  Excefs,  the  Love  of  Liquor  being  their  greateft 
Vice.  They  are  hardy,  couragious,  extremely  capable 
of  military  Difcipline,  War  being  a  Trade  to  which  they 
are  all  bred. 

I N  the  Cities  there  are  generally  fpeaking  more  Men, 
than  Women,  on  Account  of  the  Manufadtures  that  are 
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carried  on ;  in  the  Country  again  there  are  more  Wo- 
men than  Men ;  the  former  are  no  lefs  induftrious  than 
the  latter  :  They  do  not  fpare  for  Pains  or  Labour  in 
fuch  Bufinefles  as  they  are  able  to  execute ;  and  as  to 
the  Care  of  their'  Families,  the  Women  in  no  Part  of 
the  World  excell  them  j  for  they  are  very  afFeftionate  to 
their  Husbands,  and  very  tender  towards  their  Children' 
whom  they  do  not  fufFer  hov^^ever  to  grow  up  in  a  Courfe 
of  Idlenefs,  but  take  Care  to  teach  them  to  do  fome- 
what  for  their  Bread,  as  foon  as  their  Strength  and  Ca- 
pacities will  permit  them.  What  I  have  faid  relates  to 
the  Proteftant  Cantons  only,  for  as  to  the  Popifh,  I 
had  not  Occafion  to  vifit  them  j  but  I  believe  the  Inha. 
bitants  do  not  differ  much  in  their  Manners.  As  to 
the  Government  of  this  Country,  I  fhall  fpeak  of  it, 
when  I  come  to  mention  my  leaving  Geneva^  having 
taken  fome  Pains  to  make  my  felf  Mailer  of  the  feveral 
Particulars  relating  thereto. 

During  the  whole  Time  of  my  Refidence  at  Ge- 
neva^ my  Letters  came  regularly  both  from  ^  England 
and  France^  'till  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  Year  1665, 
that  I  heard  no  more  from  M.  St.  Dennis.  About  three 
Months  after,  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  whofe  Affairs  had  caird 
him  into  Lorain.,  returned  into  Normandy^  and  gave  me 
an  Account  that  our  Friend,  after  firft  fufFering  by  a 
partial  Palfey,  which  took  from  him  the  Ufe  of  one 
Side,  died  extremely  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  had  the  Precaution  the  Day  after  he  v/as  firft  taken 
ill,  to  place  the  little  Sum  of  Money  I  had  left  in  his 
Hands,  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Hay.,  a  Scotch  Fadtor  at 
Botirdeaux^  who  happened  to  be  at  Roan^  and  who  ad- 
vifed  me  of  the  Death  of  M.  de  St.  DenniSy  and  of  his 
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having/i'^  hundred  Crowns  of  mine  in  his  Hands,  three 
or  four  Days  after  Mr.  FetherJlo7ieh  Letter  came  to 
Hand. 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  Concern  which  the 
News  of  this  old  Gentleman's  Death  gave  me :  He  was 
a  Man  of  lingular  good  Senfe,  and  of  the  highell  Pro- 
bity 3  one  who  had  lived  long  enough  in  Courts  to  detefl 
them,  and  who  knew  perfedly  well  how  to  enjoy  that 
Repofe,  with  which  Providence  blelTed  him  in  his  de- 
clining Years. 

A  s  he  had  received  great  Favours  from  the  Marjhal 
de  Ancre,  while  he  was  the  Favourite  of  the  Queen  and 
of  Fortune,  he  fpoke  of  him  always  with  much  Ten- 
dernefs.  He  commended  his  Affability  and  Sweetnefs 
of  Temper,  towards  his  Friends  and  Domeflicks  j  his 
pleafant  and  familiar  Manner  of  converling  with  them> 
and  his  Readinefs  to  ferve  them.  He  obferved  that  the 
Marjhal  was  not  miftaken  in  Thofe  whom  he  honour- 
ed with  his  Confidence  ;  for  that  the  Marfhal  Duke  de 
EJlreeSy  the  Marjhal  Hocquincourt^  and  the  Marjhal 
de  Bajfompiere,  were  his  firm  Friends  to  the  lalt ;  he  had 
however  Vices  more  than  fufficient  to  bring  upon  him 
the  Misfortunes  which  crufh'd  him  in  the  End :  He  was 
a  Man  of  exceflive  Vanity,  addided  to  the  amafling  of 
Money  by  any  Means,  as  alfo  to  the  making  an  immo- 
derate Difplay  of  it.  His  Ambition  had  no  Bounds, 
yet  he  had  the  Addrefs  to  conceal  it,  declining  ever  to  be 
admitted  of  the  King's  Council,  and  affedting  not  to 
enquire  into  Matters  of  State,  though  nothing  relating  to 
them  was  tranfaded  without  his  Knowledge.  The 
King  always  hated  him,  and  the  MarJIijal  was  not  ig- 
norant of  it,  but  fondly  hoped  to  overcome  his  Averfioii 

by 


[  7S  ] 

by  his  Complacencies,  and  by  his  affecling  to  render 
him  all  the  perfonal  Services  in  his  Power,  which  how- 
ever had  no  Effedl:. 

I  T  hath  been  much  doubted,  whether  by  his  Birth 
he  w£ls  a  Gentleman  ;  and  the  fame  Thing  hath  been 
iaid  of  his  Wife.  The  Jtaluins^  who  ought  to  know 
beft,  affirm,  that  they  were  of  mean  Parentage  ^  and 
yet  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  their  Names, 
Concint^  and  Galigal^  fpeak  them  of  noble  Families,  as 
appears  from  all  the  Hiftories  of  Florence.  To  folve 
this  Difficulty,  it  is  alledged"  that  the  Marjhal  aflumed 
the  Name  of  Conclni ;  that  "the  Name  of  his  Wife  was 
really,  Dojfi- ;  and  that  her  Father  being  a  very  rich  Miller 
when  he  left  off  his  Trade,  procured  the  Family  of  Ga- 
ligai  to  acknowledge  him  for  their  Relation,  and  to  per- 
mit him  to  bear  their  arms. 

However,  the  Stations  in  which  they  both  appear- 
ed in  the  beginning  of  their  days  feem  to  fpeak  thefe  fug- 
geltions  calumnies.  It  was  by  the  afcendency  which 
his  Wife  had  over  the  Queen  her  Miflrefs,  that  the 
Marjhal  de  Ancre  arrived  at  fuch  exceffive  Wealth,  and. 
at  fo  exorbitant  a  Pitch  of  Grandeur  -,  and  as  fhe  was 
the  Foundrefs  of  his  Fortune,  fo  if  he  had.  taken  her 
Advice,  Ihe  would  have  preferved  him,  herfelf,"and  their 
Family  from  the  Mifchiefs  that  befel  them.  They  lived 
in  the  Midft  of  Wealth,  Power,  and  Splendour  ;  not 
only  in  perpetual  anxiety  and  uneafinefs,  from  the  open 
Teftimonies  of  Hatred,  which  the  People  bellowed  very 
liberally  upon  them ;  but  were  alfo,  on  account  of  Fa- 
mily Differences,  continually  quarreling  at  home. 

The  grand  Dutchefs  oiTufcany  had  once  the  Good- 
nefs  to  fend  the  Marfial  sl  Mefiage  to  this  Purpofe, 
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That  fince  the  JVinds  grew  high,  and  the  Waves  began  ts 
roll,  he  would  do  well  to  think  of  Jieering  into  feme  Port, 
To  which  the  Marfhal  anfv/ered.  That  while  his  VeJJel 
went  before  the  Wind,  he  was  refelved  to  keep  out  at  Sedy 
and  to  pujh  his  good  Fortune  to  its  utinojl  Extent,  In  this 
he  really  fpoke  as  he  thought,  for  at  other  Times,  out 
of  an  AfFeclation  of  Moderation,  he  would  fpeak  of 
retiring,  as  a  Thing  which  of  all  others  he  fought  moll, 
and  that  he  was  impeded  therein  by  the  Obflinacy 
of  his  Wife  5  whereas  in  Truth,  fhe  daily  folicited  him 
thereto. 

A  T  lalt  many  Circumftances  concurring,  his  Ruin 
was  determined.  The  King  intended  by  his  Deftrudlion 
to  make  the  firft  Eilay  of  his  Power,  and  to  aflert  what 
to  him  appeared  the  choiceft  Jewel  in  his  Crow^n,  an 
abfelute  Authority,  His  favourite  Luynes  eagerly  de- 
lir'd  to  fucceed  in  the  Mar/haFs  Place,  and  to  enrich 
his  Family  by  the  Connfcation  of  the  Favourite's  Effe(5ls. 
Vitry,  the  Captain  of  the  Guards,  was  the  Man  made 
choice  of  to  perform  this  extraordinary  Ad,  of  ftaining 
the  Royal  Palace  with  Blood,  which  he  readily  accept- 
ed, in  hopes  of  acquiring  thereby  a  Marfhal's  Staff. 
Without  Queflion,  if  this  Affair  had  taken  Air,  the 
whole  Plot  would  have  been  defeated,  the  whole  Power 
being  as  yet  in  the  Hands  of  the  ^een^  and  her  Fa- 
vourite. 

The  King,  though  a  young  Man,  behaved  with 
profound  Diflimulation ;  the  Terror  of  a  Mifcarriage 
kept  Luynes  perfectly  lilent,  but  Vitry  had  the  Impru- 
dence to  acquaint  his  Miftrefs  with  it  the  Evening  before  ; 
happy  for  him  that  fhe  had  lefs  of  female  Loquacity,  than 
he  of  manly  Prudence,  otherwife  this  Scheme  Iiad  nt- 
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rer  taken  Place,  as  it  did  on  the  24th  of  April  ibi-], 
when  Vitry  flabb'd  the  MarJIml  in  the  Louvre.  This 
extraordinary  Step  was  immediately  followed  by  others, 
the  Queen  was  removed  and  confined  ;  the  Marfial's 
Wife  fent  Prifoner  to  the  Bafiile^  and  fo  totally  defer  ted 
that  (he  had  not  fo  much  as  Change  of  Linnen  there, 
'till  fh§  procured  from  fome  of  the  Keepers,  a  couple  of 
ready-made  Shifts,  which  coll  a  Crown.  She  behaved 
however  with  great  Courage  and  Intrepidity ;  and  when 
ihe  was  brought  before  her  Judges  to  anfwer  a  long 
Charge,  conlilling  of  Variety  of  Crimes,  at  the  Head  of 
which  were  Sorcery  and  Magick^  on  a  Suppofition  that 
fhe  had  bewitched  the  Queen ;  ihe  could  not  help  cry- 
ing out,  Ala^ !  what  Witchcraft  /  /  governed  her  by 
ihe  Superiority  of  my  Genius.  What  Miracle  was  it 
that  a  Woman  of  Wit^  fmuld  influence  one  who  had 
none  ? 

However,  fhe  was  condemned  to  lofe  her  Head  at 
the  Place  de  Grave ^  and  her  Body  to  be  afterwards  burnt, 
which  was  executed  ;  and  all  the  Eftates  which  flie  and 
her  Husband  had  poflefled  were  conlifcated,  amounting, 
as  fome  fay,  to  half  a  Million  Sterling.  The  only  Son 
of  the  Marflml  d'Ancre  continued  for  fome  Years  a 
Prifoner,  but  being  at  length  difcharged,  retired  to  Flo- 
refjce^  where  he  poflefled  Efl:ates  of  the  Value  of  twenty 
thoufand  Crowns  a  Year,  'till  the  Plague  carried  him  off 
in  the  Prime  of  his  Age.  It  is  pretended  that  the 
Marjhal  d'Ancre  fought  to  make  himfelf  a  fovereign 
Prince,  iv'r/?,  by  Purchafe  from  the  Pope  of  the  Dutchy 
of  Ferrara^  and  afterwards  by  feeking  to  get  the  Coun- 
ty of  Montheliard  ereded  into  an  independent  Princi- 
pality i  however,  both  his  Defigns  mifcarried. 
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It  is  faid  that  when  the  Mar.fial  was  one  Day  prer« 
fmg  the  Queen  earneftly  upon  thefe  Points,  and  her 
Majefty  feemed  inclin'd  to  comply  with  his  Requefts, 
the  MarJImW  Wife  could  not  refrain  from  faying  ; 
Madam^  you  approve  too  eafily  whatever  Proje^s  this  Fool 
for?nSy  and  in  the  End  his  Vanity  and  Self- Conceit  will 
ruin  us  all.  This  Sentence  doth  not  want  Spirit,  Senfe, 
and  Loyalty,  but  at  the  fame  Time  it  is  a  full  Proof  of 
that  Contempt  of  her  Husband  which  muft  have  miade 
her  a  very  bad  Wife.  A  complaifant  Difpofition  at- 
tones  for  many  Faults  ;  but  I  confefs  I  know  not  what 
Virtues  can  compenfate  for  the  Want  of  fuch  a  Difpo- 
fition. 

My  long  Reiidence  at  Geneva  had,  as  I  have  obfer- 
ved,  a  great  Influence  on  my  Temper  and  Manner  of 
living  ;  I  was  no  longer  pollelled  with  a  Spirit  of  Ram- 
bling, but  on  the  contrary  followed  my  Studies  clofe, 
conformed  my  felf  to  the  Manners  of  the  People  among 
whom  I  lived,  and  took  a  great  deal  of  Pleafure  in  ma- 
king my  felf  acquainted  with  the  Manufactures  carried 
on  there.  It  fo  happened  that  one  Mr.  Roland^  a  Jew- 
eller, or  rather  a  Lapidary,  lodged  at  the  next  Door ;  he 
was  a  Man  very  well  skill'd  in  his  Bufinefs,  and  had  fpent 
the  Prime  of  his  Years  in  the  Levant.  With  this  Man 
I  frequently  converfed,  and  as  he  was  very  frank  and 
communicative,  I  learned  from  him  abundance  of 
Things  relating  to  his  Trade.  It  fo  fell  out,  that  by 
rcafon  of  fome  Difappointments  he  was  greatly  flrait- 
ned,  and  his  Credit  in  the  utmoft  Danger.  Out  of  this 
DifHculty  I  extricated  him,  and  thence  forward  he  fcarce 
Icept  any  of  his  Secrets  from  me, 
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His  principal  Art  lay  in  tinging   Cryflals  after  they 
were  cut,  and  in  forming  fa£litious  Stones  which  in  their 
Appearance  fell  very  little  fhort  of  thofe  efteemed  pre- 
cious, efpecially  of  the  Opaque  kind.     Though  I  had  not 
the  leaft  Idea  of  profiting  by  thefe  Lights,  yet  I  often 
amufed  my  felf  with  Experiments  in  this  Way,  and  as  I 
fpared  neither  Labour  nor  Coft,  h^  degrees  I  fucceeded 
as  w^ell  as  my  Malter.     Mr.  Roland^  far  from  being  dif- 
pleafed,  affifted  me  all  he  could,  explained  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  Ability  the  Nature  of  Gems^  and  particularly  of 
coloured  Stones,  which  he  bell  underftocw^^.     To  what  I 
learned  from  Mr.  Roland^  I  joined  what  I  could  difcover 
on  the  fame  Subjects  from  thofe  who  were  fkill'd  in  na- 
tural Philofophy,  and  from  fuch  Perfons  of  Talte  as  had 
Cabinets,  and  were  curious  as  to  the  Hillory  of  the  re- 
markable Jeivels  w^hich  they  had  in  their  Cuftody.     I 
likewife  wpnt  through  a  Courfe  of  Chemiftry,  procured 
all  the  Books  I  could  hear  of  relating  to  precious  Stones^ 
and  began  my  felf  to  make  a  little  Colledion  of  Rari- 
ties by  way  of  Amufement. 

My  Man  JoJmfon  was  at  firft  a  little  out  of  humour 
at  the  Trouble  my  new  Employment  gave  him,  but  by 
degrees  he  began  to  have  a  Relifli  for  it,  and  was  at  laft 
never  better  pleafed  than  when  employed  in  the  Experi- 
ments I  was  daily  making.  All  this  Time  I  proceeded 
with  my  refpe6tive  Mailers,  and  acquired  fo  llrong  a, 
Reliih  for  the  Sciences,  that  I  had  no  further  Thoughts 
of  an  a(5live  Life.  But  as  Time  and  Chance  have  Do- 
minion over  all  Men,  fo  it  was  not  long  before  they  ex-* 
crted  their  Sovereignty  over  me,  and  fo  effedlually  chan- 
ged the  Face  of  my  Affairs,  and  at  the  fame  time  alter- 
ed fo  entirely  my  own  Temper^  that  never  were  two 
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Men  more  unlike  each  other,  than  I  in  my  fucceeding 
Years  to  my  felf  while  at  Geneva, 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1669,  Mr.  Fetherftone 
acquainted  me  with  the  Death  of  my  Uncle,  which 
happened  fuddenly,  fo  that  he  left  his  Affairs  in  the  great- 
eft  Confufion.  He  had  two  Sons,  of  whofe  Education 
he  had  taken  all  imaginable  Care,  and  yet  with  very 
little  Succefs.  The  eldeft  of  them  knowing,  that  at  all 
Events  he  fhould  inherit  his  Mother's  Jointure,  became 
a  downright  rural  Squire,  converfed  more  with  his  Dogs 
than  his  Neighbours,  and  lived  the  Year  round  in  a  State 
between  drunk  and  fober.  His  Father  dying  without  a 
Will,  at  leaft  that  could  be  found,  he  took  Pofieffion  of 
his  real  Eftate,  and  made  over  all  Claim  to  what  there 
might  be  of  perfonal  to  his  younger  Brother. 

This  young  Spark  was  quite  of  another  Caft ;  he 
had  been  bred  at  Venice,  where  he  had  acquired  abundance 
of  Italian  Art,  and  where,  if  ever  he  had  any,  he  left 
all  his  Stock  of  Englijh  Probity.  When  Mr.  Fetherftone 
firft  wrote  to  him  on  my  Concerns,  he  pretended  an  ab- 
folute  Ignorance  of  them.  He  could  not  apprehend  how 
any  Mr.  Brovjn  fhould  Hand  in  fo  near  a  Relation  to 
.him  y  alledged  that  his  Father's  Accom.pts  were  in  bad 
Order,  and  that  he  did  not  know  whether  his  Effecfs 
would  anfwer  the  Demands  which  had  already  been  made 
upon  him.  After  fix  or  feven  Months  writing  to  and 
fro,  he  at  length  wrote  Mr.  Fetherftone,  that  he  had 
found  a  Memorandum  in  his  Father's  Pocket-Book,  pur- 
porting his  Intention  to  remit  five  hundred  Crowns  to 
Mr.  Brown  at  Geneva,  in  full  of  all  his  Demands,  of 
which  he  defired  Mr.  Fetherftone  to  inform  me  ;  as  alfo 
that  he  had  remitted  that  Sum  to  Mr.  Haki  at  Venice, 
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who  would  pay  it  to  me  or  my  Order,  on  my  figning 
fuch  Difcharges  as  he  had  taken  care  to  tranlmit  to  the 
fame  Perfon, 

I  eaiily  underltood  whereto  all  this  tended,  and  faw 
clearly  my  own  Folly  in  leaving  thirteen  hundred  Pounds 
in  my  Uncle's  Hands.  The  Mortgage  I  had  was  in  the 
Name  of  Brown^  for  I  had  been  out-lawed  during  the 
firft  Dutch  War^  when  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  utmoft  Severity  againft  all  who  had  been 
any  way  concerned  in  the  Protedlor's  Government. 
Thus  in  an  Inilant  I  loft  a  comfortable  Eftate,  and  was 
left  to  look  about  me  with  no  other  View  of  a  Subliftance, 
than  what  could  be  drawn  from  the  fmall  Stock  of  be- 
tween three  2xAfour  thoufand  Crowns,  and  the  EfFedts 
which  I  ftill  had  in  France  and  Italy,  One  Advantage 
I  had  in  the  midft  of  thefe  crofs  Accidents,  viz.  my 
Credit  which  the  Tranfadtions  I  had  had  with  my  Uncle 
Mr.  Fethsrjione^  Mr.  St.  Dennis^  and  Mr.  Hales  at 
Bourdeaux^  and  other  Merchants,  had  rendered  pretty 
extenfive  :  So  that  if  I  had  been  at  this  Time  acquainted 
with  the  Method  of  carrying  on  any  fort  of  Traffick,  I 
might  either  have  done  pretty  well  at  Geneva^  or  might 
have  removed  to  Leghonv^  and  have  fettled  there  with  a 
tolerable  Profped. 

B  u  T  as  I  had  made  Books  fo  long  my  Study,  all 
the  Profit  I  reaped  from  them  was  to  know  that  they 
could  now  be  of  very  little  Service ;  and  as  I  was  fen- 
fible  that  the  difclofmg  my  Affairs  might  be  attended  with 
infinitely  more  Prejudice  than  Advantage,  I  did  not 
think  proper  to  make  at  this  Time  any  fuch  Inquiries  as 
would  have  tended  to  the  opening  a  Paflage  to  a  new 
Scene  of  Life,  which  nothirtg  but  Neceflity  could  have 
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prompted  me  to"  think  of,  and  which  Neceflity  was  of 
all  Reafons  in  the  World  the  moft  unfit  to  be  afligned  to 
thofe  I  muft  have  confulted.  It  remained  therefore 
thoroughly  to  confider  Things  in  my  own  Breall,  and 
after  mature  Conlideration  immediately  to  put  in  Practice 
fuch  Refolutions  as  Reafon  didated. 

The  fir  ft  Thing  I  did  was  to  fend  John/on  to  Venice^ 
with  Orders  to  bring  me  Copies  of  the  Papers  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Mr.  Haks^  to  whom  I  wrote  in  the  moft  refpe6l- 
ful  Manner.  While  the  Servant  was  gone  upon  this 
Errand,  I  fpeht  almoft  all  my  Time  at  Mr.  Roland^s^ 
where  our  Converfation  turned  chiefly  on  the  Trade  he 
had  carried  on  in  the  Levant.  He  acquainted  me  with 
the  Genius  and  Temper  of  the  People ;  the  Jewels 
which  they  moft  alFedled  ;  the  Method  of  dealing  with 
them ;  the  Manner  of  travelling  in  Caravans  i  the  ne- 
ceilary  Precautions  againft  fuch  Accidents  as  Strangers  were 
moft  liable  to  5  the  Means  of  dealing  with  Jews^  Arme- 
nians^  Greeks^  and  other  Chriftians,  together  with  the 
Arts  of  concealing  Things  of  Value,  and  avoiding  thofe 
Snares  which  Governors,  military  Officers,  and  petty 
Princes  make  ufe  of  in  order  to  plunder  Travellers  and 
Merchants.  From  thefe  Inquiries  I  derived  much  In- 
formation, and  as  I  was  not  over  fleepy  in  the  Night,  I 
diverted  m.yfelf  with  writing  in  my  Journal  my  Queftions 
to  Mr.  Rolandy  and  his  Anfwers,  and  when  I  had  fo 
done,  I  drew  out  in  my  Pocket-Book  a  new  Lift  of 
Queftions  for  the  next  Day. 

I  did  not  at  this  Time  apprehend  that  thefe  Remarks 
would  at  any  Time  be  of  Service  farther  than  to  divert 
me ;  but  when  I  afterwards  experienced  many  Advan- 
tages from  them,  I  took  a  liking  to  the  Method,  and 
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purfued  it  all  my  Life.  One  Thing  Mr,  Roland  over 
and  over  infifted  on,  viz.  That  v^^hoever  intended  to 
travel  amongfl:  the  Turks^  Perftans^  or  other  oriental 
Nations,  ought  by  all  Means  to  make  himfelf  Mafter 
of  the  Art  of  Phyftck^  a  Science  little  underftood,  and 
confequently  v^-onderfully  admired  by  thefe  Nations.  As 
the  prefent  Diforder  of  my  Mind  hindered  me  from  ap- 
plying to  my  ufual  Studies,  I  made  Choice  of  fome  Books 
of  Travels,  which  I  read  v^^ith  great  Avidity,  and  per- 
ceiving from  them  how  neceflary  good  Mapps  were,  I 
made  the  bell  Collection  I  could  in  that  Way,  and  -had 
them  bound  fo  as  to  roll  in  a  leather  Cafe,  which  lying 
in  a  fmall  Compafs,  might  be  conveniently  carried  with- 
out any  Danger  of  fpoiling  them. 

Thus,  without  intending  to  travel,  I  furnifhed  my 
felf  with  the  Requifites  for  a  diflant  Voyage.  On  this  I 
have  fometimes  refiecced  with  Wonder,  but  I  think  I 
can  now  difcern  that  there  was  nothing  in  it  ftrange  at 
all.  A  Man  difordered  in  his  Mind  never  ads  rationally, 
and  therefore  when  he  comes  afterwards  coolly  to  con- 
iider  his  own  Conduifl,  he  takes  the  Effeils  of  his  own 
Pailions  for  Things  fupernatural,  and  would  fain  intro- 
duce Fate  to  take  the  Blame  of  his  Folly.  Thus  Self- 
Love  bubbles  us  when  we  are  not  upon  our  Guard, 
and  when  we  are,  attempts  to  perfwade  us  that  we  were 
bubbled  by  fomething  e.lfe. 

The  firfc  News  I  received  from  Johnfon^  was  that 
he  had  received  a  very  fhort  Anfwer  from  the  Merchant, 
and  that  he  was  fallen  Tick  at  Venice  of  an  Ague,  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  to  travel.  The  Day  after 
I  received  another  Letter  from  a  Merchant  at  Roaity 
^\^  Advice  that  Mr,  Feiherjlone  had  failed,  and  v/as 
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gone  off.  Both  thefe  Accidents  gave  me  inexprelTible 
Concern.  I  was  forced  to  remit  Money  to  Venice  for 
the  ufe  of  John/on  -,  I  was  much  at  a  Lofs  for  him  to 
divert  my  Melancholy  3  for  as  he  was  a  Man  of  Senfe, 
and  ten  Years  older  than  I,  he  was  become  a  Sort  of 
Companion,  and  indeed  the  only  Companion  I  had. 
With  Refpedl  to  Mr.  Fetherjfone,  my  Grief  was  equal 
for  his  Misfortune  and  my  own,  above  a  third  Part  of 
the  little  Fortune  I  had  being  in  his  Hands. 

However,  my  Appreheniions  with  Refpe^l  to  him 
^ere  quickly  leilened,  by  a  Letter  inclofed  in  one  from 
Mr.  Hales^  fignifying  that  his  Loiles  would  not  at  all 
affe6l  me,  all  my  Effedls  being  in  the  Hands  of  them 
on  whom  he  could  depend,  and  who  would  fhortly 
remit  them  to  Mr.  Hales.  John/on  continued  five 
Weeks  ill  at  Venice^  and  was  at  lail  cured  by  the  Surgeon 
of  zn  Englijh  Ship  by  Vomits  only.  As  foon  as  the 
Surgeon  told  him  it  was  fafe  for  him  to  travel,  he  fet 
out  for  Geneva  ;  and  though  he  informed  me  of  the 
Day  of  his  Departure,  he  furprized  me  very  much  by 
his  Arrival,  which  was  four  Days  fooner  than  I  expeded. 
He  told  me  that  Mr.  Hales  had  fhev/n  him  the  Wri- 
tings which  he  apprehended  to  be  Releafes  in  the  molt 
ample  Forms,  but  that  he  had  refufed  to  let  him  have 
any  Copies  of  them,  and.  faid,  that  if  Mr.  Brown  did 
not  think  fit  to  fign  them  he  might  let  it  alone.  After 
we  had  talk'd  over  fome  other  Affairs  that  I  had  entruft- 
ed  him  with,  and  had  received  all  the  Intelligence  he 
could  give,  we  began  to  let  Matters  reft,  and  from  talk- 
ing of  Venice^  turned  our  Thoughts  to  our  Affairs  ia 
England^  France^  and  Geneva. 
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One  Evening  when  we  were  deeply  engaged  in  dif*- 
cuffing  Mr.  Fetherftoneh  Affair,  John/on  Itarted  up  of  a 
fudden,  and  with  an   Air  of  Surprize  cried  out.  Lord! 

Sh' !  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  Airs.  Lucia is  at 

Venice.  At  firft  I  was  fo  much  confounded,  that  I 
did  not  make  him  an  Anfwer ;  at  laft,  contrary  to  my 
Cultom,  I  fiew  into  a  violent  PalTion,  upbraided  him 
with  Stupidity,  and  want  of  Thought  in  not  telling  me 
before  3  to  which  the  Man  very  innocently  anfwered. 
That  it  was  twenty  to  one,  confidering  his  Sicknefs,  and 
the  many  Things  he  had  upon  his  Head,  that  he  remem- 
bered it  at  all.  However,  I  could  not  get  him  to  any 
Temper  that  Night,  and  therefore  went  early  to  Bed, 
where  I  fpent  the  Night  without  Sleep,  endeavouring  to 
find  what  it  was  that  had  put  me  fO  much  out  of  my 
ordinary  Road. 

I  was  once  or  twice  going  to  call  Johnfon  up,  but  re- 
flefting  that  the  Man  would  believe  I  was  abfolutely  mad, 
I  jdefifted,  and  at  lall,  v/hen  it  grew  light,  fell  afleep, 
and  did  not  wake  'till  Johnfon  came  into  the  Room,  to 
tell  me  it  was  eight  o'Clock,  and  confequently  above 
two  Hours  later  than  I  was  v/ont  to  rife. 

When  I  had  drefled  myfelf,  I  did  not  as  my  manner 
was  go  out  y  but  having  called  Johifin  into  the  Room, 
talked  to  him  of  indifferent  Things,  in  Order  to  lead 
him  to  fpeak  again  of  his  Stay  at  Venice,  But  it  fell  out 
with  me,  as  I  believe  it  does  with  moft  Men,  when 
under  the  Influence  of  their  PafTions ;  all  I  gain'd  by 
my  Arts,  was  to  amufe  and  deceive  myfelf,  for  before 
wc  had  talked  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  Johnfon  returned 
very  bluntly  to  the  Point  I  aimed  at,  thus.  I  can  now, 
^r,  very  readily  account  for  the  PalTion  you  were  in  laft 

Nighta 


C  8?  ] 

Night,  as  foon  as  I  refleded  on  the  manner  Mrs.  Lu- 
cia was  fpirited  away  from  her  Fathers,  and  how  brisk- 
ly you  thereupon  rode  to  your  Uncle's,  the  Secret  was 
out,  and  I  perfectly  convinced,  that  I  fhould  have  done 
better  if  I  had  fpoke  of  Mrs.  Lucidy  before  I  had  given 
you  an  Account  ofyourBufinefs ;  and  perhaps  it  would 
have  been  bell  of  all,  if  I  had  been  wife  enough  to 
have  forgot  I  had  feen  her. 

When  I  found,  that  Circumfpe6lion  and  Circum- 
locution fignified  nothing,  I  came  as  roundly  to  the 
Thing  as  he.  Acknowledged  that  I  had  an  extraordi- 
nary Concern,  as  to  every  Thing  which  related  to  this 
Lady,  and  defired  to  know,  how  fhe  came  to  Venice, 
and  in  what  manner  fhe  liv'd  there.  Sir,  anfwer'd 
John/on^  I  fhould  be  glad  if  my  Intelligence  furnifhed 
me  with  a  Power  of  maldng  you  fatisfadory  Anfwers  ; 
all  I  can  tell  you  I  will,  and  aflure  you  with  great  Sin- 
cerity, that  if  while  I  remained  at  Venice^  it  had  come 
into  my  Mind,  that  the  Affairs  of  Mrs.  Lucia  had  fo 
near  a  Relation  to  yours,  I  fhould  not  have  fpared  any 
Pains  to  have  been  better  informed  about  them  ;  but  as 
I  had  then  no  fuch  Thoughts,  you  muft  be  content 
with  receiving  from  me,  what  by  meer  Accident  I 
came  to  know.  One  Day  when  I  went  to  receive  the 
Money  you  were  pleafed  to  remit  me,  I  happened  as  I 
was  going  out  of  the  Merchant's  Houfe  to  meet  Mrs. 
Lucia^  fhe  knew  me  fooner  than  I  did  her,  called  me 
by  my  Name,  an  d  asked  me,  if  you  were  in  Venice  • 
I  told  her  you  were  not,  fhe  faid,  fhe  had  been  there 
three  Years,  and  never  had  been  able  to  hear  a  Word 
of  you,  the  Caufe  of  which  I  readily  apprehended  to 
be  your  going  by  your  Mother's  Name.      I  promifed 
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her  to  call  the  next  Day  ;  but  having  only  that  Time 
to  provide  for  my  Journey,  my  Head  was  fo  occupied 
with  other  Things,  that  I  really  thought  no  more  of 
Mrs.  Lucia  till  lall  Night ;  fo  that  if  I  have  committed 
any  Fault  thro'  indifcretion,  I  hope  my  telling  you 
plainly  the  Truth,  will  make  fome  Atonement  for  an 
involuntary  Error. 

It  would  have  been  very  happy  for  me,  if  I  had 
thought  as  wifely  as  my  Servant ;  but  who  ever  does  fo 
that  is  under  the  Dominion  of  Paffion.  From  the  very 
Moment  we  had  this  Difcourfe,  I  began  to  frame  a 
Proje6l  of  going  to  Venice^  with  no  other  View  certain- 
ly than  to  fee  Lucia^  and  yet  I  had  not  Courage  enough 
to  avow  this,  but  began  to  reafon  with  John/on  on  Mr. 
HaJes's  Condudl,  and  to  drop  fome  Hints,  that  very 
poflibly  I  might  be  able  to  bring  him  by  Difcourfe, 
to  think  better  upon  this  Head. 

After  feveral  Converfations  upon  this  Subje«fl,  per- 
ceiving v/hat  I  faid  made  John/on  very  thoughtful  and 
uneafy,  I  preiTed  him  to  fpeak  his  Sentiments  freely  and 
candidly,  and  at  laft  he  did  fo.  I  have  been  about  you 
Sir,  faid  he,  ever  fince  you  were  a  Child,  and  when  I 
was  very  little  more  myfelf,  you  have  had  a  great  many 
Difficulties  to  go  through,  and  you  have,  bleffed  be 
God,  gone  through  them  very  happily.  Your  Condud 
hath  hitherto  been  fo  right,  that  I  never  prefumed  to 
queftion  it ;  but  you  are  of  late  fo  much  altered,  have 
fuch  nice  and  odd  Notions,  that  I  find  myfelf  abfolute- 
]y  obliged  to  impart  to  you  out  of  your  own  Stock,  and 
to  offer  to  you  the  beft  Advice  I  can,  from  the  Prin- 
ciples you  have  heretofore  taught  me. 
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As  to  Mr.  Hales ^  he  is  a  Man  of  an  inflexible 
Temper,  fwallowed  up  in  Bufinefs,  and  will  no  more 
enter  into  the  Hiftory  of  your  private  Concerns,  than 
he  would  pay  you  the  five  Hundred  Ducats  upon  an  un- 
certainty. To  make  th.Q  Perfualion  of  this  Man  the 
Motive  of  your  Journey,  therefore  would  be  a  perfedt 
Chimera;  indeed  if  you  fettle  your  Affairs  here,  I 
fhould  think  you  might  as  well  refide  at  Venice^  as  any 
where  elfe,  or  rather  better  ;  but  to  be  making  Journies 
to  and  fro,  will  anfwer  no  Purpofe,  but  that  of  running 
into  a  large  Expence,   which  is  worfe  than  none. 

A  s  foon  as  I  had  extorted  from  Johifon  this  plain 
and  honell  Judgment  of  my  Affairs,  the  next  Thing  I 
did  was,  to  feclude  him  from  my  Counfels,  and  to  re- 
folve  with  great  Secrecy  and  much  Diligence,  to  profe- 
cute  as  far  as  in  me  lay,  the  Ruin  of  my  Fortune, 
which  was  already  in  a  bad  Train.  I  found  out,  by 
the  Means  of  Mr.  Roland^  a  Gentleman  who  had  very 
confiderable  Concerns  with  Mr.  Hales^  and  from  him 
I  procured  Letters  of  Recommendation,  fignifying  that 
I  had  refided  feveral  Years  at  Geneva^  had  lived  like  a 
Man  of  Probit)%  on  whofe  Word  he  might  depend. 
From  this  Gentleman  alfo,  I  took  Bills  on  Mr.  HaleSy 
for  upwards  of  a  hundred  Pounds  Sterling ;  I  likewife 
provided  fome  Jewels,  and  having  taken  all  the  necellary 
Care  for  travelling  with  the  utmoil:  Expedition,  the 
Morning  before  I  was  to  fet  out,  I  acquainted  John  [on 
with  my  Refolution,  and  at  the  fame  Time  told  him, 
that  I  fhould  leave  all  my  Concerns  in  his  Hands,  and 
did  not  at  all  doubt  his  taking  a  proper  Care  of  them. 

The  Man  feemed,  as  well  he  might,  amazed  at  ^o 
odd  and  fuddpn  a  Step ;   but  when  he  had  recovered 
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liimfelf  a  little,  he  faid  it  was  the  firlt  Time  that  he 
obeyed  me  with  Relu6lance  ;  and  that  he  fhould  be  glad 
that  I  took  as  much  Care  of  my  own  Affairs  at  Venu^y 
as  he  would  be  fure  to  take  of  all  entrulled  with  him  at 
Gentva,  This  faid,  he  immediately  difpatched  what- 
ever was  requifite  for  me  to  have  with  me  in  this  Jour- 
ney, fuch  as  Cloaths,  Linnen,  i^c.  with  a  Care  and 
Alacrity,   which  rather  gave  me  Pain  than  Satisfadion. 

The  next  Day  I  fet  out,  but  my  Mind  was  fo 
much  diftracfted,  and  my  Head  fo  confufed,  that  I 
made  no  manner  of  Obfervation  of  Places,  Perfons,  or 
Things ;  and  had  much  ado  to  regulate  even  the  ne- 
celJary  Concerns  in  my  Paflage  j  fo  much  was  I  taken 
irp  with  a  Delire  of  reaching  a  Place  where,  properly 
ipeaking,  I  had  no  very  great  Bulinefs. 

At  laft  I  arrived  at  Padua,  where  in  Refpedl  to  my 
Health,  I  ought  to  have  continued  for  fome  Time, 
kiving  felt  the  firft  Attacks  of  an  Ague,  which  vifited 
me  more  rudely  at  Venice,  However  I  remained  in 
this  famous  City  arfd  Univerfity  but  three  Days,  the 
firft  of  which  was  far  fpent  when  I  arrived,  and  on  the 
iall  I  was  not  able  to  travel.  The  fourth  in  the  Morn- 
ing, I  fet  out  for  Venice,  where  the  Difficulties  I  met 
with  in  going  afbore,  partly  through  my  own  Inadver- 
tency, and  partly  through  the  unneceflary  nicenefs  of 
the  Officers  of  Health  vexed  me  not  a  little,  and  con- 
tributed to  make  the  next  Fit  of  my  Ague  more  vio- 
lent. 

A  s  foon  as  I  was  at  Liberty  to  go  to  the  Fadory, 
1  did  make  fhift  to  go  firft  to  Mr.  Hales* s  about  Bufi- 
j\<tk,  and  then  to  the  Merchant's  Houfe  where  Lucia 
4welt.    At  the  foil  I  met  with  better  Treatment  than 
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I  expefled ;  when  I  came  to  explain  myfelf  upon  the 
Reafons  of  not  figning  the  Papers,  Mr.  Hales  woiild 
have  excufed  himfelf  from  hearing  any  Thing,  but 
when  I  promifed  to  be  concife,  and  had  entered  a  little 
into  my  Story,  he  faid  I  had  been  hardly  ufed,  defired 
to  fee  me  fome  other  Time,  and  promifed  he  would 
think  of  fome  Method  to  ferve  me.  Lucia  was  ex- 
ceedingly furprized  at  the  Sight  of  me,  and  tho'  the 
great  Errand  I  had  at  Venice  was  to  fee  her,  I  was 
much  more  fo  at  the  Sight  of  her. 

It  happened  luckily  that  there  were  no  Spectators  at 
this  Interview,  which  when  fhe  came  .to  herfelf,  the 
Lady  defired  might  be  fhort,  advifed  me  in  a  Day  or 
two  to  go  and  lodge  at  a  certain  Place  where  fhe  pro- 
mifed I  fhould  fee  her,  and  hear  from  her  a  very  An- 
gular Account  of  what  had  happened  to  her  fince  our  i 
parting.  In  Compliance  with  her  Requeft,  I  prefently 
took  my  Leave,  and  returned  to  the  Place  where  I 
lodged  for  the  prefent,  which  I  found  to  be  very  little 
diftant  from  the  Dwelling  of  an  Englijh  Statuary,  at 
whofe  Houfe  Lucia  had  defired  me  to  take  Lodgings. 
I  was  at  lirll  thinking  to  have  fent  for  this  Perfon,  in 
order  to  have  told  him,  that  as  I  was  much  indifpofed, 
and  had  fome  Matters  of  Confequence  to  tranfa6l  at 
Venice^  I  fhould  be  glad  to  live  in  an  Englijh  Houfe  for 
many  Reafons.  But  refle6ling  that  Lucia  could  not  di- 
rect me  to  this  Man's  Houfe  without  having  fome 
Knowledge  of  the  Perfon  who  kept  it,  I  judged  it 
would  be  better  to  let  it  alone  to  the  next  Day,  that  in 
the  intermediate  Space,  fhe  might  if  fhe  thought  proper, 
give  the  Man  fome  Intimation  of  it. 


In  this  for  once  I  judged  right,  for  having  the  tiext 
Day  about  Noon,  fent  for  Seignior  Bujhell^  and  ac- 
quainted him  what  my  Bufinefs  was,  he  prefently  told 
me,  that  the  Lady  had  fpoke  to  his  Wife  upon  this 
Head  \  and  that  in  two  or  three  Days,  an  Apartment 
Ihould  be  fitted  up  for  me,  and  he  would  do  his  belt  to 
make  all  Things  as  commodious  as  pollible.  In  the  In- 
terim I  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  inclofed 
in  one  from  John/on^  in  which  he  informed  me  of  a 
very  extraordinary  Accident  which  had  happened  to 
our  Friend  M.  UAulnoy. 

The  Marquifs  de  Courhoyere^  M.  la  Mouifiere^  and 
M.  Lamiere^  three  Normam^  the  two  firfl:  Men  of  Fa- 
mily, and  who  had  lived  in  Friendfhip  with  M.  de  Au^ 
Inoy  3  the  lall  a  Man  in  bad  Circumftances,  but    who 
had  a  good  Reputation,  confpired  the  Deftrudion   of 
this  unfortunate  Gentleman  ;  the  former  out  of  Pique^ 
the  latter  for  a  Reward  of  a  thoufand  Crowns,  half  of 
which  he  had  received  :  The  Method  agreed  on  was, 
to  charge  M.  d'Julnoy  with  Treafon,  which  according- ' 
]y  was  done,  and  the  Matter  fo   cunningly  managed, 
that  tho'  the  Fads  were  abfolutely  falfe,  yet  the  inno- 
cent Gentleman  was  on  the  very  Point  of  being  con- 
demned :  Then  it  was  that  Lamiere^  a  Stranger  to  him 
in  Comparifon  to  the  other,  began  to  relent;  however 
Fear  got  the  better  of  his   Honefty,  and  he  held  his 
Tongue  till  M.  d'Aulnoy  was  Condemned  to  lofe  his 
Head,  till  the  Prieft  had  confefled  him,  and  till  he  faw 
his  Grave  dug. 

He  then  followed  the  fuppofed  Criminal  into  the 
Prefence  of  his  Judges,  who  were  met  to  examine  him 
before  his  Execution.    There  Lamure  fell  down  on  his 
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Knees,  confefled  his  Perjury,  and  charg'd  his  two  Allb- 
dates,  who  were  likewife  prefent,  with  the  Confpiracy,^ 
of  which  he  gave  fuch  authentic  Proofs,  that  M.  (TAu- 
Incy  was  immediately  difcharg'd.  The  Marquifs  ds 
Courhoyere  was  a  few  Days  afterwards  executed  on  the 
Scaffold  ereded  for  the  Execution  of  M.  d'Aulnoy^  on 
which  the  Day  following  la  Muifiere  fufFered.  Lamiere 
was  prefent  at  both  thefe  Executions  ^  after  the  lall,  he 
knelt  down  near  the  dead  Body,  and  the  Executioner 
having  palTed  his  Sword  over  his  Head,  he  was  fet  at 
Liberty.  A  moft  fignal  Deliverance  this  from  a  double 
Execution  of  the  Body  and  of  the  Reputation.  What  the 
Motive  of  this  Confpiracy  v/as,  or  w^hether  any  more 
than  yi.  d'Aulnoy  were  comprifed  therein,  I  could  never 
learn.  As  to  his  own  Affairs,  Mr.  Fetherjlone  acknow- 
ledged, they  were  in  very  bad  Order,  but  aflured  me, 
my  Money  was  fafe,  and  that  I  might  command  it 
when  I  pieafed. 

The  Day  before  I  was  to  go  to  Mr.  Bujhellh  the 
Statuary,  went  again  to  vv'ait  on  Mr.  Hales ^  who  told 
me  he  had  refledled  on  what  I  faid,  and  by  comparing 
it  with  certain  Circuniftances,  within  the  compafs  of 
his  own  Knowledge,  was  fully  convinced  it  was  true. 
He  added,  that  he  was  forry  a  Gentleman  who  had 
been  bred  at  Venice  fhould  a6t  after  fuch  a  manner ;  and 
that  if  I  remained  a  few  Months  there,  he  would  en- 
deavour to  procure  mq  Satisfaction.  He  would  have 
paid  the  Bills  I  brought  with  me  from  Geneva^  tho^ 
they  were  not  due ;  but  I  declined  it,  having  no  imme- 
diate Occafion  for  Money. 

He  advifed  me  to  be  careful  of  my  Health,  and  not 
to  fuffer  mjfeif  to  b^  corrupted  by  the  Pleafures  oU^enice. 

After 
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Aftes  Dinner  I  went  to  fee  a  Play^  which  did 
not  entertain  me  near  fo  much  as  I  expeded.  To  have 
a  relifh  for  Italian  Comedy,  a  Man  muft  not  only 
underfland  Italian^  but  be  alfo  thoroughly  tindtured  with 
their  Manners,  otherwife  the  pert  Jokes,  the  obfcene 
Jefts,  and  that  fort  of  manual  Wit  with  a  wooden 
Sword,  which  is  there  fo  much  in  Faftiion,  amounts  to 
nothing.  The  Englijh  Comedy,  efpecially  as  manag'd  by 
yohifon  and  Fletcher^  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  Thing 
hitherto  known  in  Europe, 

One  may  be  allowed  to  fay  this  without  Sufpicion 
of  Flattery,  fince  to  judge  of  Comedy,  we  mufl  read 
the  Rules  laid  down  by  the  Critics,  obferve  their  Elfecls 
in  the  Works  of  the  ancient  Poets,  who  are  by  all  al- 
lowed to  excel,  and  then  with  thofe  compare  the  Mo- 
derns ;  but  if  we  except  the  Fre?2chy  there  are  none  but 
our  Englijh  Comedies  that  can  be  compared  with  the 
Ancients.  The  Italian  Plays,  nay,  and  the  Spanijh  too, 
are  written  without  Regard  to  rule,and  depend  much  more 
upon  the  Adion  of  the  Player,  than  upon  the  Genius 
of  the  Author. 

Tired  therefore  with  this  Reprefentation,  I  bought 
two  or  three  Colledions  of  Novels,  that  I  might  im- 
prove myfelf  in  Italian,  and  at  the  fame  Time  divert 
that  fplenetick  Difpofition,  which  made  me  uneafy  to 
myfelf,  and  no  doubt  difagreeable  to  others.  Thus  the 
fame  PafTion  which  divefted  me  of  a  Power  of  ufing 
Time,  taught  me  how  to  murder  it,  juft  as  the  Folly 
which  hinders  a  young  Man  from  encreafing  an  Eftate, 
puts  him  into  the  Road  of  fpending  it. 

The  fecond  Day  after  my  Removal,  Lucia  came  to 
fee  me,  her  Vifit  was  fhort,  and   a  meer    Matter  of 
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Form,  fome  of  the  Family  being  always  prefent;  but 
Ihe  took  Occalion  to  drop  a  Note  in  the  Window,  inti- 
mating, that  the  next  Day  at  three  o'Clock,  {lie  would 
come  and  Hay  two  or  three  Hours.  Thefe  Delays 
were  infinitely  grievous  to  me,  yet  as  I  apprehended 
they  were  reafonable,  it  gave  me  a  moit  exalted  Idea 
of  Lucia's  Prudence. 

At  her  Hour  the  Lady  came,  with  a  Servant,  and 
after  having  paiTed  fome  little  Time  v/ith  a  Friend  of 
her's,  who  lodged  in  the  Houfe,  ihe  palled  through  that . 
Lady's  Apartment  to  mine ;  and  after  fome  previous 
Introdudlion,  and  brief  Inquiry  into  what  had  befallen 
me  iince  I  left  Engla?id ;  fhe  entred  on  the  Story  of 
her  own  Life,  and  the  Caufe  of  our  ftrange  and  fudden 
Separation.  It  may  be  my  Recital  of  her  Difcourfc, 
may  in  fome  Way  tarnifh  its  Beauty,  Women  having 
a  oeculiar  Elegance  in  Narration,  and  the  Detail  of. 
Fads,  likes  Rays  of  Light  receiving  Colour  from  Re- 
fledion,  yet  if  Truth  be  preferved,  the  Variations  will 
Bot  be  material,  and  as-  they  are  inevitable  may  be  eafily 
pardoned. 

It  would  be  to  no  Purpofe  faid  (he,  for  me  to  give 
you  any  Account  of  my  Family,  who  are  as  well  ac- 
quainted with  it  as  myfelf,  I  will  therefore  briefly  open 
to  you  what  hath  been  the  Source  of  great  Difquiet  to 
me,  and  I  am  perfwaded,  no  lefs  Uneafinefs  to  yourfelf. 

Colonel when  he  went  on  the  Expeditions  to  Hi/- 

paniola^  left  under  my  Father's  Care  his  Son,  a  Youth 
of  about  Nineteen  Years  of  Age.  What  Education  he 
had  before  he  came  to  live  with  us  I  know  not,  but 
during  that  Space,  we  faw  little  Signs  of  any  5  Country 
Sports  he  aifedled  much,    loved  Drinking  more  than 

youngfters  ufually  do,  and  was  addidsd  to  other  Vices, 
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which  made  my  Father  very  uneafy,  left  he  {hould  cor- 
rupt my  Brother  Philip. 

It  fo  happened,  that  either  by  over  heating  himfelf, 
or  fome  other  Irregularity,  this  young  Gentleman  fell 
into  a  Fever,  which  brought  him  to  the  very  Verge  of 
Death,  and  when  it  left  him,  had  fo  exceedingly  en- 
feebled him,  that  the  Phyficians  were  of  Opinion,  it 
would  be  followed  by  a  Confumption.  To  prevent 
this,  they  recommended  to  him  a  very  regular  Courfe 
of  Life,  great  Compofure  of  Mind,  and  all  forts  of 
innocent  Diverlions.  In  Confequence  of  thefe  Rules, 
he  came  much  more  into  our  Company  than  he  was 
wont,  and  being  much  taken  with  the  Romances  and 
Books  of  Poetry  which  furnifh  my  Clofet,  he  fancied 
the  Amufement  he  received  from  them,  contributed  to 
his  Health,  which  being  eftablifhed  by  Degrees,  he 
fhewed  a  more  than  ordinary  Regard  for  me,  which 
was  much  fooner  underltood  by  my  Brother  and  Fa- 
ther than  myfelf. 

You  mult  know,  that  my  Brother  Philip  hath  fome 
Qualities  in  him  which  are  not  fuddenly  fufpe6led.  He 
is  particularly  addicted  to  Intereft,  and  was  fo  from  his 
moll  tender  Years.  He  never  defpifcd  Money,  as  young 
Lads  are  apt  to  do,  but  very  carefully  laid  up  whatever 
was  given  him,  and  was  continually  forming  Projedls  to 
encreafe  his  Stock. 

A  s  foon  therefore  as  he  perceived  his  Friends  liking 
to  me,  he  informed  my  Father  of  it,  took  Notice  of 
the  confiderable  Eftate  the  young  Gentleman  was  to 
inherit,  as  alfo  of  his  Expe6tations  from  a  Relation  at 
Smyrna^  immenfely  rich,  and  who  had  no  other  Rela- 
tion. While  he  was  inltilling  thefe  Notions  into  my 
Father's  Head,  Colonel  ——  died  abroad,  and  left  his, 

Son 
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Son  a  clear  Eftate  of  i^oo  L  per  Ann.  and  a  very 
confiderable  Sum  in  ready  Money,  which  determined 
my  Father  to  improve,  what  to  him  appeared  the  luck- 
ieft  Accident  in  the  World.  As  to  me,  they  either 
thought  my  Confent  not  necefiafy,  or  reckoned  upon  it 
as  a  Thing  of  Courfe  \  and  therefore  they  mentioned 
'  nothing  of  their  Scheme  till  all  was  ripe  for  its  Execu- 
tion. 

When  the  young  Man  had  difcovered  that  as  a  Se- 
cret to  my  Brother,  which  himfelf  had  found  out,  and 
reckoned  upon  long  before,  then  it  v/as  thought  proper 
to  break  the  Matter  to  me,  which  was  accordingly  done 
by  my  Brother  \  but  in  fuch  Terms,  as  (hewed  that  I 
was  not  to  be  confulted,  but  direded.  Whether  this 
gave  any  Biafs  to  my  Inclinations  or  not,  I  am  unable 
to  determine.  The  young  Man  had  never  been  agree- 
able to  me,  tho'  out  of  Refpetl  to  his  Family,  I  had 
always  treated  him  with  much  Civility :  An  Accident 
had  contributed  to  improve  this  Diflike  into  an  Averfion, 
he  had  a  Lad  that  waited  on  him,  pretty  near  his  own 
Age, "  and  who  was  his  Nurfe*s  Son  ;  this  Boy  upon 
every  little  Offence,  he  would  lafh  with  his  Horfe- 
Whip  as  if  he  had  been  a  Slavey  which  to  me  feemed  a 
bad  Prelident  for  his  Wife,  and  therefore  I  told  my  Bro- 
ther on  the  firft  mention  of  this  Bufmefs,  that  I  could 
never  have  any  AfFedion  for  him  3  and  therefore  would 
never  confent  to  marry  him. 

This  unexpeded  Anfwer  put  them  all  into  Confu- 
fion.     The  firft  Refolution  they  came  to  was,  to  for- 
bid me  to  explain,  myfelf  to  the  young  Man;  which- 
Command  I  received  from  my  Father  himfelf,    not 
without  fome  very  fharp  Refiedions  on  my  Condudl, 
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or  as  he  was  plcaled  to  call  it,  my  difobedicnce.  As  in 
the  Courfe  of  my  Life  I  had  never  deferved  or  received 
the  fmallelt  Reproof  before,  the  old  Gentleman's  Dif- 
courfe  made  an  inexprelTible  Impreflion  on  my  Mind, 
infomuch  that  I  threw  myfelf  at  his  Feet,  and  bedewed 
them  with  my  Tears. 

When  I  had  recovered  my  Spirits  a  little,  I  told 
him  I  was  fo  fenfible  of  my  Duty  to  him  as  a  Pa- 
rent, and  of  the  Obligations  laid  on  me  by  his  Tender- 
nefs,  that  I  had  much  rather  fubmit  to  Death  than  do 
any  Thing  which  might  either  offend  or  afflict  him.  I 
would  be  glad  to  know.  Daughter,  replied  he,  which 
you  would  have  me  believe,  your  Words,  or  your  Ac- 
tions ;  for  as  they  are  contrary,  you  cannot  imagine  I 
can  believe  both.  Pardon  me.  Sir,  returned  I,  if  to 
me  they  feem  very  confident ;  I  wifh  Lucia,  added  he, 
that  you  could  convince  me  of  that ;  why,  Sir,  conti- 
nued I,  my  refuling  to  marry  this  Man  is  not  the  EfFe<5l 
of  Humour,  Pre-pofieffion,  or  Obilinacy,  1  am  con- 
vmced  in  my  Mind,  that  if  I  were  his  Wife,  lie  would 
make  me  very  unhappy  5  this  Sir,  would  not  fail  to 
affli(5l  you,  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  not  attribute 
my  Condu(5l  to  Difobedience.  No,  Lucia  /  faid  the 
good  old  Man,  iighing,  I  fhall  not :  You  may  depend 
upon  it  that  I  will  never  force  your  Confent ;  perhaps 
you  may  in  Time  change  your  Sentiments  5  in  the  mean 
time,  all  that  I  expedl  from  you,  is  to  conceal  them. 

What  Excufes  they  made  to  my  Suitor,  I  know 
not  5  but  about  two  Months  after,  came  a  Letter  from 
his  Relation  at  Smyrna,  defiring  him  to  come  thither 
with  all  poffible  Expedition,  with  an  AlTurance  that  hfe 
would  be  well  recompenfed   for   the  Fatigue    of  his 

Voyage. 
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Voyage.  My  Father  and  Brother  advifed  him  to  com- 
ply with  his  Relation's  Defire,  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
they  thought  his  Abfence  added  to  his  Youth,  might  be 
ferviceable  in  protra6ting  certain  Suits  that  they  were  ap- 
prehenfive  would  be  commenced,  in  relation  to  fom« 
part  of  his  Eftate  ;  they  promifed  to  furnifh  him  with  a 
proper  Expedient  for  returning  in  a  Year,  or  a  little 
more,  and  my  Brother  very  roundly  undertook  to  him, 
that  the  Marriage  he  defired  fliould  then  take  EfFefl. 

A  s  to  the  Management  of  his  Eftate,  his  Father 
had  fettled  it  by  Will  on  certain  Truftees,  with  whom 
my  Father  would  have  nothing  to  do,  having  naturally 
no  great  pronenefs  to  Bufinefs.  He  and  my  Brother  ac- 
companied the  young  Gentleman  to  London,  and  the 
Spring  following  my  Father  would  have  Phillip  go  and 
ftudy  in  Scotland  j  for  he  perceived  that  notwithftanding 
a  more  than  ordinary  Sagacity  in  his  Nature,  he  had 
not  a  fufficient  Stock  of  Learning,  nor  a  competent 
Knowledge  of  the  World,  both  of  which  he  thought 
he  might  acquire  by  reiiding  a  little  at  one  of  the  Uni- 
verlities  in  that  Country. 

I  NEED  not  tell  you  what  paiTed  while  you  were  at 
my  Father's  Houfe ;  but  as  you  are  ignorant  of  the 
manner  in  which  I  was  carried  away,  I  will  acquaint 
you  therewith,  I  and  of  what  happened  to  me  fmce  I 
have  been  here.  When  you  inadvertently  communica- 
ted to  my  Brother  your  Thoughts  concerning  me,  he 
inftantly  flew  to  my  Father,  and  having  given  him  very 
difadvantagious  ImprelTions  of  our  innocent  Correfpon- 
dence,  brought  him  to  order  me  to  remain  in  my  Cham- 
ber, where  he  was  pleafed  to  watch  over  me  himfelf. 
About  five  in  the  Morning  my  Brother  carried  me  in 
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the  Coach  to  Spalding^  from  whence,  when  you  were 
gone  into  the  North,  I  was  carried  to  London,  and  as 
narrowly  watched,  as  if  either  fome  mighty  Fortune 
had  depended  upon  my  Marriage,  or  I  had  been  enga- 
ged in  fome  fcandalous  Intrigue. 

In  three  Years  Space  I  heard  little  or  nothing  from 
Home,  w^hether  at  laft  I  returned  almoll  without  know- 
ing why  I  had  been  banifli'd,  or  wherefore  I  was  re- 
called. The  good  old  Man  received  me  on  my  Return 
with  great  Tendernefs  ;  he  fald  he  was  forry  he  had 
been  fo  long  deprived  of  me,  and  hoped  I  v/ould  ftill 
be  a  Comfort  to  him,  lince  he  had  loft  my  Sifter.  This 
furpriz'd  me,  for  in  the  Letters  my  Brother  thought  fit 
now  and  then  to  write  to  me,  he  had  never  mentioned 
a  Word  of  any  Thing  befallen  my  Sifter  ;  I  therefore 
asked  my  Father  with  fome  Amazement,  how  long 
fhe  had  been  dead  ?  She  is  not  dead  my  Child  anfwered 
he,  tho'  file  is  dead  to  me,  fhe  has  married  one  Captain 

— : — whom  you  muft  have  feen,  a  great  Royalift, 

a  boon  Companion,  and  one  of  a  fmall  Fortune,  who 
will  quickly  wafte  what  her  Grandmother  left  her,  and 
leave  her  to  be  a  Burthen  and  Difgrace  to  my  Family. 

I  HAD  not  been  long  at  Home  before,  after  much 
Inquiry,  I  was  inform'd  that  you  were  gone  abroad  un- 
der a  borrowed  Name,  but  whither,  or  under  what 
Name,  I  could  hot  then,  or  ever  after  learn.  After  a 
few  Months,  my  Brother  was  obliged  to  go  into  the 
Wefl  on  fome  Affairs  of  Confequence,  and  a  Day  or 
two  after  his  Departure,  my  Sifter  came  privately  to 
make  me  a  Vifit.  As  we  had  always  loved  each  other 
tenderly,  T  received  her  with  all  the  Marks  of  AfFeclion 
pofTible,  and  met  the  like  in  her,  fhe'  told  me,  that  be- 
ing 
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iiig  quite  tired  with  my  Brother's  fevere  governing  Tern-' 
per,  fhe  determined  v/ith  herfelf  to  take  the  firll  Oppor- 
tunity that  OiTered  of  gaining  her  Liberty.  While  fhe 
was  in  this  Temper,  the  Gentleman  fhe  married  met 
her  by  Chance  at  a  Neighbour's  Houfe,  and  being  fur- 
prized  to  fee  a  Woman  whofe  Family  had  been  always 
of  the  Puritan  Side,  fo  chearful  and  debonnaire,  he 
took  a  Pleafure  in  converling  with  her,  and  by  Degrees 
became  much  in  Love  with  her,  fhe  told  him  candidly 
and  plainly  the  State  fhe  was  in,  her  Defire  of  being 
fettled,  and  the  fmall  Fortune  fhe  had. 

The  Captain  as  fairly  told  her,  he  had  a  Relation 
lately  dead,  who  had  left  him  wherewith  to  clear  his 
Eftate,  that  he  was  very  fenfible  of  the  idle  manner  in 
which  he  had  formerly  fpent  his  Time  5  and  that  he 
was  juft  in  her  Condition,  waiting  for  an  Opportunity 
to  fettle  himfelf.  This  Similitude  of  Circumftances 
joined  to  the  peevifhnefs  of  my  Brother,  and  the  abfo- 
Jute  Command  he  had  over  my  Father,  brought  Things 
to  a  fpeedy  Conclufion ;  they  married  privately,  and 
my  Sifter  having  left  a  moft  dutiful  Letter  behind  her, 
retired  to  the  Captain's  Houfe,  about  a  quarter  of  an 
Year  before  I  was  fent  for  Home. 

When  fhe  had  vilited  me  twice  or  thrice,  I  took  a 
Opportunity  when  I  knew  my  Father  was  coming 
down  Stairs  to  leave  the  Door  open.  The  old  Gen- 
tleman, as  foon  as  he .  faw  her,  came  into  the  Room, 
and  tho'  he  at  firft  would  have  been  very  angry,  yet  in 
half  an  Hour  his  PafTion  was  fo  far  loft,  that  he  asked 
her  to  ftay  all  Night,  and  offered  to  fend  a  Servant  to 
acquaint  her  Husband,  fhe  very  readily  complied,  anci 
the  next  Morning  came  the  Captain, 
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We  were  from  this  Time  all  very  good  Friends, 
and  my  Father's  Temper  began  to  alter  very  much. 
His  Son-in-law  and  he  converfed  very  freely  on  Tranf- 
avlions  of  an  ancient  Date,  and  the  more  they  conver- 
fed, the  better  they  Vr'ere  fatisfied  with  each  other.  My 
Father  found  that  the  Captain  was  neither  debauched 
in  his  Morals,  nor  addlded  to  arbitrary  Power,  and  he 
on  the  other  Hand  faw  nothing  of  that  StifFnefs  or  Con- 
tempt of  the  Government  which  he  expelled  in  the 
old  Man.  Thus  Things  went  for  a  Time  happily 
enough  in  our  Family,  excepting  that  my  uneafinefs 
on  your  Account,  encreafed  the  natural  Gravity  of  my 
Temper,  and  by  cauling  a  great  Depreffion  of  Spirits, 
brought  on  an  Indifpolition  of  Body  which  threatened 
a  Confumption. 

IVIy  Brother,  whofe  fertile  Brain  would  never  fufFer 
him  to  be  ftill,  and  whofe  Notions  with  Refpe6l  to 
Church  and  State  had  not  received  much  Improvement 
from  his  Studies  in  Scotland^  embarqued  himfelf  in  an 
Affair  which  had  well  nigh  efFeded  his  DeHrudlion.  It 
happened  that  fome  of  his  Acquaintance  had  mentionea 
him  to  the  Duh  of  Bucks^  who  was  then  in  Difgrace, 
as  a  Man  of  lively  Farts,  and  one  zealoufly  devoted  to . 
the  Common- wealth  Party  ;  upon  this  he  fent  for  him, 
rarefied  him,  gave  him  a  Share  in  his  Bufmefs  and  his 
Pleafures,  "till  the  King  ifllied  a  Proclamation  for  ap^- 
prehending  his  Grace  ^  and  Warrants  from  the  Council 
were  fent  to  feize  bis  Dependants,  among  whom  Philip 
had  the  Honour  to  be  one. 

I  N  this  Diflrefs  he  retired  into  his  native  Country, 
and  coming  to  a  Farm-hcufe  about  a  Mile's  Diftance 
from  our's,  fent  for  his  Father  j     the  old  Gentleman 

though 


though  he  went  to  fee  him,  did  not  afford  him  that 
Countenance  he  was  wont,    but  ipoke   to  him    very 

roundly,  told  him  he  was  reconciled  to  Capt.         . 

and  that  he  would  fpeak  to  him  of  his  Bufineis.  My 
Brother  took  all  in  good  Part,  and  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  Captain's  Charafter,  defired  to  lodge  at  his 
Houfe,  as  knowing  it  would  not  be  fearched. 

But  in  a  few  Months  the  Scene  was  changed  ,  the 
Duke  of  Bucks  was  declared  Prime  Minifter  ;  governed 
all  Things  at  his  Will ;  and  my  Brother  going  up  to 
London^  was  well  received  by  the  Duke,  and  is,  I  be- 
lieve, ftill  in  his  Confidence.  What  the  Deligns  of  his 
Grace  are,  it  is  well  if  himfelfcan  tell ;  but  as  to  Philip, 
I  dare  fay  his  Aim  is  to  aggrandize  himfelf  by  the  Fa- 
vour of  his  Patron,  who  hath  already  made  fuch  Pro- 
motions as  have  given  Birth  to  a  Proverb  :  That  to  have 
a  Place  at  Court  a  Man  muji  be  hnown  not  to  love  the 
King,  My  Diftemper  encreafing,  my  Father  was  defirous  I 
Ihould  come  to  London  for  Advice  s  I  did  fo,  and  lodged 
with  an  Aunt  of  my  Brother-in-Law  the  Captain's. 
She  had  the  Honour  to  be  allied  to  the  Newcajile  Family , 
and  by  that  means  I  was  introduced  to  a  great  deal  of 
good  Company,  to  whom  otherwife  I  Ihould  never  have 
teen  known. 

My  Brother,  during  my  Stay  in  Town,  viilted  me 
very  affiduoufly,  and  gave  me  extraordinary  Marks  of 
Tendernefs  and  Affedtion.  His  former  Condudt  towards 
me  made  me  at  firft  entertain  fome  Doubt  of  his  Inten- 
tions, but  by  Degrees  the  great  Change  I  faw  in  his 
Manners  engaged  me  to  hope  he  was  really  become  % 
new  Man  ^  for  though  he  ftill  afFedted  to  live  upon  good 
Terms  with  his  old  Friends,  yet  he  was  become  a  great 

Courtier, 
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Courtier,  fpoke  very  advantagioufly  of  the  Dui^e  of 
Ibrk,  and  fometimes  hinted  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  had 
an  extraordinary  Kindnefs  for  the  Presbyteriajis. 

Though  thefe  Things  ferved  for  fome  Time  to 
amufe  me,  and  though  on  my  ifirft  coming  to  London  I 
was  vifibly  better,  yet  in  a  few  Months  I  relapfed,  and 
the  Phyficians  unanimoully  agreed  that  nothing  could 
reftore  me  to  a  found  State  of  Health,  but  reliding  fome 
Time  either  in  the  South  q{  France^  or  in  Italy,  Tho' 
this  was  not  very  agreeable  to  me  at  firfl-,  yet  my  Bro- 
ther perfuaded  me  to  comply  with  it,  promiling  to  make 
it  his  Care  that  I  (hould  be  perfectly  eafy  as  long  as  I 
Ibid  abroad,  and  that  he  would  procure  me  fuch  Re- 
commendations, as  fhould  fecure  to  me  a  good  Reception 
where-ever  I  came. 

I  DID  not  care,  however,  to  be  wholly  at  his  Difpo- 
My  and  therefore  I  very  gladly  accepted  my  firother-in- 
Law's  Propofal  of  going  to  Venice^  and  reliding  in  the 
Houfe  where  I  now  am,  the  Gentleman's  Wife  being 
idle  Captain's  lirft  Coulin.  I  have  been  here  near  fix 
Months,  have  heard  regularly  from  my  Brother,  whofe 
Letters  are  continually  accompanied  with  Prefents ;  and 
ihe  Air  hath  had  fo  proper  an  Effed  on  my  Conftitu- 
tion,  that  I  really  think  that  lam  perfe6Lly  recovered. 

Thus,  without  telling  me  any  thing  very  extraor- 
dinary, Lucia  charm'd  ray  Attention,  and  I  liften'd 
with  more  Satisfaction  to  the  plain  Narrative  of  what 
iiad  befallen  her  fince  my  leaving  England^  than  I  fhould 
iiave  done  to  the  bell  wrought  Story  of  any  Italmi  Wit, 
ihough  it  had  abounded  with  furprizing  Incidents,  and 
had  been  embellifhed  with  that  captivating  Elegance  de* 
riv'd  to  this  Nation^  not  njore  from  Art  than  Nature. 
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I  N  return  to  this  Detail  of  Lucia's,  Adventures,  I 
made  a  brief  Recital  of  my  own,  from  the  Time  of  my 
leaving  her  Father's  Houfe,  to  that  of  my  fettling  at  Ge^ 
neva.  When  I  had  finifh'd.  You  have  not  told  me, 
faid  (he,  any  of  your  Amours.  Come  !  come !  You 
muft  not  perfuade  me,  that  in  fo  many  Years  you  have 
feen  no-body  who  could  efface  the  flight  Impreffions  you 
are  pleafed  to  fay  I  made  upon  your  Mind.  If  Nature 
had  formed  you  without  Regard  to  our  Sex,  you  would 
have  had  no  Paffion  for  me  ;  and  having  this  Bent  from 
Nature;,  Love  could  never  have  been  all  this  Time 
idle. 

Y  o  ir  R  own  Relation,  Lucia^  faid  I,  affords  me  a 
proper  Excufe  ;  you  have  told  me  nothing  of  the  Ad- 
dreffes  which  your  Beauty  muft  have  every  where  at- 
tracted, and  therefore  the  Credit  I  afford  your  Silence 
ought  to  derive  the  like  to  mine.  To  fpeak  freely,  I 
believe  our  Coolnefs  hath  had  but  one  Caufe.  The  Im- 
preffion  your  Charms  made  on  my  Heart,  join'd  to  the 
ill-omen'd  Events  which  followM  it,  gave  me  I  know 
not  what  Prejudice  to  the  Ladies,  and  hindered  me  from 
reaping  thofe  Advantages  from  their  Converfation  in  my 
Travels  which  I  might  otherwife  have  done.  Believe 
me,  Madam,  I  look  upon  this  to  be  an  Injury  for  which 
you  are  accountable  to  me,  and  which  you  can  only  re- 
pair by  making  me  happy  in  your  felf.  All  Prejudices 
of  this  Sort  deprive  a  Man  of  the  higheft  Pleafure 
Converfe  with  the  World  affords :  There  is  a  certain 
dry  Gravity  attendant  on  the  Difcourfes  of  Men  of  Senfe, 
which  difgufts,  though  the  parting  with  it  would  intro- 
duce a  Levity  far  more  difguftful  •;  but  with  the  Ladies 
it  is  otherwife  3  they  animate  Converfation  with  an  in- 
nocent 
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noccnt  Livelinefs,  more  effedlually  prevalent  againll 
Spleen  than  all  the  Wifdom  in  the  World.  To  Men  a 
Man  fubmits  from  Cuftom  and  a  Principle  of  good 
Manners,  which  like  the  Homage  paid  to  a  Ufurper,  is 
accompanied  with  a  fecret  and  unextinguifhable  Regret  ; 
but  Regard  for  Women  is  the  Dictate  of  Nature,  and 
like  the  Duty  paid  to  a  natural  Prince,  ilTues  from  the 
Fullnefs  of  our  Hearts,  and  is  fcarce  received  v^dth  fo 
much  Pleafure  as  it  is  given. 

I  AM  obliged  to  you,  replied  Lucia,  for  thefe  Com- 
pliments ;  but  fince  you  have  mentioned  Italian  Love- 
Stories,  permit  me  to  give  you  a  fhort  Account  of  one, 
the  Particulars  of  which  fell  under  my  own  Cognizance  j 
and  the  Son  of  the  unhappy  Lady  whom  it  concerns 
was  your  Predeceflbr  in  thefe  Lodgings.  I  told  her  that 
I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  hear  any  thing  that  might  be 
depended  upon,  becaufe  the  Italian  Wits  having  a  fruit- 
ful Invention,  and  being  alfo  naturally  fond  of  furpriling 
incredible  Adventures,  I  had  not  hitherto  given  much 
Faith  to  many  of  the  Stories  I  had  heard. 

I  believe  you  are  not  much  in  the  Wrong,  continued 
Lucia  j  but  upon  what  I  aflert  in  Refpedl  to  my  Story 
you  may  depend  ;  as  to  the  lefs  important  Circumflan- 
ces,  you  may  judge  as  you  pleafe  -,  and  the  whole  will 
leave  you  fuch  a  Field  for  Conjedure,  that  your  Faith 
will  not  be  at  all  over-burthen'd  by  the  Load  my  Credit 
win  bind  upon  it. 

LUC  RET  I A  Dondo  was  a  Lady  whofe  Beauty, 
though  it  diftinguifhed  her  from  all  the  Women  in  Pa- 
dua^ was  very  far  inferior  to  her  Virtue,  and  to  the  ami- 
able Q^ialities  of  her  Mipd.  Her  Cheerfulnefs,  which 
w;is  the  Effcfts  of  her  Innocency,  made  her  always  a- 

greeablc 
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greeable  to  others ;  and  the  Tranquility  of  her  own  Lite 
was  fuch,  that  as  fhc  always  feemed,  fo  fhe  was  always 
perfe(5lly  eafy  and  well  pleafed. 

The  M?Lrqmsof  Orciand  fell  in  Love  with  her,  and 
marry'd  her  when  Ihe  was  very  young.  Her  Parents 
laid  no'  Reltraint  on  her  Choice,  though  they  had  re- 
commended one  Signior  Lorenzo^  who  was  alfo  deeply 
in  Love  with  her.  The  Lady,  in  Confequence  of  the  Li- 
berty left  her,  made  Choice  of  the  Marquis,  though 
before  and  after  her  Marriage,  fhe  always  fpoke  of  Signior 
Lorenzo,  in  Terms  of  very  high  Elleeni.  Eighteen 
Years  this  Couple  lived  together  with  all  the  outward 
Appearance  of  Content ;  feveral  Children  they  had,  the 
eldell  a  hopeful  Youth,  who  had  profecuted  his  Studies 
with  great  Applaufe,  and  who  to  the  Love  of  Books 
joined  alfo  a  fuitable  AfFedlion  for  all  fuch  Things  as  it 
became  a  Gentleman  to  know. 

As  for  Lucretia,  the  gentlenefs  of  her  Manners, 
her  fpotlefs  Character,  her  artlefs  inoifenfive  Conduct, 
made  her  the  Darling  and  Delight  of  all  Padua.  The 
Men  fpoke  of  her  in  Raptures,  the  Ladies  held  her  the 
Honour  of  their  Sex,  and  Sig?iior  Lorenzo  perfcvering 
in  his  romantick  Gallantry,  aiFedled  to  admire  her  now 
no  lefs  than  when  fhe  was  f«ngle.  It  happened  that 
the  Marquifs  of  Orclano  had  Occafion  to  make  a  Jour- 
ney to  this  City,  and  in  his  Abfence  the  poor  Lady  fell 
a  Vidlim,  whether  to  Lull  or  Jealoufy,  none  can 
tell. 

Th  e  Night  after  her  Husband's  Departure,  her  Son 
hearing  her  give  a  violent  Shriek,  jumped  out  of  Bed, 
and  ran  to  her  Chamber-Door,  which  opening  upon 
JiiiUj  fomebody  came  out,  pufhed  him  ever  tlie  Stairs, 

befmearing 
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Jbefmearing  his  Face  with  his  Mother's  Blood,  and  fo 
went  out.  The  Servants  alarmed,  and  bringing  Lights, 
the  Lady  was  found  half  out  of  Bed,  with  three  Stabs  on 
her  Left  Breaft,  two  of  which  were  held  to  be  mortal. 
She.  was  not  quite  dead,  but  fpeechlefs,  and  unable  to 
give  any  Account  who  v/as  the  Author  of  her  Death. 

SiGNioR  Lorenzo  being  proved  to  have  walked  fre- 
quently under  her  Windows,  was  apprehended,  and  put 
to  the  Torture  \  which  he  fuftained'with  incredible  Firm- 
nefs  of  Mind,  acknowledged  it  the  juft  Reward  of  his 
Folly,  but  declaring  that  he  knew  not  any  Thing  of 
Lucretia's  Murder,  though  he  might  be  the  innocent 
and  involuntary  Author  of  it.  This  ExpreiTion  occa- 
iioned  new  Sufpicions  3  Signior  Lorenze  was  difcharged, 
and  the  Marquis  of  Orciano  imprifoned  in  his  Stead.  He 
proved  himfelf  here  at  Venice  on  the  Night  of  the  Com- 
mifTion  of  the  Fad:,  and  was  thereupon  difcharged. 

A  while  after  fome  of  the  Servants  put  it  into  the  Son's 
Head,  that  Signior  Lorenzo  was  both  the  Murderer  of 
his  Mother,  and  the  Aflaflin  of  his  Father's  Reputation. 
The  Youth  unfortunately  mention'd  it  to  fome  of  his 
Fellow  Students,  who  far  from  moderating  the  illlm- 
preflions  he  had  received,  exhorted  him  as  a  Man  of 
Honour  to  take  Vengeance  of  the  Enemy  of  his  Fa- 
mily. 

The  poor  young  Gentleman,  thus  milled,  hired 
certain  Bravo^s  to  aflill  him  in  his  Enterprize,  which 
fucceeded  but  too  well ;  for  furprifing  Signior  Lorenzo  as 
he  came  from  Mafs,  they  (hot  him  in  the  Street ;  fome 
Gentlemen,  who  were  with  him,  purfued  and  kill'd 
two  of  the  Murderers,  but  the  young  Orciano  efcaped, 
and  for  fome  Time  lived  privately  here. 

He 
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H  E  feemed  to  be  a  very  well-inelined  young  Maii^ 
but  a  little  difturbed  in  his  Head  ;  however,  being  knov^^n, 
and  proclaimed  a  Banditto  at  Padua ^  he  was  forced  to 
fly,  and  is  now  at  Rome.  His  Father  leads  a  very  dif- 
confoiate  Life^  having  never  been  able  to  clear  himfelf 
from  the  Sufpicions  brought  upon  him  by  this  unfortu- 
nate Affair :  To  perpetuate,  however,  the  Memory  of 
fo  excellent  a  Perfon,  the  Government  of  Padua  have  in 
their  Hall  of  Jullice  ereded  a  Statue  of  the  amiable  Lu- 
cret'ia^  with  a  fuitable  Infcription. 

After  fome  Refleftions  on  this  melancholly  Story, 
I  obferved  to  Lucia^  that  I  was  certainly  a  little  unlucky 
in  my  Lodgings,  fince  the  Houfe  I  lived  in  at  Geneva 
belonged  to  the  Grandfon  of  a  Man  whofe  Adventure 
had  not  only  made  himfelf  remarkable,  but  was  at  every 
Turn  brought  up  on  the  Mention  of  any  of  his  Family. 
Liuia  deiired  to  be  acquainted  with  it ;  and  though  the 
Story  was  common,  I  gave  her  an  Account  of  it,  having 
formerly  fet  it  down  in  my  Diary  as  a  Proof  of  this  Ob- 
fervation.  That  Vice  is  ever  produdlive  of  Mifery ; 
and  that  fuch  hav_e  Reafon  to  be  well  pleafed  with  their 
Situation,  who  diftinguifh  the  Hand  of  God  in  their  Pu- 
nifliments  in  this  World.     The  Inftance  was  this. 

The  Hero  of  this  Hiftory  was  a  Native  of  Rimini,  a 

City  in  the  Papal  Territory,  and  a  very  accomplifhed 

Gentleman,   his  Name  was  Signior  Pandolfo.     He  had 

ferved  fome  Years  in  the  French  King's  Armies,   and 

with  Reputation.     He  refided  fome  time  afterwards  at 

Rome^  but  finding,  that  though  his  Mind  had  improved, 

his  Eftate  had  been  impaired  by  fo  many  Years  Abfence, 

he  retired  to  Rimini^  refolving  to  pafs  the  Remainder  of 

his  Years  in  his  native  Soil.     He  was  then  about  thirty 

Jl\\ 
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fix^  and  as  a«5live  and  fprightly  as  when  a  Lad.  It  fo  fell 
out  that  his  Houfe  joined  to  that  of  an  old  Gentleman 
v;ho  had  married  a  young  Wife,  the  Daughter  of  a 
Man  of  great  Quality,  though  but  mean  Fortune. 

SiGNioR  Pandolfo  had  not  been  long  at  home  e'er 
this  Lady  caO:  her  Eyes  upon  him.  She  was  a  Woman, 
addicled  to  Pleafure,  and  without  any  Regard  either  to 
the  Laws  o^  Honour  or  Religion.  She  made  therefore 
no  manner  of  Scruple  of  acquainting  Signior  Pandolfo 
with  her  Kindnefs  for  him ;  and  he,  much  too  fine  a  Gen- 
tleman to  feel  any  Reftraint  from  Confcience,  contrived 
a  Method  for  their  better  Acquaintance,  by  breaking  a 
Paflage  into  her  Maid's  Chamber,  whence  he  was  eafily 
condudted  to  her's. 

But  to  prevent  all  Poffibility  of  Surprize,  the  Lady 
caufed  feveral  Holes  to  be  bored  in  a  very  large  Cheft, 
where  fhe  kept  her  choicefl  Clothes  and  her  Jewels, 
which  was  all  the  Fortune  fhe  brought  her  Husband, 
that  upon  any  Emergency  Pandolfo  might  be  lock'd  up 
therein,  and  yet  not  fuffer  for  Want  of  Air. 

Things  went  on  in  this  Courfe  for  about  two  Years, 
when  the  Lady  fell  dangeroufly  ill.  Finding  her  End 
approach,  fhe  would  needs  take  Leave  of  Pandolfo ;  but 
in  the  Midft  of  this  Interview,  hearing  her  Hulhand 
coming,  he  was  forced  to  betake  himfelf  to  his  Cheft,  in 
which  he  had  not  lain  long  before  he  heard  the  Lady  ad- 
drefs  herfelf  in  thefe  Words.  My  tenderly  loving  and 
much  beloved  Lord^  I  find  Life  retiri?ig  ;  gratify  me  in 
one  Requefi  dyings  to  whom  living  you  denied  nothing. 
Speak,  faid  the  good  old  Man,  and  be  afliired,  that 
whatever  you  afk  fhall  be  granted.  Let  then,  faid  {he, 
that  Cheft  be  fit  upon  my  Coffin  ivithoiit  any  Body's  being 
fuffered  to  look  in  it.     It  Jhall  be  fo,  replied  the  Husband. 

Prefently 
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Vrefently,  fomeofher  Relations  came  to  viiit  her,  and 
in  a  couple  of  Hours  fhe  expired. 

A  s  her  Dillemper  was  a  kind  of  malignant  Fever,  it 
was  refolved  to  bury  her  about  Midnight  of  the  next 
Day,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  Cheft,  un- 
opened, placed  upon  her  CofEn  in  the  Vault  where  fhe 
was  interr'd.  Before  her  Amour  with  Signror  'Pandolfo^ 
fhe  had  fhewn  fome  Marks  of  Favour  to  her  Hufband's 
Page,  who  had  thereby  an  Opportunity  of  feeing  the 
Jewels  that  were  in  her  Cheft.  This  Man  conceiving 
that  fuch  Things  were  of  little  Ufe  to  the  Dead,  went  to 
the  Sexton,  and  having  promifed  him  and  his  Son  a 
Share  in  the  Booty,  prevailed  on  them  to  take  a  Share  in 
the  Enterprize  of  fearching  the  Cheil, 

SiGNiOR  Pandolfo^  in  the  mean  tim.e,  gave  himfelf 
up  for  dead,  and  befought  the  Almighty  to  pardon  him 
his  manifold  Sins,  and  to  fuffer  them  to  be  expiated  by 
this  cruel  Punifhment.  Such  were  his  Meditations  when 
he  heard  the  Door  of  the  Vault  open,  and  ibon  after 
found  them  tampering  about  the  Lock  of  the  Cheft. 
Conceiving  thereupon  a  fudden  Hope  of  Deliverance,  he 
pufhed  back  the  Spring  of  the  Lock,  and  throwing  up 
the  Lid  of  the  Cheft,  ftarted  up  all  at  once. 

The  Thieves,  fuppoling  it  was  the  Devil  come  to 
punifli  them  for  their  facrilegious  Attempt,  fled  without 
looking  behind  them.  Pandclfo  having  put  as  many  of 
the  Jewels  as  he  thought  fit  into  his  Pockets,  went  and 
hid  himfelf  in  a  private  Part  of  the  Church 'till  Morning, 
and  then  retired  to  his  own  Houfe  fecretly.  His  Son, 
for  he  afterwards  married,  being  a  Prieft  in  the  fortieth 
Year  of  his  Age,  retired  to  Geneva^  where  he  became  a 

.1  Proter 
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Pioteftant,  married  a  young  Woman,  and  left  a  nume- 
rous Family. 

The  Evening  began  now  to  wear  apace,  2.r\d  Lucia 
at  length  took  her  Leave,  with  a  Promife  of  giving  me 
another  Vifit  in  two  or  three  Days.  In  the  Intervals  be-  ■ 
tween  her  Vifits  I  diverted  myfelf  with  feeing  whatever 
was  curious  in  Fenice  j  the  Duh's  Palace,  the  Jrfenaly 
the  Church  of  St.  Marky  and  many  other  Places ;  which 
as  Books  infpired  me  with  a  Curiofity  of  examining,  fo 
they  left  me  little  of  Novelty  to  treafure  up  amongft  my 
own  obfervations.  Some  P.emarks,  however,  I  did 
make,  and  in  the  Number,  thefe. 

The  Ve7utian  Commerce,  which  is  now  little  fpoken 
of,  deferves  the  Attention  of  Foreigners  ^  and  the  Liberty 
©f  Venice^  which  is  excelTively  cry'd  up,  hath  indeed 
very  little  in  it,  or  to  fpeak  with  greater  Propriety,  is  it 
felf  nothing  at  all.  This  may  feem  very  ftrange,  but  it 
is  notwithftanding  very  true.  For,  in  the  firlt  place, 
the  Duke  himfelf  is  a  Slave  j  he  hath,  it  is  true,  a  fine 
Falace^  and  when  he  goes  abroad  doth  it  in  much  State, 
but  then  this  State  reflects  Honour  only  on  the  Republick  j 
and  as  to  the  Palace,  he  is  in  fad  a  Prifoner  in  it,  having 
Counfellors  continually  about  him  who  pry  into  all  his 
Actions,  and  from  whom  he  neither  can,  nor  dare  keep 

any  Thing. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Nobility  dare  not  converfe 
with  Foreigners,  elpecially  of  Diftinftion,  for  fear  of 
rendering  themfelves  obnoxious  to  the  State.  Many  of' 
thefe  Noblemen,  notwithflanding  they  boafl  fo  much  of 
their  Honours,  go  about  to  Stranger's  Lodgings,  and  beg 
of  them  privately  with  very  great  Humility ;  nay,  fome  of 

them 


C  1153 

them  will  do  this  who  live  in  good  Credit,  keep  hand- 
fome  Houfes,  Servants,  and  Gondolas. 

As  to  the  People,  they  are  the  farthefl  from  enjoying 
Liberty y  taking  that  Word  in  a  juft  and  proper  Senfe,  o^ 
any  in  the  World.  As  for  their  Coin,  it  rifes  and  falls 
two  or  three  Times  in  a  Month  s  many  of  the  poorer 
Noblemen  go  into  Shops  and  buy  what  they  think  fit, 
fend  it  home,  and  pay  for  it  at  the  Greek  Kalends,  that 
is,  never  ;  he  from  whom  they  take  it  neither  daring  to 
refufe  them  Credit,  nor  demand  his  Debt  when  he  has 
given  it  them. 

As  for  Strangers,  they  may  do  what  they  pleafe,  fo 
they  meddle  not  with  the  State,  the  fmallell  Offence 
againil  which  meets  with  the  quickeft  and  fevereft  Pu- 
nifhment.  It  is  indeed  a  very  glorious  City  in  all  Re- 
fpeds,  and  very  far  richer  than  in  the  northern  Parts  of 
Europe,  we  are  apt  to  think.  It  is  about  eight  Miles 
in  Extent,  contains  not  lefs  than  feventy  Churches,  lixty 
Religious  Houfes,  the  one  half  for  Men,  the  other  for 
Women,  between  four  and  five  hundred  Bridges,  and  at 
leafl  ten  thoufand  Go?idolas  or  Boats,  which  are  very 
convenient,  and  which  they  manage  with  great  Dexte- 
rity. 

I  N  the  few  Weeks  Stay  I  made  at  Venice,  I  had  ma- 
ny Interviews  with  Lucia  ^  all  at  my  own  Lodgings, 
whither  fhe  came  under  Colour  of  viiiting  a  Lady  who 
lived  there  likewife.  She  faid  fhe  had  Reafonfi  for  my 
not  viiiting  her  at  home  ;  and  indeed  what  fhe  alledged 
on  this  Head  v/as  very  reafonable,  viz.  That  we  could 
not  talk  freely  there,  and  that  it  would  have  rendered  it 
impoflible  for  her  to  have  vifited  fo  frequently,  and  fo 
long  as  fhe  did  at  the  Houfe  where  I  lodged.     The  IlTue 
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of  thefe  Interviews  was,  that  we  Ciould  return  together 
to  England^  and  that  after  being  privately  married,  fhe 
would,  by  her  Brother-in-Law's  Intereft,  procure  me  a 
pardon,  which  would  have  put  me  in  a  Condition  to 
have  dealt  with  my  perfidious  Coufm. 

Her  Fortune  in  Polfeflion  and  Reverfion  might  a- 
mount  to  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  hundred  Pounds ; 
and  if  this  Projed,  which  either  was,  or  Love  made  me 
believe  was  pradicable,  had  been  carried  into  Execu- 
tion, we  might  have  lived  comfortably  enough,  our 
Tempers  fuiting  at  leaft  as  well  as  moft  of  thofe  who 
make  Bargains  for  Life.  But  firft  of  all  it  was  neceflary 
that  I  fhould  return  to  Gejieva^  and  fettle  all  my  Affairs 
there ;  which,  however,  was  not  to  be  gone  about,  'till 
I  had  received  Mr.  Hales's  Anfwer. 

This  arrived  at  the  End  of  the  Space  I  mentioned, 
and  contained  in  Subftance,  that  my  Coufin  was  very 
much  furprized  at  his  Correfpondent's  Letter ;  and  tho* 
he  found  nothing  among  his  Father's  Papers  to  warrant 
moft  of  the  Fadts  ftated  therein,  yet,  for  the  Sake  of 
Peace,  and  to  fhew  his  honeft  Inclinations,  he  was  con- 
tent to  pay  me  a  thoufand  Chequins,  provided  I  would 
fign  an  Agreement  to  make  no  farther  Demands  in  three 
Years,  in  which  Space  all  his  Father's  Aifairs,  he  hoped, 
would  be  thoroughly  fettled. 

Mr.  Hales  advifed  me  to  accept  of  this  Propofal ;  and 
"indeed  I  thought  it  very  reafonable  my  felf ;  fo  I  figned 
the  neceifary  Papers,  and  received  the  Money. 

When  there  was  nothing  to  hinder  my  fetting  out 
for  Geneva^  I  made  the  neceifary  Preparations  for  it, 
and  the  Evening  preceeding  my  Departure,  had  a  long 
tender  Interview  with  Lucia y  to  whom  at  her  going 

away 
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away  I  prefented  a  Ring  fet  after  the  Turkijh  manner, 
that  is  enigmatically.  It  confifted  of  a  large  Saphire 
perforated,  a  Diamond  filling  up  the  Middle,  the  whole 
it.irrounded  with  Rubies,  which  according  to  the  Lan- 
guage of  oriental  Gallantry,  is  thus  explained. 

The  Rubies  which  firft  falute  the  Eye,  fignify  a 
llrong  and  ardent  Paffion  ;  the  Saphire  reprefents  Fi- 
delity; both  of  which  are  infmuated  to  be  everlafting 
in  their  Nature  by  the  Diamond  :  Alluding  to  a  Turkijh 
Verfe,  which  litterally  render'd,  runs  thus. 

My  faithful  Love  Jhall  ever  loft, 

Lucia  gave  me  a  fquare  Gold  Box,  in  the  Lid  of  which 
was  her  own  Picture.  Our  parting  ftruck  me  with  a 
deep  Melancholy,  but  fhe  either  was  not,  or  did  not 
feem  to  me  fo  much  affedled. 

I  LEFT  with  her  Dire6lions  hov/  to  write  to  me, 
and  fettled  likewife  a  Correfpondence  with  my  Land- 
lady. I  propofed  to  return  to  Venice  in  five  or  fix 
Weeks,  and  I  paid  for  the  Lodgings  before-hand  for 
that  Time.  Such  is  the  Confidence  of  Man,  who 
knows  not  where  he  fhall  live  or  lodge  on  the  Mor- 
row. It  would  be  Labour  lofl  for  me  to  go  about  to 
defcribe  the  heavinefs  of  Mind,  the  Dejedlion  of  Spirit, 
the  Irrefolution  of  Heart,  which  attended  this  Separa-' 
tion.  I  am  almoft  afhamed  when  I  recoiled,  that  the 
great  Source  of  all  this  was  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  a 
Dream. 

It  happened  the  Night  before  my  taking  Leave  of 
hucia^  and  in  few  Words  was  this :  I  thought  myfelf 
in  a  large  Meadow,  with  a  Bow  and  Arrow  in   my 
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Hand  j  at  a  confiderable  Diftance  I  faw  a  Pillar,  to 
which  a  white  Efcutcheon  was  affixed,  and  on  the  Top 
Ci  the  Pillar  ftood  a  large  Goblet  of  Gold;  I  fhotwith 
a  fingle  Arrow,  and  fixed  it  in  the  Efchuteon;  but 
when  I  went  to  take  down  the  Goblet  which  I  fup- 
pofed  I  had  won,  I  found  a  deep,  tho'  narrow  River 
in  my  Way,  too  rapid  to  think  of  fwimming  over, 
and  for  croffing  which,  I  could  not  fee  either  Bridge  or 
Ford  except  at  a  very  great  Diftance  down  the  Stream, 
fo  that  going  thither  and  coming  round  on  the  other 
Side,  feemed  an  endlefs  Undertaking, 

I  TOLD  this  to  Lucia, who  fmiled  at  it.  The  Impref- 
fions  faid  flie  of  our  waking  Thoughts,  amufe  us  in 
otir  Sleep.  I  too  have  dreamt,  and  my  Dream  corre- 
fponds  with  yours.  But  whatWonder  is  it  our  Thoughts 
correfpond  ?  Thofe  who  fuffer  them'lei  v^es  to  be  deluded 
by  the  Shadows  of  Things,  are  frequently  deprived  of 
the  Subflance,  and  then  impute  to  the  Malice  of  For- 
tune, what  in  Truth  proceeded  from  their  own  Folly. 
This  appeared  to  me  fo  fententious,  fo  drfFei'ent  from 
Liuia's  manner  of  fpeaking,  and  fo  appofite  to  the 
Subjed,  that  in  that  Inftant  I  defpifed  my  own  Weak- 
nefs,  and  fo  far  banifned  all  Thoughts  of  my  Dream, 
that  I  i*.ever  asked  Lticia  how  it  refembled  hers.  But 
afterwards  it  recurr'd  witft  its  firft  Force  to  my  Remem^ 
biance,  and  like  the  Vilion  of  Brutus,  rid  my  Imagi- 
nation fo  Urongly,  that  I  could  never  throw  it  of,  by 
Reafon,  Philofophy,  or  Religion.  But  enough  of  thefe 
vain  Things. 

There  was  nothing  of  any  Moment  happened  in 
rny  Return  to  Geneva,  where  Johnfon  had  managed 
every  Thing  with  great  Prudence  and  Circumfpedtion, 
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I  gave  him  an  Account  of  ail  tliat  had  pafled  at  Ve?iue^ 
afid  of  my  Intention  to  return  to  England^  with 
which  he  was  mighty  well  pleafed  j  and  on  my  enqui- 
ring how  long  he  thought  it  might  be  before  our  Affairs 
would  be  fo  well  fettled,  as  to  admJt  of  my  Return  to 
Venice^  he  demonllrated  to  me,  that  it  could  not  take 
up  lefs  than  iix  Weeks  or  two  Months  j  for  as  all  the 
feveral  Threads  which  my  former  Occafions  had  ob- 
liged me  to  fpin,  were  now  to  be  wound  upon  one  Bot- 
tom, the  Operation  would  not  admit  of  a  Lover's 
Hafte,  without  breaking  moft,  if  not  all  of  them. 

Patience  therefore  was  abfolutely  necellary,  and 
I  began  to  frame  to  myfelf  many  Schemes  of  Amufe- 
ment,  till  my  Bulinefs  could  be  brought  into  fuch  Or- 
der, as  fuited  the  Proje6l  upon  which  I  was  Intent.     At 
Mr.  Roland's  particularly,  I  fpent  a  great  Part  of  my 
Time,  and  laid  out  a  conliderable  Sum  of  Money  in 
compleating  a  Cabinet  of  Curiolities  by  his  Diredlions. 
I  flattered  myfelf  that  thefe  would  not  turn  to  my  Lofs 
on  my  coming  back  to  England^  and  in  the  Profecution 
of  my  Defign,  I  happened  to   purchafe  a  fine   Onyx 
from  Signior  Pucci  an  Italian.     Tho'  thefe  People  are 
not  very  communicative,  yet  in  feveral  Vifits  he  made 
me,  I  did  him  fo  many  Courtelies,  efpecially  in  prefent- 
ing  him  with  a  Book  of  Drawings,  which  had  fallen 
into  my  Hands  by  Chance,  that  by  Degrees  I  became 
much  in  his  Favour,  and  he  feemed  difpofed  to  deny 
me  nothing  in  his  Power. 

Mr,  Roland  had  told  me,  that  this  Man,  who  was 
very  rich,  was  reputed  to  have  a  Secret  for  clearing  all 
forts  of  precious  Stones  of  Clouds  and  Milkineiles. 
Amongft  other  Jewels  I  had  a  very  large  white  Saphyi-, 
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which  I  bought  at  Venice  for  twenty  Ducats,  tho'  had  it 
been  perfevSlIy  clear,  it  would  have  been  worth  ten 
Times  that  Money.  This  Stone  I  one  Day  fhew'd  to 
Signior  Pucci^  and  told  him  frankly  that  I  had  heard  he 
could  make  it  perfedly  bright. 

At  firft  he  was  a  little  confufed,  but  when  he  had 
recollecled  himfelf,  he  told  me  he  was  pleafed  with  my 
frank  manner  of  fpeaking,  and  that  fince  \  had  obliged 
him,  it  was  but  reafonable  he  fhould  oblige  me.  Ac- 
cordingly he  took  the  Stone,  and  in  a  Fortnight  returned 
it  perfedt.  When  he  gave  it  me,  he  addreiled  himfelf  to 
me  in  thefe  Words :  You  mull  certainly  be  very 
much  furprized  at  what  you  fee,  it  "will  doubtlefs  con- 
vince you  of  an  Error  you  may  have  been  in  ;  I  mean 
believing  fuch  an  Operation  as  this  impoffible  ;  but  have 
a  Care  of  falling  into  another  Miftake,  viz.  an  Opi- 
nion that  this  may  be  done  by  all  forts  of  Stones,  which 
fo  far  as  my  Notion  reaches,  is  impradticable.  M7 
Secret  came  to  me  by  Chance,  the  Skill  of  ufing  it  by 
deep  Obf  rvation  and  long  Experience.  I  know,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  what  I  can  perform,  and  where  it 
would  countervail  the  Expence;  this  hath  turned  to 
my  Advantages  my  Secret  in  the  Hands  of  a  rafh  and 
avaricious  Man,  inflead  of  enriching,  would  deftroy 
his  Subfcance ;  and  he  would  then  charge  that  upon  the 
Operation,  which  he  ought  to  have  charged  on  his  own 
want  of  Judgment.  If  you  have  any  Stones  by  you  in 
which  I  can  do  you  the  fame  Kindnefs,  I  fhall  very 
freely  fcrve  you. 

About  a  Fortnight  after  my  Return  to  G^^/^^z^^,  I 
v/as  much  fi-irprized  on  my  coming  from  Church,  to 
find.  ,Mr.  Fetherflone  in  my  Lodgings,  from  whom  I  had 
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not  heard  for  fome  Time.  We  embraced  each  other, 
and  when  he  had  refrefhed  himfelf  with  Chocolate,  he 
gave  me  the  Detail  of  his  Misfortunes. 

He  faid  his  Affairs  went  on  perfedly  well,  and  that 
he  was  worth  a  conliderable  Sum  of  Money  when  his 
Ruin  broke  upon  him  like  a  Cloud  big  with  Lightning, 
which  blafted  all  his  Hopes.  He  told  me  that  in  the 
Year  1657,  he  had  fome  Acquaintance  w^ith  a  Perfon 
who  had  lived  in  Holland^  and  had  a  Penlion  from 
John  de  Wit^  who  was  known  by  the  Name  of  M.  St. 
Marcelk.  This  Perfon  did  him  fome  very  conliderable 
Services,  and  would  accept  oi  no  fort  of  Gratifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fetherftone  in  the  Courfe  of  ten  Years  had  al- 
moft  forgot  him,  when  a  Perfon  came  to  him  one  Day 
on  the  Exchange  at  Rouen,  and  prefented  him  a  Letter 
ligned  St.  Marcelle,  The  Purport  of  the  Letter  was, 
that  the  Bearer  would  deliver  him  a  Pacquet,  addreiled 
to  a  Perfon  of  Diftindlion  at  Paris^  which  he  defired 
might  be  fent  by  a  fpecial  Meflenger,  and  that  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  give  the  Perfon  who  brought  thefe 
Letters,  what  he  thought  a  reafonable  Compenfation  for 
bringing  them  from  Diepe, 

Mr.  Fetherjlone  having  received  the  Pacquet,  gave 
the  Perfon  five  Piltoles,  and  fent  the  Letters  by  his 
Servant  to  Fans.  About  fix  Months  after,  it  was  dif- 
covered  that  this  St.  Marcelle  either  was  engaged,  or 
pretended  to  be  engaged  in  a  Defign  againft  the  French 
King's  Life.  Upon  this,  the  Perfon  to  whom  his  Let- 
ter was  addrefled,  was  condudled  to  the  Bajiile,  and  a 
Perfon  fent  to  apprehend  Mr.  Fetherjlone  at  Rouen^  who 
HiiiTed  him  but  accidentally,  and  who  conceiving  that 

he 
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he  was  fled,  made  a  precipitate  Bifcovery  of  his  Errand, 
of  which  when  Mr.  FetherJione\\2^(i  Advice,  he  thought 
it  very  expedient  to  fly  in  earnelt. 

Notwithstanding  the  Confufion  this  Step 
brought  on  his  Affairs,  he  found  Means  to  prevent  any 
Body's  being  a  Lofer  by  this  Mifchance  but  himfelf, 
Whofe  whole  Fortune  by  this  Means  was  reduced  to  the 
narrow  Compafs  of  a  Hundred  Piltoles,  or  thereabouts. 
A  melancholy  Revolution  this,  and  one  that  would 
certainly,  have  overturned  the  Underllanding  of  a  Man 
of  leis  Firmnefs ;  but  for  Mr.  Fetherftcne^  he  fupported 
himfelf  under  it  with  a  Roman  Conllancy,  and  com- 
forted himfelf,  hy  repeating  often  this  Saying,  That  the 
Chara5ler  of  an  honefi  Man  was  an  EJlate  which  For- 
tune  could  not  take  away^ 

This  Gentleman  had  not  been  long  at  Geneva  before 
he  difcovered  an  old  Acquaintance  of  his,  whofe  Name 
was  AhnzQ  Perez,  He  had  been  a  Merchant  at  Seville^ 
and  Mr.  Fetherjhne  had  frequently  Bills  drawn  upon , 
him.  By  Degrees  they  entered  into  a  clofer  Acquain- 
tance, and  Ferez  entrufted  Mr.  FetherJio?ie  with  the 
Care  of  fome  Jewels  of  very  great  Value,  which  he 
fent  over  into  England.  His  Appearance  at  Geneva 
was  very  indifferent,  which  mightily  furprized  my 
Friend,  who  had  known  him  a  very  considerable  Man 
in  the  richeft  City  of  Spain. 

PEREZ  quickly  explained  to  him  the  Caufe  of 
his  leaving  his  Country)  and  the  Means  by  which  his 
Fortune  had  been  reduced,  both  the  Mifchiefs  flowing 
from  the  fame  Source,  which  was  this.  The  Uncle  of 
Perezy  who  had  given  i8oco  Crowns  for  the  Title  of 
Mayjuljl  to  the  King  of  Spain^  and  who  had  been  for 

many 
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many  Years  Farmer  of  part  of  his  Catholic  MajefVy's 
Revenues,  was  fuddenly  apprehended  by  the  Holy  Office, 
on  a  Sufpicion,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  of  Judaifm^  which 
fo  terrified  his  Nephew,  that  tho'  he  had  acquired  a 
great  Eftate,  and  was  on  the  Point  of  being  married  to 
a  rich  Heirefs ;  yet  he  chofe  to  leave  all  behind  him, 
and  by  the  Favour  of  an  EngUJh  VeiTel  efcaped  to 
Genoa, 

There  he  received  a  Bill  of  a  thoufand  Piftoles ; 
but  the  Day  after,  having  Notice  that  the  Spanijh  Go- 
vernment would  leave  no  Means  uneflayM,  in  order  to 
bring  him  back;  finding  alfo  great  and  vilibly  affefled 
Delays  in  fuch  as  ought  to  have  delivered  him  the  reft 
of  his  EfFeds  in  that  City,  he  thought  himfelf  no  lon- 
ger fafe  there  ;  and  therefore  withdrew  as  cxpeditioufiy  as 
he  could  to  Gejieva^  where  he  lived  in  very  great  Priva-, 
cy,  and  was  not  a  little  pleafed  to  find  there  fo  feith- 
ful  a  Friend  as  Mr.  Fetherftone, 

To  him  he  communicated  all  his  AiFairs,  and  par- 
ticularly informed  him,  that  his  Diamonds  having  been 
fold  in  England  to  a  Perfon  in  great  Authority  during 
the  Interregnum,  his  Correfpondent  had  informed  him, 
that  he  was  very  apprehenfive  the  Money  would  be  loft. 
Mr.  Fetherjlone  advifed  him  not  to  defpair,  and  promifed 
him  that  he  would  make  Ufe  of  the  few  Friends  he  had 
to  ferve  him  in  this  ticklifh  Bufinefs. 

It  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Fetherjlone  introduced  his 
old  Friend  to  me  \  and-  as  Pere%  was  a  Man  of  mighty 
good  Senfe,  much  Learning,  and  great  Experience,. 
tho'  not  above  forty  Years  old,  I  was  extremely  taken 
with  him ;  the  rather  becaufe  he  had  a  ftrong  Tindure 
of  amorous  Madnefs,  and  talked  as  much  of  his  Mi- 
^^^  at  ^evilk^  as  I  thought  of  mine  at  Venice, 
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One  Thing  in  his  Conduct  feem'd  to  me  inexpli- 
cable, he  had  always  liv'd  in  Spain  like  a  good  Catholic^ 
he  had  fled  from  thence  on  an  Apprehsnfion  that  he  was 
fufpetfled  of  Judaifm,  here  at  Geneva^  he  was  aiegular 
Calvlnifi^  and  behaved  fo  well,  that  no  Body  doubted 
of  hrs  Religion.  My  Curiofity  on  this  Head  got  the 
better  of  my  good  Manners,  and  I  could  not  help  inti- 
mating to  him  one  Day,  that  I  wondered  he  was  not 
tired  with  the  length  and  Vehemence  of  a  certain  Do- 
minican's Sermons,  who  having  quitted  his  Order,  and 
abjured  the  Errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome^  declaimed 
againfl  them  with  a  never  ceafing  Vivacity.    . 

PEREX  could  not  avoid  fmiling  at  my  Quellion, 
for  he  immediately  penetrated  the  Drift  of  it.  My 
Friend,  'faid  he,  you  have  a  Mind  to  know  my  Reli- 
gion, come  we  are  not  in  Spain  !  I  will  therefore  tell 
you  my  Sentiments  freely,  I  have  a  Religion  of  my 
ov/n,  the  firft  Article  of  which  is,  that  I  confide  in 
God's  Mercy. 

I  AM  a  ChriJUan,  but  as  I  am  defcended  of  the 
Houfe  of  Ifrael^  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  obferve  the 
Mofaic  Rites^  which  I  believe  to  have  a  perpetual  Obli- 
gation, becaufe  I  think  them  perpetually  rational.  As 
to  Popery  or  Protellanifm,  tho*  I  have  comply'd  with 
both,  I  acknowledge  neither,  for  I  ani  truly  a  Catholic, 
holding  thofe  Principles  fundamental  in  Religion  where- 
in all  Chriilians  are  agreed  3  and  fuppofing  that  I  may 
follow  the  Mofaic  Rites  without  Danger  of  Salvation, 
becaufe  they  were  obferved  by  the  Meffiah  and  his  Jpo* 
Jlks,  from  the  fame  Motive  as  I  apprehend  which  in- 
clines me  to  them,  viz.  My  Defcent  from  Jacob,  and 
my  Conviction  of  Mind,  that  they  are  perfedJy  rea- 
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fonable.  Thefe  Sir,  are  the  Articles  of  my  Faith, 
from  which  I  believe  I  fhall  never  depart,  and  for  which 
the  Inquilition  without  doubt  w^ould  have  put  me  to 
Death  without  Mercy. 

I  look'd  upon  myfelf  to  be  very  much  oblig'd  to 
the  Gentleman  for  this  ACz  of  Confidence  ;  for  tho'  as 
he  obferved,  there  was  no  Inquilition  at  Geneva^  yet  it 
is  very  certain,  the  Magiftrates  would  have  look'd  upon 
a  Man  who  held  fuch  Opinions  as  thefe  in  a  very  bad 
Light,  as  is  apparent  from  their  punifhing  Servetiis 
with  Death,  for  hammering  out  a  Syitem  not  very  wide 
of -this  of  P^r^s;. 

I  DID  not  fail  to  give  my  Friend  the  ftrongefl  Aflu- 
rances,  that  nothing  he  faid  to  me  (hould  ever  prejudice 
him  here  or  any  where  elfe ;  upon  which  he  opened 
himfelf  very  freely  on  many  Subjedls;  efpecially  the 
number  of  Jew^  in  Spain^  which  he  affirmed  to  be 
very  great ;  adding,  that  the  Superflition  of  the  People, 
and  the  Immorality  of  the  Priefts,  were  the  grand  Ob- 
ftacles  to  their  Convsrfion  ;  the  Pradice  of  the  for- 
mer placing  the  Exteriors  of  Chriflianity  in  a  very  bad 
Light,  and  the  latter  inducing  a  Sufpicion  that  thofe 
who  were  moll  zealous  for  its  Propagation,  were  leaft 
inclined  to  the  Belief  of  its  Do(5lrines,  Jince  their  LivQS 
and  their  LelTons  were  ^o  diametrically  oppolite. 

While  I" was  amufing  myfelf  with  my  Friends  at 
Geneva,  till  fuch  Time  as  I  could  bring  together  all  my 
EfFeds,  which  by  engaging  in  fcveral  little  Branches  of 
Traffick,  were  pretty  much  fcatter'd,  I  wrote,  and  re- 
ceived conllantly  Letters  from  Verdce,  till  fuch  Time  as 
I  informed  Lucia  that  my  Affairs  would  be  wholly  ad- 
jufted  in  a  Fortnight;  and  therefore  intreated  her  by  the 
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next  Conveyance,  to  fend  me  whatever  Commands 
fhe  would  have  executed  before  my  Return  to  that 
City.  But  as  it  often  happens,  having  fufFered  Hope 
to  call  up  this  Account,  there  was  a  very  confiderable 
Error  in  the  Calculation  -,  for  after  three  Weeks  Difap- 
pointment  of  Money  from  Lyons  on  the  one  Hand, 
and  of  Letters  from  Venice  on  the  other,  I  found  my- 
felf  ftill  at  a  Lofs,  as  to  fixing  the  Day  of  my  Depar- 
ture. 

In  this  Situation  I  was,  "v^hen  a  Letter  from  my 
Landlord  at  Venice  Thunder  ftruck  me  at  once.  It  ran 
in  a  Stile  of  high  Refentment  for  my  having  carried  on, 
as  he  expreiled  it,  a  very  fufpicious  Correfpondence 
at  his  Houfe  with  a  married  Woman ;  that  a  Week  be- 
fore Mrs.  — — 's  Brother  and  Husband  had  arrived, 

with  whom  fhe  was  failed  for  England.  The  Evening 
before  her  Departure,  fhe  fent,  as  he  acquainted  me,  a 
Letter  for  me,  enclofed  in  one  for  his  Wife,  v/hich  (he 
entreated  might  be  carefully  tranfmitted  me  -,  becaufe 
fhe  was  afraid  it  would  be  a  long  Time  before  an  Op- 
portunity would  offer  of  writing  to  me  again ;  but  as 
he  thought  it  a  great  Indignity  put  on  his  Wife,  he  had 
commanded  her  to  burn  it  in  his  Prefence,  which  fhe 
had  accordingly  done  ;  he  concluded  with  defiring  me 
to  trouble  him  with  no  more  Letters,  and  if  I  came 
again  to  Venice,  not  to  find  the  Way  to  his  Houfe. 

The  oddnefs  of  the  A4atter,  and  the  Rudenefs  of  its 
Form,  made  this  Letter  appear  to  me  in  the  Light  of  a 
Sentence  of  Deltrudion;  it  took  from  me  all  Hopes 
at  prefent,  and  not  only  fo,  but  in  fome  fort  deprived 
me  of  all  Expedancy  of  Hope,  a  Circumftance  which 
funk  me  below  even  a   Slave  at  Algiers,    I  determined 
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hov/ever  to  conceal  this  Misfortune  as  carefully  as  if  it 
had  been  a  Crime,  and  notwithllanding  the  Treatment 
I  had  received,  to  write  in  Terms  the  moft  prefling, 
and  the  moft  moving,  it  was  in  my  Power  to  invent, 
to  Mr.  Bufhell^  with  a  View  to  the  procuring  a  thorough 
Infight  into  this  dark  Affair.  Accordingly  that  very 
Evening  I  wrote  near  a  Sheet  of  Paper  in  the  firft  ilow 
of  my  Difrra6lion,  and  in  a  Tendernefs  of  Stile  and 
Thought,  which  I  never  remember  but  with  Regret. 

'Till  I  could  receive  an  Anfwer,  I  determined  to 
exert  the  utmoft  Force  of  my  Phiiofophy,  in  preferving 
fuch  an  Evennefs  of  Temper,  as  might  not  only  keep 
my  Secret  from  being  known,  but  from  being  fufpefted, 
even  by  Johnfon^  who  knew  my  Difpoiition,  and  the 
Situation  of  my  Affairs  fo  very  well. 

The  better  to  fucceed  in  this  Scheme,  I  fent  to  in- 
vite my  Friend  Ferez  to  come  and  pafs  a  Day  with 
me,  which  he  very  readily  did,  having  already  formed 
in  his  Mind  that  Projed  to  which  he  afterwards  pro- 
cured my  Confent.  He  came  in  the  Morning,  and  till 
Dinner  we  diverted  ourfelves  with  looking  over  fome 
Medals  and  other  Curiolities,  which  I  was  packing  up 
in  Cafesj  and  after  Dinner  was  over,  w^e  fell  upon  the 
Affairs  of  Spain^  when  Mr.  Fetherjione  who  dined  with 
us,  took  this  Occalion  to  ask  Mr.  Ferez  fome  Que- 
Itions,  as  to  the  Condu6l  of  the  Inquilition.  This  in- 
fenfibly  turned  the  Converfation  altogether  upon  that 
Head ;  and  what  our  Friend,  who  was  born  a  Spaniard 
faid  thereon,  made  on  me  fo  great  an  Impreffion,  that 
after  my  Company  were  gone,  I  amufed  myfelf  till 
late  in  the  Night,  with  fetting  down  the  Subftance  oi 
what  I  learned ;  to  which  I  v/as  the  rather  inclined,  be- 
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caufe  there  was  fcarce  any  Subjedl  of  which  in  the 
Courfe  of  my  Life  I  had  heard  more,  or  underftood  lefs  : 
The  Proteilants  generally  fpeaking,  declaiming  in  the 
mod  violent  Terms  againil  the  Injuftice  and  Barba- 
rity of  the  Inquifition  ;  while  on  the  other  Hand,  mod 
Catholicks  decline  fpeaking  on  that  Head,  or  elfe  en- 
deavour to  apologize  for  the  Holy  Office^  by  denying 
molt  of  the  Fa6ts  alledged  againil  it,  and  by  dreffing  in 
the  bed  Colours  poflible,  the  grand  Argument  in  its 
Favour.  The  preferving  the  Purity  of  the  Faith^  and 
preventing  the  Peace  of  Society  from  being  dijlurbed  by 
religious  Jars. 

The  Inquifition  was  eilablifhed  in  moll  of  the  Pro- 
vinces of  Spain  ^  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  fifteenth 
Century,  by  the  Power  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifnbella^ 
who  were  direded  in  the  Affair  by  Cardinal  Torquema- 
da^  a  Man  of  enthufiallic  Refolution,  and  who  had 
fuch  an  Afcendancy  over  the  Spirit  of  the  Queen,  that 
he  engaged  her  to  carry  his  Projedls  into  Execution, 
maugre  all  Oppolition. 

PHILIP  IL  who  had  a  ftrong  Prejudice  to  his 
Father's  Memory,  fuffered  the  Inquifition  to  proceed 
not  only  againil  the  Archbilliop  of  Toledo^  and  two  of 
the  deceafed  Emperor's  Chaplains,  but  alfo  to  form  a 
Procefs  againil  the  late  Charles  V.  as  a  Favourer  of 
Hereticks,  and  who  had  been  fufpedled  of  Herefy  him- 
felf.  His  Son'  Don  Carlos^  his  natural  Brother  Don 
John^  the  Prince  of  Parma^  and  fome  other  Perfons  of 
great  Quality,  took  Fire  at  this,  and  exprefled  their  Re- 
fentments  a  little  too  openly.  The  Confequence  was, 
that  the  King  by  feir  Means  and  much  Interceflion, 
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procured  the  Prccefs  on  the  Emperor's  Will  to  be  llaid, 
though  he  fuffered  one  of  his  Chaplains  to  be  burnt  alive, 
together  with  the  Bones  of  the  other,  the  Archbifcop  of 
Toledo  faving  himfelf  by  an  Appeal  to  Rome, 

A  s  for  the  Princes,  they  were  for  the  prefent  obliged 
to  retire  from  Court,  and  the  Inquifition  purfued  them 
with  unrelenting  Hatred  to  the  laft  Hour  of  their  Lives. 
Sandifying  the  Death  of  Don  Carlos  by  their  Decree, 
and  acSting  on  all  other  Occafions  with  fuch  Fiercenefs, 
that  King  Philips  with  all  his  Policy  and  Refolution,  had 
much  ado  to  reflrain  them  within  any  Bounds. 

From  the  Time  of  his  Death,  having  had  lefs  able 
Princes  to  deal  with,  they  have  pufh'd  their  Authority 
ftill  farther,  and  have  prefumed  not  only  to  cenfure, 
but  to  punifli  Kings  of  Spain ^  while  on  the  Throne. 
As  for  In  fiance,  Philip  III.  who  having  been  fo  far  mo- 
ved by  the  Cries  of  the  Condemned,  at  an  Auto  de  Fe, 
as  to  fay.  Hew  hard  for  Men  to  die  for  their  Beliefs  a 
Thing  which  they  cannot  help  !  The  Inquifitor  General 
being  informed  of  it,  fent  to  acquaint  him,  that  the  Holy 
Office  expelled  Satisfaction ;  nor  w^ould  he  defift  till  the 
King  confcnted  to  havefome  Ounces  of  his  Blood  drawn 
from  his  Arm,  which  the  Executioner  of  the  Holy  Office 
threw  into  the  Fire  before  the  Inquifitor- General,  and 
his  Officers. 

In  Portugal  they  formed  a  Prccefs  againft  the  Infant 
Don  Juan  j  but  their  Behaviour  towards  the  Duke  of 
Braganza^  after  he  afllimed  the  Regal  Dignity,  w^as  ftill 
more  extraordinary.  He  was  call'd  John  the  IVth  j  and 
as  he  owed  his  Crown  to  the  People,  fo  there  never  lived 
a  Prince  who  was  more  truly  the  Father  of  his  People. 
On  this  Account  he  was  no  great  Friend  to  the  Inqui- 
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fition.  The  Pra6lice  of  the  Holy  Office  in  feizing  at 
once  the  Perfon,  and  the  EfFe6ts  of  thofe  whom  thej^ 
fufpe^fled,  feem'd  to  him  not  only  unjuft  and  unreafon- 
able,  but  even  highly  prejudicial  to  the  State.  He  there- 
fore publifhed  an  Edidl:,  whereby  he  politively  forbid  all 
fuch  Confifcations  for  the  future. 

•  Th£  Holy  Office  therefore  applyM  themfelves  to  the 
Fope^  who  thought  fit  to  redrefs  what  they  cal-l'd  a  Grie- 
vance, though  he  refufed,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
prelTmg  Inftances  of  his  moft  Chriftian,  as  well  as  his  P<?r- 
tuguefe  Majefty,  to  furnifh  Portugal,  or  any  of  its  Do- 
minions, with  Bifliops,  though  for  Want  of  them  the 
People  were  in  Danger  of  becoming  Heathens.  ,  The 
Belief  he  gave  the  Inqiiifitors  was  this  :  He  by*  a  Brief 
diredted  the  former  Method  of  Confifcation  to  takePlace^ 
declaring,  that  whoever  oppos'd  it,  fhould  ftand  excom- 
municated ipfofa^o. 

The  Inquifitors,  asfoonas  they  had  this  Brief,  went 
diredlly  with  it  to  the  King,  whom  they  met  on  his  Re- 
turn from  Chapel.  When  he  had  read  the  ^r/i?/',  he 
demanded  of  them  to  whofe  Ufe  they  pretended  to  con- 
vert the  Goods  of  their  Prifoners ;  they  anfwered,  to 
his  Majefty's  Ufe.  Very  well,  faid  the  King ;  then  let 
the  Brief  hQ  pundlually  obeyed ;  diredl  your  Officers, 
when  they  feize,  to  make  always  exadl  Inventories  of 
thofe  which  you  fay  are  to  be  my  Goods,  and  let  them 
deliver  them  together  with- the  Goods  themfelves,  to  my 
Affgnees,.  whom  I  declare  to  be  the  next  of  Kin,  to  the 
Prifoners ;  and  my  Pleafure  is,  that  they  enjoy  them  as 
a  Gift  from  the  Crown.  While  the  King  lived,  they 
durll  mot  difputc  his  Orders  \  but  as  foon  as  he  expired, 
tlie  Inquifitor-s  told  the  Queen,  and  the  Infants  Alphonfa 
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;ahd  Peter,  that  his  Majefty  had  incurr'd  the  Guilt  of 
Excommunication,  and  could  not  be  buried  till  they 
thought  fit  to  abfolve  the  Dead  Body,  which  they  did  in 
the  Prefence  of  the  Queen  and  Royal  Family,  with 
much  Solemnity. 

The  Means  by  which  the  Holy  Office  maintain  fo  ab- 
folute  a  Dominion  in  Spara  and  Portugal,  are  thefe. 
Firft,  their  being  fupported  on  all  Occalions  by  the  Pa- 
pal Authority,  which  on  the  other  Hand  is  exceedingly 
fortify'd  by  the  Authority  of  the  Inquilition.  Secondly, 
by  the  Holy  Office  retaining  fuch  a  Number  of  Informers 
under  the  Title  of  Familiars,  who  are  Men  of  .all  Profef- 
iions,  and  many  of  them  of  the  highell  Rank*  Thirdly, 
the  Afcendency  they  maintain  over  the  Minds  of  the 
common  People,  who  from  their  Cradles  are  imbued  with 
fuch'  a  Reverence,  and  fuch  an  enthufiaftick  Paffion  for 
the  Service  of  this  awful  Tribunal,  that  it  gets  the  better 
of  all  Sentiments  of  Religion  and  Honour j  nay,  even  of 
that  Tendernefs  which  feems  natural  to  the  human 
Species. 

As  all  the  Tribunals  of  the  Inquifition  correfpond  with, 
and  are  fubje^l  to  the  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Office  at 
Rome,  it  follovv^s  that  the  Roman  See  naturally  protects 
thefe  zealous  and  devoted  Promoters  of  her  Intereft.  To 
fay  the  Truth,  this  is  one  of  the  fundamental  Maxims 
of  the  Roman  Policy  ;  and  without  it,  it  is  impoffible  to 
form  any  Idea  how  not  only  the  Catholick  Religion, 
but  fuch  a  blind  Devotion*  for  the  Papal  Decrees  as  reigns 
at  prefent  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  could  have  been  kept 
up,  efpecially  if  we  obferve  the  Temper  and  Difpolition 
€)f  thefe  People,  who  are  as  knowing,  as  thinking,  and  at 
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the  fame  time  at  leaft  as  proud  as  any  of  their  Neigh- 
bours. 

That  this  is  not  Conjedure,  but  a  Judgment  efta- 
blifhed  on  Fa6ls,  will  appear  from  comparing  the  Credit 
of  the  Pope  with  the  Power  of  the  Inquifition ;  for 
wherever  we  find  the  latter  great,  we  flaall  find  the  for- 
mer indifputed,  whereas  in  Countries  where  there  is  no 
Inquifition,  or  where  its  Power  is  very  much  cireum- 
fcribed,  the  papal  Authority  is  alfo  kept  within  pretty 
ilrait  Bounds,  even  though  the  Prince  and  People  are 
zealous  Roman  Catholicks. 

I  T  cannot  but  feem  ftrange,  that  Men  in  good  Cir- 
cumftances,  and  of  good  Families,  nay,  even  Men  of 
Quality,  fhould  enlift  themfelves  as  Informers ;  but  they 
have  their  Reafons,  and  fuch  as  in  thofe  Countries  ap- 
pear far  from  contemptible.  For  firft,  they  Hand  them- 
felves exempt  from  all  Fear  of  Informations  ;  they  enjoy 
an  extraordinary  Liberty,  and  have  alfo  a  large  Meafure 
of  Authority  through  their  Intereft  with  the.Inquifitors. 
Again,  they  are  privileged  Perfons,  and  cannot  be  pro- 
ceeded againft  in  any  other  Court  than  that  of  the  In- 
quifition, let  them  do  what  they  will,  Murder  not  ex- 
cepted. And  though  for  very  atrocious  Crimes  the  In- 
quifitors  will  vouchfafe  to  commit  them  to  Prifon,  and 
even  to  fentence  them  to  perpetual  Imprifonment,  yet 
that  does  not  hinder  their  being  found  at  five  hundred 
Miles  DiHance  from  their  Prifon-Gatesj  the  Holy  Office 
claiming  a  Power  of  being  as  extravagantly  indulgent  to 
its  own  Creatures,  as  it  is  fuperabundantly  fevere  towards 
fuch  as  fall  under  its  Difpleafure.  Laftly,  the  Familiars 
of  the  Inquifition  are  extremely  well  rewarded  for  their 
Services  out  of  the  Effedls  of  Heretics  3  for  though  it  is 
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pretended  that  thefe  are  confifcated  for  other  Purpofes, 
yet  it  is  certain  that  the  Office  divides  the  greateft  Part  of 
them  amongll  its  Attendants. 

As  to  the  Afcendency  which  the  Inquilition  main- 
tains over  the  Minds  of  the  People,  it  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  moft  ftrange  and  unintelligible  Things  in  the 
World  3  it  is  as  if  a  Flock  of  Sheep  fliouid  be  fuborned 
to  aflift  three  or  four  Wolves  in  deftroying  their  Fellows ; 
it  is  as  if  Aden  could  be  wrought  on  by  fome  Kind  of 
Sorcery,  to  affift  at  the  Immolation  of  fome  of  their  Fel- 
low Creatures  to  an  infernal  Spirit  j  but  Hill,  as  it  is  an 
indubitable  Fad,  we  mult  admit  it,  how  little  foever 
we  can  account  for  it, 

M  Y  Friend  Perez  alTured  me,  that  in  Portugal^ 
where  Auto  de  Fe's  are  more  common  than  in  Spain^ 
the  People  not  only  wallingly  alTift  at  the  moll  cruel 
Executions,  but  do  it  with  a  frantick  Kind  of  Joy,  not 
to  be  defcribed,  and  fcarce  to  be  imagined  ;  perhaps  after 
all,  this  very  Joy  may  be  excufable,  fince  if  we  atten- 
tively conlider  it,  we  can  fcarce  fuppofe  the  People  are  in 
their  Senfes.  On  the  Whole  it  is  certain,  that  there  ne- 
ver was  any  Judicature  fo  odious,  or  fo  terrible  as  the 
Holy  Office, 

PEREZh^d  for  his  Rival  a  Perfon  whofe  Brother 
was  a  Familiar  j  this  Man  alked  one  of  Perez's  Servants 
whether  he  had  not  feen  his  Mailer  read  Jbarbiner^ 
Commentary;  this  Quellion  being  reported  to  PereZy 
and  he  having  compared  it  with  other  Circumftances,  it 
induced  him  to  leave  Spain^  and  an  Eftate  of  near  two 
hundred  thoufand  Dollars.  His  Fears,  however,  w^re 
far  from  being  ill  grounded,  for  within/A^  Hours  after 
he  quitted  his  Houfe,  it  was  invclted  by  the  Officers  of 
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the  Inquifition,  who  immediately  poflefed  themfeJves  of 
his  Effeds,  and  proceeded  againft  him  as  a  Perfon  whofe 
Flight  had  declared  him  guilty. 

The  next  Day  J  fpent  in  adjufting  all  my  EiFeds, 
being  determined  to  quit  the  prefent  Place  of.  my  Reli- 
dence,  though  I  had  no  particular  Reafon  for  To  doing, 
neither  knew  I  whither  to  go  where  I  fhould  be  either 
better  received,  or  live  more  at  my  Eafe.  In  the  Even- 
ing Mr.  Fetherjione  came  and  fat  with  me  two  or  three 
Hours,  in  which  Space  we  ran  over  -a  great  Variety  of 
Sabjeils,  and  I  remember  that  he  was  particularly  con- 
cerned at  the  Approach  of  old  Age,  before  he  had  made 
any  Provifion  for  its  Reception.  He  faid,  that  when 
Want  threatened,  a  Man  o\ight  by  all  Means  to  double 
his  Induflry,  and  inftead  either  of  reproaching  Provi- 
dence, or  c(  pretending  indolently  to  wait  for  Relief 
from  thence,  to  fhew  a  Difpofition  of  meriting  the  di- 
vine Favour  in  the  Way  of  natural  Caufes,  without 
T^ainly  expelling  Miracles  never  wrought  in  Favour  of 
the  Lazy. 

When  he  took  his  Leave,  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Pe- 
rez^ who  lived  on  the  other  Side  of  the  River,  defired 
that  I  would  pafe  the  next  Day  with  him,  having  fome- 
thing  of  Importance  to  communicate  to  me.  I  readily 
Accepted  the  Propofal,  and  promifed  to  wait  on  him  as 
foon  as  I  came  from  Church.  When  Mr.  Fetherjione 
was  gone,  and  I  had  Time  to  rumJnate  on  what  he  had 
laid,  I  plainly  difcerned  that  his  Mind  was  under  fome 
unufual  OpprefTion,  and  that,  not  without  ftruggling,  it 
had  delivered  itfelf  of  thefe  Refledlions,  which  had  either 
Reference  to  the  Situation  of  his  own  Affairs  or  mine. 
With  all  my  Induftry,  however,  I  could  not  penetrate 
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the  true  Source  of  them  ;  and  therefore,  as  I  found  my 
felf  little  difpofed  to  Reft,  I  refolded  to  apply  his  Reafon- 
ing  to  my  Condition,  in  Order  to  form  from  thence 
fome  Judgment  as  to  the  Principles  on  v/hich  I  ought  to 
aft  in  the  future  Conduct  of  my  Life. 

With  fuch  Speculations  I  amufed,  or  rather  wearied 
my  Underftanding,  *tili  at  laft  I  was  ready  to  drop  afleep, 
without  being  able,  from  ail  my  Refledions,  to  forni 
any  more  than  this  iingle  Rule :  That  a  Man,  whofe 
Fortune  is  in  Diforder,  fhould  never  fuffer  his  Thoughts 
to  be  diverted  from  the  M^ns  of  fetling  it,  to  the  Conr- 
liderationofthe  Methods  of  employing  it  when  fettled. 

The  next  Day  I  went  according  to  my  Appoint- 
ment to  the  Apartment  of  my  Friend  Ferez^  where  I 
found  him  and  Mr.  Fetherftone  dilcourfmg  together  on 
Chemiftry,  at  which  I  was  furprized,  for  'till  then  I  had 
never  fufpeded  that  either  of  them  knew  any  thing  ex- 
traordinary of  this  Matter.  Mr.  Feiherjlojie  feemed  to 
make  very  light  of  the  pretended  Miracles  of  that  Art, 

H  £  faid,  that  as  to  Medicines,  he  had  obferved  the 
greateft  Cures  done  by  Simples,  and  the  worft  Acci- 
dents following  from  Drugs  chemically  prepared  $  that  as 
to  the  Curiolities  of  the  Chemifts,  they  ferved  rather  to 
divert  and  amufe  Men,  than  to  inform  their  Underftand- 
ings ;  and  as  to  the  Tranfmutation  of  Metals,  he  aliertedj 
that  Reafon  and  Experience  had  convinced  him  of  tl>e 
•ImpoiTibility  of  the^  Thing,  as  well  as  of  the  Folly  of 
tliofe  who  converted  real  Wealth  into  Smoke  in  the 
endlefs  Search  of  imaginary  Treafure.  He  clofed  thefe 
Obfervations  with  a  very  fhrewd  Remark,  viz.  That 
the  Profeflbrs  of  all  other  Sciences  began  with  laying 
down  Self-evident  Truths,  or  at  leaft  fuch  Maxims  as 
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were  cafily  fhewn  to  be  true,  whereas  the  Chemiits  began 
they  ended,  with  Dreams  and  Chimeras ;  and  inftead  of 
intruding  their  Pupils  in  the  right  Ufe  of  their  Reafon, 
endeavoured  to  deprive  them  of  it,  in  order  to  fill  their 
Heads  with  enthufia(tic  Notions  without  Foundation, 
Conne6lion,  or  the  fmalleft  Appearance  of  Veracity. 

Our  Friend  Perez^  who  had  really  lefs  Vehemence 
than  is  ufually  found  in  a  Spaniard^  could  however  fcarce 
bear  this  v/ith  Patience,  Chemiftry,  it  Teems,  was  his  dar- 
ling Study,  and  he  was  almoft  as  pafTionately  fond  of  it 
as  of  his  Miflrefs.  If  I  were  not  acquainted  with  you^ 
Sir,  faid  he,  to  Mr.  Fetherftone^  and  did  not  greatly  ad- 
mire your  good  Senfe  in  other  Things,  what  you  have 
faid  upon  this  Subjev5^,  would  have  given  m.e  a  very 
wrong  Idea  of  your  Merit.  Confider,  my  Friend,  that 
every  Science  hath  its  Defamers.  With  the  LihertineSy 
the  Jewi/h,  Chrijlian^  and  Mohammedan  Divinity,  feem 
all  alike  Fables.  To  the  V/its,  Mathematics  is  a  dry, 
ufelefs,  and  barren  Sort  of  Knowledge.  Poetry,  and 
the  Belles  Lettres^  arc  to  Men  of  rigid  Sentiments  in  all 
Communities,  Trifles  unworthy  of  Notice;  and,  in 
fhort,  we  have  known  Men,  who,  like  Corjielius  Agrip- 
pdy  have  firit  fought  to  acquire  Reputation  by  addicting 
themfelves  to  univerflU  Science,  and  have  afterwards 
attempted  to  raife  their  Fame  ilill  higher  by  perfuading  the 
World  that  they  had  fcen  through  all  Sciences,  and  found 
them  no  better  than  myfterious  Vanities.  General  Pre* 
judices.  Sir,  prove  nothing,  becaufe  they  prove  too 
much ;  and  as  to  particular  Obfervations,  I  am  perfua- 
ded  tliat  Chemills  have  as  much  to  fay  for  themfelves,  as 
any  other  Tribe  of  learned  Men.  To  them,  Sir,  Man- 
kind owes  molt  of  thofe  ufeful  Inventions  which  are  the 
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Boaft  of  latter  Ages,  and  which,  as  they  were,  unknown, 
fo  they  were  unhoped  for  by  the  Antients.  What  you 
fay  of  Amufements  certainly  does  Honour  to  this  Art, 
iince  Men  of  Senfe  are  then  only  amufed  when  they 
fee  Things  atchieved,  for  which  their  Underflandings 
can  no  way  account.  The  Tranfmutation  of  Metals 
furpalTes  your  Faith,  but  the  moll  intelligent  Spaniards 
readily  admit  it,  not  from  Credulity,  but  Conviction. 
You  muft  know.  Sir,  that  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with 
the  Method  of  refining  the  Silver  at  Potofi  in  PerUy  una- 
nimoufly  confefs  that  Art  brings  Nature  to  mature  in  a 
much  fhorter  Time,  that  precious  Metal,  than,  fhe 
would  otherv/ife,  that  is,  without  Affiftance  do  -,  and  I 
my  felf  can  fhew  you  an  Experiment  of  a  Silver  Tree 
fliooting  out  Branches  of  the  fame  Metal  from  the  bare 
Addition  of  Leadj  though,  as  you  fay,  this  is  of  the 
Tribe  of  Amufements,  fmce  it  is  fo  far  from  being  at- 
tended  with  Profit,  that  the  Silver  might  be  bought  at  a 
cheaper  Rate.  However,  this  is  not  the  Cafe  at  Potojl^ 
and  where  it  is  the  Cafe,  it  ftill  proves  the  PolTibility  of 
Tranfmutation,  which  is  neverthelefs  wonderful,  never- 
thelefs  certain,  for  its  being  expenfive. 

Mr.  Fetherjione^  either  not  knowing  how  to  anfwer 
thefe  Arguments,  or  which  I  rather  believe,  defirous  of 
quitting  a  Topic  that  appeared  difagreeable  to  his 
Friend,  turned  the  Converfation,  by  addrefling  himfelf 
to  me.  Mr.  Perez^  faid  he,  did  not  intend  by  this  In- 
vitation to  difturb  you  with  our  Difputes,  and  therefore  I 
take  the  Liberty  of  adjourning  the  Debate  to  fome  other 
Opportunity,  when  I  (hall  have  had  more  Leifure  to 
confider  and  examine  what  he  has  at  prefent  advanced 
upon  this  Head.    As  I  was  extremely  pleafed  with  what 
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each  of  them  had  faid,  I  would  have  had  Mr.  Fetherjlone 
returned  to  the  Charge,  but  Mr.  Perez  alfo  declined  it ; 
he  conlidered  the  laft  Expreflion  of  his  Antagonift  as  a 
Mark  of  his  being  at  prefent  unprovided  with  Matter,  and 
therefore  from  a  Spani/h  PtmSfo  refufed  to  prefs  him  far- 
ther at  this  Time.  Chocolate,  therefore,  was  called 
for,  and  not  a  Word  mentioned  of  Chemiilry  for  that 
Day. 

The  reft  of  the  Morning  was  fpent  in  talking  of  our 
feveral  Adventures,  which  had  this  in  common,  that 
without  any  great  Mifdeed,  each  of  us  was  become  an 
Exile,  Perez  regretted  nothing  but  the  Lofs  of  his 
Miftrefs,  for  the  Dread  of  the  Inquifition  had  extinguifh- 
ed  in  his  Bofom  all  Love  for  his  Country  j  fo  that  with- 
out the  Abolition  o(  that  Tribunal  he  could  never  frame 
a  Wiih  of  returning  to  Spain. 

Mr,  Fethrflone  obferved  that  he  was  alilce  banifhed 
iiQTSi  England  and  from  France,  and  fiom  both  by  crofs 
Accidents,,  or  rather  hy  Miilakes  ^  yet,  as'  he  remarked, 
it  was  eafier.  to  fatisfy  Strangers  than  one's  own  Country- 
men 5  for,  on  his  fending  an.  Accoupt  to  ihe  French 
Court  of  the  Manner. ty  which  Mou^itur  St..  Marc  elk 
became  -known  to  hinij.  he  was  imm.ediately  informed 
that Jie  might  return  in  Safety,  for  that, this  unhappy 
Man  had  given  the  lame  Account  ^botfi  ,on  his  £xami* 
iJiatioH  and  at  the  Time  he  fuffered  Death."  */ '.' 

As  to  my  felf,  I  took  Notice  that  I  fuffered  for  the 
Paults  of  ray  Father,  which  I  took  "to'hp  i,Iie  harder, 
becaufe  «t  the  Reftoratipn  all  old  Offences  v/ere  wafhed 
away^-  and  Thok  received  imp  the  highell  Favour  who 
'had  been  deepeft  in  ihofe  Mcafurcs  which  iiad  driven 
the  Royal  Fanaily  abroad. 

OUK. 


C  139  3 

Our  Dinner  was  flight,  for  our  grand  Repaft  was  ia 
the  Evening  ;  and  this  being  over,  Perez  defired  Mr« 
Fetherfiont  to  acquaint  me  with  the  Buiinefs  on  account 
of  which  he  had  defired  my  Company.  For  my  Part, 
I  had  quite  forgot  what  he  had  told  me  the  Evening  be- 
fore, iand  was  therefore  a  little  furprized  when  Fere% 
mentioned  Bufinefs  ;  however,  I  joined  with  him  in  de- 
iiring  Mr.  Fetherjlone  to  explain  it  to  me,  adding,  that 
I  fliouid  have  been  better  pleafed  if  it  had  been  difculled 
in  the  Morning.  Ferez  fmiled,  and  faid,  it  was  a  Thing 
would  require  both  Evening  and  Morning  Confidera- 
tions  3  and  then  Mr.  Fetherjlone  taking  the  Diicourfe, 
proceeded  thus : 

M  Y  Friend  Mr.  Perez^  and  I,  had  been  for  fome 
Time  confidering  of  a  certain  Projed:  offered  us  by -a 
Gentleman  in  France^  who  is  our  common  Patron ;  and 
as  we  are  now  at  the  Point  of  entering  on  its  Execution, 
we  were  unwilling  either  to  keep  it  longer  a  Secret  from 
you,  or  to  refufe  you  a  Share  in  it,  if  it  fhall  appear  in 
the  fame  Light  to  you  that  it  does  to  us.  In  -few 
words  then,  our  Friends  propofed  that  we  fhould  make 
the  Tour  of  a  Part  of  the  Ottoman  Empir^^  beginning 
with  Egypt ^  in  order  to  colledl  Medals,  Stones,  Manu- 
fcripts,  and  other  Curiofities,  for  which  there  never  was 
fo  great  a  Demand  as  at  prefent  throughout  all  EuropCy 
particularly  in  Italy ^  France^  and  England^  where  for 
genuine  Relicks  of  Antiquity  no  Price  whatfoever  is  held 
to  be  extravagant. 

Mr.  Fetherjlone  making  here  a  little  Paufe,  I  was  go- 
ing to  fpeak.     Stay  Sir,  faid  he,  let  me   finifh  what  I 
^  liave  farther  to  offer  you  upon  this  Subjed,  and  you  fhall 
have  Time  enough  to  fay  what  you  pleafe.    You  muft 
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not  imagine  Sir,  that  at  this  Seafon  of  Life  I  fhould  be 
fond  of  feeking  Adventures  in  unknown  Parts  of  the 
World,  if  I  had  not  a  very  probable  Profped  of  making 
myfelf  eafy,  in  Confequence  of  my  going  through  fuch 
a  Fatigue.     I  have  a  Friend  at  Lyons^  who  will  lend 
me  200  Piftoles,  I  have  another  at  Marfeilks^  who  will 
furnifh  me  with  as  much,  what  I  have  of  my  own  will 
make  up  the  Sum  between  five  and  fix  hundred  5  my 
Friend  Per  ex  will  venture  the  like  Capital,  and  we  are 
well  informed  of  the  Goods  in  which  our  Money  ought 
10  be  veiled ;   we  have  likewife  a  Memorial,  contain- 
ing the  fulleft  Inllrudtions  as  to  the  Curiofities  we  are 
to  purchafe,  we  are  neither  of  us  unacquainted  with 
thefe  Things,  and  we  have  the  ftrongeft  Recommenda- 
tions to  the  French  and  Veiietian  Confuls  \  fo  that  tho* 
at  firil  Sight  this  Projedl  may  feem  a  little  chimerical, 
yet  it  is  in  Truth  as  well  founded,  and  wuU  be  as  well 
Supported  as  any  Thing  of  its  Nature  can  be.     Our 
own  Induftry  mull  indeed  be  the  Sheet  Anchor  of  our 
Hopes,  and  if  we  cannot  depend  upon  ourfelves,  it  is  in 
vain  for  us  to  expe6l  Succefs  in  this,  or  in  any  other 
Undertaking.     As  it  is,  my  Fortune  is  Shipwrecked,  it 
can  be  no  worfe  if  I  fliould  be  miftaken  in  my  Conje- 
dtui'es  as  to  the  Project  before  us ;  whereas  if  Things 
go  right,  I  {hall  be  fure  of  palling  the  reft  of  my  Days 
in  quiet  in  France  or  in  Italy ^  or  it  may  be  in  England  \ 
for  I  am  not  of  Opinion,  that  the  Government  there 
will  always  purfue  the  fame  Meafures  which  they  have 
hitherto  done. 

A  s  for  me,  added  Perez^  I  have  fuch  a  Source  of 
perpetual  Difquiet  in  my  own  Bolbm,  that  Reft  is  pain- 
ful, and  a  State  of  Agitation  only  affords  me  Quiet, 
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by  refcuing  me  as  it  were  from  myfelf.  It  is  this,  full 
as  much  as  any  View  of  Profit,  which  hath  determined 
me  to  take  this  Voyage.  If  I  fhould  not  fucceed  I  fhall 
flill  have  fomething  left  to  preferve  myfelf  and  my 
Friend  here,  from  being  quite  quelled  by  the  Frowns 
of  Fortune,  and  as  Time  is  the  Parent  of  many  llrange 
Events,  I  cannot  tell  what,  againft  our  Return,  it  may 
bring  forth  ;  perhaps  fome  Accident  as  favourable  to  me 
as  that  was  unfortunate,  which  drove  me  from  my  Fa- 
mily and  my  Hopes.  You  have  heard  our  Projefl, 
and  our  Reafons  for  embracing  it ;  now  Sir,  if  Similitude 
of  Circumftances  fhould  incline  you  to  take  a  Share 
with  us  in  this  Defign,  we  (hall  have  a  better  Opinion 
of  it,  and  fcarce  entertain  any  Doubt  of  fucceeding  un- 
der your  Aufpice.  It  is  impoffible  that  you  fhould  re- 
folve  in  a  Moment;  it  will  be  a  Fortnight  or  three 
Weeks  before  we  fhall  think  of  quitting  this  Place  ; 
and  therefore,  if  in  eight  or  ten  Days  you  will  come  to 
a  Refolution,  we  fhall  hear  it  with  Pleafure. 

I  thank'd  my  Friends  for  this  new  Mark  of  their 
Confidence  and  AiFedlion,  promifed  to  take  the  Matter 
into  my  Confideration,  and  to  acquaint  them  with  my 
final  Refolution,  within  the  Space  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
Days.  I  defired  Leave  however,  to  ask  the  Advice  of 
certain  Perfons,  whom  I  took  to  be  proper  Judges  of 
an  Affair  of  this  Nature,  declaring  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  how  much  foever  I  thought  it  might  import  my 
Intereft,  yet  I  would  never  think  of  doing  fuch  a  Thing 
without  their  Confent ;  they  readily  gave  it  me,  with 
this  Caution,  that  I  fhould  not  defcend  into  Particulars, 
or  mention  any  of  the  Perfons  concerned.  Thefe  Pre- 
liminaries fettled,  we  parted,  and  I  fpent  a  great  part  of 

the 


[    14^3 

the  Night  in  ruminating  on  the  Probability  of  carrying 
this  Projedt  into  Execution,  and  the  Turn  of  my  own 
Capacity  for  bearing  a  part  in  it.  The  great  Point  that 
perplexed  me  was,  the  forfaking  Lucia,  whom  notwith- 
ftanding  the  llrong  Probabihty  of  the  Thing,  or  rather 
Proof  of  it,  I  could  not  believe  married. 

Th  e  next  Day,  as  foon  as  I  had  brought  myfelf  into 
fome  Temper,  for  in  the  Morning  the  Refle6lion  of 
what  had  pafled  the  Day  before,  confufed  me  not  a 
little,  I  went  to  viiit  Mr.  Roland,  who  had  been  a  Pre- 
ceptor in  the  Theory,  and  my  fole  Mailer  in  the  little 
practical  Knowledge  I  had  of  Stones  and  Medals.  It 
fo  happened,  that  I  came  to  him  very  opportunely, 
he  was  embarrafled  for  want  of  a  fmall  Sum  of  Money, 
which  becaufe  of  a  former  Debt,  he  would  not  mention 
to  me  ;  it  came  by  Chance  to  my  Ears,  and  with  fome 
Difficulty  he  was  perfwaded  to  make  Ufe  of  my  Aflif- 
tance.  We  fpent  the  Afternoon  together,  and  as  no- 
thing was  more  common  than  for  us  to  talk  of  the 
Affairs  of  the  Levant,  and  the  Method  of  carrying  on 
a  Trade  there,  I  eafily  turned  the  Converfation  on 
that  Subjeft,  on  which  my  Friend  talk'd  as  freely  and 
fully, -as  if  I  had  particularly  asked  his  Advice  on  the 
Bufinefs  then  in  my  Head. 

He  difcourfedof  the  Cautions  neccffary  for  prefer- 
ring Health  in  the  Oriental  Countries,  and  for  famili- 
arizing one's  felf  to  their  Cuftoms ;  he  defcribed  at  large 
the  Virtues,  Vices,  and  Manners  of  the  Turh^  Jews^ 
and  Greeks,  and  never  did  any  Painter  hit  Likenefa 
jnore  exadlly.  He  explained  the  Method  of  dealing 
with  all  thefe  People,  their  refpedtive  Artifices,  and  the 
Means  of  guarding  againft  them  j  above  all,  he  recom- 
mended 
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mended  the  Study  of  Phyfic^  as  the  fliorteft  and  fafefi 
Method  of  being  introduced  into  the  Houfcs  of  Perfons 
of  Dillindion,  with  whom  he  alledged  it  v/as  alwap 
bell  to  Gonverfe,  and  through  whom  it  was  eafieft  KJ 
acquire  whatever  one  fought  for  in  thofe  Countries. 

From  this  Converfation  I  was  thoroughly  convin- 
ced, that  fuch  an  Expedition  as  my  Friends  had  propo- 
fed  to  me,  might  turn  to  great  Advantage  under  pru- 
dent Management,  and  a  ileady  Regard  to  the  main 
Deiign.  When  I  returned  Home  in  the  Evening,  I 
looked  over  all  the  Notes  I  had  formerly  made  upon 
Subjedls  of  this  Nature,  planned  out  a  Method  for  dif- 
pofmg  them  into  Order,  and  drew  out  fuch  ^mn 
as  might  lead  to  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  all  Points  in 
which  I  had  been  hitherto  deficient,  for  want  of  being 
acquainted  with  the  proper  Head  of  Inquiry.  I  lilce- 
wife  prefcribed  to  myfelf  a  Task  ftill  more  laborious 
that  of  digefting  all  my  other  Memorandums  into  Me- 
thod, fo  that  they  might  lie  in  a  narrow  Co^npais, 
knowing  that  if  I  ever  carried  this  Defign  into  Execu- 
tion, it  would  be  impoflible  for  me  to  have  the  Ule  of 
many  Books. 

A  DAY  or  two  afterw^ards  I  went  to  vifit  Mr.  Pucd^ 
whom  I  found  in  a  very  declining  Condition,  he  had 
fome  Months  before  a  Fit  of  an  Apoplexy,  from  which 
with  DiiBculty  he  was  recovered.  Soon  after  he  fell 
into  a  Dyfentery,  which  tho*  the  Phyficians  had  found 
Means  to  alleviate,  yet  were  they  unable  to  cure.  It 
was  this  Diforder  which  had  brought  my  Friend  fo  low 
as  to  be  fcarce  able  to  walk  crofs  the  Room.  In  this 
Condition  he  had  his  Senfes  as  clear  as  ever,  and  fpoke 
to  me  with  his  ufual  AfFediion  and  Tendernefs.     The 
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Concern  I  was  under  to  fee  him  fo  weak,  hindered  me 
from  mentioning  any  Bufinefs,  and  occafioned  my  en- 
quiring particularly  into  the  Caufes  of  his  Diftemper. 
The  good  old  Man  faid,  that  he  believed  his  Conftitu- 
tion  was  q^uite  worn  out,  and  that  he  was  thankful  to 
Providence  for  affording  him  this  foft  and  gentle  Death. 

Before  I  was  aware  I  anfwered,  that  it  was  notim- 
pofTible  he  might  recover,  for  that  I  had  known  extraor- 
dinary Things  done  by  taking  daily  a  very  fmall  Dofe 
of  prepared  Opium,  Senior  Pucci  catch'd  at  this,  and 
would  immediately  have  the  Medicine,  which  when  I 
faW  he  was  not  to  be  moved  I  comply 'd  with,  and 
having  weighed  out  exa(5lly  three  Dofes,  he  took  one  of 
them  immediately,  and  the  other  two  on  the  next  fuc- 
ceeding  Days.  After  the  lall  Dofe,  he  was  apparently 
much  better,  and  by  keeping  to  this  Medicine  in  the 
fame  Proportion  it  was  at  lirft  given  him,  he  recovered 
wonderfully. 

By  this  lucky  Accident  I  became  exceedingly  in  his 
Favour,  he  would  have  prefented  me  with  a  Ring  of 
very  great  Value,  but  I  abfolutely  refufed  it,  telling  him 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  I  would  put  it  in  his  Power  to 
gratify  me  farther  than  the  Value  of  that  Ring.  I  then 
began  to  explain  to  the  old  Gentleman  the  Bufinefs  I 
had  at  Heart,  and  he  very  kindly  furnilhed  me  with  all 
the  proper  Inftru6tions  I  could  delirc,  and  anfwered  all 
the  Queflions  I  thought  fit  to  ask.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
Converfation  he  gave  me  a  little  Note,  which  in  three 
Lines  contained  the  Secret  of  cleanfing  colour'd  Stones, 
the  Value  of  which,  if  I  had  attentively  confidered,  I 
might  have  fpared  myfelf  the  Pains  of  leaving  Italy  to 
acquire  a  Fortune. 

Before 
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Before  the  Fortnight  was  expired,  in  which  I  had 
promired  to  give  my  Anfwer  to  my  Friends,  I  received 
a  Letter  from  Venice  tinfigned,  which  informed  me, 
that  my  Landlord  threw  my  Epiftle  into  the  Fire  with- 
out reading  it,  that  all  i  could  write  v/ould  meet  with  the 
fame  Fate,  that  Lucia  was  undoubtedly  married  -,  and 
that  to  make  myfelf  eafy  and  happy,  I  ought  never 
to  think  of  her  more.  At  this  Time  I  fteadfaftly  be- 
lieved this  Letter  came  from  my  Landlady,  who  had  al- 
ways profefled  a  very  great  Efteem  for  me,  but  it  feems 
fhe  really  knew  nothing  of  the  Matter  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, as  foon  as  he  had  burnt  my  Letter,  my  Land- 
lord went  to  the  Houfe  of  the  Gentleman  where  Lucia 
lived,  and  in  a  PafTion,  gave  an  Account  of  the  whole 
Tranfa6lion,  which  coming  to  the  Ears  of  the  Lady 
with  whom  Lucia  lived  in  the  llrideft  Friendihip,  fhe 
had  the  Goodnefs  to  wTite  the  Letter  I  have  juft  men- 
tioned, in  order  to  put  me  out  of  Pain. 

The  next  Morning  I  fent  my  Man  to  invite  Mr. 
Perez  and  Mr.  Fetherjlone  to  Dinner,  and  before  we  fat 
dow^n  to  it,  declared  to  them  my  fixed  Refolution  to 
embark  with  them  in  the  Delign  they  had  propofed. 
They  appeared  extremely  fatisiied  with  this  Refolution, 
and  we  drank  that  Evening  to  the  Succefs  of  our  Af- 
fairs, not  indeed  to  a  Degree  of  downright  Drunken- 
nefs,  but  pretty  much  beyond  our  ufual  Extent;  fo 
that  it  was  thought  proper  for  them  to  remain  all  Night 
in  my  Apartment,  and  the  next  Morning  it  was  agreed 
that  we  fhould  immediately  enter  on  the  necelTary  Pre- 
parations for  our  Voyage. 

Hitherto  I  had  fuiFered  myfelf  as  often  as  I  was 
alone,  to  be  haunted  with  Dreams  of  returning  to  Efig- 
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landy  and  living  fomewhere  in  the  Country  with  Luda^ 
But  now  as  this  appeared  abfolutely  impraclicable,  I  re- 
folved  to  rid  myfelf  of  thefe  idle  Notions,  and  to  ap- 
ply folely  to  the  Point  in  Hand,  as  to  that  on  which 
my  Fortune  entirely  depended,  having  at  prefent,  little 
or  no  Hopes  of  receiving  farther  Advantage  from  the 
EfFecls  of  my  Uncle,,  notwithilanding  the  Jultice  of 
mj  Demand. 

Mr.  Fetherjlone  who  had  undertaken  to  negotiate 
with  Mr.  Mountague  (for  fo  the  Lord  Chief  Jujiice 
St.  Johnv72iS  called)  after  he  had  retired  into  ir^«^^,, 
the  Payment  of  the  Money  due  from  a  certain  great 
Perfon  to  Mr.  Perez  for  his  Diamonds,  happily  con- 
cluded that  Affair  j  I  fay  happily,  tho'  he  could  not  pro- 
cure the  whole  Debt;  but  1500  Pilloles,  for  which  it  was 
compromifed,  proved  a  great  and  unexpe6ted  Addition  to 
Perez's  Fortune,  who  till  his  Flight  from  Spain^  had  look- 
ed upon  this  in  the  Light  of  a  defperate  Demand.  All  my 
EfFeds  were  by  this  Time  either  come  to  Hand,  or  remit- 
ted to  Mr.  Hayes,  on  whom  T  could  depend  5  and 
therefore  it  was  agreed  that  Mr.  Fetherjlone  {hould  im- 
mediately fet  out  for  Venice^  to  provide  all  Things  there 
for  our  Departure  from  Europe^  and  that  Mr.  Perez 
and  I  fhould  follow  him  as  foon  as  conveniently  we 
could. 

This  Refolution  was  executed  almoft  as  foon  as  it 
was  taken,  and  we  had  no  Reafon  to  repent  of  having 
placed  our  whole  Confidence  in  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  whofe 
Integrity  and  Capacity  appeared  very  remarkably  in  the 
Management  of  a  Bufinefs  fo  new  to  him,  as  well  as  to 
ourfelves.  It  is  true,  he  had  the  Help  of  the  French 
Memoir,  which  was  yery  exad,  as  well  as  comprehen- 
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five,  but  with  the  bell  Inftru6tions,  it  is  neceffary  that 
he  who  is  to  execute  them  fhould  have  Honour  and 
Prudence,  for  otherwife  they  will  be  of  little  Ufe. 

It  fell  out  in  our  Affairs  as  it  does  in  moil  new  Un- 
dertakliigs,  half  the  Difficulties  relating  to  it  were  not 
forefeen.  Mr.  Perez  and  I  therefore  were  exceedingly 
furprized,  when  after  a  Stay  of  Seven  Weeks,  Mr.  Fe- 
therftone  informed  us  that  it  would  much  better  anfwer 
our  Purpofes,  if  we  made  Choice  of  Leghorn  for  our 
Port,  from  whence  in  the  fucceeding  Month  there 
would  fail  a  French  Ship  for  Alexandria^  on  Board  of 
which  we  might  enjoy  all  imaginable  Conveniency; 
whereas  according  to  our  former  Scheme,  v/e  mull 
wait  till  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year  before  we 
could  embark  from  Venice  as  commodiouily.  The 
Reafons  he  affigned  were  fo  jufl,  and  our  Confidence 
in  him  fo  great,  that  we  inftantly  returned  him  an 
Anfwer  conformable  to  his  Deiires,  and  he  thereupon 
quitted  Venice^  and  repaired  to  Leghorn^  for  which 
Place,  as  foon  as  we  received  Advice  of  his  Arrival,  we 
determined  immediately  to  fet  out,  having  had  all 
Things  for  fome  Time  in  readinefs. 

Among  the  parting  Vilits  I  made  to  my  Friends, 
one  was  to  Signior  Fucc'i^  which  becaufe  it  was  attended 
with  fome  Confequences  worthy  relating,  I  will  men- 
tion here.  As  during  my  Stay  at  Geneva^  I  had  a  great 
deal  of  fpare  Time  on  my  Hands,  I  employed  part 
of  it  in  vifiting  fuch  of  the  States  and  Principalities  in 
Italy  as  lay  not  at  too  great  a  Diltance.  'B'f  Degrees, 
either  on  Buiinefs  or  Pleafure,  I  faw  them  all,  except- 
ing only  the  Territory  of  his  Holinefi^  and  the  Kingdom 
of  Naphs,     As   my  Intention   was   to   inform  myfelf 
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Jis  thoroughly  as  I  could  of  their  prefent  Condition,  I 
conftantly  made  a  Lift  of  ^icries  drawn  from  the  Defi- 
ciences,  Variations,  and  Contradi6lions  of  the  Accounts 
I  had  read,  and  by  fatisfying  myfelf  on  thefe  Points,  I 
looked  upon  it  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  nothing  very 
material  could  efcape  me.  Thefe  at  my  Leifure  I  re- 
viewed, and  from  them  compofed  two  diftinct  Treattfes^ 
one  in  Italian^  the  other  in  EngUJ))^  of  the  State  of 
Italy  in  the  Year  1672. 

•  The  former  of  thefe  I  had  formerly  Ihewn  to  Seig- 
hior  Fucci^  who  either  out  of  Regard  to  its  Author,  or 
becaufe  he  really  had  a  better  Opinion  of  the  Piece  than 
it  deferved,  defired  to  have  it  tranfcribed,  that  he  might 
have  a  Copy  of  it  for  his  own  Ufe,  which  at  this  Vifit 
I  gave  him.  The  old  Gentleman  received  it  very  kind- 
ly, and  at  the  fame  Time  he  placed  it  in  his  Cabinet, 
took  from  thence  a  Paper,  which  he  put  into  my  Hands. 
This  faid  he,  my  Friend,  next  to  the  Manufcript 
you  have  given  me,  I  look  upon  to  be  the  choiceft 
Piece  in  all  my  Colle6lion ;  it  is  a  Difcourfe  of  a  French 
Virtuofo  on  the  Phikfopher'' s  Stone ^  and  is  efteemed  by 
the  Literati  of  Italy  a  Mafter  Piece.  I  think  I  cannot 
make  you  a  more  acceptable  Prefent,  otherwife  I  would 
endeavour  to  do  it. 


yf  Dissertation  on  the  natural  Produ6fion 
of  Metals^  and  of  the  Po£ibility  and  Prohahi- 
lity  of  there  being  fuch  a  Uni'verfal  'finSiure  as 
is  commonly  called  the  Phikfopher^ 5  Stone. 

<«■  A  S  Credulity  is  the  Mother  of  Error ^  fo  Seep- 
<«  -lS^  tif?n  is  the  Parent  of  irrefolute  Ignorajice,  as 
*«'  homely  a  Ba^j  as  the  other ^    Truth  is  only  difcover'd 
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''  by  thofe  who  are  content  to  join  the  Lights  of  ^a^^- 
*'  r/V;?^^  and  of  Reafoft^  and  who  are  as  much  difpofed 
«'  to  receive  for  certain,  what  of  their  own  Knowledge 
*'  they  2irt  told  by  others^  as  they  are  inclined  to  expert 
**  from  ^^/^^n  an  immediate  Belief  of  what  they  affirm 
''  themfelves.  I  have  premifed  this  for  two  Reafons, 
Firji^  becaufe  the  little  Knowledge  I  have  hath  ac- 
crued to  me  from  pradtifing  thefe  Maxims-,  and  iS^- 
condly^  becaufe  I  intend  to  deliver  the  Fruits  of  my 
Studies  to  others  in  the  fame  Way,  and  not  by  the 
fatiguing  round-about  Road,  of  the  Schools^  wherein 
Form  is  fo  much  prefer'd  to  Matter^  that  we  are  of- 
''  ten  difgulled  with  Truth  itfelf,  through  the  Weari- 
''  nefs  we  are  under  from  the  tedious  "Journey  taken  m 
"  Search  of  her. 

*'  In  all  the  Parts  of  the  Univerfe  we  dillinguifh 
**  Matter  and  Spirit ;  by  Matter  I  underiland  thofe 
"  grofs  Particles  which  are  only  fit  to  be  a5fed  upon  ; 
"  and  by  Spi?it,  thofe  Jine  and  lively  Effluvias  which 
"  are  properly  fuited  for  A^ion^  A  warm  and  humid 
Vapour  fteeming  continually  from  the  Centre  of  the 
^'  Earth  gives  Spij-it  to  all  Things;  which  are  the  fame 
''  in  this  Refpe6l.,  tho'  they  differ  from  each  other,  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  variety  of  Matter  wrought  on  by  this 
*'  Mtherial  Spirit^  or  Mercury  of  Nature, 

*'  This  Breath  or  Vapour  pairmg  over  a  dry  fublil 
"  and  fulphureous  Earth,  it  carries  Part  thereof  alono- 
'*  with  it,  becaufe  all  dry  Bodies  adhere  to  Moijlure^ 
"  being  forced  by  the  Central  Heat  ftill  upwards,  and 
"  meeting  in  the  Caverns  of  the  Earth,  continual  Re- 
"  fiftance,  whereby  it  is  often  beaten  back  on  that  dry 
^/  and  fulphureous  Earth,  which  it  at  firlt  gently  tcuch'd  . 
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at  laft,  after  many  Suhlimatiom  and  Precipitations ^ 
this  Mercury  is  abforbed  and  fwallowed  up  in  the 
Earth,  and  by  the  internal  Heat,  becomes  the  Seed 
of  Metals,  of  which  the  Matter  as  well  as  xhtejfen- 
tial  Form  is  the  fame  in  all,  their  Differences  arifing 
only  from  the  Acidents  of  Denfity  and  Colour. 
"  As  to  ih^firji  Point,  iho.  Difference m  theTP'eight. 
Such  as  are  called  imperfeSi  Metals  -scc^  fpecifically  ligh- 
ter, than  thofe  which  are  filled  perfed  Metals  j  and 
the  Reafon  is,  becaufe  they  are  compofed  of  grofs 
and  heterogeneous  Parts,  that  is,  the  Bulk  and  Contra- 
riety of  the  Particles  caufe  in  fuch  Metals  more  Va- 
cuities than  there  are  in  thofe  compofed  of  frnaller 
and  homogeneous  Particles.  To  make  this  perfectly 
plain,  conlider  that  a  Basket  filled  with  Apples  hath 
evidently  more  void  Spaces,  than  the  fame  Basket 
fill'd  with  Corn.  Again,  a  thoufand  ivory  Dice 
might  be  pack'd  up  in  much  lefs  Room,  than  if  the 
fame  quantity  of  Ivory  was  wrought  up  into  five 
hundred  Dice,  three  hundred  Billiard  Balls,  and  two 
hundred  little  Eggs.  This  Comparifon,  as  it  ex- 
plains the  lightnefs  of  imperfect  Metals,  fo  it  fhews 
alfo  how  they  come  to  be  more  brittle  and  frangible  j 
for  in  a  Body  full  of  Vacuities,  any  Stroke  from 
without  eafily  occaficns  a  Seperation,  whereas  it 
would  more  clofely  unite  a  Body  compofed  of  fmall 
and  homogeneous  Particles,  as  Experience  alfo  veri- 
fies. 

"The  Second  Difference  is  Colour.  For  if  all  Me- 
tals could  be  made  as  heavy  as  Gold,  and  as  yellow^ 
ihey  would  undoubtedly  be  turned  to  Gold.  At  pre- 
fent  vre  fliall  not  enter  into  the  Caufes  whence  are 
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•*^  derived-  the  different  Colours  of  Metals,  it  is  fufficient 
'*  to  obferve,  that  the  yellowJiefs  of  Gold  arifes  from  its 
■*'  being  compeared  of  homogeiieous  Parts,  and  from  its 
*'  Z'i^w/^  Spirit  being  efFedually  fwallow'd  up  in  its 
"  Earth.  To  explain  this,  let  us  confider  Bready 
"  which  is  compofed  of  Flower  and  Water  properly 
"  tempered ;  when  by  the  Operation  of  Heat,  the  Moijl 
*'  is  thoroughly  abforbed  in  the  Dry,  the  Refle(5lion  of 
"  the  Rays  of  Light  exhibit  to  us  a  yellowijb  Colour  ; 
^^  whereas  when  raw  it  was  White,  and  if  it  had  been 
*'  over -haled,  it  would  have  been  Black, 

''  This,  then  being  a  fair  Account  of  the  manner  in 
*'  which  Nature  a6ls  in  the  Formation  of  Metals,  if 
"  we  propofe  to  ourfelves  to  do  the  fame  Thing,  we 
*'  mull  imitate  her  ;  we  muft  take  a  dry  fubtil  and  ful- 
"  phureous  Earth,  and  this  warm  and  humid  Vapour 
*'  or  Mercury,  and  having  caufed  the  one  to  imbibe  the 
other,  we  muft  fublimate  and  circulate  thefe  till  they 
fix  in  a  metaliik  Subftance,  which  by  Degrees  may 
be  dryed  till  it  becomes  Gold,  and  this  the  more  cer- 
tainly and  the  more  expeditioufly,  if  the  Earth  were 
properly  purified  before,  and  the  Operation  performed 
by  a  Heat  ftronger  and  more  conftant  than  that 
proceeding  from  the  Central  flame. 
"  But  o\xx  Philojophy  pretends  not  to  carry  Things 
fo  far  J  it  aims  only  at  making  a  Poivder  fulible,  fub- 
til, penetrating,  fixed,  and  with  a  Power  of  Ting- 
ing. By  its  Fufibility,  it  melts  with  a  fmall  Degree 
''  of  Heat\  by  its  Subtilty,  it  is  render'd  fit  to  enter 
"  into  the  ftreighteft  Pores  of  any  Metal;  by  its  pene- 
"  trating  Quality,  it  force?  through  them,  and  mingles 
♦*  itfelf   with  all   their  Particles  to  the  very  Centre, 
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"  rendering  them  fix'd  and  folid,  by  the  Expulfion  of 
*'  heterogenous  Particles;  iind  finally,  by  the  DiiFufive- 
"  nefs  of  its  Tincfw-e  drying  the  imperfe5l  Metal,  and 
*'  tinging  it  throughout  with  the  colour  of  Gold. 

"  It  is  apparent  from  what  hath  been  already  faid, 
''  that  for  the  Formation  of  the  Philofophic  Powder,  fo 
*'  far  tranfcending  Gold,  it  is  neceilary  to  have  a  proper 
*'  Spirit,  and  a  proper  Matter.  The  Spirit  or  Mer- 
*'  n^ry  of  the  Philofophers  is,  as  we  have  Ihewn,  en- 
"  clofed  in  every  Thing  which  lives ;  but  then  this 
*'  Spirit  acquires  a  fpeclfic  Quality  from  the  Matter 
"  which  it  animates;  and  if  we  could  feperate  a  vege- 
"  (able  Spirit  from  the  Matter  in  which  it  is  envelo- 
."  ped,  and  mix  it  with  a  fmalier  quantity  of  the  Mer- 
*'  cury  of  the  Jir,  it  would  operate  on  the  latter,  fo  as 
*•'  to  affimulate  it,  and  make  it  become  a  vegetable  Spi- 
''  r/V.  But  to  cut  Things  fhort,  if  \i  could  be  fo  con- 
"  trived  as  to  feperate  the  Mercury  of  Gold  from  its 
"  fubtil  and  fulphureous  Earth,  we  might  by  fmall 
"  Additions  of  the  Mercury  from  other  Things,  greatly 
''  encreafe  this  Mercury  of  Gold,  and  then  by  a  long 
''  and  ingenious  Procefs,  managed  with  a  proper  Re- 
'5  gard  to  Nature  in  her  Formation  of  Metals,  force 
*'  this  accumulated  Spirit  or  Mercury,  to  unite  itfelf 
''  again  with  the  aforefaid  fubtil  homogeneous  and  ful- 
*'  phurous  Earth,  after  which  it  w'ould  be  no  longer 
"  Gold,  but  the  fpirituous,  penetrating,  fixed,  and  tin- 
"  ging  Powder  which  we  want. 

"  Subsequent  to  this  (hort  and  diftinfl  Account, 
^^  there  is  no  need  of  running  through  the  Experiment 
"  of  Tranfmutatlon,  in  order  to  fhew  how  this  Pom- 
*'  der  would  operate  on  an  imperfeSi  Metal -^   this  we 
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^^  have  already  done  in  the  DefGription  we  gave  o. 
*.'  the  Philofophic  Pow^der  ;  and  we  would  equally  avoid 
."  Obfcurity  and  Repetition.  The  Intent  of  this  little 
"  Ellay  is  not  to  ■  divulge  the  Secret  of  making  thi^ 
*'  Powder,  but  to  fhew  that  the  fuppoiing  the  Poffibility 
"  of  preparing  it,  is  no  Abfurdity^  as  fome  who  affedl  to 
*.^  be  thought  Philofophers  would  perfuade  the  World  it 
.^.'  is ;  and  having  done  this,  there  is  nothing  more  to 
5'  be  faid.  Let  him  who  would  be  farther  intruded, 
'.'  confider  ferioufly  this  Account,  and  profecute  his 
*'  Studies  with  an  humble  Mind^  and  a  due  Relignation 
*'  to  the  Willoi  Godr 

A  Day  or  two  before  we  were  to  fet  out  for  Leghorn^ 
as  I  was  talking  to  John/on  of  our  Expedition,    I  ap- 
prehended by  the  Coldnefs  of  his  Anfwer,  that  he  had  no 
great  Opinion  of  our  Succefs,   upon  which  I  intreated 
him  to  deal  freely  with  me,  and  give  me  his  Advice  in 
this  as  he  had  in  other  Things.     He  began  with  obfer- 
ving  that  I  ask'd  it  a  little  too  late  ;  that  if,  as  I  fufpedl- 
ed,  he  had  conceived  an  indifferent  Opinion  of  this  Pro- 
jedl,  his  confeffmg  it  would  only  ferve  to  difcourage  me, 
iince  my  Fortune  was  already  embarked ;  but  Sir,  faid 
he,  it  is  not  fo,  my  Uneafinefs  is  on  my  o^n  Account ; 
I  find  my  Conllitution  much  weakened  and  impair'd  ^  I 
.  am  apprehenfive  that  travelling  will  encreafe  this  Indif- 
pofition,  and  that  inftead  of  being  for  the  future  what  I 
hope  I  have  hitherto  been,  a  ufeful,  and  diligent  Servant, 
I  fhall  be  a  Clog  and  Burthen  to  you.     You  will  iland 
in  need  of  a  Perfon  more  adive  and  more  knowing  than 
^ly  felf,  though  you  are  fenfible.  Sir,  that  I  am  not 
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wholly  unacquainted  with  the  Nature  and  Value  of  thofe 
Rarities  you  are  going  to  collect.  However,  Sir, 
that  you  may  fee  I  mean  nothing  lefs  than  to  defert 
your  Service,  I  will  propofe  to  you  what  I  hope 
may  advantage  it  as  much,  or  rather  more,  than  my 
travelling  with  you,  which  in  few  Words  is  this. 
I  will,  if  you  think  proper,  remain  at  Leghorn^  whi- 
ther we  are  now  going,  in  order  to  take  care  of  your 
Effedls,  which  are  at  prefent  unemploy'd,  and  to  receive 
and  execute  fuch  Commands  as  you  may  find  it  neceflary 
to  give  me  -,  but  of  this,  Sir,  you  will  think  at  Leifure, 
for  I  pretend  only  to  offer  you  my  Sentiments,  deliring 
that  you  fhould  be  guided  only  by  your  own.  There 
will  be  Time  enough  for  you  to  weigh  this  Matter  ma- 
turely, which  I  recommend  to  your  Confideration  ^o 
warmly,  becaufe  I  think  your  Interell  much  more  con- 
cerned in  it  than  my  ovi^n. 

I  N  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  November ^  Mr, 
Perez^  and  I,  accompanied  only  by  John/on,  arrived  at 
Leghorn^  where  v/e  lodged  in  the  Houfe  of  Meffieurs 
Varillon,  French  Merchants,  where  we  were  treated  with 
all  imaginable  Kindnefs,  and  had  all  the  Conveniencics 
we  could  poffibly  delire.  Mr.  Fetherfione^  fince  his 
coming  hither  from  Venice^  had  been  extremely  troubled 
with  a  kind  of  baflard  Pleurify  ;  but  as  he  was  a  Man  of 
great  Firmnefs  and  Refolution,  he  was  fo  apprehenfive 
of  delaying  our  Affairs  as  well  as  his  own,  if  he  fhould 
have  Recourfe  here  to  the  Advice  of  Phyficians,  that  he 
contented  himfelf  to  the  Ufe  of  fuch  fimple  Medicmes 
as  either  Reafon  or  Experience  acquainted  him  with,  in 
hopes  that  thefe,  with  the  Help  of  a  very  regular  Diet, 
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might  reftore  him  to  Health.  But  in  this  he  was  de- 
ceived, for  by  the  frequent  Returns  of  his  Diftemper,  he 
was  fo  exceedingly  weaken'd,  that  in  the  Space  of  a 
Fortnight  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  Room. 

In  this  Condition,  I,  without  acquainting  him,  fent  for 
an  eminent  Phyfician,  whofe  Name  was  Ricardi,  who  de- 
clared the  Patient  in  a  very  dangerous  Way,  order'd  foms  ' 
Blood  to  be  taken  away,  and  the  next  Day  prefcribed 
him  a  kind  of  PoUet-drink,  which  by  its  Smell  and  Tafte 
appeared  to  be  flrongly  loaded  with  urinous  Salts ;  by 
the  Ufe  of  this,  and  fome  oily  Di^aughts,  my  Friend  re- 
covered flowly,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Phyfician  de- 
clared that  it  would  by  no  Means  be  fafe  for  him  to  think 
of  going  to  Sea,  efpecially  at  this  Seafon  of  the  Year ; 
which  induced  a  new  Change  in  our  AlFairs,  and  en- 
gaged us  to  refolve  that  Mr.  Fetherjlone  fhould  remain  at 
.  Leghorn^  and  that  JohnfoJi  fhould  attend  him.  There 
was  a  Neceffity  of  coming  to  this  Refolution,  becaufe 
the  French  Ship,  in  which  we  were  to  make  our  Paffage, 
propofed  to  fail  by  the  tenth  of  December, 

I N  the  Time  that  upon  this  Qccafion  I  flaid  at  Leg- 
horn^ I  was  entirely  acquainted  with  one  Mr.  Wood,  the 
Grandfon  of  Capt.  IVood,  fo  famous  for  his  many  long 
Voyages,  which  turned,  however,  but  little  to  his  Pro- 
fit. This  Gentlem.an  lived  on  a  fmall  Fortune,  acqui- 
red by  his  Father  in  the  Service  of  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
thumherland,  whofe  Son  I  faw  more  than  once  in  Italy^ 
and  whoie  Grandfon  was  at  this  Time  Page  of  Honour 
to  the  Eledtor  of  Bavaria,  As  I  was  always  jealous  of 
the  Honour  of  my  Country,  I  could  not  help  hearing 
with  the  greateft  Satisfadlion  the  Praifes  given  to  the  late 
Duke  j  nor  was  I  lefs  amazed  at  my  own  Ignorance  in 
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tlvs  Point,  who  knew  not  *till  I  came  into  this  Country, 
that  there  was  any  fuch  Perfon  as  this  Duke  in  the 
World. 

A  s  for  Mr.  Fetherjione^  he  was  tolerably  acquainted 
with  his  Hiftory,  and  for  my  Friend  Perez^  he  almoft 
adored  his  Memory  on  account  of  his  being  one  of  the 
Adeptly  and  who  was  generally  held  to  have  poflefled,  if 
ever  Man  did,  the  Philofopher's  Stone.  Having  colle6t- 
ed  from  my  Friends  the  beft  Materials  I  could,  and 
compared  them  with  fuch  Books  as  I  could  get  a  Sight  of 
at  Leghorn^  I  drew  up  the  following  Memorial  concerning 
this  extraordinary  Perfon,  and  his  mofl  wonderful  Ad- 
ventures. 

RO  B  E  R  T  Dudley  y  Earl  of  Leicefter^  fo  well  known 
to  the  World  by  the  Favour  he  lived  in  with  his  Miftrefs 
Queen  Elizabeth,  cohabited  for  many  Years  with  the 
Lady  Douglafs  Sheffield,  as  his  Wife,  and  had  by  her 
a  Son  and  Daughter.  The  Son  was  called  after  his  Fa- 
ther, Robert,  and  bred  up  with  as  much  Care  as  if  he 
had  been  intended  for  the  Heir  of  his  Father's  Fortunes 
and  Titles ;  and  fo  indeed  he  ought  to  have  been,  fince 
his  Mother,  v/ho  was  the  Daughter  of  the  Lord  Hoivard 
o^  Effingham,  and  the  Widow  of  the  Lord  Sheff^eld^ 
was  no  unworthy  Match  for  his  Father,  and  as  certainly 
married  to  him  as  ever  any  Woman  was  to  her  Husband. 
But  it  was  the  Earl's  Misfortune  frequently  to  change 
his  Views  in  Love,  as  well  as  Politics,  and  to  flick  at  no- 
thing to  carry  the  Points  which  at  any  Time  ftruck  his 
Imagination.  The  Wife  of  the  Earl  of  EJfex  eclipfed 
not  only  the  Lady  Douglafs,  but  his  many  Miflrefles  % 
fo  that  being  defirous  to  transfer  his  Honours  and  Ellates 
to  his  IlTue  by  this  Lady  who  was  with  Child  by  him. 
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during  her  Husband's  Life,  he  is  faid  to  have  procured 
the  Death  of  that  Earl  j  and  thus,  notwithftanding  his 
former  Marriage,  he  took  the  Widow  twice  to  Wife ; 
Once  privately  for  his  own  Satisfadtion,  and  again  to 
pleafe  her  Father  Sir  Francis  KnoUes^  in  his,  the  Earl  of 
JVarivicFs,  and  the  Lord  North's  Prefence. 

A  s  for  the  Lady  Douglas^  he  firft  offered  her  feven 
hundred,  then  a  thoufand  Pound  per  Annum  to  deny 
her  Marriage,  and  ballardize  her  Children  ;  hut  fhe  re- 
fufing  thefe  and  all  other  Conditions,  another  Method 
was  try'd,  familiar  enough  to  his  Lordfhip,  whereby  fhe 
loft  her  Hair  and  Naih^  and  was  fo  efie6tually  frighted, 
that  to  fave  him  the  Trouble  of  any  future  Attempts, 
fhe  married  Sir  Edward  Strafford^  a  Man  of  noble 
Birth,  and  of  diftinguifhed  Abilities, ,  the  Queen's  Am- 
balTador  to  France. 

All  this  Time  the  young  Robert  Dudley  remained 
under  the  Care  of  his  Father,  who  though  he  took  Care 
on  all  Occafions  to  call  him  his  bafe  Son,  yet  in  other 
Refpeds  he  abated  nothing  of  his  Tendernefs  towards 
him.  When  he  grew  up,  he  was  fent  to  Chrijl-Church 
College  in  Oxford^  of  which  Univerfity  his  Father  was 
Chancellor.  There  the  young  Man  very  early  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  his  furprizing  Abilities,  rivalling  while 
a  Youth,  the  moft  knowing  in  the  Univerfity,  efpecially 
in  the  Mathematics.  What  was  flill  more  wonderful, 
he  excell'd  no  lefs  in  Studies  of  another,  or  rather  op- 
pofite  Nature,  viz.  Politics,  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
furpafled  in  his  Exercifes  the  moft  fprightly  of  the  No- 
bility. 

W  H  E  N  he  was  but  a  very  young  Man,  he  addided 
himfelf  to  Chemiltry,  afF^<^d  miich  all  new  Difcoveries 


in  Navigation,  and,  after  his  Father's  Death,  who  tho' 
he  again  declared  him  his  bafe  Son  by  his  Will,  left  him 
all  that  was  in  his  Power,  exerted  himfelf  in  a  very  lau- 
dable Manner  in  the  Encouragement  of  Trade,  Manu- 
factures, fettling  of  Colonies,  and  whatever  elfe  con- 
tributed to  national  Glory.  His  Knowledge  made  him 
cfteemed  by  the  wifeft  Men,  his  Beneficence  caufed  him 
to  be  fjrrounded  with  fuch  ingenious  Men  as  were  in 
Diftrefs,  whom  he  liberally  relieved,  and  with  whom  he 
familiarly  converfed  ;  at  length,  in  the  Year  1594, 
taking  to  heart  the  many  Mifcarriages  of  the  EfigU/h  in 
the  South  Seas,  he  fitted  out  three  fmall  Ships  at  his  own 
Expence,  determining  alfo  to  hazard  his  Perfon  for  re- 
trieving the  Reputation  of  the  Englijh  Seamen  in  that 
Part  of  the  World,  and  for  making  fuch  Difcoveries  as 
might  redound  to  the  Service  of  the  State. 

Bu  T  when  all  Things  were  ready,  Queen  Elizabeth 
abfoluteiy  refufed  him  a  Licence,  faying.  It  became  her, 
as  the  Mother  of  her  People,  to  prevent  their  lavifliing 
away  their  Lives  in  fuch  vain  Expeditions ;  however, 
fhe  gave  him  Leave  to  fail  into  the  Weft  Indies^  which 
he  accepted,  though  he  knew  that  Voyage  could  not 
pofTibly  turn  to  his  Account.  At  his  firft  failing  from 
England^  he  loft  the  Company  of  his  fecond  Ship,  and 
never  recovered  her ;  however,  he  proceeded  in  his 
Courfe,  and  with  his  two  fmall  Veflels  took  and  funk 
nine  Spanifi  Ships,  and  in  his  Return  engaged  in  his  lit- 
tle Frigate  a  very  large  Ship  of  War,  'till  fuch  Time  as 
all  his  Powder  was  fpent,  and  then  out-failed  her,  tho* 
it  was  afterwards  known  that  fhe  founder'd  at  Sea,  and 
was  loft  with  all  her  Crew.  In  1595,  he  returned  fafe 
to  LQ?ido?j^  and  was  fome  time  after  knighted. 
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During  the  reft  of  Queen  Elizabeths  Reign,  he  ■ 
diHinguifhed  himfelf  by  encouraging  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
Power  all  the  new  Branches  of  Trade  which  were  open- 
ed by  our  Merchants,  either  to  the  Eaft  or  Weft.     He 
married  the  Lady  Alice ^  by  whom  he  had  two  Daugh- 
ters, and  for  ought  I  know  other  Children,     On  King 
James's  coming  to  the   Crown,    he  attempted  in  the 
Court  of  Star-chamber  to  prove  the  Legitimacy  of  his 
Birth.    To  this  Purpofe,  his  Mother,  the  Lady  Douglafsy 
was  examined,  who  depofed,  that  fhe  was  lawfully  and 
folemnly  married  at  J/her  in  the  County  of  Surry,  to 
the  Earl  of  Leceijler,   in  the  Prefence  of  Sir  Edward 
Horfey^  who  gave  her  in  Marriage,  Robert  Sheffield,  Efq; 
and  eight  other  Perfons.     It  appeared  likewife  in  Evi- 
dence, that  the  Ring  with  which  fhe  was  married,  was 
fet  with  five  pointed  Diamonds,  and  a  Table  Diamond  ; 
which  Ring  had  been  given  to  the  Earl  of  Leicejler  by 
the  old  Earl  of  Pembroke,  with  this  Injunction,  never 
to  part  with  it  but  to  the  Lady  he  made  his  Wife„ 
The  Lady  Parker  depofed  at  the  fame  time,  that  fhe 
had  feen  and  read  at  the  very  Time  it  was  delivered  to 
iht  Lady  Douglafi,  a  Letter  felicitating  her  on  the  Birth 
of  her  Son  Robert,  fubfcribed.  Your  loving   Hufband, 
Leicejler, 

B  u  T  on  a  fudden  the  King  fent  an  Order  to  ftay  all 
Proceedings  in  this  Caufe,  and  forbid  the  Publication  of 
any  of  the  Depofitions.  Soon  after  an  Information  was 
exhibited  againft  fuch  as  had  been  examined  for  entering 
into  a  Confpiracy  againft  the  Honour  of  Lettice  Coun- 
tefs  of  Leicejler  ;  whereupon  Sir  Robert  Dudley  refolved 
to  leave  his  native  Country, 
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With  this  View  he  procured  a  Licen<!:e  to  travel  for 
three  Years,  though  he  certainly  intended  not  to  return 
fo  early  at  leaft,  if  at  all.  He  took  with  him  the  Daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Robert  Southwell^  and  left  his  Wife,  by  whom 
he  had  two  Daughters,  behind  him,  with  her  Children. 
Travelling  into  Italy^  after  vifiting  other  Courts,  he 
fettled  at  that  of  the  great  Duke  of  Tufcariy^  where  he 
lived  with  fuch  Luftre,  that  it  was  currently  reported, 
and  generally  believed,  he  either  had  the  Philofopher's 
Stone,  or  fome  other  Secret  of  the  fame,  though  it 
might  be  of  an  inferior  Nature.  Here  it  was  that  he 
made  a  grand  Difplay  of  his  vaft  Abilities  in  the  pradti- 
cal  Mathematics,  by  projedling  the  Re-eftablifhment  of 
Leghorn^  for  Thofe  who  pretend  it  Was  built  by  him, 
are  in  a  prodigious  Error. 

It  anciently  belonged  to  the  Pifans^  and  was  by  them 
rendered  a  commodious  Port,  and  a  tolerable  City  ;  fall- 
ing into  the  Hands  of  the  Flore?itines^  it  funk  into  a 
very  low  Condition ;  from  whence  it  was  recovered  by 
the  Interpofition  of  Sir  Robert  Dudley^  who  contrived  a 
Method  of  cleanfing  the  Marfhes,  and  thereby  amending 
the  Air,  the  Unwholefomenefs  of  which  had  been  the 
chief  Occafion  of  its  Defertion.  He  likewife  advifed 
the  declaring  it  a  Free  Port^  and  pointed  out  the  vaft 
Advantages  which  w^ould  accrue  to  the  Grand  Duke 
thereby.  One  grand  Objection  that  he  overcame  was 
this,  that  even  according  to  his  own  Projed  the  Port  of 
Leghorn^  however,  fair  in  Shew,  would  never  be  capable 
of  receiving  large  Ships ;  and  if  thefe  again  were  fuffered 
to  ride  in  the  Road,  they  would  not  be  under  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Guns  from  the  Fort ;  fo  that  after  a  vaft 
Expense  the  Grand  Dukg  wQuld  have  no  Security  of 
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feeing  any  Part  Of  his  Money  returnM,  but  lye  in  a 
Manner  at  the  Mercy  of  Strangers. 

Sir  i^^^^r/ obferved  that  it  was  on  this  very  Situation 
he  built  all  his  Hopes,  that  what  was  called  Want  of 
Security,  was  the  beft  Security  in  the  World,  for  it 
would  induce  Traders  to  anchor  there  rather  than  in  any 
other  Port.  Two  other  Things  he  advifed,  which  have 
been  pretty  well  kept  up  to,  viz.  the  laying  but  one 
Piall:er  on  a  Bale  of  Goods,  let  its  Bulk  or  Value  be 
what  it  will;  the  other,  that  MeJJieurs  the  Inquifttors 
would  be  pleafed  to  wink  at  Strangers,  and  not  pretend 
to  inquire  into  the  Religion  of  Thofe  who  came  to  do 
their  Bulinefs,  and  not  to  make  or  be  made  Profelytes. 
This  Nobleman  afterwards  built  a  very  fine  Houfe  at 
Florence^  where  he  was  very  confpicuoufly  the  Patron  of 
the  Learned,  the  Induftrious,  and  the  Ingenious.  For 
his  rare  Merit  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  the  lid,  created 
him  a  Duke  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire.  The  Englijh 
generally  ilile  him  Duke  of  NQrthumberla7td^  but  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Country  called  him  Duke  de  Berlich. 
But  it  is  now  Time  to  return  to  his  Affairs  in  England, 

He  had  not  been  long  out  of  the  Kingdom  before  the 
Enemies  of  his  Family  procured  a  privy  Seal  to  recall 
him  ;  which  he  not  obeying,  his  Eftates  v/ere  feized. 
Afterwards,  however.  Prince  Henry  having  a  Mind  to 
purchafe  the  Caftle  of  Kenilworth^  and  Lands  belonging 
thereto.  Sir  Robert  was  treated  with  in  order  to  part  with 
his  Right,  which  (ox  fourteen  thoufand  five  kindred  Founds 
he  confented  to  do,  though  the  Purchafe,  was  worth 
forty  thoufand.  His  Highnefs  had  thereupon  PofielTion 
given  him,  yet  Sir  Robert  Dudley  never  received  one 
Shilling,     Three  thoufand  Pounds,  Part  of  the  Purchafe 
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Money,  ,was  paid  to  an  Efiglijh  Merchant  who  failed';' 
snd  Prince  Henry  dying,  the  Eltate  defcended  to  Prince 
Charles^  and  all  Hopes  of  the  Money  were  loft. 

In  the  Year  162 1,  however,  a  new  Agreement  was 
made  with  the  Lady  Jlice,  Wife  to  Sir  Robert  Dudley  ; 
in  Confequence  of  which,  an  A6t  of  Parliament  pafled 
to  enable  her  to  convey  all  his  Eftates  as  if  fhe  was  a 
lingle  Woman,  and  legally  pollefled  of  them,  in  Con- 
fideration  of  certain  perpetual  Annuities  granted  to  her 
and  her  Daughters  i  which,  however,  neither  fhe  nor 
they  ever  received.  Bat  a  long  Time  afterwards,  I 
think,  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War^  this 
Lady,  who  was  ftill  living,  was  by  Letters  Patents  un- 
der the  Great  Seal,  created  a  Dutchefs,  with  Precedency 
to  her  felf  and  Daughters,  according  to  the  Patent  grant- 
ed by  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  to  her  Hufband.  Thefe 
two  Daughters,  viz,  the  Lady  Catherine^  and  the  Lady 
Anne  were  married,  the  former  to  Sir  Richard  Levefon^ 
the  latter  to  Sir  Robert  Holbourn, 

This  Duke,  who  fpent  the  reft  of  his  Life  for  the 
moft  part  at  Florence^  had  Iflue  two  Sons,  and  feveral 
Daughters,  hy  the  Lady  he  carried  from  England,  The 
eldeft  of  thefe  Sons  fucceeded  him  in  his  Title,  the  fe- 
cond  was  an  Ecclefiaftick  in  France  \  his  Daughters 
married  Perfons  of  great  Quality,  and  the  eldeft  of  them 
was  at  this  Time  living,  being  married  for  the  fecond 
Time  to  the  Marquis  Paleoti^  by  whom  fhe  has  Iflue. 
The  prefent  Duke  of  Northiunberland^  as  he  is  called, 
was  formerly  High  Steward  to  the  Queen  of  Sweden^ 
from  whom  he  had  a  Penlion  of  ^\7i  hundred  Crowns  per 
Anniim^ 
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He  aifo  hath  two  Sons,  but  is  not  elleemed  rich,  and 
therefore  I  think  the  Englijh  do  not  pay  him  much 
Court.  I  have  known  many  who  took  him  for  a  Knight- 
Errant,  and  a  Man  of  no  Birth.  This  ftrange  Inaecu- 
racy  amongft  our  Countrymen  makes  Strangers  conceive 
oddly  of  them  ;  and  indeed  not  without  Reafon,  For 
undoubtedly,'  never  any  Man  was  worfe  treated  than  Sir 
Robert  Dudley^  who  was  punifhed  for  the  Crimes  of  his 
Father,  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nature,  of  Nations, 
and  of  his  Country.  To  deny  therefore  to  him  of  his 
Defcendants,  thofe  new  Honours  which  he  merited  from 
Foreign  Princes,  is  a  Mark  not  only  of  Injuftice,  but  of 
Unpolitenefs,  or  rather  Brutality.     But  enough  of  this. 

LEG  HO  R  N  is  a  very  pretty  Town,  extremely 
well  built,  and  appearing  fo  much  the  more  beautifulj 
becaufe  the  Streets  are  broad,  uniform,  and  ftrait,  all 
leading  to  the  large  Piazza  where  the  Merchants  meet. 
The  Place  is  very  well  fortified,  and  the  Citadel  is  of 
conliderable  Strength.  The  Mole  is  a  wonderful  Work, 
and  of  great  Security  to  the  Ships  which  lie  within  it  ^ 
the  Road  is  tolerably  fafe ;  but  in  truth  it  is  the  Privi- 
lege of  its  being  a  free  Port  which  caufes  fuch  a  mighty 
Reforc  to  Leghorn.  Should  any  of  the  Grand  Dukes 
venture  to  encreafe  their  Revenues  by  breaking  in  upon 
this  Privilege,  we  fhould  fee  it  deferted,  as  many  of  the 
Ports  of  Italy  are  already.  On  the  Key  there  is  a  very 
fine  Statue  of  Ferdinand  I.  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
fupported  by  four  Slaves. 

There  were  at  this  Time  feveral  very  eminent  Eng^ 
lijh  Merchants  in  Leghorn^  viz.  Mr.  Foot^  Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  iS^rZ?,  Mr.  Sidney^  Mr.  Hatton^  Mr.  Dethick^  kc. 
But  our  Bufmefs  lay  with  Jacob  Francia  a  Jew,  a  very 

M  %  rich 


[  i64  ] 

rich  Man,  and  of  a  fair  Reputation.     Of  his  Nation 
there  are  great  Numbers  at  Leghorn^  who  have  a  Quar- 
ter to  themfelves,  and  are  not  troubled  on  Account  of 
their  Religion.     There  are  many  Tiirkifi  Slaves  who  go 
up  and  down  with  a  little  Lock  upon  their  Legs,  and 
are  permitted  to  ply  as  Porters  for  their  Bread,  paying  an 
Acknowledgment  to  their  Patron.     This  is  an  excellent 
School  for    fuch  as  intend  to  underftand  the  Levant 
Tradej  becaufe  they  have  here  greater  Opportunities  of 
converling  w^ith  Foreigners,  fuch  as  Greeks^  Armenians, 
and  Jeius,  who  have  travelled  through  the  Turkjjh  Em- 
pire,  than  any  where  elfe,  and  therefore,    though  we 
remained  longer  than  w^e  at  firft  expe6ted,  it  was  with 
very  great  Regret  that  I  left  it  fo  foon,  before  I  had 
Time  to  make  many  Acquaintances,  or  could  furnifh 
my  Ifelf  with  fuch  further  Inftruclions  as  I  thought  ne- 
celFary   for  purfuing  with  Succefs  the"  Bufmefs  I  went 
about. 

I  N  this  City  there  refided  one  Jacobin  who  had  been 
Captain  of  a  trading  Veflel,  but  had  now  raifed  an 
Eilate  on  which  he  lived  very  handfomely.  He  was  a 
great  Lover  of  Chemiltry,  and  underftood  it  pretty  well. 
This  Gentleman  affirmed,  that  fiv-e  and  twenty  Years 
before,  I  think  in  the  Year  1646,  a  Perfon  lodged  in 
the  Houfe  of  a  Jew  of  his  Acquaintance,  the  Man  was 
a  Stranger,  without  Recommendation  to  any  Body,  but 
of  very  courteous  Behaviour,,  and  who  appeared  to  have 
more  than  ordinary  Learning.  This  Stranger  having 
iieard  of  Captain  Jacohl's  Inclination  for  Chemiftry,  and 
that  he  was  very  delirous  of  knowing  whether  there  was 
fuch  a  Thing  pradicablc  as  Tranfmutathn  of  Metals, 
defired  tQ  fpcak  with  liim  i  and  hgying  iirft  obtained  his 
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Promife,  that  he  would  fay  nothing  of  what  pafTed  be- 
tween them  'till  a  certain  Time  after  his  Departure.  He 
deiired  the  Captain  to  bring  him  a  brafs  Candlellick, 
which  having  melted  before  his  Face,  he  turned  imme- 
diately miofine  Gold. 

I  HAVE  heard  many  fuch  Stories  without  giving  much 
Credit,  or  indeed  without  taking  much  Notice  of  them  ; 
neither  can  I  abfolutely  believe  this ;  but  I  have  fet  it 
down,  becaufe  Capt.  Jacobi  was  elleemed  a  Man  of 
Honour. 

There  was  alfo  in  Leghorn  one  Veneroni^  a  Venetian-, 
whom  himfelf  ftiled  a  Phylician,  and  whom  the  Phyli- 
cians  called  a  Quack  :  He  had  a  Nojlrum  for  curing  the 
Neapolitan  Difeafe,  which  he  performed  with  very  gentle 
Phyfic ;  of  which  it  was  known  the  chief  Ingredient 
was  Senna ^  and  a  Diet  Drink  very  pleafant  to  the  Talle. 
He  likewife  cured  Leprofies,  and  all  extraordinary  Foul- 
neffes  of  the  Skin,  chiefly  by  a  Diet  of  Chickens  and 
Capons,  nourifhed  with  the  Flefh  of  Vipers,  The  Phy- 
licians  would  have  bought  his  Nojlrum^  but  he  refufed  to 
part  with  it,  upon  which  they  decry'd  him  ;  however, 
he  iias  got  a  great  deal  of  Credit  as  well  as  Money.  It 
was  obferved,  that  of  late  Years  this  Man  afFeded  to 
appear  very  religious,  which  fome  attribute  to  his  Fear 
of  the  Inquifition,  to  whom,  on  the  leaft  Scandal,  the 
Phylicians  would  get  him  denounced,  and  thereby  rid 
themfelves  of  fo  trcublefome  a  Rival. 

Three  or  four  Days  before  we  left  the  Place,  my 
Friend  'Perez  grew  very  uneafy.  He  had  at  a  CofFee- 
Koufe  refufed  a  Jew  his  Price  for  a  Watch ;  and  the 
Fellow  being  very  importunate,  he  at  lad  bid  him  be 
goup  in  a  pretty  quick  Tone.     Upon  this  the  Fellow 
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turned  about  and  told  him,  he  was  as  much  a  Jew  as 
himfelf;  that  he  had  fled  from  the  Inquifition  in  Spain^ 
and  that  he  fhould  not  remain  long  at  Liberty  if  he  ftaid 
in  Leghorn.  It  feems  this  Fellow  had  been  at  Genoa 
when  Endeavours  were  ufed  to  feize  Mr.  Perez  there. 
We  were  much  alarmed  at  this  Accident  \  but  it  had  no 
ill  EfFedSj  by  reafon  the  Jews  of  their  own  Accord 
obliged  the  Fellow  to  go  immediately  to  France^  fearing 
that  he  fhould  expofe  themfelves  to  the  Refentment  of 
Strangers  ;  and  that  if  this  Affair  made  a  Noife,  it  might 
prejudice  fome  of^heir  own  Relations  in  Spain,  How- 
ever, to  rid  Mr.  Perez  of  all  Apprehenfion,  I  got  an 
Apartment  for  him  in  the  Houfe  of  a  Britijh  Merchant, 
where  he  rem.ained  till  the  Veflel  was  ready  to  fail.  This 
is  an  In  fiance  of  the  natural  Infolence  of  the  Jews^ 
which  renders  them  fo  hateful  where-ever  they  refide. 

The  Day  preceding  that  on  which  we  fhould  have 
gone  on  Board,  a  Cor  fair  failed  out  of  the  Road,  and 
carried  with  him  abundance  of  Seamen  belonging  to  the 
Ships  then  in  the  Port.  T,  who  heard  the  Complaints  of 
moft  of  the  Captains,  and  particularly  of  him  with  whom 
I  was  to  fail,  took  ail  the  Pains  I  could  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  Nature  of  the  Bufinefs,  there  appearing  to  be 
in  it  the  ilrongeft  Gontradidions  in  the  World.  For, 
on  the  one  hand,  it  was  afferted,  that  Seamen  were  no 
where  better  treated  than  on  board  the  VelTels  in  the 
Merchants  Service  trading  to  the  Levant  ;  and  that  on 
the  contrary,  in  thefe  Corfairs^  or  Crufals^  the  Men 
were  ufed  like  Slaves,  detained  fometimes  five  or  fix 
Years,  and  at  length  fet  at  Liberty  without  a  Farthing  ii^ 
their  Pockets, 
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That  Sailors  of  all  Nations  fhould  quit  the  Mer- 
chants Service  to  go  on  Board  thefe  Privateers,  v^^as  there- 
fore to  me  the  oddeil  Myftery  in  the  World,  efpecially 
confideringthe  Infamy  attending  thatProfeffion,which  hin- 
ders Sailors  who  have  ever  been  on  Board  them  from  being 
employed  elfev^here,  for  fear  fome  of  their  old  Maxims 
fhould  flick  with  them,  and  put  them  upon  inviting 
their  Companions  to  mutiny,  which  Experience,  as  v/ell 
as  Reafon,  hath  fhewn  to  be  but  too  pradlicable  in  thefe 
Parts.  In  order  to  inform  my  Mf  on  thefe  Heads,  and 
of  the  Nature  of  thefe  cruiling  Voyages,  of  which  I 
had  heard  fo  many  extravagant  Stores,  I  refolved,  as  I 
was  to  go  in  the  Afternoon  to  take  my  Leave  of  Cap- 
tain Jacohi,^  to  delire  him  to  fet  me  right  a  little,  and  to 
give  me  fome  Idea  of  the  Charm.s  in  this  kind  of  Life, 
which  were  fo  flrong  as  to  engage  Men  to  leave  an  honeft 
and  comfortable  State  of  Life  for  immediate  "VVant,  and 
the  future  Profpedl  of  perpetual  Slavery,  impaling  alive, 
or  at  leafl  Indigence  and  Infamy,  as  long  as  they  lived. 

Captain  Jaccbi  enter'd  readily  into  the  Matter, 
and  gave  me  a  very  full  and  very  diilinifl  Account  of  the 
Management  of  the  Crufals.  He  began  with  obferving 
that  they  were  fitted  out  from  feveral  Ports  of  the  A^edi- 
terranean^  particularly  from  this  of  Leghor?!^  under  Co- 
lour of  cruiling  on  the  'Turks  and  other  Inpdeh  \  but  in 
truth,  to  make  Prize  of  all  Veilels  weaker  than  their  own. 
The  firfl  Thing,  faid  he,  confidersd  on  fuch  an  Under- 
taking is  the  Choice  of  a  Captain,  w^ho,  together  with 
the  Lieutenant,  and  other  Officers,  are  to  be  Men  of 
Experience,  fuch  as  have  made  at  leaft  one  Voyage  be- 
fore. For  thefe  Voyages  lafting  often  nine  Years,  one 
is  fufiicient  for  a  Man  to  gain  Experience.     The  Captain 
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and  Officers  being  fixed,  a  Ship  is  bought,  an  old  one 
generally,  which  is  well  fitted  up,  handfomely  painted 
and  fixteen  or  twenty  Brafs  Guns  put  on  board,  befides 
Patareroes.  As  to  the  Number  of  Men,  it  is  uncertain, 
however,  they  rarely  go  to  Sea  with  lefs  than  one^  or 
more  than  th?-ee  hundred.  I  perceive  what  you  want  to 
know  is,  how  they  come  by  thefe. 

I N  the  firft  place,  the  Captain  and  his  Officers  pick 
out  a  dozen  or  twenty  daring  defperate  Fellows  who 
know  not  how  to  live,  and  thefe  are  ftiled  Volunteers, 
Next  he  Hands  out  to  Sea  with  his  VelTel,  and  perhaps 
hovers  on  the  Coall  of  Corftca^  or  of  Sicily^  where  he 
takes  on  board  fuch  as  are  in  great  Fear  of  the  Gallows, 
fuch  as  have  been  condemned  for  Murder ,  Robbery,  or 
Sacrilege,  and,  by  the  Intereft  of  their  Friends,  are  per- 
mitted to  efcape  out  of  Prifon.  By  this  Time  the  Cap- 
tain has  Soldiers  enough ;  the  next  Thing  is  to  get  Sea- 
men. 

With  this  View  he  comes  again  into  this  Road,  and 
fends  on  fhoar  a  Dozen  or  Fourteen  of  his  Volunteers, 
who  infinuate  themfelves  into  the  Company  of  Sailors ; 
tell  them  Miracles  of  their  Captains  Valour,  Generofity, 
and  good  Fortune  ;  fwear  that  they  are  bound  by  their 
Agreement  with  their  Proprietors  to  return  to  Leghorn  in 
three  Years,  and  that  at  the  End  of  this  Space  they  pro-- 
pofe  to  divide  at  leaft  three  thoufand  Ducats  a  Man. 

A  s  foon  as  a  Seaman  liflens  to  his  Difcourfe,  and  be- 
gins to  talk  of  Wages,  he  tells  him  they  live  on  Board 
like  Gentlemen,  and  at  the  End  of  the  Cruife  receive 
their  Proportion  of  the  Prizes ;  but  that  as  they  may  at 
prefent  Hay  fomc  Time  in  Port,  the  Captain  will  readily 
advance  a  Seaman  he  likes  forty  or  fifty  Crowns,  or  to  a 
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very  clever  Fellow  (fuch  a  one  to  be  fure  as  the  Volun- 
teer talks  to)  four/core  or  a  hundred ^  if  he  flands  in  need 
of  them.  Upon  this,  the  Sailor  delires  to  be  introduced 
to  the  Captain,  who  at  his  Audience  hath  three  or 
four  of  his  People  by,  ready  to  catch  the  Words  before 
they  are  half  out  of  his  Mouth,  and  to  fwear  to  the 
Truth  of  all  he  fays.  This  Interview  ifllies  in  an  Agree- 
ment with  the  Stranger,  and  an  Advance  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  Crowns,  which  the  Man  is  fufFered  to  fpend  ia 
running  up  and  down  Leghorn^  but  never  without  a  Spy 
in  his  Company,  whom  he  generally  treats  as  his 
Friend. 

When  the  Money  Is  cut,  this  Fellow  puts  him 
upon  asking  for  more,  purfuant  to  the  extravagant  A- 
greement  made  with  him  at  firft.  Upon  his  Applica- 
tion to  the  Captain,  he  is  very  probably  kept  to  Dinner 
with  him,  and  invited  to  drink  pretty  htdy  after  it  ; 
when  he  is  mellow,  the  Captain  goes  to  reach  him  the 
Money,  but  finding  he  has  not  much  on  Shore,  he  gives 
him  an  Order  upon  the  Lieutenant  for  the  Sum  he  de- 
fires,  and  at  the  fame  Time  another  very  exprefs  Or- 
der, that  after  receiving  the  Money  he  fhall  be  permitted 
to  come  on  Shore,  which  however  the  Lieutenant  con- 
ftrues  into  a  very  ftri6l  Command  to  keep  him  clofe  on 
Board,  which  he  does  not  fail  to  do,  without  giving  him 
a  Dollar. 

By  thefe  Pradices  the  Ship  is  mann'd  with  French ^ 
EngJiJ})^  Dutch^  and  Fle?m/h  Sailors,  for  Italian  Seamen 
are  not  fo  eafily  trapanned,  and  then  they  Hand  away 
for  the  Jrches^  where  tho'  every  Thing  they  lay  hold 
of  is  good  Prize  ;  yet  fo  much  Care  is  taken  to  look  up 
all  the  Sailors  Shares,  that  they  feldom  or  never  fee  a 
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Dollar,  or  get  a  Shoe  or  Stocking  of  their  own.  The 
Volunteers  are  their  Guards,  and  treat  them  like  Slaves. 
After  eight  or  nine  Years  the  Ship  returns  into  Port  in 
better  Condition  than  fhe  fail'd,  for  they  frequently 
break  up  new  Veflels  to  repair  her,  and  make  Ufe  of 
all  the  Carpenters  they  can  lay  hold  of  Gratis,  The 
Seamen  are  then  turned  adrift,  and  the  Proprietors^  be- 
iides  a  confiderable  Sum  of  ready  Money,  have  three  or 
four  Hundred,  fometimes  many  more  Slaves,  divided 
amongll  them, 

To  make  this  the  more  eafily  comprehended,  the 
Captain  was  pleafed  to  give  me  an  Account  of  a  very 
Itrange  Accident  w^hich  befell  Monlieur  Thevenot,  a 
very  learned  French  Traveller,  who  returning  from  a 
Pilgrimage  which  he  had  made  to  the  Holy  Land,  was 
taken  on  Board  a  French  Saique,  almoft  in  Sight  of  the 
Coaft  of  Syria,  by  a  Maltefe  Caper,  that  is  a  Cor  fair  ^ 
iitted  out  from  Malta,  not  one  of  the  Vejfels  of  the 
Order.  Thefe  Pirates  not  only  feized  the  Vellel  and 
Cargo,  but  ftript  alfo  the  Paffengers,  and  amongll 
others  M.  Thevenot  ilark  naked,  and  the  next  Day  fent 
ihem  afhore;  with  only  a  few  Rags  to  cover  their  Na- 
kednefs.  The  Port  they  landed  them  at  was  Jcra,  or 
Ptolemais,  where  there  happened  to  be  two  or  three 
French  Merchant  Ships  in  the  Harbour.  The  Turkifi 
Aga  thereupon  apply'd  himfelf  inllantly  to  the  French 
Conful,  and  told  him,  lince  this  Infult  had  been  offered 
to  his  Mailer's  Subje6ls  almoft  within  Sight  of  the  Place, 
he  mull  infill  on  his  giving  Orders  to  the  French  Cap- 
tains to  give  Chace  to  the  Corfair,  offering  to  accom* 
pany  them  in  Perfon  with  three  or  four  fmall  arm'd 
Barks.    7' he  Conful  could  not  avoid  complying  with 

thi.^ 


[  ^71  ] 

this  Requeft,  the  French  Captains  fpent  the  Night  In 
putting  their  Veflels  in  order,  and  in  the  grey  of  the 
Morning  flood  to  Sea  with  the  Turlijh  Barks.  As  foon 
as  the  Corfair  faw  them,  her  Crew  cut  the  Cables,  and 
crowded  all  the  Sail  they  could  ;  they  chaced  them  how- 
ever fome  Hours,  and  the  Turhjh  Barks  fired  at  them, 
^tho'  to  no  Purpofe  ;  at  length  they  gave  over,  and  re- 
turned into  Port.  As  foon  as  the  Jga  had  debarqued  his 
Troops,  he  went  to  pay  his  Compliments  to  the  French 
Conful  which  he  did  to  this  Purpofe.  /  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  AJfiJlance  yon  fo  readily  accorded  me,  I  have 
done  my  Duty^  and  am  not  firry  we  did  not  fucceed^  fince 
hozu  much  Villains  foever  thefe  People  may  be^  you  could 
not  help  feeing  with  Regret  fo  many  Men^  fome  perhaps 
of  your  Country^  all  of  your  Religion^  impaled  alive ^  a  Fate 
from  which  I  could  not  pojfibly  have  excufed  them.  The 
Conful  on  his  Part  congratulated  th.e  Aga  on  his  Inte- 
grity, and  fo  this  Bufinefs  ended. 

Not  long  fince  a  Frenchman  of  Birth,  addidled  him- 
felf  to  this  Way  of  living,  and  became  Captain  of  a 
Veflel  which  carried  Livorneze  Colours.  As  he  was  a 
very  enterprizing  Man,  he  quickly  rendered  himfelf  very 
famous  throughout  the  Archipelago^  having  fometimes 
adventured  to  land,  and  take  Prifoners  within  a  Day's 
Journey  of  Confantinople,  At  length  it  fo  happened^ 
that  he  went  afhore  on  a  Greek  Illand,  where  fome- 
time  before  the  People  had  rifen,  and  put  the  Grand 
Seignior's  Officers  to  Death.  Confcious  of  their  own 
Demierits,  and  dreading  the  Revenge  the  Turh  were 
about  to  take,  the  faithlefs  Greeks  feized  this  unhappy 
Captain.,  and  made  their  Peace,  by  delivering  him  up 
fo  the  Sultan^ 

He 


[    172    ] 

He  had  made  himfelf  fo  terrible  to  the  Turks^  that 
the  Grand  Seignior  had  a  Defire  to  fee  him  -,  he  was 
then  abfent  from  Conjiantinople^  and  the  Prifoner  was 
carried  where  the  Court  refided.  When  the  Grand 
Seignior  had  look'd  upon  him,  a  Man  of  the  Law  was 
ordered  to  tell  him  that  he  muft  become  a  Turk^  to 
which  he  anfwered,  /  am  in  your  Power ^  you  may  put 
me  to  what  Death  you  pie afe^  but  God  forbid  I  Jhould  re- 
deem my  Body  at  the  Expence  of  my  SouL  Three 
Hours  afterwards  he  was  beheaded,  and  his  Corpfe  by 
the  Grand  Vizir'' ^  Order  expofed  for  three  Days,  after 
which  the  Chriflians  were  fufFered  to  inter  it.  Such 
was  the  Account  my  Curiofity  procured  me  of  the 
Corfairs  of  the  Levant  and  their  Affairs,  Now  to  my 
own. 

All  our  Effefls  and  Baggage  being  on  Board  by 
the  8  th  of  December y  the  Captain  called  upon  us  in 
the  Evening,  to  defire  we  would  not  fail  to  be  ready 
before  Noon  the  next  Day,  We  fpent  the  greateft 
Part  of  the  Night  in  converilng  with  Mr.  FetherJIone, 
to  whom  we  promifed  to  fend  from  Alexandria,  what- 
ever we  met  of  Value,  with  Inftruclions  how  to  dif- 
pofe  of  it,  that  it  might  be  without  the  Reach  of  For- 
tune. He  and  my  Servant  Johnfon  on  the  other  Hand, 
gave  us  all  poiiible  AlTurance  of  their  Induftry  and 
Care  of  our  Interefts,  of  which  we  were,  perfedtly  well 
afured,  and  I  think  no  People  ever  did  truft  each  other 
io  much,  and  found  lefs  Occafion  to  repent  of  it.  The 
Week  before  we  parted  I  had  taken  into  my  Service 
one  Antonio  a  Portugueze,  who  had  been  Servant  for 
many  Years  to  the  lafl:  Venetian  Conful  at  Cairo,  This 
Man  was  recommended  to  me  as  a  Perfon  fober,  dili* 

gent^ 


[  173  1 

gent,  one  who  underllood  the  Language,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  Country,  which  Charader  I  con- 
fefs  he  anfwered  ;  but  he  had  fo  many  odd  peevifh  Hu- 
mours, that  Mr.  Perez  and  I  were  rather  his  Servants 
than  he  ours. 

It  had  been  my  Study  to  put  our  EfFe«fls  in  the  leaft 
Compafs  poflible,  and  with  that  View  I  had  contrived 
four  Chefts,  which  being  placed  two  on  the  Top  of 
the  other  Two,  made  an  exaft  Cube,  and  by  the  Help 
of  Steel  Rods  and  Rings  were  faftened  fo,  as  to  make  a 
convenient  Bale  if  put  on  Board  any  Vefiel,  or  where 
they  were  to  pafs  by  Land  Carriage,  they  were  fo  fitted 
as  to  make  two  Bales  j  or  if  that  was  inconvenient, 
might  be  divided  into  four. 

Besides  this  Mr.  Perez  had  two  large  Cloak  Bags 
to  himfelf,  and  I  one,  with  a  portable  Cabinet  bought 
at  Verona  of  a  German  Chemift  for  fifty  Ducats.  It 
contained  a  compleat  Apothecai'f^  Shop,  furnifned  with 
Galenical  and  Chemical  Medicines  ;  and  belides  its  Con- 
veniency,  was  of  admirable  Ufe  in  linking  the  Turks 
and  Arabs  with  Wonder,  the  Doors,  Lids,  Bottoms, 
and  Pedeilals  being  all  filled  with  Drawers,  Cells,  and 
other  Conveniencies,  which  turning  out  fuddenly,  and 
as  it  were  of  themfelves,  by  touching  Buttons  fixed  up- 
on Strings,  feemed  very  pleafant  and  ftrange,  efpecially 
to  a  Beholder  unaccuftom'd  to  fuch  Things.  All  thefe 
Matters,  together  with  fuch  Provifions  as  were  neceflary 
in  the  Paflage,  we  got  on  Board  by  the  Time  pre- 
fcribed. 

On  the  9th  of  December^  about  Seven  in  the  Morn- 
ing,  the  Wind  blowing  fair,  the  Captain  came  to  hurry 
us  on  Bo?jdj  we  chearfully  obeyed  his  Summons  >  but 
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the  Wind  chopping  about,  he  was  in  feme  Doubt  as  to 
putting  out  to  Sea,  but  between  three  and  four  it  blew 
fair  again,  and  we  failed  with  all  the  Tokens  of  a  pro- 
fperous  Voyage  ;  the  tenth,  eleventh  and  twelfth,  the 
Wind  continued  fair,  but  fometimes  it  blew  pretty  hard, 
the  thirteenth  we  pafled  the  Scheirches,  The  fame  Day 
we  faw  Mafata^  a  Maritime  Town  in  Sicily,  The 
fourteenth  in  the  Morning  we  had  the  Ifland  Gozo  in 
View,  and  in  the  Afternoon  we  entered  the  Haven  of 
Malta^  where  Mr.  Perez  and  I  immediately  went  a- 
fhore,  and  took  up  our  Lodgings  at  the  Houfe  of  one 
Mr.  Nicolas  a  Frenchman^  with  whom  alfo  our  Captain 
lodged  while  we  ftaid.  It  feems  he  had  more  Bufinefs 
in  this  Ifland  than  we  were  aware  of^  for  the  fame 
Evening  at  Supper  he  told  us,  that  he  believed  he  fhould 
not  fail  in  a  Fortnight,  or  perhaps  twenty  Days,  which 
determined  us  to  vifit  the  Ifland,  and  gave  me  an  Op- 
portunity of  pradlifing  iirfl  the  Rules  I  had  laid  down 
to  myfelf,  as  to  the  Method  of  my  Inquiries  during 
my  Travels. 

There  are  about  the  Haven  of  Malta  three  Cities, 
of  which  in  the  Order  we  faw  them.  Firji^  the  City 
of  Valetta^  fo  called  from  the  Grand  Mailer  who  io 
gallantly  defended  the  Ifland  againll  the  Tiirhy  it  was 
built  Jmio  Domini  1566,  and  ftands  between ,  the  great 
and  little  Ports,  extremely  well  fortified,  and  farther  fe- 
cured  by  the  Vicinity  of  the  Caftle  of  St.  Elino^  which 
many  Engineers  have  pronounced  impregnable,  yet  I 
believe  its  greateft  Strength  lies  in  the  Valour  of  the 
Knights  who  guard  it.  It  is  built  upon  the  very  Point 
of  Land,  with  a  grand  Piazza  before  it,  under  which 
is  a  vaft  Magazine  of  all  forts  of  Commodities.    In  it 
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the  Knights  are  imprifoned  for  Offences,  and  in  the 
midft  of  it  is  a  Tower,  from  the  Top  of  which  there 
is  a  fair  Profpeft  of  the  whole  Ifland. 

A  s  to  the  City  itfelf,  it  is  as  regular  as  the  Nature 
of  its  Situation,  on  a  Rock  will  allow  it.     The  Streets 
are  not  paved,  nor  is  it  very  necelTary,  they  are  a  little 
uneven,  except  the  two  chief  Streets,   where  live  the 
Merchants  and  moil  eminent  Citizens.     There  may  be 
in  this   Place  about  2000  Houfes,  and    loooo  Inhabi- 
tants,   allowing  five  to  a  Houfe  ;  thefe  for  the  moll  part 
are  low  built,  and   tho'  tollerably  convenient,  yet  not 
beautiful  to  the  Eye,  by  Realbn  of  their  fiat  Roofs  co- 
vered with  a  neat  white  Plailler,  which  render  them 
very  convenient   in  the   Summer    Time,    the  People 
fleeping  there   for  the  Sake  of  Coolnefs,  happy  in  the 
clear    and  conllant  Temperature  of  their  Air,    which 
prevents  their  fuiFering  by  a  Cuftom  which  in  o±er  hot 
Countries  would  be    extremely  fatal.      Towards    the 
South  Well  there  is  a  very  llrong  Wall  with  BaHions, 
half  Moons,  and  other  Out-works,  and  beyond  it  about 
half  a  quarter  oi  an   Englifi  Mile,  another  Wall"  run- 
ning from  Port  to  Port.     Within  the  Space  included 
within   thefe  Walls,    the  Inhabitants   of  the   Ifland    in 
Cafe  of  a  Seige,  have  Room  to  encam.p  when   forced 
out  of  the  open  Country.     All  the  Bailions  arc  hollow, 
that  in  Cafe  of  Neceffity  they  may  be  blown  up,  moft: 
of  them  have  triple  Batteries,  and  fome  have  four,  well 
mounted,  and  in  good  Order, 

They  are  in  Time  of  Peace  kept  in  excellent  Or- 
der, and  on  fome  of  thetn  there  are  Convents  and  Gar- 
dens, which  are  very  airy  and  pleafant.  The  Cathedral 
Church  of  Stt  Joh?i  is  final  1,  but  very  fine,  neither  can 
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One  Fig;ure  to  one's  felf  a  grander  Sight  than  the  be- 
holding the  Grand  Majler  and  the  Great  Croffes,  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Order  at  their  Devotions.  There 
are  in  this  Cathedral  fcveral  neat  Chappels,  in  adorning 
of  which  no  Expence  hath  been  fpared.  The  Palace 
of  the  Grand  Majhr  doth  not  make  a  great  Figure, 
but  it  is  well  contrived,  and  well  furnifh'd  3  there  is  in 
it  a  large  Hall  finely  painted,  and  an  Armoury  which 
deferves  to  be  viewed,  there  being  Arms  kept  in  exad 
Order,  which  would  accommodate  25000  Men  at  lead, 
befides  the  little  Armoury,  which  belongs  to  the  Grand 
Majfer's  Houfhold^  and  is  alfo  very  curious. 

The  Infirmary  Hands  on  an  Ifland,  and  the  great 
Hofpital  is  a  noble  Building  -,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  the 
very  Glory  of  Malta.  Here  the  fick  are  provided  for 
much  better  J^an  they  could  be  in  their  own  Houfes ; 
there  are  but  rvvo  in  a  Room,  which  is  large  and  com- 
modious, every  Patient  having  two  Beds  for  change, 
and  a  Clofet  with  a  Lock  and  Key  to  himfelf.  The 
fick  are  ferved  by  the  Knights  in  Perfon,  their  Diet  is 
prefcribed  by  tiie  Phyficians,  and  brought  up  in  Silver 
Di/lies  J  fuch  exadl  Order  being  obferved,  and  every 
Thing  being  performed  with  fuch  Magnificence,  as 
furprizes  Strangers,  and  gives  them  a  high  Idea  of  the 
Charity  of  this  illuftrious  Order. 

The  Prifon  for  the  Slaves  is  a  very  confiderable 
Place,  it  is  a  fine  fquare  Building  adorned  with  a  Piazza, 
and  at  leaft  2000  Slaves  belonging  to  the  Order  lodge 
therein,  fometimes  there  arc  three  or  four  Thoufand  ; 
when  thefe  are  out  at  Sea,  as  they  muft  be  when  the 
Gallies  of  the  Order  go  on  any  Expedition,  then  the 
Slaves  of  the  Inhjibitants   are  permitted  to  lie    here, 
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Gtherwife  they  lodge  at  Home.  Thefe  People,  as  at 
Leghorn^  have  only  a  fmall  Lock  on  their  Ankles,  and 
are  permitted  to  go  at  large  in  the  Illand,  it  being 
a] moll  impradlicable  for  them  to  make  their  Efcape. 

Crossing  the  Harbour,  you  go  over  another  City, 
called  formerly  //  Borgo,  but  iince  the  repulfing  of  the 
Turks  in  1565,  Citta  Vittor'iofa  \  it  is  not  very  large, 
built  upon  a  Tongue  of  Land  thruft  out  into  the  Sea, 
at  the  End  of  which  is  the  Caftle  of  St.  Angelo ;  it  may 
contain  about  800  Houfes,  and  between  3  or  4000  In- 
habitants; here  are  four  or  five  Churches,  and  the 
molt  confide rable  Place  in  the  City  is  the  Palace  of  the 
Inquifitor.  Oppoiite  to  the  Neck  of  Land  whereon 
this  City  Hands,  there  is  another  Neck  juts  out,  upon 
which  Hands  a  third  City  or  great  Town,  called  Ulfola, 
i,  e.  The  Ifland,  covered  by  the  Caftle  of  St.  Michael^ 
called  Iince  the  railing  of  the  Siege  by  the  Turks,  La 
Citta  Invitta^  i.  e.  The  unconquered  City.  It  may 
contain  about  1000  Houfes,  and  betv/een  4  or  5000 
Inhabitants. 

In  the  Haven  between  the  Cities  laft  mentioned  lye 
the  Ships  and  Gallies  of  the  Order,  and  a  great  many 
other  Vefiels  (hut  up  with  a  Chain,  fo  that  none  can 
go  out  without  Leave  ;  higher  up  in  the  Ifland  ftands 
Citta  Veccia^  i.  e.  The  old  City,  the  ancient  Capital  of 
the  Ifland  ;  here  is  a  Cathedral  dedicated  to  St.  Peter ^ 
the  Bilhop  hath  a  Palace  here,  and  the  Place  is  furround- 
ed  with  very  ftrong  Walls,  and  good  Fortifications; 
tho'  the  Houfes  are  but  very  indifferent,  and  there  are 
but  i^^  People  of  Diftindlion  that  live  here,  tho'  the 
Place  is  large,  and  feems  to  have  been  formerly  much 
better  peopled  than  at  prefent, 
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Having  thus  fpoken  briefly  of  the  Cities  or  great 
Towns  in  this  Illand,  1  return  to  my  own  Affairs,  and 
fliall  then  give  a  fummary  Account  of  the  Soil,  Cli- 
mate, Inhabitants,  Government,  Wealth,  Trade,  ^c, 
of  Malta,  having  taken  extraordinary  Pains  to  be  well 
informed  as  to  all  thofe  Particulars. 

A  5/Vz7/tf;/  Phylician  whofe  Name  was  Sprotti,  and 
who  was  very  intimate  with  my  Landlord,  undertook 
to  fhew  me  the  Curiofities  of  the  Illand,  which  he  ac- 
cordingly performed.  We  rode  on  Afles,  which  car- 
ried us  perfectly  well,,  efpecially  for  the  firlt  Hour  or 
two  ;  for  at  length  the  poor  Creatures  are  apt  to  tire. 
We  faw  the  feveral  Houjes  of  Fleafurs  which  the  Grand 
Majler  hath  in  Malta,  the  Grotto  of  St.  Faul,  the  pe- 
trified Serpent's  Heads  and  Teeth,  the  Salt-Pits,  and 
other  Curiofities,  of  which  I  fliall  fpeak  hereafter.  This 
Phyfician,  tho'  a  Sicilian  by  Birth,,  and  educated  at 
Rome,  had  fpent  the  far  greater  part  of  his  Life  in  Mai- 
ta,  for  he  was  upwards  of  fifty,  and  had  refided  thirty 
iive  Years  in  la  Valetta,  lie  ^  had  taken  abundance  of 
Pains  in  colleding  whatever  had  been  publifh*d,  relating 
either  to  the  Place,  or  to  the  Order  of  St.  John ;  fo 
that  if  I  had  remained  there  three  or  four  Months,  I 
might  have  known  all  that  could  well  be  known  in  re- 
lation to  either.  His  two  great  Heroes  were  the  Grand 
Mafters  Valette  and  Vignacourty  of  whom  he  fpoke  con- 
tinually^ in  Raptures. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  John  de  la  Valette  Parifot,  was  a 
French  Gentleman  of  a  good  Family,  he  was  Knight 
of  the  Language  of  Provence,     He  was  a  Man  who,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  Expreflion,  had  the  Signature  of 
a  Hero  j  he  had  a  Majefty  in  his  Prefence  which  raifed 
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him  above  Envy,  a  Felicity  in  his  Condud  which  af- 
forded Malice  itfelf  no  Opportunity  of  fpeaking,  a  Can- 
dor in  his  Behaviour,  which  made  him  beloved  by  his 
very  Enemies,  Courage  invincible,  and  yet  fo  mo- 
dell,  that  it  never  alfe<fled  his  Words,  or  hindered  him 
from  liftening  to  his  Prudence  where  a  Shev/.  of  Cou- 
rage would  have  been  fatal.  With  thefe  great  Quali- 
ties, and  the  happinefs  of  exerting  them  to  Advantage, 
in  the  Space  of  two  Years  Time  he  palled  through  all 
the  Dignities  of  the  Order ^  and  on  the  2 ill  of  Auguji 
1557,  was  chofen  Grand-Majler  with  univerfal  Ap- 
plaufe. 

In  the  eight  firfl  Years  of  his  Government,  the  G al- 
lies of  the  Order  made  fuch  terrible  Depredations  on  the 
Turh^  that  Sclyman  II.  refolved  at  laft  to  rid  himfelf  of 
fuch  terrible  Enemies  at  all  Events.  With  this  View 
he  fent  Piali  Balhaw  in  the  Month  of  May  1565,  with 
a  Fleet  of  eleven  Sultanas  to  convoy  a  Land  Arm.y 
embarked  on  a  hundred  and  fifty  large  Tranfports, 
which  was  to  be  commanded  by  Mujlapha  Bafhaw,  who 
had  Orders  not  to  ftir  from  the  Siege  till  he  had  redu- 
ced the  Place.  The  Army  debarqued  on  the  20th  of 
May^  not  without  conliderable  Lofs,  the  Maltefe  Horfe 
behaved  extremely  well,  and  a  Troop  of  Sicilian  Ban- 
ditti, confiding  of  300  Men  who  had  tranfported  them- 
felves  thither,  performed  Wonders,  and  diflinguifhed 
themfelves  by  their  Fidelity  and  Regularity  during  the 
whole  Siege.  The  Grand-Mojler  fhew'd  his  great  Wif- 
dom,  by  his  abandoning  all  the  Polls  of  fmall  Impor- 
tance, and  withdrawing  his  Troops  into  thofe  where 
they  might  be  ufeful.  The  Caftle  of  St.  Elmo  was 
taken  the  23d  of  June^  after  having  fullained  five  Af- 
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faults,  in  which  the  Turks  loft  as  many  thoufand  Mem 
The  Grand-Mafier  then  flighted  the  Caftle  of  St.  Aiige- 
lo^  and  withdrew  his  Forces  into  the  Burgh  and  the 

The  Tiirh  next  attacked  the  Caftle  of  St.  Michael 
with  incredible  Fury,  but  being  repulfed,  they  bent  all 
their  Force  againft  the  Burghy  where  the  Grand-Mqfter 
^was  in  Perfon ;  and  having  made  feveral  Breaches,  gave 
a  general  Aflault  on  the  2ift  of  Augujl  ;  where^  after 
a  gallant  Defence,  they  entered  the  Place,  and  fixed  fe- 
ven  Horfe  Tails  on  the  inner  Gate.  Then  it  was  that 
the  Grand-Majler  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Corps 
de  Referve  of  Knights^  to  whom  with  a  very  loud 
Voice,  tho'  at  other  Times  he  fpoke  very  low,  he  faid, 
I  fiall  not  put  you  in  Mind  that  you  are  Gentlemen, 
and  the  Flower  of  European  Knights,  I  tell  you  only 
that  you  are  Chrijlians,  and  that  Death  is  a  Thing  you 
cught  rather  to  hope  than  to  fear -,  come  then  my  Bre- 
thren, let  us  die  together  in  the  Caufe  of  Christ,  like 
Men  who  have  no  Trufi  but  in  him.  This  faid,  he  fell 
upon  the  Turks  with  his  handful  of  Men,  and  while 
this  unequal  Engagement  lafted,  all  the  People  in  Malta 
Men,  Women,  and  Children,  ran  at  once  to  the 
Breach  with  Weapons  in  their  Hands,  and  drove  the 
Turks  from  their  Lodgments  with  prodigious  Slaugh- 
ter. 

Yet  this  would  not  have  faved  the  Place,  the  Grand- 
Mafler  having  now  a  Town  in  Ruins,  and  not  above 
■6000  effedive  Men,  whereas  the  Turkijh  Army  confif- 
ted  ftill  of  between  70  or  80,000  Men,  had  not  on 
the  7  th  of  September  Don  Gar  das  de  Toledo  appeared 
before  Malta  with  his  Fleet,  and  haying  waited  till  the 
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Succours  he  debarqued,  were  fafely  arrived  in  the  old 
City,  he  hoifted  Sail  for  MeJJina^  leaving  a  MelTage  be- 
hind him,  that  as  furely  as  he  had  vifited  the  Chrijlians 
now,  in  fourteen  Days  he  would  vifit  the  Turks.  But 
they  faved  him  the  Trouble,  for  Muftapha  Bafhaw, 
having  on  the  13th  of  the  fame  Month  made  a  gene- 
ral Difcharge  of  his  Artillery  in  the  Morning,  embar- 
qued  all  his  Troops  at  Midnight,  and  fet  Fire  to  his 
Camp,  after  having  loll  between  20  and  30,000  of  his 
beft  Troops.  After  the  Siege  was  raifed,  the  Grand- 
Majier  immediately  refolved  to  build  a  new  City  on  the 
Point  of  Land  which  ran  out  into  the  middle  of  the 
Sea;  accordingly  on  the  28th  of  March  1566,  he  laid 
the  firft  Stone  in  Perfon,  over  a  number  of  Gold,  Sil- 
ver, and  Copper  Medals,  whereon  was  his  own  Bull 
with  an  Infcription  to  this  EfFe6l ;  He  hath  founded  it 
en  a  Rocky  the  People  fhouting  all  the  while.  Long  live 
the  great  Valette. 

All  the  Chrijlian  'Princes  in  Communion  with  the 
Church  of  Rome^  promifed  to  contribute  largely  to- 
wards defraying  the  Expence  of  this  Undertaking ;  but 
the  Money  coming  in  flowly,  and  the  Wages  of  the 
Workmen  amounting  to  2000  Crowns  a  Day,  the 
Grand-Majier  coined  fmall  Copper  Pieces  with  this  In- 
fcription, Non  Ms  fed  Fides  J  i.  e.  Not  Coin  but  Faith-, 
and  upon  giving  his  Honour  that  they  ihould  be  ex- 
changed for  Crowns,  carried  the  Affair  through  with 
the  fame  Expedition  with  which  it  was  begun. 

The  Pope  to  fhew  his  high  Efteem  for  fo  deferving 
a  Perfon,  offered  the  Grand-Mafier  a  Cardinal's  Hat, 
who  modeftly  refufed  it,  faying,  Ecclefiaftical  Honows 
jiiited  not  a  Man  ivhofe  Hands  were  Jiaified  with  Blood. 

N  3  Two 
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TvvQ  Years  after,  viz.  in  1568,  on  the  21ft  of  Augujl^ 
the  Day  on  which  he  was  chofen  Grand-Majler^  La 
Valette  yielded  up  the  Ghoft,  behaving  in  his  laft  Sick- 
nefs  with  fuch  exemplary  Devotion,  tiiat  if  he  had  not 
before  acquired  the  Charader  of  the  greateft  Soldier,  he 
would  certainly  have  been  efleem-d  from  thence,  the 
greateft  Pattern  of  Piety  of  the  Age  in  which  he  lived. 
He  was  -Tucceeded  by  Pietro  de  Monte  an  Italian^  who 
on  the  1 8th  of  March  157 1,  entered  the  City  of  Va- 
Utta  at  the  Head  of  his  Knights^  and  eftablifhed  there 
the  Refidence  of  the  Order. 

ALOPHIUS  de  Vignacour,  Chief  of  the  Lan- 
guage of  France^  was  eledled  Qrand-Mafter  of  the  Or- 
der of  Malta  in  February  1601,  during  his  Reign,  the 
lAirh  had  frequently  a  Delire  of  invading  this  Ifland  ; 
but  the  Grand-Mafier^  being  a  Man  of  much  Complai- 
fance,  would  not  give  them  the  Trouble  of  coming  fo 
far  to  prove  the  Courage  of  his  Knights,  for  equipping 
larger  Squadrons  than  ufual,  he  took  now  one  Place  in 
the  Morea^  then  another  in  the  Archipelago ;  the  next 
Year  he  invaded  Barbary,  and  by  and  by  threatened 
Egypt-,  making  an  infinite  Number  of  Turks  Slaves,  and 
drawing  immenfe  Treafures  into  the  Coffers  o'i  the  Or- 
der. He  did  not  however  fuffer  them  to  remain  there 
long,  but  expended  them  in  fortifying  all  the  Coalts, 
and  adorning  all  the  inland  Part  of  the  IJland. 

He  it  was  who  releafed  the  Inhabitants  of  la  Valet t a 
from  the  Slavery  of  preferving  Rain  Water,  which 
was  all  they  had  for  Ufe,  by  building  an  Aquedud 
which  fupplies  the  City  with  Water,  and  by  an  Engine 
of  his  Invention  is  forced  near  its  Fountains  into 
Uathern  Troughs^  which  beip^.^  carried  over  the  Rocks, 
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£11  without  farther  Trouble  the  Water  Veflels  of  Ships 
which  lie  in  the  Harbour.  He  repaired  all  the  publick 
Edifices  in  Malta,  reftored  decaying  Infcriptions,  and 
having  governed  with  the  highelV  Reputation  and  Feli- 
city 21  Years,  died  univerfally  regretted  in  the  Year 
1622. 

After  our  Vifit  to  the  feveral  remarkable  Places  in 
the  open  Country  of  Malta,  Seignior  Sprotti  and  I  re- 
turned to  the  City,  and  found  there  my  Friend  Perez, 
and  the  Family  not  a  little  embarraiTed.  Our  Man  Jn- 
tonio  grew  enamour'd  of  a  Fleming's  Daughter,  who 
lived  at  next  Door,  which  being  difcovered  by  her  Fa- 
ther, he  caufed  a  Billet  to  be  thrown  over  the  Wall  into 
our  Landlord's  Yard,  inviting  Antonio  in  the  Name  of 
his  Daughter  to  his  Houfe  at  Midnight,  alluring  him 
that  the  Door  fhould  be  left  open,  and  a  Perfon  wait 
there  to  condutl  him  to  his  Miftrefs.  Antonio  was  too 
much  a  Cavalier  not  to  be  pundlual ;  when  he  came 
he  found  the  Door  and  the  Servant  as  he  had  been  pro- 
mifed,  faw  his  Miflrefs,  and  was  conduvSled  by  her  into 
a  Bed-chamber,  where  by  fome  Accident  the  Light 
went  out;  however  he  found  his  Way  lo  Bed  in  the 
Dark,  but  in  the  Morning  opening  a  Lettice  that  he 
might  have  Light  enough  to  drefs  himfelf  by,  he  fav/  in 
the  Bed  an  old  Negro,  the  moft  ugly  that  ever  was  be- 
held of  the  whole  Race. 

He  flew  home  with  all  imaginable  Speed,  but  found 
the  News  of  his  Adventure  had  out-run  him ;  where- 
upon he  raifed  a  terrible  Out-cry,  vov/ing  Revenge,  and 
threatening  Death  to  the  Man  and  all  his  Family.  Vv'hen 
I  came  home,  however,  he  became  a  little  quieter,  and 
told  me  at  Night,  as  I  was  going  to  Bed,  that  his  PafTion 
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was  all  a  Feint,  that  his  Miftrefs  had  ftaid  with  him  all 
Night,  and  that  the  whole  was  a  Contrivance  to  deceive 
her  Father.  With  this  Story  Antonio  fatisfied  himfelf, 
and  talk'd  no  more  of  Blood  and  Slaughter.  Happy  for 
him  that  our  next  Door  Neighbour  was  not  a  Maltefe , 
if  he  had,  Antonio  would  have  been  difmifs'd  to  the  other 
World  without  the  Ceremony  of  fuch  an  Appointment. 
The  reft  of  the  Time  I  remained  in  the  Ifland,  I  em- 
ployed in  dravvdng  up  the  Notes,  which  fervM  for  frame- 
jng,  when  I  had  more  Leifure,  the  following  Account  of 
Malta^  as  to  its  ancient  and  prefent  State. 

I T  is,  I  think,  univerfally  agreed,  that  the  modern 
Name  ^oi  this  Ifland  is  taken  from  its  ancient  Appellation, 
viz,  Melita.  But  whence  this  Name  is  derived,  is  a 
Difpute  not  fo  eafily  decided  ;  the  moft  probable  Account, 
however,  is,  that  it  comes  from  Mel^  Honey ;  of  which 
there  is  great  Plenty,  and  that  excellent  in  its  kind.  The 
Learned  alfo  difpute,  whether  it  is  a  European  or  an  A-^ 
frican  Ifland  ;  Cuftom  hath  carried  it  in  Favour  of  the 
former,  but  Reafon  feems  to  be  on  the  Side  of  the  latter, 
fince  the  People  look  like  Africans^  and  fpeak  a  broken 
kind  of  Arahid. 

A  s  to  its  Situation,  it  hath  35  d.  and  50  m.  North 

Latitude,  and  14  d.  of  Longitude  Eaft  from   London, 

In  the  Summer  it  is  extremely  hot,  as  appears  from  the 

Complexion  of  its  Inhabitants,  though  it  is  affirmed  that 

all  the  Summer  long  there  are  Breezes  which  render  the 

Mornings  and  Evenings  not  only  temperate,  but  plea- 

fant ;  but  in  the  Spring  and  Winter,  inftead  of  Breezes, 

they  have  very  furious  Winds,  which  take  their  PalTage 

like  a  hoftile  Army  through  the  Ifland.,   and  carry  all 

before  them. 

The 


The  Soil  cannot  be  ftiled  unfruitful,  though  it  1$ 
commonly  reported  fo  by  Authors,  whereas  there  are 
fome  who  cry  it  up  as  the  molt  fruitful  in  the  World ; 
the  Truth  is,  the  greater  Part  of  Malta  is  a  down-right 
Rock,  and  confequently  barren  ;  but  the  Ground  where 
there  is  any,  though  it  be  but  a  Foot  deep,  is  fertile  to 
Admiration.  It  bears  all  forts  of  Corn,  but  efpecially 
Barley^  Cummin  wild  and  fweet.  Cotton^  eileemed  the 
iineft  in  the  Univerfe  j  alfo  Vines,  from  whence  they 
have  RaifenSy  as  large  as  PruneSy  both  red  and  white, 
which  bear  a  great  Price ;  Olives,  Almonds,  Figs,  the 
fineft  that  can  be  imagined  ;  Peaches  as  large  as  our  or- 
dinary Melons,  Apricots,  Dates,  and  moll  European 
Fruits.  Flowers  and  Herbs  every  where  abound,  efpe- 
cially Rofes,  which  in  Beauty  and  Odour  furpafs  thofe 
of  Europe  very  much. 

To  be  more  particular,  the  Maltefe  fpare  no  Pains  to 
remove  the  natural  Imperfeflions  of  their  Country; 
they  fufFer  no  Dung  to  remain  a  Moment  in  the  Streets. 
or  Highways,  but  gather  it  like  Treafure  in  their  Baf- 
kets,  and  immediately  carry  it  to  their  Gardens  or  Fields. 
They  import  alfo  Earth  from  Sicily  as  Ballaft,  and  carry 
it  to  fuch  bare  Places  of  the  Tiland  as  are  beft  feated  for 
receiving  Water  as  well  as  Sun-fhine.  By  thefe  Helps, 
and  the  Induftry  of  their  Turki/h  and  Moorifi  Slaves, 
they  raife  yearly  eighty  thoufand  Meafures  of  Corn,  of 
which  half  is  Barley ;  fifteen  thoufand  hundred  Weight 
o^ Cummin,  2X1^  2ibQ\xi  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  Weight 
of  Cotton,  amounting  in  all  to  the  Value  of  760000 
i^^z/i/ or  152000/.  Sterling. 

A  s  to  Animals,  they  have  the  fame,  and  the  fame 
Pfenty  as  in  other  Parts  of  Europe,    Their  Horfes,  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  carrying  Burthens,  and  in  drawing  Carriages, 
.areunfhod  ;  their  Afles  ftrong,  and  very  fit  for  riding  ; 
to  make  them  the  more  fo,  they  flit  the  Side  of  each 
Nollril,  by  which  Means  the  Creature  breaths  more  free- 
ly. The  Dogs  and  Cats  of  Malta  are  particularly  hand- 
fome,  and  for  that  Reafon  are  much  coveted  in  Sicilyy 
and  Italy.  The  Grand  Majler  has  a  good  Stable  of 
Horfes  for  the  Saddle  and  Coach,  as  have  alfo  the  Great 
Crojfes.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  maintain  a  thou- 
fand  Horfe  fit  for  Service,  or  any  Emergency,  and  which 
are  reviewed  twice  a  Year. 

I N  ancient  Times  the  Inhabitants  of  Malta  were  fa--^ 
mous  throughojLit  all  Europe  for  their  Skill  in  maritime 
Affairs,  their  t-^X&n'iwrQ  Commerce,  and  for  their  refined 
Luxury,  as  appears  from  one  of  the  Orations  of  CicerB 
againll  Verres^  in  which  he  upbraids  him  with  being  as 
voluptuous  as  a  Maltefe.  Jppia?i  informs  us,that  Ccsfar  had 
much  ado  to  reduce  thefe  People  when  they  had  revolted  j 
by  degrees  however,  they  grew  low  and  poor.  At  length 
they  became  fubject  to  the  Spaniards y  by  whom  the  Ifland 
^as  transfer'd  to  the  Knights  of  St.  John^  tho'  an  annual 
Prefent  of  a  Falcon  is  referved  to  the  King  of  Spain^  as  a 
Recognizance  of  his  Sovereignty,  The  prefent  People 
!0f  Malta  fpeak  a  Sort  of  barbarous  Arahick^  are  altoge- 
ther Africans  in  their  Manners,  and  are  without  queftioi> 
as  luxurious  and  debauched  as  any  Nation  can  be.  The 
Women  are  handfome,  well-fhaped,  and  for  the  moft 
part  very  amorous,  though  they  aft edl  to  be  exceffively 
religious,  which  hinders  not  their  Hulbands  from  being 
outragioufly  jealous  j  and  this  being  join'd  to  their  natu- 
ral Cruelty  and  Love  of  Revenge,  produces  frequently 
yery  direful  Effeds, 

■   As 
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As  ta  the  Government  of  the  Ifland,  it  is  entirely  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Grand  Majier^  who  ftiles  himfelf 
Prince  of  Malta 'Sind  Goza,  He  is  not,  however,  abfo= 
lute,  but  is  in  moft  Gafes  alTilled  by  his  Council,  in  fome 
by  a  General  Chapter  of  the  Knights,  The  Grand  Ma^ 
Jier  at  this  Time  was  Nicholas  Cottoner^  a  Majcrcan^  who 
fucceeded  his  Brother  Raphael  Cottoner^  w^o  governed 
but  three  Months,  and  died  1663,  He  was  a  Perfon  of 
low  Stature,  but  a  handfome  Man,  very  afiable  and 
courteous  to  Strangers,  who  vifit  him  always  as  foon  as 
conveniently  They  can  after  their  Arrival.  ,The  Knights 
are  diftinguifhed  into  three  Claffes.  The  firll,  ftiled 
Knights  of  Jujiice^  are  obliged  to  prove  their  Nobility 
for  four  Defcents;  they  bear  a  Crcfs  of  Gold,  with 
which  They  are  not  in  veiled,  till  they  have  been  abroad 
three  Years.  The  fecond  are  Priefts  of  the  Order,  who 
bear  alfo  Crolles  of  Malta^  but  not  of  Gold,  without 
the  Permiffion  of  the  Grand-Mafter,  The  third  Clafs 
are  ftiled  Servitors^  and  Thefe  again  are  divided  into  Ser- 
vitors of  Arms  and  of  Office ;  and  the  former  take  the 
fame  Oaths  with  Knights,  and  are  capable  of  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  lefler  Dignities  of  the  Order,  which  the 
Servitors  of  Office  are  not.  The  Knights  are  alfo  divi- 
ded into  eight  Languages  or  Provinces,  each  of  which 
hath  its  Alhergq  or  Inn^  where  the  Knights  eat  together 
in  Publick  under  the  Government  of  one  who  is  ftiled 
chief  of  the  Language.  Of  thefe  the  firft  is  Provence^ 
and  the  laft  Germany.  The  fixth  was  England  ;  and 
there  is  ftill  a  void  Space  left  for  the  Alhergo  of  our  Na- 
tion, of  which  there  is  alfo  a  Prior,  who  piques  himfelf 
much  on  paying  great  Civilities  to  fuch  of  the  Englijh  as 
•^X  any  Time  come  hither. 

The 
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The  Number  of  the  Knights  is  uncertain,  but  there 
are  generally  fome  Thoufands,  of  whom  eight  or  nine 
Hundred  are  ufually  relident  in  Maltdy  the  reft  are  at 
their  Commanderies  with  their  Relations,  or  ferve  a- 
boai'd  the  Gal  lies.  Of  thefe  feven  belong  to  the  Order, 
each  of  which  is  a  fine  ftout  Vefl'el,  carries  twenty  or 
thirty  Knights,  and  about  five  hundred  Men.  Belides 
thefe  there  are  thirty  or  forty  Ships  fitted  out  by  Licence 
from  the  Grand  Mafter,  to  cruize  upon  the  Turks, 
which  they  do  with  fuch  Effedl,  that  the  Order  is  ex- 
tremely rich  in  Money,  as  well  as  in  Revenues,  which 
are  held  to  be  not  much  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  Pounds  per  Annum^  of  which  thirty  thoufand 
belong  to  the  Grand  Mafter.  It  is  fuppofed  that  twenty 
thoufand  fighting  Men  may  be  levy'd  in  the  liland,  and 
that  there  are  in  it  not  lefs  than  fixty  thoufand  Souls. 
For  the  Maintenance  of  thefe  three  Fourths  of  the  Pro- 
vifion  comes  from  Sicily ^  which  yet  come  plentifully  to 
Market,  and  at  moderate  Prices,  I  will  now  fpeak  of 
the  Curiofities  of  the  Illand,  natural  and  artificial,  and 
fo  leave  it. 

O  F  the  firft  we  may  reckon  the  Scorpions,  and  as 
fome  fay,  the  Speckled  Snakes,  which  are  now  and  then 
found  in  this  Ifland,  perfe6xly  harmlefs,  and  free  from 
Venom.  Nay,  it  is  faid  that  the  native  Maltefe  are 
invulnerable  from  thefe  Sort  of  Creatures  where-ever 
they  go. 

About  ten  Miles  from  Valctta  is  the  CaU  di  fanta- 
Paohy  or  the  Grotto  of  St.  Paul,  near  the  Place  where 
he  is  fuppofed  to  have  landed ,  though  fome  will  have  it 
that  he  was  never  here,  but  that  the  Illand  on  which  he 
wa?  fhip-wreck'd  is  that  call'd  Militciy  in  the  Gulph  of 
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Ragufa ',  but  this  Notion  is  rather  lingular  than  probable. 
In  the  Neighbourhood  of  this  Place  they  pretend  to  (hew 
Serpents  turned  into  Stone,  as  alfo  petrify'd  Eyes,  Teeth, 
and  Eggs,  of  Serpents,  which  are  believed  to  have  a  great 
Efficacy  in  curing  the  Bites  of  thefe  Sort  of  Creatures, 
and  are  therefore  exported  in  great  Quantities.  There  is 
alfo  a  Spring  of  very  fweet  Water,  which  is  faid  to  have 
rifen  miraculoully  at  the  Command  of  St.  Paul^  for 
whom  the  Maltefe  in  general  have  an  extraordinary  De- 
votion. From  thefe  natural  Curiolities  let  us  proceed 
to  thofe  of  Art  j  and  amongft  thefe  I  know  none  that 
deferve  Confideration  more  than  the  Pleafure-Houfes  of 
the  Grand  Mailer,  of  which  he  has  feveral. 

BOSCHETTOy  or  Monteverdala,  is  the  mofl:  admi- 
red. It  Hands  two  Miles  from  the  old  City,  and  is  with- 
out queilion  one  of  the  iineft  Places  that  can  be  imagin- 
ed, that  is,  all  Things  confidered  ;  for  though  this  Plea- 
fure-Houfe  and  its  Gardens  would  make  a  very  fine  Shew 
in  Italy,  or  in  France,  yet  what  is  admirable,  what  a- 
mazes  andravifhes  the  Spedlator  is,  to  find  it  and  them 
in  Malta.  On  this  Account  I  call  them  Curiofities  of 
Art,  becaufe  they  not  only  borrow  little  or  nothing  from 
Nature,  but  are  on  the  other  hand  made  in  Spight  of 
her ;  fo  that  whereas  elfewhere  fhe  appears  like  a  Queen 
and  a  Miftrefs,  here  fhe  ads  like  an  obedient  Servant,  or 
rather  like  a  Slave,  forced  hither  againll  her  Will. 

The  Cafe,  not  to  deal  longer  in  general  Defcripti- 
ons,  is  this,  the  Place  Cardinal  Verdala,  who  was  once 
Grand  Mafter  of  the  Order,  chofe  for  his  Pleafure-houfe^ 
was  a  Rock  abfolutely  barren,  and  alike  expofed  to  the 
Sun  and  to  the  Winds ;  fo  that  except  its  lofty  Situation, 
ft  had  nothing  to  r^conim^nd  it  i  and,  in  the  Eyes  of 

any 
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any  but  Cardinal  Verdala^  this  would  have  pafied  for  an 
extraordinary  Inconvenience,  confidering  the  Heats  of 
Malta.  But  he  v^^as  a  Man  of  exalted  Under  (landing, 
and  had  fuch  Ideas  of  Magnificence,  that,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  do  it  Honour,  he  had  like  to  have  ruin'd  the  Order. 
In  the  fir  it  place,  he  hewed  his  Palace  out  of  the  Rock,- 
a  fquare  Building  with  four  Towers,  having  in  the  Mid- 
dle a  grand  ^alon^  finely  painted  with  the  Stories  of  this 
Cardinal's  Life.  From  the  Houfe,  towards  the  Sea^ 
he  caufed  the  Rock  to  be  cut  down,  fo  as  to  have  a  De- 
fcent  from  his  Houfe  through  a  Range  of  fine  Pillars  to 
that  Part  which  overlooks  the  Sea,  and  affords  a  Profpedl 
of  the  neighbouring  Illand  and  Sicily,  All  this  being 
performed,  he  had  the  hollow  Part  of  the  Rock  filled  up 
with  fine  Mould,  brought  thither  in  Ships  and  Barks;  the 
Skirts  of  the  Garden  he  planted  with  Olives,  adorned  all 
its  Walks  with  Orange,  Lemon  and  Citron  Trees ;  of 
Flowers  and  fweet-fmelling  Herbs  there  never  was  ^o 
great  a  Quantity  any  where  amafTed,  but  what  gives  an 
inexpreffible  Air  of  Paradifaical  Beauty  to  this  Place,  is 
the  Difpofition  of  the  Vines,  which  being  planted  at  the 
Feet  of  the  Pillars,  turn  round  them  ;  and  being  platted 
at  the  Top,  form  a  covered  Arbour  of  a  Mile,  opening, 
as  I  have  obferved,  upon  the  Sea.  In  this  Garden  there 
is  not  only  very  fine  frefh  Water,  but  it  is  alfo  put  to  all 
the  Ufes  of  Fountains  and  Cafcades  that  could  be  devifed 
by  the  teeming  Imagination  of  a  luxurious  Cardinal. 
All  the  Apartments  of  the  Caflle  are  difpofed  Terras-wife 
for  the  Enjoyment  of  the  Garden ;  and  that  this  Plea- 
fure-Houfe  may  be  diflinguifh'd  from  all  other  Pleafure- 
Houfes,  its  Battlements  are  furmounted  by  fixteen  Pieces 
of  Brafs  Cannon,  oyer  which,  on  any  Solemnity,  flies 

th^ 
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the  Banner  of  Malta.  There  are  in  the  Ifland  many 
other  beautiful  Pleafure-Houfes,  but  none  comparable  to 
this,  with  the  Defcription  of  which  I  wall  take  Leave  of 
the  Place. 

The  Ifland  of  Goza,  which  belongs  alfo  to  the 
Grand-Majier,  is  divided  from  Malta  by  a  narrow 
Channel  of  the  Sea  ;  it  is  of  an  oval  Form,  about  three 
Miles  long,  fomewhat  more  than  half  as  broad,  and  a- 
bout  twenty-one  in  Circuit.  Its  Coafts  are  fo  fteep,  that 
one  may  look  upon  it  as  fortified  by  Nature.  In  refpe6l 
to  its  Air,  its  Soil,  and  its  Produds,  it  very  much  ex- 
ceeds Malta^  it  being  every  where  wholefome,  pleafant^ 
and  fertile.  The  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  may  be 
about  five  or  fix  thoufand,  but  they  live  difperfed  thro' 
the  Ifland,  and  not  in  Cafah  or  Villages,  as  they  do  in 
Malta.  The  Grand-Majier  bears  the  Title  of  Prince 
of  Goza^  and  its  Comm^odities,  notwithftanding  its  fmall 
Extent,  yield  annually  about  a  third  Part  as  much  as  thofe 
of  Malta.  There  are  a!fo  on  the  Coafts  of  this  Ifland, 
as  well  as  Malta^  fom^e  Rocks  and  little  Places  under  the 
Jurifdi6lion  of  the  Grand-Majier ;  but  as  they  produce 
little,  they  are  not  worth  mentioning. 

The  laft  Day  of  the  old  Year  we  failed  from  Malta 
with  a  fair  Wind,  the  next  Day,  and  the  Day  follow- 
ing, we  had  the  Wind  Itill  fair,  but  a  little  frefher  s  on 
the  third  it  blew  very  hard,  efpecially  tov/ards  the  Even- 
ing. On  the  fourth  we  had  a  Sight  of  Candia.,  and  'till 
Noon  we  had  fine  Weather,  from  thence,  till  Midnight, 
the  Wind  gathered  Strength  every  Moment.  In  the 
Morning  we  had  a  terrible  Storm,  attended  with  what 
the  Englijh  Seamen,  who  ufe  the  Levant  Trade,  call 
BaJdrd-Spouts,  Thefe  are  gccafioned  by  the  Air's  draw- 
ing 
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ing  up  into  a  Cloud  a  great  Quantity  of  Water  as  it 
were  with  a  Pump,  which  being  carried  a  confiderable 
Way  in  the  Shape  of  long  Tails  hanging  down  from  the 
Heavens,  at  length  difcharge  all  their  Water  either  into 
the  Sea,  or  into  a  VelTel,  if  it  is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  come 
in  the  Way.     Thefe  are  called  Ba/iard  Spouts,  to  diftin- 
guifti  them  from  the  true  ones,   called  fimply  Spouts^ 
which  are  infinitely  more  terrible.     Thefe  appear  like 
Pillars  defcending  from  Heaven,  and  in  proportion  as 
they  drop  towards  the  Water,  the  Water  boils  up  to 
meet  them.     At  length  thefe  Spouts  dip  as  it  were  into 
the  boiling  Water,  and  having  filled  themfelves  there- 
with, pafs  along  fometimes  with  a  very  brifk,  at  other 
Times  with  an  interrupted  or  languid  Motion.     It  is  faid 
that  Ships  of  great  Burthen  have  been  extremely  dama- 
ged by  thefe  Spouts,  and  it  is  conjectured  that  many 
fmaller  Ships  have  perifhed  by  them.     The  lefler  Sort, 
which  we  faw,  happen  ufually  after  Storms,  but  thefe 
larger  Spouts  are  moll  frequent  in  ftark  Calms.     On  the 
fifth,  the  Weather  grew  fine  again,  but  on  the  fixth  we 
had  very  bad  weather,  with  much  Rain  and  Hail.     The 
next  Day,  by  Noon,  all  was  fair  again ;    and  it  being 
the  Birth-Day  of  our  Captain,  he  gave  a  handfome  En- 
tertainment to  all  on  board.     The  Pailengers  dined  as 
ufual  at  his  own  Table,  and  their  Servants  with  the  Sea- 
men and  under  Officers.     Our  Feaft  began  about  Even- 
ing, and  lafted  *till  Morning.     We  had  very  good  Pro- 
vifions,  and  excellent  Wine  of  feveral  Sorts.    But  what 
diverted  me  moll,  was  the  Converfaticn  at  Table  which 
was  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  on  account  of  its  being 
inltrudlive,  every  Body  taking  Pains  to  furnilh  fomething 
worth  hearing  5  and  being  as  they  were  Men  of  different 
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Profeflions,  and  who  had  fpent  their  Days  in  an  adire 
kind  of  Life,  their  Difcoveries  were  above  the  ordinary 
Ijtvd^  and  deferved  not  only  Attention,  but  Preferva- 
tion.  The  Captain  particularly  entertained  us,  but  not 
till  he  was  thoroughly  opened  by  Wine,  with  a  very 
lingular  Story,  which  he  had  from  the  very  Mouth  of 
the  Man  whom  it  concerned :  It  pleafed  me  fo  well, 
that  I  committed  it  to  Writing,  as  a  wonderful  Inftance 
of  the  Divine  Providence  in  ordering  the  Affairs  of  Men, 
and  as  a  noble  Encouragement  to  prefer ve  our  Spirits, 
and  the  tjfe  of  our  Reafon  in  the  Midil  of  the  greateft 
Dangers,  out  of  which,  if  we  truil  in  God,  and  ufe  the 
Means  he  has  given  us,  we  may  frequently  efcape  not- 
withltanding  the  fcrongeft  Appearances  of  inevitable 
Ruin. 

It  is,  faid  the  Captain,  about  30  Years  ago,  that  be- 
ing in  Company  at  Rotte7'da?n  with  feveral  Merchants, 
Captains  of  Ships,  and  Pilots,  at  an  annual  Feall,  my 
Companions  were  very  urgent  on  an  old  Man  whofe 
Name  as  1  remember  was  William  Bontiko^  to  relate  to 
them  his  Sufferings  in  the  hdieSywhich  they  had  all  heard 
much  of  from  others,  and  concerning  w^hich  they  were 
very  defirous  to  have  a  diftinifl  Recital  from  his  own 
Mouth.  The  old  Man  was  eafily  intreated,  and  when 
he  perceived  the  Company  lilently  attending  the  Detail 
of  his  Adventures,  he  delivered  himfeif  very  gravely  to 
this  Purpofe.  In  the  Month  of  November  16 19,  I 
failed  in  Quality  of  Mafter  on  board  a  Veflel  of  1200 
Tuns,  bound  for  the  Streights  of  Sunda,  On  the  19th 
of  that  Month,  when  we  were  in  the  Height  of  five 
Degrees  and  a  half,  and  thought  ourfelves  near  thofe 
Streights,  by  fome  Accident  or  other  our  Powder  took 

O  Fire, 


C  '54  1 

Fire,  and  blew  up  myfelf  and  119  Perfons,  thofe 
who  efcaped  this  Difafler  betaking  themfelves  to  the  Yawl 
and  the  Skiff.  I  was  very  fenfible  as  I  rofe  in  the  Air 
of  my  Misfortune,  and  cry'd  out  aloud,  This  Lerd  is 
my  Roady  have  Mercy  on  mv  Soul,  and  receive  me  into 
Heaven.  When  I  fell  it  was  in  the  midft  of  the  bro- 
ken Pieces  of  our  Ship,  which  in  a  few  Minutes  was 
torn  to  Shatters.  The  Water  revived  me,  and  finding 
myfelf  between  the  great  and  the  mizen  Malts,  I  with 
much  ado  got  upon  the  former.  When  I  had  fettled 
myfelf  thereon,  I  looked  about  me,  and  I  perceived  at 
a  fmall  Diftance  a  young  Man  of  my  Acquaintance  fit- 
ting upon  a  Planks  I  immediately  called  to  him  and  de- 
fired  him  to  come  as  near  to  me  as  he  could,  for  that  I 
was  fo  wounded  that  I  was  incapable  of  making  any  Ef- 
fort to  come  to  him.  The  young  Man  did  fo,  and 
with  very  much  ado  I  got  upon  the  fame  Plank. 

By  this  Time  thofe  in  the  Yawl  and  Skiff  perceived 
ns,  and  immediately  rowed  towards  us,  not  daring  how 
ever  to  approach  too  near,  left  they  fhould  fuffer  by  the 
floating  Wreck.  My  Companion  flipping  off  the 
Plank  eafily  fwam  on  Board,  but  as  for  me  I  was  forced 
to  cry  out,  that  my  Wounds  had  difabled  me  from 
fv/imming,  and  that  if  they  had  a  Mind  to  fave  me, 
they  muft  come  nearer.  Upon  which  a  Mufjcian,  my 
old  Acquaintance,  laid  hold  of  a  Rope,  and  jumping  at 
once  into  the  Sea,  fwam  to  the  Plank  on  w^hich  I  fate,; 
and  having  fallened  the  Rope  about  my  middle,  dragg'd 
me  after  him  to  the  Yawl,  where  with  fome  Difficulty 
they  took  me  in,  my  Spirits  being  fo  far  fpent,  that  I 
was  abfolutely  incapable  of  helping  myfelf.  As  foon  as 
X  was  on  Board,  they  laid  me  under  a  little  Auning^ 
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ahd  did  what  they  could  to  give  me  Eafe ;  I  had  two 
dangerous  Wounds  in  my  Head,  and  it  was  the  Opi- 
nion of  my  Companions,  as  well  as  of  myfelf,  that  they 
were  mortal ;  however^  I  did  not  fail  to  exert,  as  I  con- 
ceived, rhy  laft  Breath  for  their  Prefervation,  by  re- 
commending it  to  our  Factor,  and  the  reft  on  Board, 
to  keep  all  Night  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  Wreck, 
that  when  it  fhould  be  light  the  next  Day,  they  might 
be  able  to  get  a  Compafs  and  fome  other  Inftruments 
on  Board,  as  alfo  Provilions, ,  of  all  which  they  flood  in 
great  need. 

But  while  I  repofed  myfelf  as  well  as  I  could,  the 
Factor  hoping  the  next  Day  to  gain  the  Shore,  and 
either  not  heeding,  or  not  believing  what  I  had  faid, 
commanded  the  Men  to  row  with  all  their  Might, 
which  accordingly  they  did,  and  the  Confequence  was, 
that  when  it  grew  Light,  we  could  not  fee  either  Wreck 
or  Land.  In  this  Diftrefs  the  People  caft  their  Eyes  up- 
on me  as  the  only  Perfon  capable  of  adviling  them. 
All  I  could  do  was  to  encourage  them  in  general  Terms, 
to  exhort  them  to  Conftancy,  and  to  befeech  them  to 
a6l  unanimoufiy  for  their  common  Safety.  I  then  di- 
redted  that  the  Number  of  Perfons  mould  be  counted, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  and  it  appeared  from 
thence,^  that  there  were  46  in  the  Yawl,  and  26  in 
the  Skiff.  Our  Provifioris,  which  confifted  chiefly  in 
Bread,  were  very  fhort,  and  as  for  Water  we  had  none. 
I  faw  it  was  impoflible  without  Food  for  us  to  fupporc 
much  Labour,  and  therefore  I  propofed  laying  afide 
our  Oars,  and  trying  to  make  Sails  with  our  Shirts 
joined  together.  This  Motion  was  immediately  agreed 
to,  and  I  was  thereupon  going  to  pull  oiF  my  Shirt,  but 
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tny  Companions  would  not  permit  me  on  accoimt  o^ 
my  Wounds  and  Weaknefs.  They  gave  me  moreover 
a  Watch  Coat,  and  a  Fur  Cap,  which  they  found  in 
One  of  the  Lockers,  and  our  Barber  tore  a  Piece  of  his 
Shirt,  and  having  fpread  thereon  fome  Bread  which  he 
had  chewed,  applied  it  by  Way  of  Poultice  to  my 
Wounds,  whereby,  or  rather  by  tlie  Providence  of 
God,  they  were  fpeedily  cured. 

The  Yawl  and  Skiff  being  provided  with  thefe  poor 
Sails,  we  kept  as  w^ell  as  we  could  before  the  Wind, 
fleering  by  the  Stars,  and  fuffering  much  from  the  Wea- 
ther, which  if  it  fry'd  us  in  the  Day,  froze  us  in  the 
Night  ;  fo  that  in  24  Hours  we  felt  the  utmoll  Rigour 
of  Summer  and  Winter.  By  Chance  a  Perfon  in  the 
Yawl  had  a  pair  of  CompaiTes  in  his  Pocket,  as  foon 
as  I  was  informed  of  this,  I  began  to  think  of  making 
Inftruments.  Accordingly,  having  defcribed  a  Circle  on 
a  Board,  I  divided  a  Qiiadrant  pretty  exadly  into  De- 
grees, by  the  Help  of  which  I  made  a  Crofs-StafF,  with 
which  we  took  Obfervations .  I  alfo  laid  down  on  the 
Top  of  an  old  Box  a  fort  of  Chart,  whereon  I  defcribed 
the  lile  of  Smnatra^  that  of  Java^  and  the  Streight  of 
Sunda  between  thofe  two  Iflands,  fuppofing  the  Ship- 
wreck to  have  happen'd  at  about  the  Diflance  of  ninety 
Miles  from  Shore.  I  likewife  kept  as  good  a  Reckoning 
as  I  could,  that  in  cafe  we  made  Land  we  might  have 
fome  Notice  where  we  were.  As  for  Provifions  and 
Water,  that  was  without  my  Power  ;  what  Bread  we 
had  was  quickly  gone,  tho'  w^e  husbanded  it  to  the  ut- 
moft.  Rain  Water  we  faved  when  it  fell,  in  two  emp- 
ty B:'.rrels,  but  this  Relief  we  often  wanted. 
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Once  a  great  Number  of  Sea  Mews  came  on  Board 
both  our  VefTels,  where  we  knock'd  them  on  the  Head, 
pluck'd  them,  and  eat  them  raw.  AnotherTime  when  we 
had  tailed  nothing  a  whole  Day,  a  great  fhoal  of  flying 
Fifh  came  crofs  our  VefTels,  of  which  we  catch'd  a 
good  Number,  and  eat  them  too  raw.  Thofe  in  the 
Skiff  having  none  amongft  them  who  underftood  Na- 
vigation, and  being  fometimes  in  Danger  of  feperating 
from  us,  delired  as  the  Yawl  was  large  to  be  taken  on 
Board,  which  Requeft,  after  fome  Intreaty  we  grant- 
ed. After  this,  abfolute  FamJne  flaring  us  in  the  Face, 
I  had  much  ado  to  hinder  the  Crew  from  eating  the 
Boys  j  and  at  lafl  Defpair  carry'd  it  fo  far,  that  the 
Men  abfolutely  declared,  if  we  faw  not  Land  in  three 
Days  Time,  they  would  preferve  themfelves,  by  kil- 
ling and  eating  thofe  unhappy  Youths.  In  the  After- 
noon of  the  lafl  Day  it  began  to  rain,  and  we  flackened 
our  Sails  in  order  to  fill  our  Cafks. 

Towards  Evening,  as  I  was  at  the  Helm,  I  per- 
ceived evident  Signs  of  our  being  near  the  Shore ;  but 
■finding  myfelf  fo  cold,  as  to  be  no  longer  able  to  per- 
form my  Ofhce,  I  put  the  Rudder  into  the  Hands  of 
an  experienced  Sailor,  and  lay  down  to  Reil  -,  but  I  had 
not  quitted  the  Helm  an  Hour,  before  I  heard  him  cry 
aloud.  Courage  my  Lads^  zve  are  near, the  Land  -,  indeed 
we  were  fo  near,  that  before  it  was  quite  dark,  we 
reached  the  Shore,  and  found  a  convenient  Creek,  from 
whence  without  Difficulty  we  got  on  fhore.  We  pre- 
fently  found  fome  Cocoa  Trees,  and  refrefhed  ourfelves 
>vith  their  Nuts  and  Liquor.  For  this  Relief  I  blefled 
God,  whom  I  faw  to  be  the  befl  Pilot,  and  who  by  his 
Mercy  delivered  the  Boys  amongfl  us,  from  that  Death 
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they  would  inevitably  have  undergone  the  Tiext  Day. 
When  it  v^^as  light  the  next  Morning,  we  perceived  that 
we  had  ran  on  Ground  in  an  uninhabited  liland,  which 
produced  nothing  fit  for  Food,  excepting  only  the  Co- 
coa Nuts  before-mentioned  ;  of  thefe  we  took  a  fuffici- 
ent  Number  into  the  Boat,  and  then  made  all  the 
Sail  we  could  for  the  Continent ^  which  lay  over- 
againft  this  Illand. 

We  failed  along  the  Coaft  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Day,  without  being  able  to  find  any  Place  where  we 
might  attempt  to  land.  At  lall  fome  of  the  Crew 
fwam  on  Shore,  and  having  difcovered  the  Mouth  of 
the  River,  made  a  Waft  to  inform  us  thereof,  and  we 
bearing  away  according  to  their  Signal,  found  the 
Mouth  of  the  River,  but  choak'd  with  fuch  a  Bar  of 
Sand,  as  gave  but  little  Hopes  of  our  being  able  to  pafs 
over  it,  without  expofing  ourfelves  to  total  Deftrudlion. 
Upon  which  I  thought  it  convenient  to  fpeak  to  all 
our  Crew  after  this  manner :  My  Friends^  I  will  not  unr 
dertake  to  run  our  VeJJ'el  over  this  Bank  into  the  Mouth 
of  the  River ^  zuithout  the  Confent  of  you  ally  and  your 
Promife  not  to  upbraid  me  let  what  will  happen ^  fence  I 
give  you  this  previous  Notice  of  your  Danger,  They 
all  cried  aloud,  that  they  were  determined  to  rifque  this 
Pailage  j  and  that  they  would  no  Way  make  me  ac- 
countable for  complying  with  their  Commands.  Then 
I  went  to  the  Helm,  having  ordered  an  Oar  to  be  put 
out  on  each  Side,  at  the  other  End  of  the  Veflel,  two 
of  our  ftrongeft  Men  being  placed  at  each  Oar,  to 
keep  the  Veflel  Heady,  i^\%  done,  we  fleered  for  the 
Bar. 
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In  palling,  the  firfl  Wave  fill'd  the  VefTel  half  full  oF 
Water,  which  our  Men  emptied  as  faft  as  they  could 
with  their  Hats,  and  the  little  Barrels  in' which  we  kept 
"  our  Water.  The  fecond  Breach  of  the  Water  fill'd  us 
as  full  as  we  could  hold,  and  overfet  us  on  one  Side  in- 
to the  Bargain  ;  upon  which  I  cryed  out,  At  it  my  Ladsy 
dear  the  Vejfel  of  the  Water  or  we  are  all  lofi.  They  la- 
boured with  all  their  mightj  and  having  with  much 
ado  got  her  upright,  quickly  cleared  her  of  the  Water. 
The  third  breaking  of  the  Sea  happily  milled  our  Vellel, 
and  the  Water  riling  fuddenly  under  our  Keel,  we 
were  fpeedlly  over  the  Bar^  and  jM'efently  got  all  fafe 
a  fhore,  through  the  Protedion  of  divine  Providence. 
We  found  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Creek  a  good 
quantity  of  Beans ^  a  Fire  lighted,  and  feme  Tobacco y 
which  we  judged  to  be  left  there  by  fome  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants. We  fat  down  without  Ceremony,  and  made 
\}iQ  of  all  we  found.  Two  old  Hatchets  that  were  in 
our  Veflel  proved  of  great  Ufe  to  us  now ;  with  them 
we  cut  down  Wood  enough  to  fupply  the  Fire,  as  al- 
io to  arm  ourfelves  with  each  a  tough  Staff,  for  wc 
were  apprehenlive  that  the  Savages  might  attack  us. 

Whether  our  Hurry  lellened  or  encreafed  our 
Diforder  I  know  not,  but  at  the  coming  in  of  Night, 
w^e  were  all  terribly  lick  with  the  Beans ^  and  incapable 
of  taking  Reft.  In  the  mid  ft  of  this  Diftrefs,  the  Sa- 
vages came  down  to  cut  our  Throats,  two  Hatchets,  a 
rufty  Sword,  and  the  Staves  we  had  cut,  were  all  the 
Arms  we  had,  the  latter  we  thought  fit  to  ftick  in  the 
Fire,  and  when  they  were  thoroughly  on  Flame  at  the 
Top,  we  drew  them  out,  and  marched  towards  the  E- 
mmy,   who  either  terrified  with  our  Appearance,  for 
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the  Night  was  prodigious  dark,  or  whether  they  appre^ 
hended  that  we  were  better  armed,  fo  it  was,  that  they 
retired  into  a  Wood,  and  we  back  to  our  Fire.  The 
next  Day  three  of  the  Savages  advanced  out  of  the 
Wood,  to  whom  we  fent  three  of  our  Seamen  to  treat 
with  them.  The  iirit  Enquiry  they  made  was  as  to 
our  Country  -,  our  Seamen  who  were  very  well  acquain- 
ted with  the  Tongues  commonly  fpoken  in  the  Indies, 
told  them  that  we  were  Hollanders^  and  that  our  Ship 
blowing  up  at  Sea,  we  were  obliged  to  put  in  there  for 
Rtfreftiment.  Upon  this  they  faid  fomewhat  of  Java, 
and  repeated  two  or  three  Times  the  Name  of  Ham 
Coen  our  General  there,  then  they  enquired  what  Arms 
we  had,  we  anfwered,  a  good  Number  of  Mufquets, 
and  Powder  and  Bail  in  abundance. 

On  board  I  put  every  Thing  to  Rights  as  well  as  it 
was  poffible,  that  we  might  hide  our  Weaknefs  from 
them  as  far  as  we  were  able.  Some  Rice  and  Fowls  we 
bought  and  paid  for,  having  about  80  Crowns  amongft 
us.  The  next  Day  I  went  with  four  of  our  Sailors  to 
the  Village  with  all  our  Money,  to  buy  Proviiion  for 
pur  Voyage.  After  Dinner  we  agreed  for  a  BufFalp, 
but  it  proved  fo  wild,  that  we  were  not  able  to  manage 
it,  for  in  going  back  to  the  Vellel  it  broke  loofej  we 
purfued  it  till  it  was  Night  to  no  Purpofe,  the  Seamen 
then  begged  me  to  return  to  our  People,  refolving  to 
Hay  themfelves,  in  order  to  catch  the  Buffalo  in  the 
Morning.  With  much  ado  I  complied  with  their  Rc- 
queft,  and  on  my  Return  to  the  Veflel  related  our  Ad- 
venture, our  People  were  mighty  uneafy  at  the  Acci- 
dent, and  grew  more  fo  when  all  the  next  Morning 
pafled  without  any  News  either  of  the  Buffalo,  or  our 
Comn^nion* 
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In  the  Afternoon  however  came  two  Savages  with 
another  Buffalo,  I  told  them  I  was  politlve  that  was  net 
the  Beaft  I  bought  the  Day  before,  upon  which  they 
readily  confefled  that  it  w^as  not,  but  faid,  as  we  bought 
^at,  they  did  not  know  but  we  might  buy  this,  we 
then  enquired  what  was  become  of  our  Sailors ;  they 
anfwered,  that  they  had  not  yet  got  the  Buffalo,  but 
they  would  come  by  and  by.  With  this  we  were  for- 
ced to  be  content,  being  able  to  get  no  better,  and 
having  agreed  with  them  for  the  other  Buffalo,  and  paid 
them  for  it,  we  found  the  Creature  fo  unruly,  that  we 
were  forced  to  get  our  Butcher  to  knock  it  down  with 
one  of  the  Axes.  As  foon  as  the  Beaft  fell,  the  two 
Savages  fet  up  a  horrible  Cry,  upon  which  inftantly 
2  or  300  of  their  Companions  iillied  out  of  the  Wood, 
where  they  lay  in  Ambufcade,  and  came  rufning  furi- 
cufly  upon  us,  difcharging  as  foon  as  within  Reach  a 
whole  Shower  of  Darts,  and  then  attempting  to  board 
our  Veffel,  which  with  much  ado  moft  of  us  had  gained 
before  they  reached  us. 

I  CANNOT  fay  v/e  fought  couragioufly,  for  in  Truth 
we  were  in  fach  Defpair,  that  we  thought  of  nothing 
but  felling  our  Lives  as  dear  as  we  could  ;  the  Men  who 
had  the  Hatchets  did  terrible  Execution,  and  our  Baker^ 
who  was  a  very  llrong  Fellow,  dealt  his  Blows  with 
our  rufty  Sword  fo  freely,  that  he  twice  or  thrice  clear'd 
the  Veffel  of  the  Savages,  and  thereby  faved  us  from  De^ 
Itrudion.  All  our  Efforts  however  would  have  been  ufe- 
lefs,  if  there  had  not  fprung  up  a  brisk  Gale  from  Shore, 
which  quickly  carried  us  out  of  the  Reach  of  our  Ene- 
mies, and  gave  us  Leifure  to  confider  our  new  Situation. 
We  loft  in  the  Engagement  16  Men,  including  the  4 
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who  were  left  the  Night  preceding,  and  who  without 
Doubt  had  their  Throats  cut  by  thefe  barbarous  People. 
We  failed  along  the  Coaft,  our  Stock  of  Provifions  con- 
lifting  only  of  eight  Fowls  and  a  little  Rice,  a  poor 
Supply  for  5  6  Perfons  who  were  yet  left ;  however  we 
divided  it  equally,  and  husbanded  it  as  well  as  we  could 
for  feveral  Days. 

Hunger  at  laft  forced  us  once  more  to  think  of  go- 
ing afliore,  which  we  accordingly  did,  on  a  little  Ifland 
inhabited  indeed  but  thinly,  where  we  found  plenty  of 
frefh  Water,  fome  wild  Fowl,  and  Fruit;  but  what 
rejoiced  usmoft,  was  the  great  plenty  of  large  Canes,called 
Bamboos^  of  thefe  we  cut  Numbers,  and  having  burnt 
through  their  Joints,  filled  them  with  Water,  for  which 
they  were  the  moft  excellent  Casks  that  we  had  feen  for 
a  long  Time.  While  our  Men  were  thus  employed,  I 
went  alone  to  the  Top  of  a  very  high  Hill,  where 
looking  about  me,  I  faw  at  a  Diftance  blew  Mountains, 
I  then  remembered  that  I  had  heard  William  SchouUn^ 
the  famous  Pilot  fay,  that  in  two  or  three  Voyages  he 
bad  made  to  the  Indies^  he  had  obferved  two  Mountains 
of  that  Colour,  over-againft  the  Point  of  the  Ifland  of 
Java,  This  made  me  ftill  more  attentive,  I  remarked 
that  thefe  A'lountains  were  on  my  right  Hand,  that  we 
had  failed  along  the  lefr  Coaft  of  Sumatra^  and  that  in 
the  middle  there  appeared  a  fair  opening  in  the  Sea ; 
upon  this  I  went  down,  and  acquainted  our  Fador  with 
what  I  had  obferved,  and  with  my  Reafons  for  believing 
that  we  were  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Streight  of  Sunda, 
He  readily  came  into  my  Opinion,  whereupon  we  drew 
together  cur  People,  and  having  got  our  Water  on 
Board  put  to  Sea, 
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About  Midnight  we  faw  Fire  at  a  Diftance,  which 
we  conceived  to  have  been  in  fome  Vefiel,  but  it  prove'^ 
to  be  an  liland  in  the  Streight  of  Sufida.  We  palTed 
by  it,  and  came  in  a  fhort  Space  to  another  liland.  In 
the  Morning  I  ordered  one  of  the  Men  to  the  Maft 
Head,  who  had  not  been  there  long  before  he  cryed 
out,  Courage  my  Lads^  I  fee  Ships  riding  in  a  Road^ 
and  I  have  counted  twenty-three,  Thefe  Words  revi- 
ved us  all,  and  becaufe  the  Weather  was  quite  calm, 
we  betook  us  to  our  Oars,  that  we  might  fooner  reach 
the  Fleet.  It  lay  before  Bantam^  with  which  we  were 
then  at  War,  and  was  commanded  by  Frederick  Hout- 
man  of  Alchmar.  The  General  happened  to  be  at  this 
Time  in  his  Gallery,  and  having  viewed  our  S^il  with 
his  Perfpedlive,  he  was  fo  flruck  with  the  Oddity  of 
its  Form,  that  he  fent  his  Shaloup  to  know  what  we 
were.  We  were  quickly  known  to  the  Crew  of  that 
VeiTel,  having  failed  with  them  out  of  the  Texel^  and 
kept  them  Company  as  far  as  the  Coafl  of  Spain. 

The  Fador  and  I  therefore  went  with  them  on 
Board  the  Admiral,  who  received  us  very  kindly,  and 
fet,us  down  to  Table  with  him  ;  but  when  I  faw  the 
Bread,  the  Meat,  the  Wine,  and  the  Beer,  my  Heart 
was  fo  full,  that  I  burft  into  Tears,  and  could  not  eat 
at  all;  in  a  few  Days  however  I  recovered  pretty  well, 
and  went  with  the  Fa£lor  in  a  VefTel  difpatched  to  Ba- 
tavia^  where  we  gave  an  Account  of  all  that  happened 
to  us  to  the  General  of  the  Dutch  Eaji-India  Com- 
pany, who  provided  for  us  all  Things  in  great  Plenty, 
till  our_  Return  to  Holland.  The  Company,  faid  the 
Captain,  to  v/hom  this  Story  was  told,  would  have  pre- 
fented  the  old  Man  with  fome  Money,   but  he  abfp^ 
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lutely  refufed  it,  faying  his  Circumftances  did  not  re- 
quire it.  All  the  Company  heard  this  Relation  with 
great  Attention,  and  I  the  rather  committed  it  to  Wri- 
ting, becaufe  our  Captain  affured  me,  that  to  the  beft 
of  his  Knowledge  it  had  not  yet  been  Printed. 

Doctor  Sahiati  a  Genoefe,  who  had  been  both  in 
the  Eaji  and  JVeft-Indies^  and  was  a  Man  of  great  Wit 
and  Learning,  entertained  us  with  many  Stories  of  his 
Adventures,  as  like  wife  did  Seignior  Altoviti^  a  Neapoli- 
tan^ a  moft  ingenious  Man,  with  whom  my  Acquain- 
tance took  Birth  in  this  PalTage,  and  proved  much  more 
pleafant  than  ufeful.  The  7  th  the  Weather  was  fair, 
and  our  Captain  declared  to  us  in  the  Evening,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  about  fourfcore  Leagues  from  Alexan- 
dria. But  tho'  there  was  little  Wind,  the  Sea  dill  ran 
high;  fo  that  we  durft  ufe  but  little  Sail,  tho'  we  were 
defirous  enough  of  getting  into  Port.  The  8th  the 
Wind  was  fair,  and  we  made  a  great  deal  of  Way. 
On  the  9th  we  were  in  Sight  of  Land,  and  about  Noon 
came  into  the  Port  of  Alexandria. 

For  the  prefent  Mr.  Perez,  myfelf,  and  our  Servant 
Antonio,  went  to  lodge  with  one  Veneroni,  an  Acquain- 
tance of  our  Captain's;  thither  alfo  came  Seignior  Al- 
toviti^  who  was  our  Companion  in  feeing  all  theCuriofi- 
ties  in  and  about  this  famous  City,  among  which  he 
could  find  none  which  deferved  Admiration  more  than 
himfelf.  He  palled  v/ith  us  for  a  Trav^-ller,  whom  Cu- 
riofity  only  led  to  vifit  Egypt ;  but  he  difcourfed  on  all 
Subjects  with  fach  Fluency,  and  with  fuch  Appearance 
of  Knowledge,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  conceive  he 
fhould  make  this  Voyage  with  no  other  View.  His 
peculiar  Excellency  was  in  finding   out,    and  fuiting 
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himfelf  to  every  Man's  Genius,  Temper,  and  Plea- 
fures  ;  fo  that  he  was  not  only  the  Companion,  but  the 
bofom  Friend  of  Dr.  Salviati^  Mr.  Perez^  our  Cap- 
tain, myfelf,  and  even  of  Antonio^  whom  he  knew  how 
to  play  oiF  for  the  Diverlion  of  every  Body  without 
offending  him,  which  was  no  light  Secret. 

He  loved  Expence,  came  into  all  Propofitions  where 
Pleafure  was  in  View,  and  paid  for  every  Thing  frank- 
ly, and  like  a  Man  of  Quality.  He  liked  Play  as  a 
Diverlion,  and  tho'  he  did  not  fhew  any  great  Skill  in 
it,  he  was  generally  fuccefsful.  Tho'  he  never  pro- 
pofed  high  Stakes,  yet  he  would  readily  make  them  to 
gratify  a  Lofer,  nor  was  it  till  after  a  very  long  Ac- 
quaintance, and  upon  a  very  particular  Occafion,  that  I 
learned  this  was  his  Philofopher's  Stone,  and  the  Mine 
from  whence  he  drew  wherewith  to  fubiift.  He  could 
not  be  at  this  Time  above  50  Years  of  Age,  and  yet 
he  was  fo  well  known  in  all  Parts  of  Europe^  that  he 
was  forced  to  take  this  Method  for  opening  a  new  Vein 
as  the  Miners  phrafe  it. 

Dr.  Salviati  came  hither  on  the  Bulinefs  of  his  Pro- 
feffion ;  he  had  been  invited  by  two  Brothers,  who  reli- 
ded  as  Fadlors  at  Alexandria^  to  come  and  live  w^ith 
them,  in  order  to  take  Care  of  their  Health.  The  Doc- 
tor was  about  forty-lix,  had  all  the  Italian  Politenefs, 
with  a  great  deal  of  good  Senfe,  and  as  much  Sincerity  as 
any  Man  could  wifh  in  a  Friend.  He  went  immediate- 
ly to  his  Patrons,  who  received  him  with  as  much  Af- 
fecflion  as  if  he  had  been  their  nearelt  Relation,  caufed  all 
his  Things  to  be  immediately  brought  to  their  Houfe, 
and  my  great  Bale  with  them  at  his  Requell,  aiTigned 
him  a  large  Apartment,  and,  in  fine,  did  every  thing 
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for  him  which  would  have  contented  the  mort  trouble- 
fome  Man  in  the  World,  whereas  of  all  Men  he  was  the 
leaft  fo.  The  Do6lor  had  but  one  Fault,  which  was, 
that  he  liked  Play.  This  brought  him  to  us  every  Day, 
though  he  generally  loft  his  Money,  and  would  have 
loft  it  always,  if  the  Neapolitan  had  not  had  Skill  enough 
to  loofe  now  and  then  to  him,  at  leaft  double  as  much 
as  he  won  of  him  at  any  lingle  Time. 

Our  Affairs  went  on  very  happily  from  the  very  Mo- 
ment of  our  Arrival.  Signior  Jltovki^  to  make  his 
Court  to  us,  exerted  all  his  Diligence  in  procuring  graved 
Stones,  Medals,  and  fuch  like  Curiolities  which  he  had 
Addrefs  enough  to  buy  much  cheaper  than  w^e  could,  and 
with  which  he  furnifhed  us  at  the  Price  he  bought  them, 
fuppofing  us  to  be  Men  of  Fortune,  who  colleded  them, 
for  our  own  Cabinets.  The  Dodor,  who  was  not 
tery  curious  this  Way,  having  his  Head  turned  entirely 
to  Phylick  and  Chemiftry,  frequently  did  us  Favours  in 
the  fame  Way.  As  for  Antonio^  we  gave  him  feven  or 
eight  Piafters,  and  in  two  or  three  Days  he  brought  in  a 
large  Cargo,  amongft  which  we  generally  found  fome-^ 
thing  of  Value.  Froni  our  firft  coming  hither,  I  re- 
mark'd  Mr.  l^erez  did  not  much  care  for  converfing  with 
any  of  the  Jews ;  and  indeed  where-ever  he  came  he 
feemed  to  ftand  no  lefs  in  Fear  of  them  than  of  the  In- 
quifition.  He  never  condefcended  to  give  Reafons  on 
this  Head  j  but  by  putting  together  Things  I  have  heard 
him  fay,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  Jews  allowed  of  no 
Latitudinarians  amongft  them,  but  thought  themfelves 
at  Liberty  to  punifh  any  Man  who  in  the  conftant  Te- 
iiour  of  his  Life  difobey'd  the  Laws  of  Mofes,  On  this 
Account,  whenever  I  had  any  Trajifa<^ions  "ivith  Jews^ 
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I  took  care  to  keep  them  at  a  Diflance,  which  I  had  all 
the  Opportunity  in  the  World  of  doing,  Mr.  Perez  being 
a  Man  above  Sufpicion,  as  believing  firmly  that  a  Perfon 
who  called  himfelf  his  Friend,  would  never  forfeit  his 
Honour  fo  far  as  to  deceive  him  ;  and  as  I  was  confcious 
to  my  felf  that  I  deferved  the  Trufl  he  repofed  in  me^ 
I  took  my  Meafures  fo  as  to  ferve  our  common  Interell, 
without  giving  him  any  particular  Caufe  of  Difplea- 
fure. 

Those  People,  I  mean  the  Jews^  carry  on  the 
greateft  Part  of  the  Trade  of  Egypt ^  and  therefore  all 
who  have  any  Concerns  therein  have  confequently  fome- 
thing  to  do  with  them.  We  were  recommended  to  one 
whofe  Name  was  Abraham^  through  the  Means  of  Mr. 
i^etherjlone ;  and,  on  our  firft  Arrival,  I  thought  myfelf 
extremely  happy  in  having  Bufinefs  to  tranfadl  with  him. 
He  fpoke  Italian^  French^  and  Spafiijl)  perfedlly.  He 
was  known  to,  and  had  great  Interell  with  not  only  the 
Venetian  Conful,  and  the  French  Vice-Conful,  but  alfo 
the  Turkijh  Officers,  Civil  and  Military  ;  able  in  his  Pro= 
feflion,  polite  in  his  Manners,  and  much  better  acquaint- 
ed with  Books  than  any  Jew  I  ever  met  with  who  was 
not  2.  RMi.  With  allthefe  QualilicationSj  he  was  one 
of  the  moll  cunning,  artful  Knaves,  that  ever  exilled; 
Many  fufpecled  him,  but  few  or  none  durll  publifh  their 
Sufpicions,  for  he  was  fo  fubtile  in  his  Contrivances,  and 
had  fuch  a  mighty  Interell,  that  whoever  offended  him, 
feldom  efcaped  fome  great  Mifhap  or  other. 

For  my  part,  the  firll  Affair  I  had  with  him,  was  the 
Sale  of  a  Parcel  of  Coral  which  had  been  forted  by  Mr. 
Fetherjione,  and  was  not  only  excellent  in  its  kind,  but 
,5ilfo  very  neatly  wrought,    He  was  fo  pleafed  with  the 
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Samples  I  fliew'd  him,  that  he  readily  undertook  to  dir-^ 
pofe  of  all  that  we  had,  which  was  fomewhat  more  than 
two  Quintals  ;  this  accordingly  he  performed  much  to 
my  Satisfadion,  for  he  fold  it  for  a  thoufand  Piafters, 
whereas  the  Venetian  Merchants,  with  whom  Dr.  Sal- 
viati  lived,  afTured  me  that  the  Coral  would  not  fetch 
above  eight  hundied  and  fifty.  Before  we  came  to  make 
up  the  Accompt,  my  Jew  (hewed  me  abundance  of  Cu- 
riofities,  fome  truly  antique,  but  the  greater  Part  of  them 
evidently  Counterfeits  i  thofe  which  were  of  any  Value, 
he  fet  much  too  high  a  Price  on  ;  and  when  I  refufed  to 
take  them,  feemed  to  be  not  a  little  difpleafed ;  how- 
ever, he  fhewed  me  afterwards  fome  colour'd  Stones, 
fuch  as  Chryfolites  and  Amethifts^  and  at  laft  fome  Eme^ 
ralds^  of  which  there  are  in  Egypt  fome  of  great  Value. 
Amongll  thefe  there  were  two,  which  if  abfolutely  per- 
fect, would  have  been  valuable  ;  as  they  were,  he  asked 
three  hundred  Piafters  for  the  one,  and  two  hundred  for 
the  other ;  I  offer'd  him  two  hundred  and  fifty  for  the 
largelt ;  to  which,  with  fome  Difficulty,  he  agreed. 

When  I  brougllt  the  Stone  home,  I  fhew'd  it  to  Mr. 
PereZj  and  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  it,  he  faid,  it 
might  poflibly  be  fold  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  Piafters, 
but  that  he  would  not  give  fo  much  for  it ;  upon  which  I 
told  him  that  I  bought  it  for  my  felf,  in  order  to 
fend  it  into  England  for  a  Prefent.  I  am  forry  for  it, 
faid  Mr.  Perez,  we  muft  fell  Stones  as  we  find  them, 
foul  or  clean  ,  but  when  we  make  Prefents  they  fhould  be 
abfolutely  perfedl  ;  at  which  I  fmiled,  telling  him  it  was 
a  Spani/h  Nicety  ;  but  that  there  were  many  People  who 
loved  large  Stones,  rather  than  fmall  ones  of  greater  Va- 
lue.   My  real  Defign  in  buying  this  Emerald  was  to  try 
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the  Secret  I  had  of  freeing  it  from  its  Imperfedion,  but, 
at  the  fame  Time,  I  found  the  Jew  had  impofed  upon 
me  near  half  in  half  j  notwithilanding  which,  and  my 
allowing  him  a  Half  per  Centum  more  than  ufual  in  the 
Sale  of  the  Coral,  he  was  io  difpleafed  at  our  not  putting 
all  Things  into  his  Hands,  that  he  could  not  forbear  do- 
ing us  privately  ill  Turns  which  we  had  no  Way  defer- 
ved,  and  which  Antonio  would  have  revenged  in  his  own 
Way  if  I  had  not  prevented  him. 

During  our  Stay  in  this  City,  which  was  longer 
than  we  at  firll  conceived  necellary,  and  which  was 
much  fhorter  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  fince  no  Place 
was  fitter  for  our  Purpofe.  I  fay,  during  our  Stay  here, 
and  within  three  Months  after  our  Arrival,  there  hap- 
pened a  lingular  Adventure,  which  ferved  to  give  us  a 
great  Idea  of  our  own  good  Fortune,  and  proved,  I 
think,  the  principal  Motive  to  our  taking  abundance  of 
needlefs  Trouble  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  ftill  better 
Luck,  of  which  there  would  have  been  much  more  Pro- 
bability if  we  had  never  left  Alexandria  at  all. 

The  Adventure  was  this :  When  I  had  Occafion  to 
go  abroad,  I  hired  always  the  Afs  of  an  old  Arab^  or, 
as  they  are  calFd  there.  Bedouin^  who  fpoke  a  fort  of 
Lingua  franca^  and  with  whom  I  could,  though  not 
without  fome  Difficulty,  converfe.  This  Man,  on 
account  of  my  giving  him  now  and  then  fomewhat 
more  than  the  Hire  of  his  Bead  came  to,  which 
was  in  Truth  very  little,  began  to  have  a  great 
Liking  to  me,  the  rather,  I  believe,  becaufe  of  my 
being  more  referv'd  and  grave  than  the  Franks^  as  they 
call  the  Europeans^  ufually  are.  It  fo  happened  one 
Day,  that  this  poor  Fellow  having  got  Cold,  complained 
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much  of  a  Pain  in  his  Stomach  ;  withfome  Difficulty  I 
got  him  to  take  a  little  of  a  Cordial  in  which  Rhubarb 
had  been  alfo  infufed,  which  prefently  relieved  him. 
When  we  came  home,  he  told  me  that  he  would  the 
next  Day  bring  m.e  fome  of  the  Franks  Treafure,  by 
which  he  meant  Medals,  and  other  Curiofities,  which 
Travellers  ufually  enquire  for  in  Egypt.  Accordingly 
the  next  Day  he  came  and  brought  tied  up  in  a  coarfe 
Cloth,  as  many  Things  as  would  have  filled  a  Man's 
Hat :  I  did  not  examine  them  very  carefully,  becaufe  at 
firft  Sight  T  perceived  that  they  were  genuine  and  curious, 
but  afkcd  him  what  he  would  have  for  them  -,  he  alked 
twenty  Piafters,  which  in  his  Judgment  was  a  vaft  Sum. 
I  gave  him  twelve,  and  he  went  away  not  only  fatisfied, 
but  over-joy'd. 

These  poor  People  live  in  the  Vaults  and  Caverns 
among  the  Ruins  of  the  ancient  City  of  Alexandria, 
In  thefe  Places  they  have  great  Opportunities  of  finding 
Medals,  Stones,  Idols  of  green  Earth,  and  other  Cu- 
riofities. It  feems  a  little  before  our  Arrival  there  had 
been  a  very  great  Storm,  accompanied  with  Rain,  which 
wafhed  down  the  Things  the  Arab  fold  me,  with  many 
more,  into  his  Vault  or  Cellar,  where  he  treafured  them 
up  till  he  had  an  Opportunity  of  felling  them, 

Mr.  Perez^  when  he  faw  thefe  Things,  and  con- 
fidered  them,  looked  upon  this  as  a  fmgular  good  Omen, 
and  indeed  there  were  two  Medals  of  Lyfimachus  in  Sil- 
ver, and  one  in  Brafs  of  Cleopatra,  which  were  valuable ; 
neither  was  there  any  thing  falfe,  or  which  could  be  faid 
to  be  of  little  Value.  There  were  likewife  three  Ta- 
blets of  Cornelian,  harder,  and  of  a  much  deeper  Co- 
lour than  is  ufual,  which  feem*d  to  have  been  prepared 
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for  engraving  j  but,  by  fome  Accident,  were  left  plain, 
and  were  the  fineli  I  ever  faw.  We  fent  thefe,  and  a 
great  many  other  Things,  to  Mr.  Fetherjiorie,  from  whom 
we  received  Advice,  that  by  proper  Afortments,  and 
fending  tliem  to  different  Places,  our  Colleclions  would 
in  all  Likelihood  produce  very  conliderable  Advantages. 

B  Y  this  time  our  Neapolitan  began  to  difcern  fome- 
what  of  our  Bufinefs,   and  therefore  prelTed  Mr.  Perez 
to  go  to  Cairo.     It  was  indeed  high  time  for  him  to  be 
gone,^  fince  he  had  already  ftaid  longer  than  feemed  con- 
liflent  with  the  Account  he  gave  of  himfelf,  and  of  his 
Bufinefs ;   but  as  for  us,    there  feemed  to  be  no  great 
Caufe  for  our  removing,  nor  had  I  any  Idea  of  it  'till 
Mr.  Perez  mentioned  it,  and  alTured  me  that  we  fhould 
£nd  our  Account  therein.     But  after  all,  the  Neapolitan 
was  forced  to  depart  without  us,    having  won  a  large 
Sum  of  Money  of  a  Jew^  who  did  not  bear  his  Lofs 
with  that  Patieace  which  our  Friend  expeded.     The 
Caufe  of  oar  longer  Stay  v/as  my  falling  ill  of  an  Ague, 
which  proved  very  troublefome,    for  I  relapfed  twice. 
To  facilitate  my  Recovery,  Dr.  Sahiati,  with  the  Con-  • 
fent  of  his  Patrons  gave  me  a  Share  in  hi^  x^partment  at 
their  Houfe.     Here  having  the  Opportunity  of  a  fmall 
Furnace,   I  made  an  Experiment  of  the  Emerald  my 
yezu  had  fold  me,  but  it  did  not  fucceed  fo  happily  as  I 
expe«5led,    though  it  improved  the  Stone  very  much. 
Tujo  or  three  large  Topaz's^  which  were  very  foul,  and 
as  it  were  muddy,  I  tried  in  the  fame  Manner,  and  fuo 
ceeded  therein  beyond  my  Expedtation,  for  they  became 
perfedlly  clear  and  well-colour'd.     Some  Experiments 
alfo  I  made  on  AmethiJIs  and  ChryfoIiteSy  but  to  no  Pur- 
pofe  at  all,    When  I  was  perfe<5lly  recovered.  I  cocfent- 
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ed,  at  the  Requeft  of  my  Friend  Perez,  though  againft 
my  own  Opinion,  to  go  to  Rofetta,  and  thence  to 
Cairo.    \^ 

The  Time  we  ftaid  at  Alexandria^  including  the  bell 
Seafon  of  the  Year,  I  had  before  me  all  the  Opportuni- 
ties I  could  defire  of  informing  myfelf  concerning  the 
ancient  and  prefent  State  of  that  moll  famous  City  ; 
neither  did  I  let  them  flip,  but  as  far  as  in  my  Power  lay 
improved  what  I  heard,  what  I  faw,  what  I  read,  and 
what  from  the  Comparifon  of  thefe  I  was  abk  to  con- 
jedture  to  the  bell  Advantage.  Hence  I  often  amufed 
myfelf  with  framing  Ideas  of  the  different  Situation 
Things  have  been  in,  in.  this  Part  of  the  World,  and  of 
the  Power,  Grandeur,  and  Riches,  of  the  feveral  Poten- 
tates who  have  either  ruled  in  Egypt ^  or  made  it  a  Part 
of  their  .Dominion.  On  mature  Deliberation,  I  am 
perfuad€d  myfelf,  and  I  thijik  I  could  prove  it  to  any  rea- 
fonable  Perfon,  that  the  ancient  Kings  of  Egypt,  before 
the  Times  of  Alexander,  were  by  far  the  molt  confide- 
rable  Princes  that  ever  fwayed  here.  At  firll  Sight  it 
will  feem  odd  to  deduce  this  from  the  Confideration  of 
Alexandria,  a  City  built  after  the  Extindion  of  their 
Government,  yet  have  I  certainly  Reafon  on  my  Side, 
fince  if  the  ancient  Egyptian  Princes  had  not  taken  Care 
to  confer  on  this  Country  thofe  Benefits  which  Nature 
had  denied  it,  it  would  have  been  fo  far  from  affording  a 
Situation  proper  for  the  Metropolis  of  a  great  Kingdom, 
that  there  could  not  have  been  fo  much  as  a  Village,  no 
not  a  Houfe  here,  or  any  where  hereabouts. 

The  Maps  v/e  commonly  have  of  Egypt  arefo  erro- 
neous, that  it  is  really  a  difficult  Thing  to  have  a  jull 
Comprehenfion  of  what  Travell?rs  i'i^^  of  that  Country; 
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and  I  have  been  fometimes  not  a  little  furpriz'd  to  fee 
Charts  inferted  in  Books  dire6lly  contrary,  as  to  the  Situ- 
ation of  Places,  to  what  was  faid  in  them.  The  City  I 
am  fpeaking  of  lies  without  the  Delta^  towards  the  Ly- 
hian  Defarts.  The  Soil  about  it  was  naturally  as  fandy 
and  barren,  as  unfit  for  Cultivation,  and  as  abfolutely 
void  of  Water  as  can  be  imagined.  To  remedy  thefe 
Evils,  and  to  turn  this  Wildernefs  into  a  habitable  Coun- 
try, the  ancient  Kmgs  of  Egypt  devifed  Methods  of  fup- 
plying  it  with  Water  ;  and  as  a  very  great  Quantity  was 
neceflary,  they  caufed  a  large  and  deep  Lake  to  be  funk 
within  a  few  Miles  of  the  Sea,  to  be  a  proper  Receptacle 
for  the  furnifhing  the  Canals  they  had  defigned  with  Wa- 
ter, at  fuch  Times  as  they  could  not  be  drawn  direflly 
from  the  Nile,  This  Lake  Hill  remains  a  Monument  of 
their  Wifdom  ^nd  Power,  and  is  called  Mareotis,  It 
was  fiird  by  the  Waters  derived  to  it  from  two  g:rand 
Canals,  the  one  drawn  from  the  Lake  Moms  in  the  up- 
per, and  the  other  difcharging  the  Waters  colle61:ed  in  the 
lower  Egypt.  From  the  Lake  Mareotis  again  there  was 
a  Canal  to  the  Sea,  and  feveral  other  Cuts  for  the  Con- 
veniency  of  Agriculture  and  Navigation.  Thus  the 
Country  became  inhabitable,  by  Degrees  was  filled  with 
Villages,  and  lying  conveniently  for  Trade,  efuecially 
with  the  Greeks,  ferved  to  circulate  the  Commodities  of 
the  higher  Egypt,  and  perhaps  of  Ethiopia,  and  to  re- 
turn in  their  Head  the  Manufadlures  and  Wealth  of 
'Europe, 

It  was  in  this  State  that  Alexander  the  Great  found 
It,  and  very  wifely  contrived  to  build  a  new  City  here 
to  be  the  Seat  of  the  Grecian  Governors,  and  a  kind 
pf  Check  upon  the  reft  of  Egypt,     Whoever  is  well 
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acquainted  with  his  Hillory,  will  perceive  that  he  pur- 
chafed  no  part  of  his  great  Dominions  at  fo  eafy  a  Rate  as 
he  did  Egypt,  The  true  Rcafon  of  which  was,  that  the 
Egyptians  naturally  inchned  to  rid  themfelves  of  the  Ter- 
fian  Yoke,  and  to  fubmit  themfelves  rather  to  him  than 
to  any  body  elfe.  Their  old  Mafters  had  always  treat- 
ed them  with  great  Severity,  and  w^ere  beiides  open  Ene- 
mies to  their  SuperlHtion.  The  Greeks^  on  the  other 
hand,  were  their  old  Friends,  and  little  Jefs  fuperftitious 
than  themfelves.  Hov/ever,  as  Alexander  thought  of 
keeping  as  well  as  getting,  he  faw  clearly  that  the  Egyp- 
tians were  not  to  be  depended  upon,  and  that  it  would  be 
an  indifcreet  rifquing  of  his  v£teran  Troops  to  leave  a 
fmall  Number  of  tliem  encamped  in  the  open  Country 
fcatter'd  up  and  down  in  Garrifons,  or  in  any  great  in- 
land City,  where,  in  cafe  of  Rebellion,  they  might  be 
prefently  block*d  up,  and  eafily  famifh'd  before  they  could 
receive  any  Succours.  There  was  nothing  therefore 
either  of  Pride  or  of  Vanity  in  Alexander's,  building  this 
City,  but  it  was  purely  a  Work  of  Policy,  which  he  ex- 
ecuted with  as  much  Spirit,  as  he  projected  it  with 
Sagacity.  I  know  very  well  that  there  are  fome  Dif- 
cordances  in  the  Accounts  given  us  of  this  Tran  faction 
by  the  Ancients  ;  but  he  who  will  exercife  his  Under- 
iianding  and  attend  rather  to  the  Reafon  of  Things  than 
to  the  Niceties  of  Expreffion,  and  thofe  Ornaments  which 
Hifcorians  ufually  endeavour'd  after,  fuch  as  Prodigies 
and  miraculous  Accidents,  will  find  this  Account  proba- 
ble enough. 

This  City,  as  laid  out  by  Dinocrates^  at  the  Com- 
jnand  of  Alcxa?ider,  ftretched  from  the  Lake  Mareotis 
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to  the  Sea,  thereby  afFarding  all  imaginable  Conveniency 
for  correfponding  with  the  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt,  at 
the  fame  time  that  efFeilual  Provifion  was  made  for  efta- 
blifhing  a  ftrong  Garrifon,  and  a  numerous  and  fiourifh- 
ing  Colony,  open  in  refpedl  to  Greece,  from  whence  at 
Times  it  could  receive  Succours  fufficient  not  only  to 
preferve  itfelf,  but  to  fecure  the  Dominion  of  the  Greeks 
over  Egypt,  As  it  owed  its  Foundation  to  one  of  the 
greateft  Princes  in  the  World,  fo  from  the  very  Begin- 
ning it  was  adorned  with  the  nobleft  publick  Buildings 
which  the  Greek  Tafte  for  Architedure  then  at  its  great- 
eft  Height,  and  fupported  by  all  the  Riches  of  the 
Eaft,  could  fupply.  This  great  Conqueror,  fo  long  as  he 
lived,  continued  his  Care  to  this  Child  of  his  Policy,  ac- 
cording to  it  fuch  Privileges  and  taking  fuch  Pains  to  fur- 
nifh  it  wath  Inhabitants,  that  ^  it  was  built,  fo  it  was 
peopled  in  fo  fhort  a  Space,  that  the  Account  we  have 
of  it  would  be  incredible,  if  we  knew  not  that  the  whole 
was  carried  on  by  him,  who  with  thirty  fix  thoufand  Men 
attempted  and  atchieved  the  Conqueil  of  the  bell  Part  of 
the  Univerfe. 

His  SucceiTor  in  this  Part  of  his  Dominions,  Ptolemy 
Lagus^  if  he  was  not  gather  the  Son  of  Philip,  and  the 
Brother  of  Alexander,  made  Alexandria  his  Capital,  and 
the  Care  of  fortifying,  adorning,  and  augmenting  it, 
the  grand  Bufmefs  of  a  long  and  profperous  Reign.  It 
was  he  who  made  its  Port  the  Wonder  of  the  World, 
and  erected  over  a  njoft  magnificent  Palace  built  on  an 
artificial  Ifland,  that  celebrated  Pharos  of  which  Authors 
fpeak  with  fuch  Rapture  and  Amazement. 

His  Succeflbrs  purfued  the  fame  Plan,  that  is  to  hy^ 
they  improved  and  adorned  Alexandria  to  the  utmoil  of 
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their  Power, transferring  hither  by  degrees  all  the  Greekkxts^ 
and  ereding  that  celebrated  Library  which  was  at  length 
encreafed  to  five,  fome  fay  to  feven  hundred  thoufand 
Volumes,  and  which  is  affirmed  to  have  periftied  by 
Fire  when  Julius  Cafar  was  in  this  City,  tho'  neither 
that  Prince,  nor  the  Conful  Hirtius,  who  continued  his 
Commentaries,  fay  any  thing  of  it.  Cleopatra^  the  laft 
Greek  Sovereign  of  Egypt^  exerted  her  utmoft  Force  in 
order  to  excell  all  her  Predeceilbrs  in  magnificent  Build- 
ings, the  Ruins  of  which  (if  they  be  truly  the  Ruins  of 
her  Palace  which  are  commonly  ealled  fo)  remain  to  this 
Day. 

After  Egypt  became  a  Province  of  Rome^  Alexan- 
dria of  courfe  declined  from  its  former  Grandeur,  but 
remained  ftill,  as  the  Roman  Authors  frequently  confefs, 
the  next  City  to  i?^;;/^,containing  not  lefs  than  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  free  Citizens,  and  of  all  Sorts  of  Inhabitants, 
a  Million  at  the  leaft.  Its  Commerce,  its  pleafant  and 
convenient  Situation,  its  being  the  Metropolis  of  Africa 
after  the  Ruin  of  Carthage^  drew  t;o  it  fuch  a  Flux  of 
Riches,  and  all  other  Utenfils  of  Luxury,  that,  as  ^in- 
tilian  informs  us,  Delicia  Alexandria^  the  Delights  of 
Alexandria^  became  a  Proverb.  Thence  forward  it 
{hared  the  Fate  of  tht  Roman  Empire,  or  rather  of  the 
Cmjiantinopolitan^  of  which  it  rem.ained  a  Province  'till 
it  was  over-run  by  the  Saracens  in  the  Caliphat  of  Omar^ 
when  with  all  the  reft  of  Egypt  it  fell  into  their  Hands, 
and  fufi^ered  from  thence  all  the  Calamities  a  barbarous 
Enemy  could  infli(3:,  an  Enemy  equally  cruel  to  Build- 
ings and  ta  People.  This  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  Con- 
dition of  this  People  at  the  Time  of  their  Eruption  into 
Egypt  j   for  h'y  degrees,  when  they  were  fettled  there. 
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and  tailed  the  Bleffings  of  civil  Government,  Peace  and 
Riches,  they  became  quite  another  People. 

However,  their  SucceiTors,  v^ho  came  thus  to  un^- 
derftand  the  Value  of  the  Greek  Learning,  could  neither 
reftore  the  Buildings  their  Predeceflbrs  had  overturned, 
or  thofe  innumerable  Works  of  Literature  which  they 
had  deftroyed.     For  as  all  the  Princes  to  whom  Alexan- 
dria had  been  fubjefl  endeavoured  to  render  it  famous  for 
being  the  Seat  of  the  Mufes  as  well  as  of  Government, 
fo  the  Libraries  which  they  piqued  themfelves  on  creel- 
ing had  all  of  them  alike  ill  Fate.     Of  the  firll.  Mention 
hath  been  made  already,  the  fecond,  begun  by  Cleopatra^ 
and  augmented  by  the  Romaii  Princes  and  Governors, 
was  I  know  not  how  deflroyed  by  the  Zeal  of  Chriftian 
Priefts,  from  a  Notion  that  heathen  Learning  mull  nourifh 
heathen  Superilition.     What  was  faved  from  this  general 
Wreck  of  Literature,  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Saracens, 
who  here,  as  well  as  at  Cairo^  heated  their  Ovens  and  their 
Bagnio's  with  Heaps  of  invaluable  Manufcripts.     In  the 
Wars,    which  almofl  continually  vexed  Egypt,  after  it 
fell  un0er  the  Dominion  of  thefe  new  Matters,  Alexan- 
dria fufFered  not  a  little  ;  and  at  length  one  of  the  Suc- 
ceiTors of  Saladin,  as  the  Europeans  call  him,  enclofed 
a  Part  of  the  City  with  Walls,  which  are  yet  {landing, 
'  well  fortified  with  Towers,  after  having  demolifh'd  eve- 
ry Thing  without  them,  as  well  to  prevent  any  Rebels 
from  fortifying  themfelves  amongft  them,  as  to  furnifh 
himfelf  with  Materials  for  the  Works  carried  on  by  his 
Command, 

I  KNOW  very  well  that  many  Travellers  have  repor- 
ted, that  the  Walls  now  Handing  are  thofe  built  by  A- 
lexander-^  but  they  are  really  what  I  fay,  as  appears  not 
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only  from  the  Arabian  Hiftorians,  but  from  the  Walls 
themfelves,  which  are  plainly  compofed  in  great  Mea- 
fure  of  the  Fragments  of  an  ancient  Building,-  and 
have  in  many  Places  Arahick  Infcriptions,  all  of  a  Date 
inferior  to  that  afligned  for  their  Eredion.  Under  the 
Mamalukes  it  is  faid,  that  the  ancient  Alexandria^  ©r 
rather  the  magnificent  Ruins  of  it,  fuffered  new  Out- 
rages. Thefe  People,  greedy  of  Money,  and  having 
ftrong  Sufpicions  that  the  Obelisks  they  faw  covered  with 
Hieroglyphics  were  ere(5led  for  no  other  Purpofe  than  by 
their  Talifmannick  Virtue,  to  preferve  the  Treafures  bu- 
ried under  them,  broke  and  threw  them  down  where- 
ever  they  could,  apd  defaced  all  the  Statues  they  met 
with,  if  they  had  the  leaft  Sufpicion  that  they  were  hol- 
low. 

The  Turks  lince  they  became  Mafters,  have  aded 
upon  the  fame  wife  Plan,  and  it  is  hard  to  fay  whether 
they  have  been  more  induflrious  in  deftroying  the  noble 
Monuments  of  Antiquity,  or  carelefs  in  ereding  pub- 
lick  Vi^'orks  themfelves.      The  true   Source  of  which 
left-handed  Policy  is  this,  that   they  look  upon  Egypt 
not  as  an  Eftate,  but  as  a  Farm,  of  which  they  may 
one  Day  lofe  the  Poileffion  j  and  therefore  while  they 
have  it,  they  are  for  making  as  much  of  it  as  they  can. 
For  we  are  much  in  the  wrong  to  fnppofe  that  the  Turks 
are  a  dull,  fenfeiefs  People,  whereas  in  Truth,  they  are 
quite  other  wife  5  the  Things  from  which  we  make  fuch 
Inferences,  have  Caufes  that  we   don't    fufpedl;    and 
therefore  in  this  Light  they  are  not  Fools,  but  we.    It 
is  true,  that  if  we  eftablifh  for  our  Rule  this  Maxim, 
that  fuch  Things  only  as  are  vertuoujly  done^  are  wifely 
daney  we  fhali  condemn  the  Turh^  yet  may  they  not 
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alfo  pra/  Judgment  againft  us  on  the  fame  Statute.  But 
if  the  purfuit  of  Riches  be  an  allowable  End  in  them,  as 
from  our  Pradice  it  fhould  feem  we  ought  to  admit, 
then  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found,  they  are  at  leall  as  wife  as 
ourfelves.  For  not  to  ramble  too  far  from  my  Subject 
here,  in  the  Port  of  Jlexandria  the  Grand  Seignior  ads 
with  as  much  Policy  as  any  European  Prince,  for  he 
impofes  Duties  upon  all  foreign  Commodities  ;  fo  that 
if  his  Subjeds  will  deal  in  Superfluities,  they  muft  pay 
him,  but  he  gives  all  manner  of  Encouragement  for 
the  vending  the  rich  Commodities  of  their  own  Coun- 
try, whereby  the  Balance  of  Trade  is  brought  on  their 
Side,  and  confequently  the  Well  furnifhed  with  conti- 
nual Supplies  of  Water,  to  be  firlt  fuck'd  up  by  inferior 
Spunges,  and  at  lad  fqueez'd  at  once  into  the  hmomlefi 
Cijiern  of  the  Imperial  Treafure^  acquired  by  draining 
and  employed  in  oppreffing  the  People.  Madnefs  which 
would  be  incredible  if  it  was  not  fo  common. 

But  to  return  to  the  City,  its  ancient  Magnificence 
appeared  but  in  part  from  the  noble  Strudures  ereded 
on  the  Surface,  fince  it  was  wholly  built  on  Vaults  of 
jftupendous  Contrivance,  and  wonderful  Beauty.  As 
the  Bulinefs  of  Navigation  and  Agriculture  could  not 
have  been  carried  on  without  the  many  Canals  above 
defcribed,  fo  their  Domeftic  Occafions  required  Suppliea 
of  Water  nearer  at  Hand,  and  in  Qiiantities  propor- 
tioned to  the  Number  of  Inhabitants.  Subterraneous 
Aquedudls  furnifhed  thefe,  nay,  and  furnifh  them  Itiil, 
Sox  there  is  not  a  Drop  of  Water  in  the  Modern  Alex- 
andria^ but  what  is  drawn  from  the  ancient  Cifterns 
iiird  once  a  Year,  by  the  riling  of  the  Nile^  towards 
which  Time  the  W^ter  remaining  in  thefe  Repofitories 
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corrupting,  renders  tBe  Air  unwholefome,  and  the  City 
very  fickly. 

The  old  Alexandria  was  a  Square  of  about  a  League, 
but  its  Suburbs  Itretch'd  very  much  towards  the  Tower 
of  the  Arabs  on  the  one  Side,  and  towards  Rofetta  on 
the  other,  furrounded  on  all  Sides  by  pleafant  Gardens, 
full  of  the  moft  delicious  Fruits.  The  Modern  Alex- 
andria is  in  a  manner  without  Walls,  ftretched  along  the 
Sea  Side,  and  after  gradually  declining  for  a  long  Time, 
had  well  nigh  funk  into  u  Village  40  Years  ago ;  but 
Jt  is  lince  much  recovered,  and  continues  daily  to  in- 
creafe.  Experience  having  taught  the  I'urks^  that  no- 
thing can  be  more  advantagious  than  this,  for  the  aug- 
menting their  Revenue. 

The  moft  remarkable  Thing?  in  this  new  City  are, 
the  Remains  of  thofe  ancient  Strudures  which  are  yet 
in  a  Condition  of  being  confidered.  Among  thefe,  that 
which  deferves  firft  to  be  takenNotice  of  is,  what  the  Chrif- 
tfan  Inhabitants  ftile  the  Palace  of  the  Father  of  St,  Ka- 
therine,  Avhich  is  fituated  almoft  in  the  middle  of  the 
Space  comprehended  in  the  prefent  Walls  5  a  moft  pom- 
pous Colonade  of  Pillars,  no  lefs  admirable  for  their 
Workmanfhip,  than  for  their  extraordinary  Height  and 
Bignefs,  amufes  the  Eye  of  the  Spectator  ;  it  extends 
at  prefent  500  Feet,  but  Numbers  of  the  Pillars  are  en- 
tirely demolifhed  J  fome  there  are  which  retain  half  their 
ancient  Height,  and  one  only  is  left  entire.  Over- 
againft  thefe  are  found  the  Remains  of  another  Range  of 
Pillars,  which  heretofore  fronted  thofe  before  fpokeh 
of,  whence  it  is  probably  enough  conjedured,  that  they 
included  a  Space  of  Ground  500  Foot  in  Front,  and 
200  in  Depths  in  the  midft  of  which  it  is  thought  there 


C  "I  ] 

was  a  noble  Fountain,  as,  from  many  concurring  Cif- 
cumftances,  inquifitive  Men  think  they  have  Grounds 
to  affirm,  that  thefe  were  the  publick  Baths  built  by  the 
Romans.     Over-againft  this  glorious  Relique  of  ancient 
Architedure,  ftands  one   of  the  lineft  Churches  in  E- 
gypt,  formerly  dedicated  to  St.  Athanaftus^  now  a  Tur- 
kijh  Mofque  \  of  the  Inlide  of  this  we  know  nothing 
more  than  can  be  perceived  through  certain  Openings 
over  the  Gates.     Hence  we    are  enabled   to  fay,  that 
the  Roof  of  it  is  fupported  by  four  Rows  of  Porphyry 
Pillars,  as  fair  and  beautiful  as  can  be  imagined.     As  to 
the  Churches,  or  rather  Chapels,  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Chriftians^  they  are  very  far  from  being  conliderable, 
and  as  to  the  Port,  all  that  it  hath  either  of  Safety  or 
Eeauty,  it  derives  from  its  ancient  Mailers.     At  prefent 
there  is  a  modern  Turkijh  Fortification   on  the  Illand, 
where  Hood  the  ancient  Pham,  the  Franks  call  it  Fa- 
rillon  \  it  is  neither  very  ftrong,  nor  very  beautiful,  but 
ferves  well  enough  for  the  Purpofe  to  which  it  is  ufed. 
Here  are  two  Ports,  each  covered  by  a  Mole.     That 
which  is  called  the  old  Port  is  capacious  as  well  as  very 
comodious  and  fafe,  into  which  only  the  Turkijh  Gal- 
lies  and  other  Veflels  are  fufFered  to  come ;  as  for  the 
new  Port,  it  is  far  from  having  any  of  thefe  Advanta- 
ges, tho'  they  might  be  procured  to  it  if  the   Turh 
would  be.  at  any  Expence,  which  is  fcarce  to   b§  ex- 
pe(fted. 

T  o  what  has  been  faid,  I  fhall  add  only  an  Ac- 
count of  two  Remnants  of  Antiquity  more,  the  one 
within,  the  other  without  the  Walls  of  Alexandria.  The 
firft  the  Obelisk,  or  as  the  Franks  call  it  the  Aiguilla^ 
and  our  Sailors  the  l>l?^dk  of  Ckipatra,    There  is  one 
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Handing,  and  anotlier  lying  on  the  Ground.  That 
which  is  upright  is  without  a  Pedcftal,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility there  is  a  great  Part  of  it  in  the  Earth.  It  is  four 
fquare,  pointed  at  Top,  each  Face  is  covered  with 
Hieroglyphicks^  and  the  Stone  of  which  it  is  made  won- 
derfully beautiful,  what  is  above  Ground  may  be  56 
Feet  high.  The  other,  which  is  almoft  buried  in  the 
Sand,  lies  about  12  Yards  farther,  and  is  evidently  of 
the  fame  kind.  I  have  feen  in  other  Parts  of  Egypt  fe- 
veral  of  thefe  Needles,  and  I  think  there  is  a  Correfpon- 
dence  between  the  Hieroglyphic  Figures  on  the  Faces  of 
them  all;  from  whence  I  have  been  led  to  conjedture, 
that  they  were  fet  up  by  the  ancient  Kings  of  Egypt^ 
to  make  certain  Things  known  to  their  Subjedls  for  the 
common  Good  ;  for  I  cannot  apprehend,  that  the  E- 
gyptiaris  would  expofe  any  of  the  Myfleries  of  their  Re- 
ligion in  the  Highways ;  perhaps  I  may  be  miftaken,  and 
perhaps  a  learned  Man  who  fhould  attempt  to  confute 
me,  might  be  miftaken  too  j  let  us  leave  then  thefe  ob- 
fcure  Points  to  Time,  and  the  Antiquarians,  who  pre- 
tend to  be  of  his  Council. 

The  other  Antiquity  is  the  famous  Pillar  oiPompey^ 
which  lies  about  half  a  Mile  without  the  City,  towards 
the  Lake  of  Mareotis\  this  is  at  once  the  fineft,  aod 
the  fairell  Pillar,  not  in  Egypt  only,  but  in  the  Univerfe. 
I  cannot  take  upon  me  fo  much  as  to  conje(^ure  whe- 
ther there  be  or  be  not  Foundation  for  the  Title  given 
it.  Whenever  it  was  ere6led,  it  certainly  was  the  Work 
of  a  very  great  Architefl,  fmce  it  is  alike  pleafing  to 
the  Eye  of  every  Beholder,  and  no  Critic  that  I  know 
of  hath  prefumed  to  cenfure  its  Proportions,  tho'  it  is 
not  reducible  to  any  gf  thi  Orders  in  Ufe  amongft  us. 

As 
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As  to  its  Height  two  French  Engineers  meafured  it,  as 
each  o(  them  affirm'd,  very  exactly  while  I  ^vas  here. 
The  one  allerted  it  to  be  94  Feet  high,  and  the  other 
106.  Both  thefe  People  could  not  be  right,  by  my 
Admeafurement  it  fhould  be  no  of  our  Feet.  A 
Mountebank  who  afcended  this  Pillar  with  marvelous 
Facilityj  found  it  hollow  at  the  Top  ;  it  may  be  there 
was  fome  Image  fixed  thereon  when  it  was  originally  (qI 
up.  The  Tiirksy  according  to  their  old  Cuftom,  have 
been  battering  its  Foundation,  in  order  to  look  for 
Treafure,  but  w^ithout  Succefs.  One  may  guefs  from 
this  Monument,  how  far  the  Skill  and  Addrefs  of  the 
Antients  in  thefe  fort  of  Things  tranfcends  thofe  of  the 
Moderns ;  for  I  never  heard  any  Body  pretend,  that  a 
Work  of  this  kind  could  be  executed  by  any  Artift  in 
Europe.  As  this  Pillar  is  perfectly  plain,  it  is  reafonable 
to  believe,  that  it  was  fet  up  to  perpetuate  the  Memory 
of  fome  extraordinary  Event,  which  makes  the  Learned 
fo  dubious  as  to  the  Propriety  of  the  Name  given  it,  finCe 
in  this  Senfe  it  feems  to  correfpond  with  it  well  e- 
nough,  in  other  Refpedts  the  Pillar  might  be  thought 
to  fuit  better  with  the  Grecian  Times. 

A  s  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Alexandria^  I  forbear  fpeak- 
ing  of  them,  till  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  People  of  E- 
gypt  in  general.  I  Ihall  only  add,  that  our  Sailors  com- 
monly call  this  City  Scanderoon^  in  Imitation  of  the 
Arab  Name  Scanderani^  which  is  a  Tranllation  of  the 
Greek  Name,  a  Liberty  the  more  allowable  in  them, 
lince  the  Greeks  thcmfelves  ufed  it  very  freely,  in  alter- 
ing the  Names  of  all  the  Places  which  fell  under  their 
Gogxiizance,  cither  in  their  Wars,  or  in  their  Travels, 
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We  left  this  famous  Place,  in  order  to  travel  by  Land 
to  Rofetta^  having  fent  our  Effecls  thither  in  a  Bark  by- 
Sea  ;  wc  had  in  our  Company  2 1  Perfons,  and  amongll 
them  Dr.  Salviati,  who  w^ent  to  Rofetta  on  fome  Con- 
cerns of  his  Patrons.  XVe  paft  by  a  confiderable  Lake, 
out  of  which  there  is  a  Canal  cut  to  the  Sea.  All  the 
low  Country  lies  much  expofed  to  that  Element,  and 
we  were  informed,  that  it  fometimes  rufhed  in  with  in- 
credible Fury.  The  Do^or^  Mr.  Perez,  and  fome 
other  intelligent  Ferfons  in  our  Company,  gave  it  as 
their  Opinion,  that  fome  Time  or  other  this  would 
be  fatal,  not  only  to  the  Country  between  thefe  Cities, 
but  to  Alexandria  itfelf.  At  that  Time  I  faid  nothing, 
but  having  thoroughly  confidered  the  Thing,  I  came  to 
entertain  quite  a  different  Notion,  of  v/hich  I  ftill  am, 
viz.  That  the  Sea  will  lofe  Ground  here  inllead  of 
gaining  it.  To  this  I  was  ■  iirfl  led  by  refle6ling  on 
what  the  Antients  have  delivered,  as  to  the  growing  of 
the  Delta y  by  the  continual  Acceflion  of  Mud  brought 
thither  by  the  Nile,  I  was  confirmed  in  it,  by  compa- 
ring the  Dillances  of  Places,  mentioned  in  antient  Au- 
thors, from  the  Sea,  which  I  found  to  be  much  en- 
creafed  j  and  as  to  the  Certainty  of  this,  again  I  thought 
that  there  was  no  room  left  for  me  to  doubt,  fmce  feve- 
ral  old  Captains  of  Ships  allured  me,  that  when  they 
firll  knew  the  City  of  Rofetta^  that  Part  of  it  which 
was  now  half  a  Mile  from  the  Sea,  was  within  a  quar- 
ter of  it  at  moft.  Beiides,  it  is  not  above  60  Years 
iince  Rofetta  became  a  Port,  on  account  of  the  Diffi- 
culty there  was  found  in  navigating  Barks  of  confide- 
rable Burthen  up  the  River  to  Fouhsy  where  the  Grand 
Seignior's  Officers  of  Revenue  were  formerly  fettled* 
But  of  this  Subjed  enough, 
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From  Alexandria  to  Rofetta  are  lo  Leagues,  which 
with  fome  Difficulty  we  travelled  in  one  Day,  and  took 
up  our  Lodgings  in  a  publick  Inn,  from  whence  we  re- 
mold to  the  Houfe  of  a  Scotch  Merchant,  where  we 
were  very  much  at  our  Eafe,  and  Dr.  Salviati  with  us, 
for  the  Time  he  llaid^  which  was  about  three  Weeks.  Di- 
rectly behind  this  Houfe  lay  certain  Gardens,  more  re- 
gular, and  kept  in  better  Order  then  any  we  had  hither- 
to feen.  This  induced  us  to  enquire  of  our  Landlord 
to  whom  they  belonged,  he  told  us  to  one  Ha[[an  a 
Moor^  who  had  retired  thither  from  Tetnan^  and  who 
lived  with  fuch  Luftre,  that  the  Arahs  Aid  he  had  the 
Art  of  making  Gold  grow,  a  Conceit  which  the  mean- 
er fort  of  People  take  in  a  litteral  Senfe,  and  which 
thofe  of  more  Learning  ufe  to  exprefs  the  Art  of  Tranf- 
mutation.  It  was  not  long  before  I  obtained  a  better 
Account  of  this  Moor^  and  of  the  manner  by  which  he 
had  acquired  his  Riches. 

A  Spanijh  Slave  of  his  named  Matthew  Vafquez 
about  70  Years  of  Age,  but  of  a  robuft  Conftitution, 
and  who  had  been  38  Years  in  Slavery,  came  to  the 
Houfe  of  a  JeWy  with  whom  I  had  fome  Dealings, 
and  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  vifit  me  at  our  Lodgings. 
He  told  me  that  his  Mader  was  the  Son  of  a  Spanijh 
Renegade^  who  fled  voluntarily  from  one  of  the  Spanijh 
'Garrifons,  in  order  to  abjure  his-  Religion,  which  he 
did  publickly  at  Tetuan,  and  in  the  Space  of  a  few 
Years,  came  to  be  a  very  confiderable  Perfon.  He 
took  the  Name  of  Ibrahim^  and  being  a  ftrong  well 
made  Man,  and  of  an  undaunted  Courage,  addided 
himfelf  to  Piracy  with  aftoni filing  Succefs.  He  mar- 
ried the  Daughter  ^^  bis  Patron,  who  had  given  the 
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£rft  Rife  to  his  Fortune ;  her  Name  was  Xaide^  and  fhe 
was  at  once  as  handfome  and  as  virtuous  as  an  Anget  -y 
by  her  he  had  this  Son  Hajfan^  but  loft  her  about  a  Year 
afterwards  by  the  Plague,  which  carried  off  alfo  three  of 
his  Concubines.  For  fome  Months  after  Ibrahim  was 
very  difconfolate,  'till  hearing  that  a  Neighbour  of  his, 
a  Moor  of  great  Quality,  had  a  moft  beautiful  Daughter, 
he  would  needs  fee  her ,  which,  by  the  Help  of  an  in- 
duftrious  old  Woman,  he  efFeded,  being  for  that  pur- 
pofe  placed  on  the  other  Side  of  a  Hedge  which  furround- 
ed  her  Father's  Garden. 

F ATI M  J^  that  was  the  Lady's  Name,  appeared 
to  the  Renegade  fo  charming  a  Perfon,  that,  by  the  In- 
fligation  of  the  old  Woman,  he  inftantly  made  his  Ad- 
drefles  to  her,  offered  her  the  richeft  Prefents,  and  fwore 
to  marry  no  other  Wife  if  fhe  would  confent  to  become 
his.  Fatima  was  deaf  to  all  his  Intreaties,  refufed  his 
Prefents,  and  treated  him  for  a  long  Time  with  the  moft 
haughty  Difdain.  At  length  {he  fent  him  worcf  by  the 
old  Woman  that  fhe  fufpedled  he  was  ftill  a  Chriftian  in 
his  Heart,  and  that  he  kept  up  a  Correfpondence  with 
his  Family  in  Spain,  Ibrahim  anfwer'd,  that  he  had  in- 
deed a  Father,  Mother,  and  two  Sifters,  living  when  he 
left  Europe^  but  that  he  had  never  heard  of  them  fince  ; 
to  which  Fatima  reply'd,  that  as  a  Proof  of  his  Love  fhe 
expeded  he  (hould  bring  them  over  to  TetuaUy  and  that 
they  fhould  ferve  them  as  Slaves. 

IBRAHIM  was  fo  drunk  with  his  PalTion,  that 
he  immediately  ordered  his  VefTel  to  be  got  ready,  and 
under  the  Favour  of  the  dark  Nights  run  over  to  the  Spa^ 
nijh  Coaft,  and  landed  as  near  as  poflible  to  his  Father's 
Houfe,  which  flood  about  fifteen  Miles  from  Gibraltar. 

He 
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He  immediately  debarqued  twenty  Merii  and  having 
polled  them  at  the  Foot  of  a  Hill,  about  a  Mile  from 
his  Father's  Houfe,  he  went  thither  alone.  Upon  his 
Admittance  he  told  his  Family,  that  he,  with  fix  other 
Chriftian  Slaves,  had  made  their  Efcape  from  Tetuait^ 
that  they  ha'ci  brought  with  them  in  their  Bark  a  great 
Quantity  of  Gold  and  other  Commodities  of  Value  j  he 
therefore  begg'd  that  they  would  go  with  him  to  bring  off 
his  Share,  to  which,  after  embracing  him  with  the 
warmeft  Teftimonies  of  AiFedion,  they  joyfully  con- 
fen  ted. 

But  as  it  required  fome  Time  for  them  to  find  Baf- 
kets  and  other  Conveniencies  for  tranfportlng  thefe  Goods, 
Ibrahim  propofed  that  his  Father  fhould  go  before,  and 
offered  to  go  with  him  in  order  to  have  the  Things  fet  on 
Shore,  if  his  Companions  did  not  incline  to  land  at  the 
fame  Place.  The  poor  old  Man,  not  in  the  leall  fufpe(5t- 
ing  his  Son,  readily  yielded  to  his  Requell,  and  went 
with  him  towards  the  Sea-fide.  When  they  came  to 
the  Foot  of  the  Hill,  Ibrahim  delivered  his  Father  to  his 
Crew,  with  Orders,  if  he  made  any  Refiltance,  to  cut 
his  Throat  \  his  Men,  however,  had  more  Humanity 
than  himfelf,  for  notwithilanding  the  old  A^an  cry'd  out, 
they  did  not  kill  him,  but  gagg'd  him  as  foon  as  they 
could.  Not  fo  foon,  however,  but  that  he  alarmed  the 
Country ;  fo  that  before  they  could  reach  their  Vefiel, 
they  faw  three  or  four  hundred  Men,  Horfe  and  Foot 
between  them  and  the  Shore,  Upon  this  they  abandon'd 
their  Prifoner,  and  obferving  where  their  Enemies  were 
thinneft,  made  a  brisk  Pufh,  and  got  to  their  Veilel. 

The  old  Man  finding  himfelf  at  Liberty,  quickly 
got  the  Gag  out  of  his  Mouth,  and  then  told  his  Deli- 
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yerers  after  what  Manner  he  had  been  betrayM  by  hi? 
perfidious  Son.  Upon  this  Intelligence  they  pofted 
themfeives  at  the  bottom  of  the  Hill,  till  Ibrahim  came 
with  his  Mother  and  Sifters,  who  fuppofing  them  to  be 
bis  own  Men,  order'd  them  to  carry  thofe  Women  to  the 
old  Man.  No  thou  Mifcreant  !  cry'd  his  Father,  They 
fiall  carry  thee  back  to  be  burnt  for  a  Traitor  to  thy  Coun- 
try, and  thy  Faith  !  He  was  after  a  Time  conducted  to 
the  Prifon  of  the  Inquifition  at  Seville^  and  there  being 
at  that  Time  a  Project  of  making  a  Defcent  on  Jfricky 
he  was  oiFered  his  Life  if  he  would  abjure  the  Religion  of 
Mohamed,  To  which  he  reply'd,  /y?^r;z //,  I  will  die 
a  Msar  for  the  Sake  of  the-  moji  lovely  Lady  in  Africk.. 
To  this  Refolution  he  adhered,  and  was  accordingly 
burnt  a  Year  afterwards,,  without  any  Signs  of  Remorfe^, 
or  of  any  Senfe  he  had  of  his  Condition. 

PvIy  Mailer  Hafj'an  was  not  above  two  Years  old 
when  his  Father  was  taken  Prifoner  in  Spain.  He  was 
taken  Care  of  by  his  Uncle  on  the  Mother's  Side,  who 
was  alike  attentive  to  his  Education,  and  to  the  Increafe 
of  his  Fortune.  When  he  attained  the  Age  of  twenty, 
he  was  fettled  in  a  Houfe,  married  the  Daughter  of  his 
Uncle,  whofe  Name  was  Dilferiba^  i.  e.  the  Ravifjer 
of  Hearts^  and  they  had  eight  thoufand  Sequins  given 
them  to  begin  the  World  with.  Hafjan  fell  to  the  fame 
Trade  which  his  Father  had  exercifed  j  and  being  full  of 
Moorifli  Refentment,  made  frequent  Defcents  on  the 
Spaiiijl)  Coafts,  and  brought  away  great  Numbers  of 
People,  and  much  Booty.  At  length,  his  Uncle  being 
fufpcded  of  an  Intercourfe  with  Prince  Gailand^  was  put 
to  Death,  whereupon  Haffan  embarquing  his  Wife,  four 
Female  Slaves,  my  felf  and  another,  together  with  his 
own  and  his  Uncle's  Treafure,  which  had  been  confided 
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eo  him,  on  board  his  VeHel,  failed  hither  under  Spanifi 
Colours,  where  he  lives  rather  like  a  Prince  than  a  pri- 
vate Man,  being  the  Proteftor  of  the  Arabs  and  Moors, 
and  keeping  a  ftridl  Correfpondence  with  his  Relations  in 
Barbary,  receives  from  them  whatever  is  mofl  faleable 
in  Egypt,  and  fends  them  in  Return  the  richeli  Com- 
modities from  hence.  In  order  to  this  he  travels  four 
Times  a  Year  to  Cmr&y  and  relid^s  there  a  Fortn^ht 
each  Time. 

From  this  Man,  in  the  feveral  Converfations  I  had 
with  him,  I  learned  abundance  of  curious  Particulars 
with  Refpedl  as  well  to  Barbary  as  Egypt,  he  having 
fpent  a  great  Part  of  his  Life  in  that  Country  ;  but  what 
I  valued  molt  was  his  Accaunt  of  the  Caravans  which 
pafs  annually  to  and  from  Cmro  to  Tripoli,  Tunis,  Algiers, 
Fez,  and  Morocco  ,  a  ftupendous  March,  not  only  thro' 
an  uncultivated  Country,  but  through  burning  Sands, 
ablblutely  void  of  Shade  or  Water,  and  yet  far  from  be- 
ing free  from  noxious  Animals,  which  add  to  the  other 
Plagues,  more  than  fuSicient  to  exercife  the  Patience^ 
iven  of  an  Arab,  My  Difcourfcs  with  Vafquez  take  up 
an  hundred  Pages  in  my  Diary,  but  I  fiy  no  more  of 
them  here  that  I  may  purfue  the  Thread  of  my  Narra- 
tion. 

After  the  Departure  of  Dr.  Salviati  for  Alexandria, 
I  fpent  moll  of  my  Time  with  Mr.  Perez,  and  this 
Vafquez,  who  came  every  Day  to  our  Houfe,  and 
brought  us  feveral  Perfons  who  fold  us  Curlofities  at  a 
reafonable  Rate ;  fo  that  Vv^e  quickly  fent  another  Cargo 
to  Mr.  Fetherflone.  One  Day  Vafquez,  who  was  in- 
formed that  I  Hudied  Phyfic,  came  earlier  than  ufual,  and 
^firing  to  fpeak  with  me,  told  me  I  mull  go  with  him 
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that  Moment  to  his  Mafter.  This  I  did  not  hefitate  to 
do,  though  I  had  fcarce  dined,  and  the  Weather  wa^ 
exceffively  hot.  He  conduced  me  to  a  back  Door, 
which  opened  into  his  Mailer's  Gardens,  and  ftriking 
crofs  them,  brought  me  to  a  Summer-houfe,  where  his 
Mafter  waited  for  me. 

H  E  was  a  Man  extremely  well  made,  about  thirty 
Years  of  Age,  and  had  all  the  Politenefs  of  an  Enropean. 
He  fpoke  Italian  and  SpaniJI)  well,  and  French  indiffe- 
rently. He  received  me  with  great  Civility,  and  after 
we  had  drank  Coffee,  entered  upon  the  Bufmefs  for  which 
he  had  fent  for  me.  He  told  me  that  his  Wife  was  in  a 
very  bad  State  of  Health,  and  that  though  he  had  had 
the  beft  and  mofl  skillful  in  the  Art  of  Phyfick,  both 
Men  and  Women,  (for  Men  and  Women  practice  alike 
in  Egypt ^  and  the  latter  are  thought  to  underftand  the 
Difeafes  attending  their  own  Sex  beft)  his  Wife  grew 
daily  worfe,  wdiich  induced  him,  on  the  Report  of  hi^ 
Slave  Vafquez^  to  defire  my  Afliftance. 

Upon  inquiring  of  him  as  to  the  Symptoms  of  his 
Wife's  Difeafe,  I  found  that  it  was  a  complicated  Cafe, 
arifing  from  a  Dropfy  ill  treated.  He  conduced  me 
himfelf  into  an  Apartment  where  the  Lady  was,  whom 
I  found  about  twenty-three  Years  old,  a  Native  o(  Sienna 
in  Italy^  of  an  Olive  Complexion,  yet  wonderfully 
beautiful,  though  not  a  little  dejeded.  After  encoura- 
ging her  a  little,  and  receiving  an  Affurance  both  from 
herfelf  and  her  Hufband,  that  fhe  fhould  obferve  an  exa6l 
Method  as  to  Eating  and  Drinking,  I  undertook,  and 
happily  effeded  a  Cure  in  a  very  fhort  Space.  This 
procured  me  the  Confidence  and  Favour  of  HaJJan^  the 
moil  generous  Moor  \  had  ever  Occafion  to  converfe  witji. 
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His  Mother's  Brother,  by  whom  he  was  brought  up, 
had  much  Correfpondence  with  the  Chriftians,  and  taught 
his  Nephew  early  to  defpife  that  Rudenefs  and  Contempt 
which  the  Moors  naturally  have  for  all  People  of  another 
Religion.  He  likewife  engaged  him  to  learn  Italian  and 
Spani/h  from  his  Slaves,  as  alfo  to  play  on  the  Lute  5 
withal  he  inllruded  him  in  the  Policy  of  their  Country, 
and  exhorted  him,  in  cafe  any  Accident  befel  himfelf,  to 
quit  it  as  early  as  he  could,  and  to  retire  into  Egypt, 
where  he  held  a  Correfpondence  with  fome  of  the  Arab 
Princes. 

HASS  ^iVmade  the  beft  Ufe  of  fo  happy  an  Edu- 
cation 5  and  having  himfelf  a  great  Genius  as  v/ell  as  a 
deep  Fund  of  Generofity  and  good  Nature,  he  brought 
all  the  Inftrudions  that  he  received  from  his  Uncle  to 
operate  for  his  Advantage.  Though  he  was  but  a  young 
Man,  he  had  eflablilh'd  an  Intercourfe  unthought  of 
before.  For  going  to  Cairo  as  often  as  the  Caravans  ar- 
rived from  Barbary^  Nubia^  Mecca^  or  Syria^  he  drew 
the  chief  Merchants  the  Beys  or  Princes  of  Egpyt^  and 
the  petty  Lords  of  the  Arahs^  to  have  a  Confidence  in 
him,  and  to  make  ufe  of  him  as  a  common  Friend  in  all 
their  Negotiations,  whereby  he  fecured  to  himfelf  a 
powerful  Interell  as  well  as  great  Riches.  He  took  Care 
alfo  to  live  upon  mighty  good  Terms  with  the  TurUJh 
Governors,  made  annual  Prefents  to  the  Bafliaw  at  Cairoy 
and  to  his  Officers,  and  fecured  the  Friendfliip  of  every 
Agd  he  had  Occafion  to  tranfacl  with,  by  the  never-fail- 
ing Method  of  gratifying  him  with  Money. 

H  E  did  not,  however,  converfe  much  with  any  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Rofetta^  being  afraid  left  fome  of  the 
Vice-Confuls  qI  the  Chriftian  Powers  fhould  penetrate 
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the  Methods  by  which  he  furnifhed  the  Tunifeens^  and 
other  Piratical  Slates  with  Ammunition,  in  which  he 
had  often  Addrefs  enough  to  make  thcmfelves  bear  a  Part. 
Having  one  Day -talked  to  me  pretty  freely  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  my  Voyage  to  Egypt ^  he  obferved  that  it  appear- 
ed to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  Turks ^  a  very  whimfical 
Thing,  that  Men  fhould  witli  fuch  Pain  and  Hazard  to 
themfelves,  make  fuch  long  Journies  purely  to  look  at 
the  Ruins  of  ancient  Stru(ftures,  and  to  carry  home  a 
few  Medals,  and  fuch  like  Curiofities.  I  took  a  great 
deal  of  Pains  to  remove  this  Notion  out  of  his  Head,  tho* 
it  was  vifibly  againft  my  Intereft,  but  to  no  manner  of 
Purpofe  5  he  remained  firm  in  his  firft  Sentiments,  which 
he  fupported  by  fuch  Arguments  as  thefe.  That  Life 
was  fhort  and  uncertain,  and  that  therefore  Men  ought 
not  to  wafce  it  as  Children  fpend  their  Hours  of  Play  in 
picking  up  Bits  of  Metal,  and  broken  Pieces  of  painted 
Earth,  meerly  to  look  upon  them.  That  the  Necefla- 
ries  of  Life  were  firft  to  be  fought,  then  its  Convenien- 
cies  ;  and  thefe  being  obtained,  it  was  more  reafonable 
to  fit  down  and  enjoy  them  than  to  run  up  and  down 
the  World  hunting  for  Baubles.  That  there  were  many 
iifeful  Arts  and  Sciences  highly  profitable  to  the  human 
Species  ftill  unperfeded,  which  therefore  he  thought  de- 
ferved  our  Attention  much  more  than  thefe  Matters  of 
Curiofiry,  which  he  faid  mull  have  very  little  in  them 
becaufe  he  could  not  utiderftand  them  ;  whereas  he  rea- 
dily comprehended  the  Ufe  and  Service  of  other  Things. 
But  when  he  was  informed  that  I  fent  all  my  Collec- 
tions to  a  Correfpondent  in  Italy ^  who  difpofed  of  them 
in  feveral  Parts  oi  Europe^  he  underftood  this  to  be 
liighly  reafcnable.    For,    faid  he,  whatever  Men  will 
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buy  is  worth  the  buying  for  them.  He  gave  me  a  great 
many  Curiofities,  and  procured  me  others  at  very  fmall 
Prices,  taking  no  more  of  me  than  the  Trifles  with 
which  he  prefented  Thofe  v/ho  brought  them  to  him, 
and  who  were  glad,  by  this  or  any  other  Method,  to 
recommend  themfelves  to  his  Prote6lion. 

It  happened,  that  as  IVifited  him.  one  Day,  and  he 
was  (hewing  me  feveral  Things  that  he  received  from 
the  upper  Egypt ^  I  took  Notice  of  three  Emeralds,  fmall 
indeed,  but  of  a  Hardnefs  and  Beauty  inexpreflible,  and 
far  fuperior  to  any  thing  I  had  ever  feen.  I  make  no 
queilion  but  they  were  placed  on  purpofe  for  me  to  look 
upon  them,  for  as  foon  as  I  took  them  in  my  Hand,  and 
began  to  confider  them,  Hajan  fixed  his  Eyes  full  upon 
me,  and  did  not  withdraw  them  'till  I  laid  dov/n  the 
Stones.  You  Fra?ikSj  faid  he,  upbraid  the  Turks  with 
Avarice,  and  yet  you  can  fee  nothing  valuable  yourfelves 
but  prefently  it  takes  up  all  your  Thoughts.  Tell  me, 
what  would  you  think  of  a  Country  where  thefe  were  to 
be  had  in  Plenty  ?  I  fhould  think  my  felf,  faid  I,  verv 
happy  in  the  Difcovery  of  it,  provided  too  many  of  theni 
were  not  brought  from  thence.  Well,  replied  HaJJan^ 
I  will  think  of  it,  and  fome  time  or  other,  perhaps,  I 
may  talk  to  you  further  on  this  Subjecl.  That  fome 
time  or  other,  laid  T,  mull  not  be  far  diflant,  fince  with- 
in a  very  few  Days  T  intend  to  fet  out  for  Cai7-o.  Well, 
faid  he,  I  ihall  fee  you  there,  and  it  v/ill  better  ferve  our 
Purpofes  to  difcourfe  of  that  Matter  there  than  here,  I 
would  gladly  have  renewed  the  Converfation,  but  was 
afraid  it  might  make  him  uneafy,  and  therefore  I  readily 
turned  our  Difcourfe  to  another  Subjedl, 
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He  had  often  asked  me  about  the  Aflrologers  in  Eu- 
rope^ and  on  my  telling  him  that  they  were  a  Race  of 
Cheats,  and  were  only  able  to  impofe  upon  the  Vulgar, 
he  feemed  amazed,  and  immediately  enquired  how  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  fuch  as  were  fo  well  acquainted  with 
the  Motions  of  the  heavenly  Bodies,  as   the   European 
Dodtors  were,  fhould  yet  know^  fo  little  of  this  Art. 
I  then  told  him  plainly  my  Sentiments,  that  there  was 
really  nothing  folid  in  this  Art,  and   that  notwithlland- 
ing  the  Prepofleflion  of  the  Turks  and  Perfians  in  its 
Favour,  it  w^as,  and  had  been  always  rather  a  Species 
of  Villainy  than  a  Service.     I  never  faw  HaJJan  diftur- 
bed  or  angry  upon  any   Occalion  but  this,  I  had  no 
fooner  done  fpeaking,  than  looking  upon  me  with  an 
Air  of  Difdain   and   Contempt,    Chrijlian  faid  he,    I 
thought  thou  hadll  been  wifer,  but  I  find  there  are  Men 
every  where,  who  believe  juft  what  they  receive  from 
their  Priells  j  I  know  Aftrology  is  againft  thy  Law,  and 
therefore  thou  contemnell  it.     In  order  to  appeafe  him, 
I  aiTured  him  that  was  not  the  Cafe,  for  that  in  Europe^ 
the  far  greater  Part  of  the  People  were  ilrongly  preju- 
diced in  Favour  of  Ailrology,     Why  then  faid  he,  art 
thou  an  Infidel  ?  Doft  thou  prefume  to  fet  thy  own 
Wifdom  above  that  part  of  the  World  and  this  ?  With 
much  ado  I  brought  him  to  hear  my  Arguments  againft 
the  Solidity  of  this  Art ;  but  they  made  no  manner  of 
ImpreiTion  on  him,  he  would  needs   have  it,  that  the 
disbelief  of  Aftrology  was  a  kind  of  Atheifm,  and  in 
EfFedl  denying  the  Providence  of  God.     This  Difcourfe 
had  like  to  have  been  fatal  to  me,  for  it  feems,  Aftrolo- 
gy  was  his  favourite  Study,  and  whenever  he  had  any 
leifure  Moments,   this   and  Chemiftry  were  his   only 
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Gare ;  but  as  yet  he  concealed  his  Affe£lion  to  and  Skill 
in  thefe  Arts  from  me,  as  from  a  Perfon  full  of  Infide- 
lity. 

In  Order  to  regain  his  good  Opinion,  I  bethought 
jnyfelf  of  enquiring  whether  he  had  never  heai-d  of 
Geomancy^  and  upon  explaining  what  I  meant,  he  was 
piightily  furprized,  not  conceiving  that  this  fort  of  Di- 
vination had  ever  been  pradifed  in  Europe,  But  when 
I  alTured  him  it  had,  and  that  feveral  Books  had  been 
written  upon  it,  which  however  were  fcarce,  and  \txj 
fecretly  preferved  for  fear  of  the  Inquifition^  he  feemed 
mightily  pleafed,  telling  me  he  v/ould  give  a  loo  Se- 
quins for  a  good  Manufcript  on  this  Subject  in  Italian  ; 
I  promifed  him  to  write  to  my  Correfpondent,  tho'  I 
had  previoufly  fettled  the  Matter  in  m.y  own  Head, 
having  accidentally  among  my  Books,  the  Treatife 
written  by  Dr.  Flood  on  that  delulive  Art,  printed  at 
Venice^  which  I  refolved  to  tranflate  into  Italian  for  his 
Ufe,  tho'  not  without  fome  Reluctance.  I  could  not 
finifh  it  before  the  Time  came  in  which  we  were  to  ioX. 
out  for  Cairo.  When  therefore  I  took  my  Leave  of 
him,  I  told  him  that  I  had  fent  Inftrudions  to  Alexan- 
dria  to  difpatch  the  Book  I  had  writ  for  after  me, 
when  it  fhould  arrive,  to  Cairo,  He  thanked  me, 
feemed  mightily  pleafed,  gave  me  Inllructions  how  to 
iind  his  Houfe,  and  a  Letter  for  an  Jga  of  the  Janif- 
faries. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  Auguft^  we  em- 
barked at  Rofetta^  having  hired  a  Boat  to  carry  us  and 
our  Things,  and  a  Janifary  to  attend  us.  As  we  treat- 
ed this  Man  with  more  than  ordinary  Generofity,  he 
Was  on  his  Side  very  kind  to  us,  and  readily  went  afliore 
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with  us,  when  and  where  we  pleafed.  All  the  Banks 
.  of  the  Nile  up  which  we  navigated,  were  covered  with 
Villages  fo  thick,  that  it  looks  almoft  like  a  continued 
Town,  and  as  I  have  b.en  informed,  the  Heart  of  the 
Delta  is  as  thoroughly  inhabited,  there  being  a  multi- 
tude of  Canals,  which  ferve  not  only  to  pafs  from  one 
Place  to  another,  but  which  alfo  unite  the  two  great 
Branches  of  the  Niky  particularly  one  which  is  greater 
than  the  reft,  called  the  Canal  of  Rofetta,  whereby  one 
crofles  the  Delta  into  the  other  Branch  of  the  Nile^ 
and  then  fall  eafily  down  it  to  Damietta. 

At  Fezzara^  where  we  made  fome  Inquiry  after  Cu- 
riofities,  the  People  brought  us  fome  broken  Stones,  and 
counterfeit  Idols,  which  we  refufed  to  buy  j  our  Ja- 
niffary  thereupon  told  us,  that  he  would  carry  us  to  a 
Place  where  lately  a  great  many  of  thefe  Things  had 
been  difcovered,  and  to  which  as  yet  no  European  had 
come.  We  readily  accepted  his  Offer,  and  by  his  Di- 
reftion  the  Mailer  of  the  Veflel  turned  out  of  the  Nile 
into  a  large  Canal  on  the  left,  palling  between  two  great 
Villages;  when  we  had  failed  up  this  Canal  about  20 
Miles,  the  JaniJJary  went  afhore  with  us,  and  after  walk- 
ing* 3  or  4  Miles,  he  brought  us  to  a  Place  called  Balken^ 
which  as  he  told  us  ftood  in  the  Centre  of  the  Delta^  at 
'equal  Dlftance  from  Rofetta^  Damietta^  and  Cairo. 
Here  we  firft  repofed  ourfelves  at  the  Houfe  of  another 
Jani£aryy  and  afterwards  went  with  our  Condudlor, 
and  3  or  4  other  People,  to  a  Place  without  the  Town, 
where  afcending  a  little  Eminence,  we  faw  a  fort  of 
Well,  into  which  we  were  all  let  down ;  it  was  paved 
with  Roman  Brick,  and  appeared  to  have  been  antiently 
ct  very  elegant  Strudure }  but  ihefe  new  Difcoverers  had 
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broke  to  Pieces  the  Wall  and  Pavement,  and  beudes  it 
was  fo  damp,  that  it  was  with  great  Difficulty  we 
could  Jceep  the  Lights  which  we  carried  down  with  us 
from  going  out.  Mr.  Perez  therefore  concluding  we 
fhould  make  no  great  Difcoveries,  declined  Itaying  any- 
longer.  In  our  Return  to  Balken^  we  bought  of  thofe 
who  went  with  us,  near  loo  Medals  of  different  Sizes, 
and  different  Metals,  that  is  of  Silver  and  Brafs,  of  moll 
of  the  Roman  Emperors,  from  Augujiius  to  Valerian ; 
and  of  feveral  EmprelTes,  as  alfo  fome  fine  Pieces  of 
Cornelian^  and  an  Amethiji^  on  which  was  engraven 
the  Head  of  the  Emprefs  Agripp'ina.  The  whole  did 
not  coft  us  20  Fiqfters,  The  next  Day  we  returned 
into  the  Nile^  and  continued  our  Voyage  to  Cairo^  with- 
out meeting  with  any  Thing  remarkable. 

In  ten  Days  after  our  Arrival  in  this  City,  where  we 
received  all  imaginable  Civilities  from  the  Jga^  to  whom 
I  was  direded,  my  Patron  Haffan  himfelf  arrived,  and 
fent  Vafquez  immediately  to  find  me  out,  and  to  con- 
dudt  me  to  him.  The  firft  Thing  he  asked  for  was 
his  Book  s  I  told  him  I  expedted  it  every  Day,  he  then 
fell  to  other  Things,  and  at  lafl  asked  me  if  I  knew 
nothing  of  the  great  Art,  by  which  I  found  he  meant 
Tranfmutation.  I  told  him  ingenuoufly  that  I  did. not, 
but  that  I  had  a  Memoir  upon  that  Subjedl,  which  was 
held  very  curious  by  thofe  who  were  well  verfcd  in 
Chemiitry.  He  defired  to  fee  it,  and  I  accordingly  car- 
ried it  to  him  the  next  Time  I  went  to  fee  him.  It 
was  the  Paper  I  received  from  my  good  Friend  Mr. 
Pucciy  and  as  Hajfan  underflood  Italian  very  well,  he 
read  it  with  great  Facility,  and  feemed  to  be  charmed 
with  it.    When  he  had  confidered  it  a  while,  do  you 
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believe  my  Friend,  faid  he,  it  is  pofTible  to  make  this 
Powder  ?  I  told  him,  I  could  not  tell,  but  that  I  had 
heard  fome  very  intelligent  Perfons  affirm  that  it  w^as. 
You  begin  faid  he,  to  be  fomewhat  lefs  of  an  Infidel 
than  you  were,  but  I  will  tell  you  what  will  perhaps 
make  you  give  Hill  more  Credit  to  this  Opinion. 

My  Uncle  was  acquainted  with  a  Frank  who  had 
fome  of  this  Powder,  tho'  as  he  faid,  he  knew  not  how 
to  make  it.  The  Method  in  which  he  ufed  it  was  this, 
he  took  an  equal  Quantity  of  Gold  Duft,  and  of  fine 
Silver,  he  melted  firft  thd  one,  and  having  put  into  it  a 
little  of  his  Powder,  he  caufed  the  other  to  be  melted^ 
and  pour'd  in  alfo ;  when  it  was  taken  out,  the  whole 
Mafs  was  Gold  finer  then  any  of  your  Coin.  The 
Quantity  he  had  of  this  Powder  was  but  fmall,  and 
when  he  died,  which  was  at  Tunis ^  he  defired  a  Perfon 
in  whom  he  confided,  to  carry  it  to  my  Uncle,  which 
accordingly  he  did,  and  he  adtually  performed  the  fame 
Experiment  therewith,  as  the  Frank  had  formerly  done. 
I  did  not  fhew  any  Signs  of  disbelief,  tho'  I  was  ex- 
ceedingly furprized  to  find  fuch  Notions  fpread  into  thefe 
Countries;  tho'  I  have  been  fince  well  informed,  that 
there  are  abundance  of  Alchymifts  in  Pe?'fia,  and  Grand 
Tartary^  and  above  all  in  China^  where  it  is  common 
for  Men  to  fpend  great  real  Eftates  in  the  Purfuit  of  thefe 
imaginary  Treafures. 

By  the  Way  I  mult  take  Notice,  that  it  is  not  im- 
poflible  that  the  Story  told  by  Hajf'an  might  be  true, 
and  yet  that  Powder  is  far  from  being  the  Philofopher's 
jircanumihtC2i\jSt  it  is  certain,  that  a  Powder  capable 
of  fuch  a  Tranfmutation,  hath  been,  and  may  be  made. 
As  to  the  Method  of  projecting,  by  putting  equal  quan- 
tities 
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tities  of  Gold  and  fine  Silver,  it  was  in  all  likelihood  no 
more  than  an  Artifice,  to  give  the  greater  Weight  and 
Solemnity  to  ths  Experiment  5  the  Ellence  of  which 
confifted  in  this.  Some  Chem'ifts  in  Germany  have  found 
out  a  Method  of  concreting  Gold,  that  is,  of  throwing 
off  its  grofier  Parts,  and  retaining  only  the  EiTence  of 
the  Metal.  We  will  fuppofe,  that  out  of  2  Ounces  of 
Gold,  10  Grains  of  this  Semen  could  be  extracted  ;  this 
then  being  put  into  a  Crucible,  wherein  2  Ounces  of 
fine  Silver  melted  were  before,  would  produce  2  Ounces 
of  Gold,  which  with  fome  fort  of  Propriety  might  be 
lliled  a  Tranfmutation,  But  then  this  is  an  introductory 
Experiment  only ;  for  it  is  plain,  that  the  Tranfmuta- 
tion  is  fo  far  from  being  beneficial,  that  there  is  a  confi- 
derable  Lofs  thereupon,  firll  in  working  upon  the  Gold, 
and  fecondly,  of  the  whole  Price  of  the  Silver  wrought 
upon.  Yet  am  I  perfuaded,  that  it  is  a  Powder  of  this 
Nature  which  hath  given  the  greateft  Reputation  to  Al- 
chymy,  a  Study  which  fo  intoxicates  the  Head  of  thofe 
who  profefs  it,  that  they  take  thofe  for  their  Enemies 
who  endeavour  to  undeceive  them  3  this  together  with 
an  Enthufiallick  Opinion,  that  this  kind  of  Knowledge 
is  beflowed  by  God,  and  that  Faith  quoad  hoc,  is  the 
moft  certain  Means  of  obtaining  it,  keeps  them  ever- 
laftingly  chain'd  to  the  Furnace,  till  they  have  nothing 
left  where  with  to  make  it  fmoak. 

HAS  S  A N^s  great  Foible  was  his  Love  of  the  oc^ 
cult  Sciences^  of  which  I  had  the  ftrongefl  Proof,  when 
I  prefented  him  the  Treatife  on  Geomancy^  which  I  had 
tranilated  into  Italian^  and  illuftrated  with  Notes,  taken 
from  the  Works  of  Cornelius  Agrippa^  and  Mr.  John 
Meydon,     He  received  it  as  a  new  Rsvdation^  he  iludied 

it 
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it  intenrel}^  and  in  a  (liort  Time  praftifed  it  exaflly, 
preferring  it  greatly  to  the  Method  he  had  before  ufed, 
and  afiuring  me,  that  he  would  translate  it  into  Arahick, 
which  was  far  from  giving  me  any  Satisfaction,  iince  I 
could  not  help  thinking,  that  I  had  already  committed 
a  very  great  P'aulr,  in  thus  condefcending  for  the  Sake 
of  temporal  Views,  to  further  and  fupport  a  fuperllitious 
Pradlice,  which  I  knew  to  be  fuch,  and  in  myfelf 
condemned  and  defpifed.  However  I  was  conltrained  to 
conceal  my  Thoughts  before  Hajfan^  who  like  all  Bi- 
gots, held  it  Impiety  to  quellion  or  fufped  the  Certain- 
ty di  his  darling  Scie?ices  ;  and  I  confefs  I  did  it  the  ra- 
ther, becauib  I  faw  myfelf  now  perfectly  in  his  good 
Graces,  and  began  to  hope,  that  I  fliould  reap  confide- 
rable  EfFeds  there  from. 

A  s  the  Weather  permitted,  and  Occafion  offered,  I 
went  with  Mr.  Perez  to  vifit  all  the  Curiofities,  not 
only  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Cairo^  but  at  a  conlide- 
rable  Diilance,  and  we  were  fo  lucky  as  to  fall  on  a 
Method  of  buying  Rarities,  which  itood  us  in  great 
Head;  it  was  this,  we  conftantly  refufed  to  buy  any 
Thing  of  a  Perfon  who  had  attempted  to  impofe  upon 
us,  and  v/e  paid  more  generouily  than  the  Franks 
ufually  do,  for  fuch  Things  as  were  brought  us  in  a  fair 
Way,  and  of  thefe  we  had  as  many,  or  rather  more 
Offers  than  we  well  knew  how  to  comply  with.  For 
all  thefe  Things  Mr.  Perez  and  I  traded  out  of  the  joint 
Stock ;  but  as  to  other  Things,  efpecially  precious  Stones, 
we  made  fuch  Purchafes  as  we  thought  fit  at  our  pro- 
per Expence,  and  at  our  proper  Rifque.  Mr.  Perez 
was  extremely  well  fitted  for  the  Bufmefs  he  had  under- 
taken s  he  had  as  great  a  Propenfity  to  th^  occult  Sci- 
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ences  as  any  Arabian  or  Turk  of  them  all,  and  under- 
ilood  them  much  better.  This  was  fufficient  to  re- 
commend him,  io  that  except  going  now  and  then  to 
the  French  Confuls,  and  a  Venetian  Merchant's,  he  was 
continually  taken  up  with  thefe  Virtuofi.  Amongft 
thefe  there  was  one  Solomon  Effendi^  who  palTed  for  the 
moll  skilful  Aftrologer  in  Cairo  5  he  even  pretended  to 
have  a  Power  of  compelling  the  Spirits  of  Perfons  depart- 
ed to  appear  before  hirn,  and  anfwer  in  any  Language  the 
Queltions  he  propofed  to  them  ;  he  likewife  boalled  of 
mighty  Secrets  in  Chemiftry,  which  for  a  while  took  up 
Mr.  Perez's  Attention  -,  but  at  length  he  was  convinced 
that  he  was  a  meer  Pretender,  and  at  the  Bottom  knew 
little  or  nothing  except  how  to  amufe  the  People,  and 
by  a  cunning  Train  of  Queilions  to  draw  from  them- 
felves  thofe  Anfwers  they  expeded  from  him.  He  like- 
wife  had  fome  Acquaintance  with  a  Polijh  Renegade, 
whofe  Name  was  Mujiapha^  who  was  become  an  Jga 
of  the  Janiffaiies^  and  very  rich,  and  this  by  an  Acci- 
dent lingular  enough  to  deferve  mention. 

Himself  and  his  Sifter  were  carried  away  by  the 
Tartars^  when  they  were  about  feven  Years  of  Age,  and 
were  fold  at  Conjiantinople  3  the  Girl  growing  up  prov'd 
an  exquifite  Beauty,  and  falling  by  Purchafe  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Captain  Bafhaw,  he  became  lb  much  in 
Love  with  her,  that  he  preferr'd  her  to  ail  the  Women 
he  had.  It  fo  happened,  that  on  the  Return  of  the 
Bafhaw  from  making  a  Tour  in  the  Archepelago^  a  black 
Eunuch  who  was  with  him,  acquainted  the  Polijh  Lady 
that  he  had  feen  among  the  Slaves  who  rowed  the  Gai- 
ly, one  perfectly  like  her,  and  much  of  the  fame  Age. 
This  put  her  upon  recollecting,    and  a  Day  or   two 
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afterwards  flie  told  tlie  Eunuch  that  fhe  remembered 
when  fhe  was  taken  out  of  her  own  Country,  her  Bro- 
ther was  taken  with  her,  and  that  becaufe  he  lay  down, 
and  would  not  fuliow  the  Tartar^  he  nipped  a  Piece  out 
of  his  P^ar.  The  black  Eunuch  taking  Occafion  to  find 
out  the  Slave  he  had  mentioned,  examined  him,  and 
found  in  his  left  Ear  the  Mark.  The  Captain  Balhaw 
thereupon  immediately  fet  him  at  Liberty,  and  having 
perfwaded  him  to  turn  Turk^  and  recommended  him  to 
his  Brother,  who  was  then  a  Sanjack  in  Egypt ;  he  by 
Degrees,  and  frequent  Demonflrations  of  an  extraordi- 
nary Valour,  was  raifed  to  this  Poll,  in  which  however 
he  was  not  beloved,  by  reafon  of  his  exadnefs  in  Point 
of  Difcipline  j  he  was  a  Man  of  good  Senfe,  tho'  of  no 
Learning,  mightily  addidled  to  Aftrology,  and  furiouily 
zealous  for  the  Religion  which  he  had  embraced,  whe- 
ther thro'  Ignorance  or  Policy,  I  am  not  able  to  deter- 
mine; 

■  Some  Times  we  went  attended  by  a  Janijfary  to 
vifit  the  Monks,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  them  fo, 
who  live  in  the  Skirts  of  Cairo^  and  are  indeed  the  moll 
learned  of  any  Mohammedans,  Thefe  by  the  Arabians 
are  called  Dervifes,  concerning  whom  our  Travellers 
fjiU  frequently  into  Miftakes,  by  confounding  them  with 
the  Sajitons,  from  whom  in  reality  they  differ  only  as 
much  as  a  wife  Man  does  from  a  Fool.  In  the  Road 
■which  leads  to  Suez,  there  is  a  Monaflery,  wherein  live 
between  30  and  40  of  thefe  Monks,  who  fpend  all 
their  Time  in  Prayer,  in  Study,  or  in  manual  Labour, 
wlien  they  go  abroad  they  walk  two  and  two,  but  then 
ihey  generally  fcek  out  folitary  Places,  and  they  feldom 
<?nter  the  Cities  or   any  of  the   Villages  about  them. 

They 
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They  are  remarkably  kind  to,  and  fond  of  the  Conver- 
fation  of  Franks^  efpecially  fuch  as  have  Learning,  ?.xA 
are  notPriefts.  With  thefe  they  converfe  freely  on  all 
Subjeds,  particularly  Religion,  of  which  they  think  as 
freely  as  any  People  in  the  World.  All  their  Difcourfes 
are  either  of  Divinity  or  Philofophy  ;  fometimes  they 
difpute  concerning  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  at  others 
of  the  apparent  Juftice  of  Providence,  moll  of  them  have 
much  higher  Ideas  of  Jesus  Christ,  than  are  common 
amongft  the  Turis ;  and  in  general  thefe  Men  greatly  de- 
teft  that  Impurity  of  Manners  which  prevails  fo  much 
among  thofe  of  their  Religion.  In  their  own  Condudl 
they  are  mofi:  exemplary,  meek^  pious,  charitable,  and 
continually  ready  to  do  any  good  Office  that  is  delired  of 
them. 

A  s  to  the  Santons  again,  they  are  a  fort  of  Hermits 
living  fmgly  in  Caves  or  Woods,  and  coming  frequent- 
ly enough  like  Beafts  out  of  their  Dens  to  run  through 
Villages  and  Cities.  They  are  moft  of  them  really,  or 
in  Shew  at  lealt,  dementated,  which  amongft  the  Turks 
is  a  ftrong  Sign  of  Sandlity.  They  enter  what  Houfes 
they  pleafe,  feat  themfelves  without  Ceremony,  fay 
what  they  will,  eat  and  drink  whatever  they  can  lay 
Hands  on  ;  and  all  this  is  taken  in  good  Part.  They 
carry  their  Brutality  fo  far  as  to  lay  hold  of  Women,  and 
deflour  them  in  the  open  Streets,  but  above  all,  they 
diftinguifh  themfelves  by  a  furious  Hatred  to  Chriilians, 
whom  they  will  fometimes  wound  or  kill  in  publick 
Places,  and  this  with  Impunity  j  fo  that  it  is  always  a 
prudential  Maxim  to  keep  out  of  thefe  Fellows  W^ay.  ^ 

One  need  not  wonder  fo  much  at  this  Superftition 
among  th^  Turks ^  if  one  recolledls  that  the  fame  Hu- 
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mour  prevailed  among  the  ancient  Greeks ,  who  fancied 
that  there  was  fomething  of  Divinity   in  the  Anfwers 
given  by  Idiots.     To  fay  the  Truth,  almoft  all  the  No- 
tions of  Divination  amongft  the  Ancients  or  Moderns 
are  as  whimfical  as  this,  and  as  much  irreconcileable  to 
good  Senfe  ;  however,  in  this  Cafe,  let  us  try  to  recon- 
cile it.     A  Man  quits  that  Guide  God  has  given  him, 
his  Reafon,  and  what  then  ?    Why  he  liftens  to  thofe 
who  have  not  the  Ufe  of  Reafon.   Methinks  the  Change 
is  natural  enough  -,  perhaps  it  v/ould  appear  more  fo  if 
we  could  compare  enough  of  thefe  Predictions  with  their 
Events.     In  Europe  a  Man  who  lofes  his  Senfes  is  fent  to 
a  Prifon,  in  Afia  and  Jfrick^  he  pafies  for  a  Saint ;  thefe 
are  certainly  Extremes.     In  Europe  we  degrade  human 
Nature  by  our  treating  Madmen  like  Beafts ;  in  Afia 
and  AfrickM.Qr\  degrade  themfelves  into  Beafts  by  fufFer- 
ing  themfelves  to  be  mal-treated  by  thofe  who  are  no 
longer  on  a  Par  with  them.     None  of  thefe  Evils  could 
poflibly  happen  if  we  liftened  to  the  Dilates  of  N-ature, 
which  never  incline  us  either  to  injure  others,  or  to  fub- 
mit  tamely  to  Injuries  which  it  is  in  our  own  Power  to 
prevent. 

A  B  o  u  T  the  Middle  of  the  Month  of  March  we  re- 
ceived from  Alexandria^  by  Means  of  a  Vellel  arrived 
there  from  Leghorn^  a  Packet  from  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  it 
contained  a  Letter  from  him  to  Mr.  Ferez^  another  di- 
reded  to  us  both,  and  a  third  addreiled  to  me.  The 
iirft,  I  fuppofe,  related  to  the  private  Affairs  of-  my  Com- 
panion, the  fecond  brought  an  Account  of  the  Produce 
of  what  we  had  configned  to  him,  with  two  Memoirs 
enclofed,  one  concerning  the  Value  of  Mummies,  the 
other  relating  to  the  Choice  of  Medals,     Mr.  Fetherftone 
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obferved,  that  the  Humour  of  forming  Cabinets,  and 
making  great  Colle6lions  of  Curiofities  of  all  Sorts  en- 
creafed  daily  not  only  in  Italy ^  but  in  France^  and  in 
the  North  j  fo  that  provided  they  were  judicioufly  col- 
leiSled,  all  Sorts  of  Rarities  might,  by  a  prudent  Manage- 
ment, be  difpofed  of  to  a  greater  Profit  than  any  Mer- 
chandize wbatfoever.  In  my  Letter  was  enclofed  fome 
Remarks  on  the  Value  of  coloured  Stones,  wherein,  a- 
mongft  other  Things,  my  Friend  noted,  that  the  mofl: 
judicious  Perfons  were  at  a  Lofs  as  to  the  Ground  of  that 
Diftindlion,  which  had  hitherto  been  made  between  ori- 
ental and  occidental  Emeralds,  there  being  a  great  Doubt 
whether  there  were  in  truth  any  oriental  Stones  of  that 
Sort.  That,  however,  it  was  held  reafonable  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Diftin6lion,  becaule  it  was  evidently  founded 
in  Nature,  there  being  one  Kind  of  Emerald  harder, 
brighter,  and  clearer,  than  thofe  commonly  brought 
from  the  Wefi-Indies  3  v/hich  kind  was  yet  in  great  Ef- 
teem,  though  the  other,  by  being  become  common,  were 
much  funk  in  their  Value.  At  the  fame  time  we  recei- 
ved certain  European  Goods,  feme  Toys,  and  other 
Curiofities. 

Among  thefe  was  a  Gold  Watch  made  at  London ^ 
which  flruck  the  Hour  and  half  Hour  ;  this  I  carried  to 
my  Patron  Hajfan^  who  v/as  extremely  pleafed  with  it, 
and  who  for  it  and  the  Manufcript  of  Geomancy  gave 
me  the  three  fmall  Emeralds  I  fpoke  of,  v^Iiich  were 
worth  250  Sequins,  or  better.  As  foon  as  an  Oppor- 
tunity offered,  I  fent  two  of  thefe  to  Mr.  Fetherjtone^ 
aflliring  him,  that  they  were  of  that  kind  which  were 
ftiled  oriental.  The  next  Time  I  v/ent  to  vifit  HaJJ'an, 
who  was  jull  returned  from  Rofetta^  he  opened  to  me 
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the  Defign  he  had  formed  when  I  had  firft  Admittance  to 
him,  and  of  which,  though  I  did  not  apprehend  them, 
he  had  given  me  fiequent  Hints  fince.  At  this  Vifit  he 
took  Notice  to  me  of  the  infatiate  Avarice  of  the  Turks, 
and  of  their  expecting  annually  greater  and  greater  Pre- 
fents  for  the  Favours  he  received  from  them,  which  in 
the  End,  he  faid,  would  make  it  impofTible  for  him  to 
continue  longer  in  Egypt.  He  fpoke  next  of  the  Diffi- 
culty of  retiring  from  thence  without  leaving  the  beft 
Part  of  his  EfFe6ts  behind  him  ;  and  at  laft,  as  if  he 
had  been  weary  of  this  Difcourfe,  and  intended  to  have 
talked  of  fomewhat  elfe^  he  asked  me  what  I  thought  of 
the  Emeralds  I  had  had  of  him,  and  whether  larger  ones 
of  like  Beauty  were  not  valuable  in  Europe  ;  I  told  him 
they  were,  but  that  they  were  not  ealily  to  be  had.  I 
know  it,  reply'd  he,  and  T  know  both  what  they  are 
w^orth  and  how  to  difpofe  of  them,  and  if  I  knew  a  Man 
whom  I  could  truil,  perhaps  I  would  fay  that  I  know 
where  to  find  them.  I  then  began  to  apprehend  what 
it  was  he  aimed  at.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  doubt,  that 
after  having  fo  long  and  fo  happily  managed  fo  extraor- 
dinary a  Commerce,  he  knew  many-  valuable  Secrets, 
and  alfo  a  great  many  Perfons  to  whom  they  might  be 
confided.  You  are  miftaken,  my  Friend,  faid  he,  I 
fcarce  know  any  of  the  former,  and  for  the  latter  I  know 
none.  Our  Arabs  and  Moors  know  perfedly  well  their 
own  Affairs,  and  how  to  manage  them ;  there  are  alfo 
among  them  Men  of  great  Probity  j  but,  v/ith  refpedl  to 
the  Bufinefs  I  would  have  performed,  there  are  none  of 
them  fit  to  be  employed.  There  is  fhortly  a  Caravan 
to  fet  out  for  Syria.  Under  pretence  of  fending  certain 
Commodities  thcrev/ith,  I  can  fend  fome  of  my  People 
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with  Rx  or  eight  Camels  Jaden  with  Money,  if  you  will 
go  with  them  to  Suez,  w^here,  oh  prefenting  a  Letter 
which  I  wall  give  you  to  an  Jral?  Chief,  v.'ho  lives  not 
far  from  thence,  he  will  fhew  you  fome  of  thefe  Stones, 
and  you  will,  no  doubt,  make  the  bell  Bargain  for  me 
you  can.  I  confent  alfo  that  you  fhall  employ  as  much 
Money  of  your  own  as  you  pleafe  in  the  fame  "Way.  I 
immediately  accepted  this  Propofal,  without  w^ell  w^eigh- 
ing  the  Confequences  of  trufting  my  felf  alone  with  the 
Dependants  of  a  Moor,  People  with  whom  no  Frank 
in  Cairo  would  have  ventured  himfelf  in  the  Defart. 
But  Avarice,  like  all  other  Paffions,  fo  choaks  up  the 
PafTages  of  the  Underftanding,  that  no  Thoughts  which 
wear  not  its  Livery  can  have  Entrance. 

When  I  had  once  taken  this  Refolution,  I  endea- 
voured as  fludioufly  to  conceal  the  Motives  tliereto  from 
Mr.  Perez  and  our  Servant,  as  if  they  had  been  my 
Enemies,  and  why  ?  becaufe  I  knew  them  too  well  to 
believe  they  would  ever  fuffer  me  to  expofe  my  felf  to  fo 
imminent  a  Danger.  I  provided,  therefore,  privately, 
two  hundred  Sequins  in  Gold  ;  and  having  informed  Mr. 
Perez  that  I  had  a  Mind  to  travel  to  Suez,  he  at  firft 
oppofed  it,  but  w^hen  he  /aw  I  continued  firm  in  my  Re- 
folution, he  yielded  to  it,  and  ailifced  m^e  in  providing 
for  my  Journey.  The  Reafons  I  offered  to  him  were, 
that  I  had  heard  many  valuable  Commodities  were  to  be 
bought  there ;  that  I  was  in  hopes  of  picking  up  Curio- 
lities  w^hich  might  efcape  us  in  this  Part  of  Egypt,  and 
that  I  had  an  earnell  Defire  to  look  upon  the  Red  Sea. 
While  I  waited  for  the  Departure  of  the  Caravan,  my 
Thoughts  were  fo  much  diflurbed  with  the  Ideas  of  this 
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Journey,  that  I  found  it  very  difficult  to  fleep,  and  was 
thereby  much  incommoded. 

O  F  this  I  one  Day  complained  to  Hajflui^  who  im- 
mediately rallied  me  thereupon,  as  a  Phyfician  of  fmall 
Experience,  or  at  leaft  as  one  who  did  not  care  to  prac- 
tife  much  upon  my  felf.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  had  not 
yet  learned  the  Turkijh  Method  of  calming  the  Mind, 
I  thought  at  firft  he  meant  Opium,  or  fome  other  Drug 
of  that  Sort ;  but  he  prefently  call'd  for  a  young  Man, 
and,  as  fopn  as  he  appeared,  ordered  him  to  read  where 
he  left  off  the  Night  before.  The  Lad  took  up  a  Book, 
and  did  as  he  was  diredled  ;  HaJJ'an  explaining  to  me 
every  Period.  When  the  Boy  had  done  reading,  Haf- 
fan  raifed  feveral  Queilions  on  the  Story  we  had  heard  j" 
and  perceiving  that  my  Humour  v/as  quite  changed.  You 
fee,  faid  he,  my  Friend,  that  we  are  not  fuch  Barba- 
rians as  many  of  the  Franks  believe  us.  It  is  indeed  the 
worft  Property  your  People  have  that  they  are  extremely 
vain  and  conceited,  wedded  to  their  own  Cuftoms,  and 
yet  provoked  to  fee  others  tenacious  of  theirs.  I  know 
that  many  Franks  laugh  at  our  Hiftories,  and  at  this  Me-  . 
thod  of  foothing  our  Cares ;  yet  I  conceive  that  it  is  as 
natural  and  as  innocent  as  drinking  great  Quantities  of 
Wine,  or  Gaming,  which  are  your  common  Diver- 
fions.  And  though  our  Hiilories  differ  much,  as  I  am 
informed,  ^  from  yours,  yet  that  is  no  Reafon  that  they 
Ihould  be  either  fabulous  or  foolifh.  Our  Manners  have 
always  differed,  as  alfo  our  Methods  of  condu6^ing  War 
and  Peace,  our  Learning  and  our  Pleafures.  V""hy  then 
ihould  our  Hiilories  be  like  yours  ?  Or  why  fhould  they 
be  defpifed  for  being  unlike  them  ?  Is  not  this  a  Mark  of 
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•your  Vanity  and  Pride,  rather  than  of  your  Knowledge 
or  Politenefs  ?  I  could  not  help  admitting  that  he  had 
Reafon  for  what  he  faid  ;  and  I  do  confefs  that  there  is 
to  me  nothing  more  llrange,  than  that  our  Writers  of 
Travels  fhould  cenfure  the  Turks  for  their  Inclination  to 
hear  Tales  and  Stories  read  to  them  at  their  Leifure  Mo- 
ments, when  at  the  fame  time  if  this  very  Inclination 
did  not  prevail  among  Chriftians,  their  Books  could  not 
be  read  at  all.  How  eafily  do  we  fee  Motes  in  others 
Eyes  without  minding  the  Beams  in  our  own. 

The  Book  which  the  Serv?LUt of  Hqf/an  read  had  for 
its  Title  Tarik-al-abbas,  i.  e.  The  Hiftory  of  the  Jbaf- 
fides.     The  Story  that  he  read  was  this.     The  famous 
Caliph  aUMamon  had  for  his  Uncle  one  Ibrahim^  the 
Son  by  the  Mother's  Side,  of  a  black  Slave,  a  Man  qI  a 
dusky  Countenance,  a  little  unweildy,  but  of  great  Parts, 
generous,  good-humoured,  a  great  Lover  of  Mufic,  and 
one  who  had  an  excellent  Voice.     It  fo  happened  that 
the  Caliph^  by  a  lingular  Strain  of  Juftice,   which  pro- 
bably never  enter'd  the  Head  of  any  Prince  but  himfelf, 
declared  for  his  SuccefTor  the  eldeft  of  the  Family  of  Ali^ 
conceiving  him  to  have  a  juft  Right  to  the  Throne  ;  and 
this  he  did  in  Prejudice  to  his  ov/n  Children,  and  all  his 
Relations.     The  Family  of  Abbas  were  not  in  the  Hu- 
mour of  doing  Juftice   at  the  Expence  of  that  great 
Power  which  they  had  got  into   their  Hands.     They 
therefore  took  Advantage  of  a  Meeting  they  had  at  Bag- 
dat,  and  having  folemnly  depofed  Al-Mamon^  elevated 
Ibrahim  his  Uncle  to  the  Caliphat.     This  Prince  reigned 
upwards  of  two  Years  with  great  Mildnefs,  and  much 
Applaufe ;  at  the  end  of  that  Space  Al-Mamon  came  at 
the  Head  of  a  great  Army  to  befiege  Bagdat.     Ibrahim 
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finding  himfelf  two  weak  to  refift  his  Nephew,  abdica- 
ted the  Government,  and  for  fome  Time  hid  himfelf 
amongll  his  Friends  ;  but  the  Caliph  having  given  flridl 
Orders  to  fearch  for  him,  and  having  promifed  a  vafl 
Reward  to  the  Perfon  who  fhould  difcover  him,  he  was 
at  laft  taken,  and  delivered  to  Al-Mamon.  As  foon  as 
the  Caliph  knew  that  his  Uncle  was  taken,  he  fent  for 
Achmet^  his  Grand  Vizir,  and  afked  him  what  he  fhould 
do  with  him.  Father  of  the  Faithful^  anfwered  the  Mi- 
nifrer,  if  thou  fiouldjl  put  him  to  Deaths  thou  wouldfl 
therein  follow  the  Example  of  many  great  Princes  ;  hut  if 
thou  Jhouldfl  pardon  hi?n,  and  take  him  into  Favour^  thou 
wilt  lea've  thy  Example  to  all  that  are  to  follow  thee.  The 
Caliph  fmiled,  /  had  already  determined^  faid  he,  to  re- 
ceive him  not  as  the  Ufurper  of  my  Throne^  but  as  the 
Brother  of  my  Father  ;  having  faid  this,  he  ordered  /^rj- 
hbn  to  be  admitted,  and  having  embraced  him  cordially, 
they  fupped  together  tliat  Night. 

When  the  Repaft  was  finifhed.  Uncle ^  faid  the  Ca- 
liph, one  good  Turn  deferves  another  5  /  have  freely  par- 
doned yoUy  tell  me  then  frankly  the  moji  extraordinary 
Adventure  that  hath  befallen  you  during  the  Time  you  hid 
yourfelf  With  all  my  Heart,  faid  Ibrahim.  You  muft 
know  that  I  made  it  a  Rule  with  me  to  lye  but  one 
Night  in  one  Place,  and  the  Time  at  which  I  chofe  to 
retire  from  my  Lodgings  was  about  Noon,  when  there 
are  but  few  People  in  the  Streets.  One  Day  v/hen  I 
had  thus  fallied  out,  and  was  looking  for  a  frefli  Place  of 
Refuge,  I  found  myfelf  over-againft  a  Houfe,  the  Shop 
of  which  was  fhut  up,  and  the  Mailer  w^as  ftanding  at 
the  Door,  a  Man  of  a  dusky  Complexion,  flat  Nofe, 
fat,  and  not  unlike  myfelf.    I  aflced  him  ifitwasnot 
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poflible  for  me  to  repofe  my  felf  a  little  in  his  Houfe,  he 
anfwered  me  very  civilly  in  the  affirmative,  conduced 
me  to  an  Apartment  v^^hich  lay  quite  behind,  and  having 
defired  me  to  make  my  felf  perfedlly  eafy,  fhot  through 
the  Houfe  out  of  the  Door,  and  locked  it  behind  him. 
I  confefs  his  Condudl  made  a  greater  ImprqlTion  upon 
me  than  his  Advice.  I  took  it  for  granted  he  v^as  gone 
to  call  the  Guards,  and  I  fpent  the  Mpments  very  reil- 
lefsly  'till  his  Return.  It  was  not  long  before  he  came 
back  loaded  with  Viduals,  and  attended  by  a  Man  who 
brought  a  Bed,  Coverlid,  and  other  Things.  I  thought, 
faid  the  Man,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  ferve  you  with 
w^hat  others  had  ufed,  and  therefore  have  bought  every 
Thing  new  for  you  j  I  get  my  Living  as  a  Barber ,  but 
I  endeavour  to  live  like  a  good  Man,  therefore  fet  your 
Mind  at  Reft,  and  v/hen  you  find  you  have  a  Stomach 
let  us  eat  together  and  be  merry.  The  Behaviour  of 
the  Man  correfponded  fo  exaftly  with  his  Language, 
that  I  could  not  help  giving  Credit  to  him,  and  there- 
fore as  foon  as  I  had  compofed  myfelf  a  little  we  fpread 
the  Table,  and  made  a  very  hearty  Meal.  While  I  was 
eating,  the  Barber  asked  me  if  I  did  not  fome  times 
drink  Wine,  I  told  him  I  did,  and  he  immediate- 
ly produced  fome  as  good  as  could  be  wifhed.  When 
we  had  finiilied  our  Repaft,  my  Hoft  entreated  me  to 
grant  him  one  Favour,  I  told  him  I  would  with  all 
my  Heart,  then  prefenting  me  a  Lute,  this  faid  he,  is  a 
good  Inftrument,  but  to  render  its  Harmony  compleat, 
it  fhould  be  accompanied  by  a  Voice  like  yours.  This 
furprized  me  exceedingly,  and  I  could  not  help  asking, 
how  he  came  to  imagine  that  I  had  fo  good  a  Voice .? 
My  Lord  faid  he,  you  cannot  be  concealed,  I  know  that 
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you  are  Ibrahim^  the  Uncle  of  our  Caliph^  and  that 
he  has  promifed  100,000  Pieces  of  Silver  for  difcovering 
where  you  are.  There  needed  no  more  than  this,  I 
inftantly  took  the  Lute,  and  accompanied  it  with  my 
Voice.  The  Bather  was  mightily  pleafed,  and  when  I 
Jiad  done  finging,  offered  to  fing  himfelf  if  I  would  ac- 
company his  Voice  with  the  Lute,  to  which  I  readily 
yielding  he  performed  with  incredible  Sweetnefs,  and  I 
asked  with  Aftonifhment  where  he  had  learned  tho/e 
Airs,  but  he  eafily  fatisfxed  me,  by  informing  me  that  he 
had  lived  for  fome  Years  with  MouJJmU,  the  molt  ex- 
cellent Mufician  of  our  Age. 

The   next'  Day,  when  at  my  ufual  Time  I  was 
about  to  depart,  I  offered  my  Landlord  a  Purfe  of  Gold 
as  a  Reward  for  his  Kindnefs  and  Fidelity,  but  he  re- 
fufed  it  with  an  Air  of  Anger  and  Difdain.     How  oddy 
my  Lord  faid  he,  is  your  Behaviour^  you  fee  I  have  dons 
every  Thing  in  my  Power  to  difcharge  what  the  Laws  of 
Ho/pit ality  require^  and  you^  would  rob  me  of  the  Fruits  of 
all  my  Pains,  by  treating  me  as  if  I  kept  an  Inn,     This 
faid  Ibrahim  was  the  moft  extraordinary  Event  vi^hich 
befel  me  while  I  fuffered  under  your  Difpleafure.     The 
Qaliph  was  extreamly  pleafed   with  this  Recital,    and 
Jived  thence  forward   with  his  Uncle,  in  the  flridell 
Friendfliip  to  t?ie  Day  of  his  Death,  and  left  him  as  a 
Counfellor  to  his  SuccefTor. 

From  this  Time  forward  I  took  the  Advice  of  my 
Patron,  and  whenever  I  found  myfelf  uneafy  and  inca- 
pable of  Repofe,  I  inftantly  had  Recourfe  to  one  of  the 
many  Books  of  entertaining  Narrations  which  are  to  be 
met  v/ith  in  this  Country,  moft  of  the  Oriental  Hifto- 
ries  being  indeed  no  other.   There  are  rnany  in  Arahick^ 
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but  the  beft  of  thefe  fort  of  Writings  are  in  the  Per/tan 
Language.  This,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  Phrafe,  is  the 
Court  Language  of  the  'Eaft^  as  the  j^rabick  is  the  learn- 
ed, fo  that  we  may  compare  the  former  to  the  French^ 
and  the  latter  to  the  Latin^  without  a  tolerable  Under- 
ftanding  of  both  which,  there  is  no  paffing  for  an  able 
Man.     In   Egypt y  fuch  as  apply    themfelves  to  Study, 
take  Care  firft  to  acquire  the  Arahick^  then  the  Per/tan, 
and.laftly   the  Turki/I?  Language  in  Perfeftion  ;  then 
they  proceed  to  the  Sciences^  of  which  they  have  Sy- 
ftems  as  regular,  their  Method  of  teaching  conlidered, 
as  ours.     Learning  is  however  very  expenlive,  becaufe 
they  have  nothing  but  Manufcripts,  from  which  they 
will  hardly  be  beaten  by  any  Reafons  that  we  can  offer 
them.,  iince  tranfcribing  Books  is  a  great  Trade,  em- 
ploys many  Hands,  and  is  the  firft  Reward  of  Learning, 
by  producing  to  a  diligent  Perfon,  and  a  good  Scribe,  a 
Livelihood  on  the  Spot.     Above  all  I  think  their  Di6lio- 
naries  are  dear,  the  beft  and  moft  comprehenfive  cannot 
be  bought  under  lOO  PiaJlerSy  not  but  fometimes  Ma- 
nufcripts are  to  met  with  pretty  cheap.     Many  of  the 
Learned  boaft  of  their  Secrets  in  Phyfick  and  Chemi- 
ftry,  but  if  they  have  any,   they  are  very  tenacious  of 
them,  and  they  frequently  prove  but  Trifles  when  they 
are  known.     I  bought  three  Secrets  for  fixing  Mercury, 
two  of  them  were  abfolutely  falfe,  and  the  third  fala- 
cious  ;  for  after  three  Weeks,  the  Mercury  became  fluid 
again  by  the  meer  Operation  of  the  Air.     As  foon  as  I 
was  acquainted  with  HaJJ'an  fo  far  as  to  converfe  with 
him  about  thefe  Things,  I  received  from  him  a  fourth 
Method  of  performing  the  fame  Thing,  viz.  by  boyl- 
ing  Mercury  in  the  Juice  of  the  Herb  Lunariay  called 

by 


[  ^54  ] 

by  the  Greeks  Sellenitis  ;  but  I  never  made  the  Experi- 
ment, becaufe  I  have  Reafon  to  think,  that  this  Notion 
is  built  on  the  Dodrine  of  Signatures,  v^hich  I  confefs 
I  do  not  much  efleem,  becaufe  I  fcarce  comprehend  it 
at  all  j  and  I  am  perfwaded,  that  in  moft  of  the  In- 
fiances  which  are  produced  to  favour  it,  thofe  who  pro- 
duce them  are  miftaken  -,  but  enough  of  this. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  Jpril^  the  Cara- 
van fet  out,  and  on  the  3d  Day  of  the  fame  Month  I 
departed  from  Cciro^  attended  by  two  Jrabs,  who 
w^ere  privately  recommended  to  me  by  Hajfan.  Mr. 
Perez^  two  Italian  and  three  French  Merchants,  with 
Antonio^  came  to  fee  me  on  my  "Way,  and  I  obferved, 
that  Mr.  Perez  when  he  took  Leave  of  me,  was  under 
an  extraordinary  Concern.  As  for  poor  Antonio^  he  was 
all  in  Tears.  All  that  Day  we  travelled  through  a  fandy 
Plain,  every  Grain  of  which  feemed  to  be  perfed  Cry- 
Ital ;  fo  that  the  Refle6lion  of  the  Light  from  thence 
exceedingly  hurt  my  Eyes.  In  the  Evening  we  over- 
took fix  Camels,  with  feveral  Arabs  who  belonged  to 
them,  and  a  Man,  who  immediately  faluted  me,  told 
me  his  Name  was  Morat^  and  that  he  was  my  Slave. 
At  firft  I  did  not  underfland  him,  but  he  foon  let  me 
know  that  he  belonged  to  my  Patron  Hajjan^  and  that 
the  Lading  of  the'fe  Camels  were  to  be  difpofed  of  by 
me,  according  to  a  Letter  of  Inflru6lions  which  he  de- 
livered to  me. 

We  llept  together  under  a  Tent,  but  found  the 
Night  excefUvely  cool.  Our  Supper  was  very  light, 
confifting  only  of  Dates,  and  dried  Fruits.  As  for  the 
Arabs  they  mixed  fome  Water  and  Flour,  and  having 
kneaded  it  into  a  Palte,  left  it  on  a  Cloth  to  heave 
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v/hile  they  lighted  a  Fire,  then  throwing  it  on  the  Em- 
bers, and  turning  it  often,  at  laft  they  took  it  off  half 
baked,  kneaded  it  again  in  Salt^and  Oyl,  and  breaking  it 
into  little  Pieces,  eat  it  as  comfortably  and  as  merrily 
as  if  it  had  been  the  fineft  Provilion  in  the  World.  The 
Moor  entertained  me  the  firft  part  of  the  Night  with 
many  lingular  Stones  of  the  Riches  of  Egypt  wdiich  he 
faid  were  buried  in  all  thofe  Vaults,  and  under  all  the 
Needles,  about  which  the  Franks  were  fo  curious  -,  he 
alfo  apprehended  that  our  copying  Infcriptions  was  meer- 
ly  with  a  View  to  difcover  the  Contents  of  the  Places 
from  whence  they  were  taken.  He  like  wife  ferioufly 
alTured  me  that  our  Friend  Hafjan  had  a  Book  contain- 
ing an  Inventory  of  all  the  hidden  Treafures  in  Egypt, 
with  Copies  of  the  Talifmans  by  which  they  were  fe- 
curedj  and  an  Account  of  the  fanner  by  which  their 
Force  might  be  diiTolved.  I  confefs  at  this  Time  I 
thought  all  he  faid  the  Effe6ls  of  pure  Imagination, 
but  I  have  been  iince  informed,  that  there  is  in  reality  a 
Book  of  this  fort,  and  that  fome,  Copies  have  been  car- 
ried into  Europe. 

Th  e  fourth  of  Jpril  we  continued  our  Journey 
flowly,  pleafantly,  and  with  great  Unanimity  amongil 
ourfelves,  for  I  went  into  all  the  Folly  of  the  Arabs, 
and  iiftened  attentively  to  every  Thing  they  told  me,  as 
if  I  had  regarded  all  their  Sayings  as  the  moft  au  then  tick 
Oracles.  We  flept  that  Night  on  a  little  Slip  of  Land, 
on  which  there  was  Grafs,  and  where  a  fow  Sheep  were 
feeding,  I  tailed  that  Grafs  out  of  Curiolity,  and 
found  it  brackilh  ;  I  bought  one  of  the  Sheep  and  gave 
it  to  the  Arabs,  who  drefled  it  after  their  manner,  I  eat 
of  it,    and  found  it  very  good,     Upon  cutting  up  a 
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Turf  it  appeared  that  the  Earth  was  wonderfully  charg'd 
with  Nitre,  I  tailed  that  too,  but  excepting  its  cold- 
nefs,  it  left  no  relifli  on  the  Palate  at  all. 

The  fifth,  we  jogg'd  on  foberly  as  before,  my 
Jrdl?s  advifing  me  to  walk  fometimes  by  the  Side  of  the 
Camels,  which  change  of  Pofture  refrefhed  me  exceed- 
ingly. We  dined  in  a  Valley,  and  as  I  apprehended, 
flioula  have  fupp'd  and  lain  in  one ;  but  either  I  mi- 
Hook  them,  or  our   Guides  themfelves  were  miftaken^ 

for  we  were  obliged  to  fleep  in  the  Plain,  and  I  found 
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the  Air  very  nipping,  tho'  the  Day  had  been  hot.  We 
eat  at  Night  fome  Salad,  which  we  pick'd  by  the  Way, 
and  found  it  very  cool  and  refrefning. 

The  fixth,  we  began  to  travel  early,  and  three  Hours 
before  Noon  came  to  the  Foot  of  the  Mountains. 
They  make  a  flrange  Figure,  many  of  them  being  hol- 
low, as  if  Channels  of  Water  had  run  under  them, 
and  to  fay  the  Truth,  the  Valleys  v/e  met  wdth  feemed 
to  have  been  formerly  the  Beds  of  little  Brooks.  In  the 
Afternoon  we  defcended  again  into  a  great  Plain,  which 
extends  quite  to  the  Red  Sea. 

The  feventh,  we  arofe  early,  and  travelled  very 
hard,  in  order  to  be  at  our  Journey's  End  that  Evenings 
which  we  with  much  Difficulty  effected  ;  but  as  it  was 
late  in  the  Evening  before  we  came  in  fight  of  SueZy 
and  as  the  Jrah  never  enter  Towns,  I  chofe  to  remain 
with  them  under  their  Tents,  with  which  they  were 
mightily  pleafed  ;  for  they  efteem  nothing  fo  much  as  a 
ready  Conformity  to  their  Cuftoms. 

The  next  Day  I  went  with  my  Moor  to  Suez,  who 
conduced  me  lo  the  Houfe  of  a  Perfon  who  correfpon- 
cled  with  HaJJan^  and  who  received  us  with  all  imagina- 
ble 
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ble  Kindnefs  and  Refpedl,  and  difpatched,  as  foon  as  we 
arrived,  his  Son  to  carry  Advice  to  the  Bey  of  our  Arri- 
val.    We  remained  with  this  Man  two  Days,  in  which 
Space  I  ealily  took   a  View  of  the  Town  or  Port  of 
Suez^  than  which  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  con- 
temptible in  its  appearance,  or  of  higher  Confequence  in 
its  felf.     It  Hands  about  a  Mile  from  the  Sea  without 
Fortifications,    and    with   a   very  indiiFerent   Garrifon. 
There  were  at  this  Time  three  Ships  there  one  Turki/h^ 
one  Araoian^  and  one  Indian  Veflel,  a  heavy,  clumfy> 
ill  built  Thing,  fit  only  for  thofe  Seas,  where  upon  the 
leaft  Squal  of  Wind  they  run  into  Port,  and  are  fome- 
times  fix  Months  in  making   a  Voyage  of  a   Week. 
Here  are  however  vail  Magazines  of  rich  Goods,  and  it 
is  wonderful  that  this  Port  being  in  the  Hands  of  a  Po- 
tentate who  loves  Money  fo  well,   is  not  made  m.ore  ■ 
beneficial,  tho'  as  Things  Hand,  he  raifes  a  vaft  Reve-. 
nue  from  it.  But  what  to  me  appears  ftill  more  amazing 
is  the  want  of  Attention  among  the  Chrillian  Traders  j 
for  nothing  can  be  plainer  than   that  the  fettling  a  Fa- 
dory  here  would  be  of  prodigious  Confequence,    and 
might  in  fom.e  Meafure  alter  once  again  the  Trade  of 
the  Indies,     Land  Carriage  by  Cartels  is  very  eafy  and 
cheap,  and  the  Diftance  between  Suez  and  Damietta  not 
above  130  Miles  j  fo  that  for  ought  I  perceive,  Indian 
Commodities  might  be  carried  from  thence  to  Marfeilles 
in  three  Weeks,  or  a  Month  at  far  theft.     I  know  very 
well  that  there  is  much  Difficulty  in  treating  with  the 
Turks  about  altering  old  Cuftoms,  but  I  know  full  as  well 
that  there  is  no   Cuftom  they  will  not   alter,  for  the 
Sake   of  getting  by  it ;  but  this  by  the  way,  having  in 
another    Place  confidercd  this  Matter    more  at  large 
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with  a  View  to  the  Enlargement  of  our  EngliJJ)  Com- 
merce, which  publick  Minifters  treat  as  Men  of  Qua- 
lity do  their  Wives,  with  much  outward  Refpedl,  and 
very  little  real  AfFedion,  often  throwing  away  twice  as 
much  in  their  private  Pleafures  as  would  be  necelTary  to 
fulfil  all  the  Ends,  which  if  it  were  not  for  Expence, 
they  pretend  they  would  make  it  their  Glory  to  obtain, 
as  if  every  Miflrefs  had  a  Right  to  be  profufe  except 
the  Publick. 

The  Turk  at  whofe  Houfe  I  was,  had  better  No- 
tions of  Trade  than  are  comm.on  to  People  of  his  Na- 
tion, which  without  queftion  was  the  Reafon  that 
HaJJ'an  chofe  him  for  his  Correfpondent.  He  fhewed 
me  a  great  many  curious  Things,  and  amongft  others  a 
Drawer  of  fmall  Pearl,  which  were  very  perfeft,  and 
were  all  bored  ;  and  therefore  he  valued  them  at  a  high 
Rate,  Pearls  being  grown  fcarce  of  late  Years  at  ^uez^ 
tho'  the  grand  Fifhery  for  them  is  in  the  Red-Sea,  He 
faid  the  Arabian  Ladies  were  pallionately  fond  of  them, 
and  making  Ufe  of  them  in  Embroideries,  occafioned 
their  bearing  a  much  higher  Price  here  than  in  Europe^ 
where  they  were  luddenly  grown  into  difefteem.  To 
fay  the  Truth,  I  perceived  plainly,  that  as  to  valuable 
Commodities  which  lay  in  little  Room,  they  could  not 
be  bought  to  any  great  Advantage  ;  but  then  again,  as 
to  more  bulky  Wares,  very  large  Profit  might  without 
doubt  be  made  upon  them.  Ifoiif  Aga  had  a  very  con- 
venient Houfe,  tho'  it  made  but  a  very  mean  Figure. 
In  an  outward  Apartment  there  was  a  Fountain  of 
Water,  which  in  thofe  Countries  affords  peculiar  Plea- 
fuie  to  the  Eye,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  is  of  the 
greatell  Ufe  j  this  Apartment  was  neatly  paved  and  lined 
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V/Ith  a  kind  of  Mats  chequer'd  Green   and  Straw  Co» 
lour.     Behind   it  was  the  Apartment  in  vvhich  he  re- 
ceived Company,    it  was  fpriiikled  with  fweet  fcented 
Waters,  and  he  was  ierved  with    Coffee  and  Tobacco 
of  a  kind  faperior  to  any  Thing  I  had  ever  tafted.  His 
Coffee  was  roailed,  ground  and  boyled  in  the  Space  of 
7  or  8  Minutes ;  fo  that  it  had  an  Oil  upon  it  extream- 
\y  grateful  to  the  Tafte,  and  comfortable  to  the  Head. 
His  Tobacco  was  made  up  into  Rolls  Urongly  twifted^ 
fo  mild  and  pleafant  to  the  Tafle,  that  I  thought  fome 
peculiar  Art  had  been  made    Ufe  of  in  curing  it ;  but 
he  allured  me,  that  it  was  the  natural   Flavour  of  the 
Leaf,  'which  he  fai(f  grew  in  Arabia^  but  my  Moor  af- 
firmed the  contrary,  and  I  believe  he  was  in  the  right. 
In  Difcourfe  the  Jga  acquainted  me,  that  he  had  a 
young  Son,  whofe  Head  was  much  out   of  Order  at 
the  full  and  Change  of  ihQ  Moon.     I  defired  to  fee  the 
Child,  and  after  having  examined  him  uridtly,  as  to  the 
Nature  of  his  Complaints,  I  found  Means  by  a  Snuff  to 
difcharge  a  great  quantity  of  fstid  Matter  hy  the  Nofe, 
whereby   the  Child  was   immediately  relieved,    and   I 
gave  the  Father  Diredions,  how  to  proceed  in  Cafe  the 
Diforder  fhculd  return,    together  v/ith  fome   Obferva- 
tions  as  to  the  Diet  and  Exercife  of  the  Child,  till  fuch 
Time  as  his  Conllitution  was  thoroughly  fettled.     In 
return  the  Jga  made  me  a  Prefent   of  feveral  Curiofi- 
ties,  and  of  a  quantity  of  Papers  which  had  belonged 
to  a  Fra?ik  who  died  at  his  Houfe.     He  could  not  tell 
of  what  Nation  he  was^  tho'  by  his  Papers  it   fhouid 
feem  he  was  a  Frenchman,  by  Profeffion  he  was  a  Sur^ 
geon^  and  had  lived  in  Ethiopia  upwards  of  25  Years, 
from  whence  with  fome  Difficulty  he  had  efcaped  to 
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Suez^  in  hopes  without  queltion,  that  from  thence  fie 
might  find  a  Way  of  returning  into  Europe.  This 
Man  on  Account '  of  his  ProfefTion  was  admitted  into 
the  Houfeof  the  Jga^  and  remained  there  three  Months, 
moft  of  which  Time  he  was  on  a  declining  Condition ^ 
and  at  length  died  with  great  compofure  of  Mind.  What 
Effeds  he  had,  which  I  could  not  find  were  very  valu- 
able, came  into  the  Hands  of  his  Hojl^  who  not  being 
able  to  make  any  Ufe  of  his  Papers,  laid  hold  of  this 
Opportunity  of  obliging  me,  which  he  did  very  effec- 
tually, there  being  in  them  abundance  of  curious  Ob- 
fervations,  with  which  otherwife  I  could  never  have 
been  acquainted. 

lihiE  Mellenger  he  had  difpatched  to  the  Bey^  being 
returned  with  an  Account  of  the  Place  where  we  might 
find  him,  and  with  an  Order  that  we  fhould  immediately 
attend  him,  it  was  agreed  that  the  very  next  Day  we 
fhould  fet  out.  I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  been 
exadly  informed  whither  we  were  to  go,  or  at  leaft  how 
far,  but  the  MelTenger  declined  giving  me  any  Anfwer  to 
either  of  thefe  Quellions,  only  he  told  us  in  general,  that 
he  would  condu6l  us  as  fafe  and  as  fpeedily  to-  the  Bey  as 
we  could  defire. 

O  N  the  loth  of  Jpril  in  the  Morning,  we  returned 
to  our  Arabs ^  and  about  nine  o' Clock  fet  out,  our  Guide 
being  mounted  on  an  Arabian  Courfer,  and  all  the  reft 
of  our  Train  on  Camels.  We  travelled  all  that  Day  to- 
wards the  Mountains,  and  encamped  in  the  Evening  near 
the  Foot  of  them.  The  next  Day,  about  Noon,  we 
reached  them,  and  having  marched  very  llowly  through 
a  narrow  troublefome  Road,  we  pafled  the  Evening  near 
the  Ruins  of  an  ancient  Edifice.     I  went  accompanied 
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by  our  Guide,  and  by  the  Moor  Morat^  to  take  a  View 
of  them.  They  were  of  confiderable  Extent,  and  feem- 
ed  to  have  confilled  of  a  Square  compofed  of  fmaller 
Buildings  in  the  fame  Form  v/ith  that  in  the  Centre? 
which  was  llili  pretty  entire,  and  which  was  therefore 
the  chief  Objedl  of  our  Curiofity.  It  was  built  in  the 
Form  of  a  Beehive,  and  might  be  about  a  hundred  and 
eighty  Feet  in  Height.  There  was  an  Entry,  but  it 
was  quite  choaked  up  with  Sand,  and  we  had  not  Time 
to'let  the  Arahs  remove  it,  which  otherwife  might  eafily 
have  been  done.  I  was  allured,  that  in  the  Infide  of  this 
Building  there  was  a  large  Hall,  and  in  the  Centre  of  it 
a  Stair-cafe  defcending  into  another  Hall  underneath, 
from  whence  there  were  Galleries  of  Communication, 
which  led  to  all  Sides  of  the  Squares.  All  thefe  Struc- 
tures were  built  of  that  which  is  called  Thebaic  Marble, 
or  the  Stones  hewed  out  of  thofe  very  Rocks  through 
which  W€  travelled.  Early  the  next  Morning  we  fet  out 
again,  and  foon  enter'd  a  large  plain  Road  cut  with  inli- 
finite  Labour  in  the  Rock,  in  which  we  travelled  all  that 
and  the  next  Day. 

On  the  14th,  about  two  in  the  Afternoon,  we  turn- 
ed off  on  the  Right,  and  having  without  much  Diffi- 
culty defcended  the  Mountains,  we  came  to  the  Habi- 
tation or  Palace  of  the  Bey  Meherned^  to  whom  being 
prefentedby  our  Guide,  we  were  very  gracioufly  rece iv'd, 
and  had  the  Honour  of  eating  with  him.  At  Supper 
he  only  enquired  generally  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  of 
Hajfan^  whom  he  lliled  his  Brother,  and  of  whom  he 
fpoke  with  the  warmell  Tokens  of  AfFedlion,  At  part- 
ing he  told  us  that  he  would  fpeak  to  me  the  next  Day 
on  the  Bulinefs  of  my  Journey,  accordingly  the  next' 
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M(^rning,  after  I  had  eaten  fome  dried  Fruits  and  Bread, 
which  were  brought  me  by  an  Ahyjjt^ie  Slave,  together 
with  a  pleafant  kind  of  Sherbet,  I  was  conduced  to  a 
Summer-houfe,  where  the  Bey  fat  on  a  Sofa  fmoaking. 
He  was  upwards  of  fifty  Years  old,  well-fliaped,  and  a 
venerable  Perfon  in  his  Afpecl.  He  treated  me  with 
much  Civilit}^,  and  after  fome  Difcourfe  on  different 
Subjeds,  he  afked  me  v/hether  Hojfan  had  not  charged 
me  with  another  Letter  than  that  which  I  had  given  him 
the  Night  before :  I  told  him  he  had,  but  that  my  Inftruc- 
tions  were  not  to  part  with  it  'till  he  had  folemnly  pro- 
mifed  not  to  difcover  its  Contents.  This  he  readily 
complied  with,  and  I  thereupon  immediately  put  the  Let- 
ter into  his  Hand.  He  read  it  with  fome  Emotion,  and 
when  he  had  read  it,  continued  for  fome  time  filent  and 
thoughtful.     At  length  he  renewed  the  Converfation. 

Friend,  faid  be,  Hajjan  need  not  have  commanded 
thee  not  to  part  with  his  Epiftle  'till  I  had  promifed  to 
conceal  its  Contents.  He  knew  Vv^ell  enough  that  I  dare 
not  mention  them  ;  and  I  fuppofe  he  knows  thee  very 
well,  otherv/ife  he  would  not  have  put  my  Safety  and  his 
own  into  your  Hands  :  Tell  me,  therefore,  how  you 
became  acquainted  with  him  ;  how  long  and  how  far 
you  have  ferved  him.  Upon  this  I  entered  into  a  genu- 
ine Detail  of  my  Correfpondence  with  Hajjan^  and  did 
not  fail  to  mention  the  Book  I  had  procured  him  from 
Europe^  and  our  Difcourfes  on  Chemillry,  in  hopes  that  ' 
this  might  be  the  Foible  of  Mehemed^  as  well  as  of  Haf- 
fati  J  in  which  I  happened  to  judge  right. 

The 'Bey  heard  me  with  great  Attention,  and  with- 
out once  interrupting  me  while  I  was  fpeaking,but  he  kept 
his  Eyes  very  fteadily  fixed  upon  me  3  and  when  I  had 
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finifhed  my  Narration,  told  me  he  was  glad  that  HaJJati 
had  fent  him  fo  intelligent  a  Perfon,  and  that  he  would 
take  another  Opportunity  of  Gonveriing  with  me  upon 
thefe  Subjeds.  I  was  then  conduced  back  to  my  A- 
partment  by  the  Slave,  who  had  attended  me  the  Night 
before,  and  who  in  my  Abfence  had  brought  into  my 
Room  a  Chair,  a  Table,  and  fome  other  Utenfils  ne- 
cellary  to  a  European,  This  Slave  was  about  30  Years 
of  Age,  extremely  diligent,  modeft  and  docile ;  fo  that 
he  furnifhed  me  with  whatever  I  allied  for,  and  informed 
me  of  fuch  Things  as  I  thought  fit  to  afk  about,  with  a 
great  deal  of  Franknefs.  I  a6led,  however,  with  great 
Caution,  on  Account  of  what  the  Bey  had  faid,  which 
to  me  implyed  little  lefs  than  that  I  was  upon  my  good 
Behaviour,  and  that  according  as  he  conceived  of  my 
Conduct,  he  fhould  either  trud  me,  or  provide  for  his 
own  and  his  Friend's  Security  at  m>y  Expence. 

At  Noon  we  eat  together  with  Morat^  and  two  other 
Pcrfons,  in  the  Evening  he  fent  for  me,  and  we  had  a 
long  Converfation,  wherein  T  difcovered  that  he  was  a 
univerfal  Scholar,  a  Thing  not  fo  rare  as  we  imagine 
among  the  Arahs^  efpecially  thofe  of  Quality,  fuch  as 
him  of  Vv^hom  I  am  fpeaking,  whofe  Anceftors  had  been 
immemorially  Lords  or  Governors  of  this  Part  of  Egypt, 
'ind  were  held  to  be  defcended  from  its  ancient  Princes. 
Mehemed  told  me  amongft  other  Things,  that  he  had  in 
his  Youth  Iludied  Elm-al-Nogioum,  i.  e.  The  Science  of 
the  Stars,  or  what  we  call  Aftrology.  But  he  faid  that 
it  created  a  great  deal  of  Uneafinefs,  hindered  him  from 
acting  according  to  the  Rules  of  Prudence,  and  filled 
him  with  Sufpicions.  To  divert  liis  Mind  from  a  Science 
10  little  produdivs  of  Ple^fure  or  Profit,  he  apply'd  him- 
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felf  to  fludy  Al-Ecjti\  i.  e.  Alchymy^  whence  our  Word 
Elixir.  Thisperfedly  anfwered  his  End.  For  as  it  in- 
volved him  in  a  long  Train  of  Speculations  and  Experi- 
ments, fo  it  kept  him,  by  a  continual  Succeflion  of  Pur- 
fuits,  from  returning  to  the  Study  of  Aftrology,  and,  at 
the  fame  Time,  furnifhed  the  Means  of  diverting  his 
Teifure  Hours.  He  was  far  from  being  fo  great  an  En- 
thufiaft  as  Hajfan,  Time,  Experience,  and  a  larger 
Fund  of  Knowledge,  had  eradicated  that  Fiercenefs  and 
Obftinacy  fo  natural  to  the  Arabiaiu^  and  taught  him  a 
philofophical  Calmnefs  rarely  to  be  niet  with  in  Chriften* 
dom.  One  of  his  Maxims  was  never  to  difcourfe  on  a 
Subje6l  he  did  not  underiland,  or  to  conceive  that  he  un- 
derllood  any  Thing  fo  well  as  not  to  want  farther  Tn- 
ftruftion.  With  all  this  Wifdom  he  feem'd  to  be  tho- 
roughly perfuaded  that  TranfmxUtation  was  very  poffible  3 
that  it  had  been  formerly  known  and  pra6lifed  in  the  In- 
dies^ and  that  there  was  Reafon  to  believe  the  Bramins^ 
whom  he  called  Gioghisy  i.  e.  Religious  Perfons,  were 
Hill  acquainted  with  it.  He  informed  me,  that  one  of 
thefe  becoming  a  Mohammedan^  had  tranflated  the  whole 
Body  of  their  Philofophy  into  Arahick^  under  the  Title 
of  Merat-al-Maaniy  or  the  Speculum  of  Science,  which 
Book  he  purchafed  at  a  very  high  Price,  but  found  it 
written  in  a  dark  and  figurative  Stile  ;  fo  that  it  was  not 
of  great  Ufe  to  him.  A  Proof  upon  which  he  principally 
infilled,  was  the  Treafures  found  in  the  Indies  by  the 
Sultan  Mahmut  the  Gafnavite^  which  by  authentic  Au- 
thors were  affirmed  to  exceed  lixty  Millions  of  Sequins  in 
Gold,  coined  and  uncoined.  Thefe  Trealures,  in  his 
Opinion,  were  not  the  pure  EfFeds  of  Nature,  but  were 
rather  owing  to  the  Art  of  the  Indian  Sages.     In  fuch 
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Difcourfes  as  thefe  we  pafled  away  a  Fortnight,  which 
would  have  been  ipent  pleafantly  enough  if  I  had  not 
been  apprehenfive  that  not  only  HaJJ'an^  but  my  Friend 
Perez^  would  be  extremely  alarmed  at  my  Stay  ;  of 
which,  to  fay  the  Truth,  I  knew  not  what  to  think  my 
felf. 

To  divert  the  Time  as  well  as  I  could,  I  began  to  look 
over  the  Papers  of  the  French  Surgeon,  which  had  been 
given  me  by  Ifouf  Aga.  Amongil  them  I  found  an  exa61: 
and  concife  Defcription  of  the  Empire  of  Ahyjftna^  con- 
cerning which  I  had  affiduoufly  enquired  at  Cairo^  but 
was  able  to  learn  no  more  News  concerning  it  there  than 
if  I  had  been  at  Geneva  or  London^  except  that  the  Riches 
of  this  extenlive  Empire  v/ere  brought  into  Egypt  by  the 
Nubian  Caravans.  In  reading  this  Difcourfe,  I  collected 
a  fmall  Paper  of  Queries,  upon  which  I  interrogated 
Melec^  the  AhyJJine  Slave,  who  attended  me ;  his  An- 
fwers  ferved  as  a  kind  of  Annotations  to  the  Account  a-^ 
fore-mention'd,  and  fet  me  perfectly  at  reft  as  to  many 
Points  which  'till  then  I  thought  utterly  unintelligible, 
European  Authors  being  extremely  confufed  in  all  that 
they  deliver  concerning  this  Empire  and  its  Inhabitants. 

On  the  laft  Day  of  Aprils  being  fent  for  by  the  Bey^ 
to  confer  with  him  in  the  Afternoon,  I  found  him,  as  I 
thought,  in  a  little  Hurry,  and  after  fome  previous  Con- 
yerfation,  he  told  me  that  he  intended  the  next  Morning 
to  carry  me  abroad  with  him,  in  order  to  fhew  me  the 
Ruins  of  an  ancient  City  at  no  great  Diftance  ;  therefore 
he  defired  I  would  be  ready  as  early  as  I  could.  I  con- 
fefs  I  knew  not  what  to  make  of  this  Invitation,  nor 
Gould  I  fleep  all  the  Night :  So  that  when  Melee  came 
in  the  Morning  to  awaken  mej  he  found  me  already  up 
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and  dreft.  It  was  once  in  my  Head  to  have  afKed  this 
Slave  fome  Queftions,  but  not  kno vising  w^hat  Confe- 
quences  might  attend  it,  and  dreading,  though  I  knew 
not  why,  the  Severity  of  the  Bey^  I  held  my  Tongue. 
However,  while  I  was  eating  my  Breakfaft,  Melee  told 
me  that  he  was  to  go  with  us ;  that  we  fhould  return  at 
Night,  and  that  he  believed  I  would  fet  out  for  Cairo 
on  the  Morrow.  This  pleafed  me  very  well,  for  I  began 
now  to  wifh  myfelf  out  of  thefe  unknown  Parts,  where 
I  was  entirely  at  the  Mercy  of  Strangers,  and  in  a  Con- 
dition to  which  no  Man  in  his  right  Wits  would  have 
reduced  himfelf. 

A  T  the  Clofe  of  his  Difcourf*,  Melec  informed  me 
that  he  had  himfelf  fome  Curiofities  to  difpofe.of,  which 
he  had  cafually  met  with  in  going  to  a  City  called  Sioiif 
with  a  Mellage  from  his  Mafter :    Thefe,   he  faid,  he 
was  content  to  let  me  take  at  my  own  Price  when  I 
fhould  return.     A  Propofition  which  fuited  me  very  well. 
As  foon  as  it  was  perfectly  light,  the  Bey  was  ready  to 
depart,  attended  by  a  Troop  of  Arabian  Cavaliers,  con- 
fifting  of  lixty  Men  well  armed,     Moraty  and  myfelf, 
had  Horfes  provided  for  us,  and  coalting  along  the  Moun- 
tains we  came  by  Noon  to  a  Road  which  llruck  as  it  were 
into  the  Heart  of  them.     There  the  Bey  gave  Orders 
for  his  Guards  to  halt,  and  then  proceeding  with  his  Slave 
MeleCy   he  conduded  Morat  and  myfelf  to  a  Cave  at 
fome  Diftance,   one  of   the  moft  ftupendious  Works 
which  yet  remains  of  the  indent  Egyptian  Magnificence. 
It  is  hewn  out  of  the  folid  Rock,  fupported  by  Pillars  of 
the  fame  Stone,  wrought  with  all  imaginable  Art  and 
Beauty,  and  filled  with  hieroglyphic  and  other  Charac- 
ters.   Here  we  fat  down  in  the  Cool,  and  eat  a  fhort 

Repaft 


[  ^^7  3 

Repaft,  after  which  Mekc  and  Morat  went  to  give  Or- 
ders to  the  Guards,  and  left  the  Bey  alone  with  me  in 
the  Grotto. 

A  s  foon  as  they  were  gone,  my  Friend  faid  he,  if 
Time  would  permit  I  could  entertain  you  with  a  plea- 
fant  Account  of  the  w^onderful  Stories  that  are  told  us  of 
this  Grotto,  wherein  it  is  fuppofed   there  are    greater 
Treafures  buried  than  in  the  Grand  Seignior's  Coffers, 
The  moil  intelligent  are  of  Opinion,  that  fome   where 
in  this  Neighbourhood  lies  that  famous  Mine  of  Eme- 
ralds fo  much  fpoken  of  in  the  Eaji^  and  fo  fatal  to  its 
Owners.     But  I  can  allure  you,  that  the  lail:  Story  is 
full  as  ill  grounded  as  the  firft  ;  for  I  am  welh  fatisfied, 
that  the  Mine  of  Emeralds  is  not  here,  nay  as  far  as  my 
Information  reaches,  it  is  not  on  this  Side  the  Nik^  tho* 
one  of  my  Predeceilbrs  loll  his  Life  on  a  Suppoiition 
that  he  was  poilelTed  of  it.     The  Ground  of  this  Story 
was,  his  having  colledled  a  great  quantity  of  Em.eralds, 
which  tho'  in  other  Refpeils  he    was  a  wife    Man, 
fhewed  him  to  be  extremely  deficient  in  true  Policy. 
The  then  Bafhaw  of  Cairo^  whofe  Name  was  MtiJJa- 
pha^  was  avaricious  in  the  higheft  Degree,  and  on  a  Su- 
spicion that  he  Ihould  polTefs  himfelf  of  immenfe Wealth, 
he  made  War  upon  and  deftroyed  the  unhappy  Prince, 
yet  without  gaining  the  End  he  fought,  for  his  Trea- 
fures could  never  be  found,  and  the  Balhaw  himfelf  was 
the  Year  following  ftrangled  at  the  Porte.     On  this  Ac- 
count I  am  not  a  little  tender  of  owning,  that  I  have 
any  of  thefe  fatal  Stones,  at  the  fame  Time  I  am  not 
averfe  to  the  fale  of  them  upon  reafonable  Terms ;  be- 
caufe  any  other  Commodity  of  Value  fuits  me  better. 
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Having  faid  this,  he  produced  a  little  Casket  from 
under  his  Robe,  and  having  opened  it,  fhew^d  me  a 
great  many  of  thefe  Jewels,  fome  of  them  wonderful 
perfect,  and  others  larger,  but  cloudy  and  full  of  Specks. 
We  were  not  long  in  bargaining,  for  he  asked  me  at 
iirfl  a  very  moderate  Price,  and  at  laft  I  agreed  for  30 
Stones  on  the  part  of  Hajfan^  and  3  for  myfelf.  One 
of  40,  one  of  50,  and  the  other  for  the  Price  of  70 
Sequins.  Thofe  I  bought  for  HaJJan  were  abfolute- 
\y  perfedl,  thofe  on  my  own  Account  were  large  but 
foul,  and  I  bought  them  with  a  View  to  make  Ufe  of 
the  Secret  I  had  from  M.  Pucci,  which  I  was  fenfible 
would  render  them  of  much  more  Value  than  they  were 
fold  to  me.  After  our  Bulinefs  was  over,  the  Bey 
fhewed  me  another  Parcel,  confifting  of  19  large  Stones, 
but  far  lefs  perfe6l  than  thofe  I  had  feen  before.  He 
feemed  very  defirous  of  felling  me  thefe  altogether,  I 
told  him  frankly  that  I  had  gone  to  the  Extent  of  my 
Commiflion,  and  that  I  had  laid  out  all  my  own  Money 
3lfo.  He  then  fhev/ed  me  5  Stones  tied  up  in  a  Bag 
of  a  Hill  larger  Size,  very  thick  but  foul,  and  of  diffe- 
rent Colours.  If  thefe  faid  he  were  perfe6l,  they  would 
t»e  worth  more  Money  than  you  have  given  me  for  all 
the  reft,  as  they  are  I  will  fell  them  for  500  Sequins, 
This  I  confefs  tempted  me  exceedingly,  and  immedi- 
ately brought  into  my  Head  what  I  never  once  thought 
on  before,  viz.  That  I  had  about  me  a  Pearl  Necklace^ 
which  had  been  my  Mothers,  and  which  I  had  deter- 
mined never  to  part  from.  I  remembered  that  Ifouf 
had  told  me  Pearls  bore  a  very  high  Price  in  thefe 
Parts,  and  thereupon  I  took  a  Refolution  of  befeeching 
the  Bey  to  refer  this  Negotiation  till  our  Return  to  his 
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Caftle,  which  at  firft  he  declined,  but  afterwards  put-^ 
ting  up  the  Stones  with  thofe  I  had  bought,  he  deliver- 
ed the  whole  Parcel  to  me  in  a  Bag,  bidding  me  take 
Care  to  let  no  Body  fufpefl:  our  Bufinefs  there  to  have 
been  any  other  than  to  gratify  my  CurioHty  with  a  Sight 
of  thefe  Grottos,  for  there  were  feveral  within  our 
View,  and  we  went  afterwards  to  look  upon  them. 

After  a  Stay  of  3  or  4  Hours,  we  mounted  our 
Horfes  again,  and  returned  to  the  Beyh  Palace  jull  as 
it  was  dark.  It  happened  that  the  Cheik  of  an  adjacent 
Village,  and  a  Friend  of  his  came  that  Afternoon  to 
vifit  the  Bey^  and  ftaid  for  his  Return  ;  fo  that  our  Con- 
verfation  was  put  off  till  the  Morning.  I  retired  earlier 
than  ufual  on  Account  of  the  Strangers,  and  that  I 
might  have  Time  to  fpeak  to  Adelec  about  the  Things 
he  had  promifed  to  fell  me.  When  I  was  com.e  to  my 
Chamber,  I  put  him  in  mind  of  his  Promife,  and  he 
aflured  me,  that  as  foon  as  the  Bey  was  retired  to  Reft, 
he  would  come  and  fhew  me  what  he  had  mentioned. 
He  came  accordingly,  and  brought  the  better  half  of  a 
broken  Urn,  with  about  180  Medals  of  Gold,  Silver, 
and  large  Brafs,  I  was  extremely  furprized  at  fo  unex- 
pected a  Sight,  and  the  firft  Queftion  I  asked  was, 
whether  the  Bey  knew  any  Thing  of  them  ?  the  poor 
Fellow  trembling,  affirmed  he  did  not,  and  began  I  be- 
lieve to  apprehend  that  I  would  betray  him.  ;  I  bid  him 
be  of  good  Courage,  and  asked  him  what  he  valued 
thefe  Curiofities  at,  he  faid  10  Sequins^  I  immediately 
gave  him  20,  and  obferved  to  him,  that  we  were  alike 
in  Danger  if  we  broke  our  Faiths.  I  put  the  Medals 
amongft  my  Equipage,  and  gave  him  the  broken  Urn 
to  bury  in  the  Place  from  whence  he  had  taken  it,  after 
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which  he  departed,  and  I  being  exceedingly  fatigued, 
went  to  my  Reft. 

In  the  Morning  Melcc  waked  me  by  coming  into  the 
Room,    which  he  feldom  did,  and  I  was  at   lirft  ex- 
tremely furprized,    fuppofing  that  fome   Accident  had 
happened,  I  was  confirmed  in  this,  when  he  told  me, 
that  the  Bey  defired  co  fpeak  with  me  in  an  Hour.  The 
Slave's  looking  perfedly  eafy  and  compofed,  alarmed  me 
ftill  more,  from  an  Apprehenfion  that  he  had  betrayed 
me,  and  that  this  was  one  of  thofe  Artifices  of  which 
I  had  been  fo  often  forewarned,  from  my  Propenfity  to 
converfe  with  Moors  and  Arabs,     I  drefled  myfelf  with 
much  Hurry  and  Confufion,  and  addreffed   myfelf  to 
my  Prayers  with  much  Diftradion  of  Mindj  when  I 
had  finifhed  them  with  much    ado,  it  fhot  into   my 
Mind  that  the  Bey   had  fent  for  me  about   the  large 
Emeralds,  and  thereupon  I  imimediately  grew  eafy  again, 
wondering  at  my    former  Difquiet  and  fully  perfuaded 
that  a  Man's  own  Sufpicions  excruciate  him  much  more 
than  any  real  Evils  to  which  he  ftands  expcfed,  from 
the  ordinary  Events  in  Life.     The  firft  Thing  I  did 
was,  to  unrip  the  Lappit  of  an  old  Waiftcoat  which  I 
wore  over  my  Shirt,  and  in  which  the   Necklace  was 
fewed  at  full  length ;  it  confilled  of  5  Rows  of  Pearl 
with  Pears  at  each  End,  they  were  extremely  fine,  and 
at  the  Time  they  were  bought,  of  a  very  high  Price.  I 
could  not  help  fhedding  Tears  at  the  Sight  of  it,  and 
began  to  charge  myfelf  with  the  want  of  filial  Tender- 
nefs,  in  parting  thus  with  my  Mother's  Necklace  to  an 
Infidel.     But  when  I  had  recolleded  myfelf  a  little, 
when  I  confidered  that  the  Value  of  all  thefe  Things 
was  imaginary,  and  that  a  Parent  if  living  could  not  but 
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approve  an  Advantage  gained  by  an  Exchange  of  Things 
ufelefs  in  themlelves ;  I  recovered  my  Tranquility,  and 
taking  off  the  two  Pears,  refolved  to  produce  only  five 
Rows  of  Pearls. 

By  that  Time  I  had  done  this.  Melee  came  to  haften 
me,  fo  I  went  directly  to  the  Bey's  Apartment,  carry- 
ing the  five  Emeralds  with  me,  which  as  foon  as  we 
were  alone  I  produced.  Well  my  Friend,  faid  Mahe- 
med,  what  is  it  you  have  to  offer  me  for  thefe  Children 
of  the  Sea  ?  alluding  to  the  Colour  of  the  Stones.  I 
have  anfwered  I,  fome  of  the  true  Children  of  the  Sea, 
prefenting  him  at  the  fame  time  the  Necklace ;  he  looked 
upon  it  with  an  Air  of  Pleafure  and  Aftoniihment,  from 
whence  I  gathered,  that  I  fhould  be  fuccefsful  in  my 
Negotiation.  After  looking  at  them  for  fome  Time, 
my  Friend,  faid  Mehemed,  here  are  about  300  Pearls, 
if  I  value  them  at  a  Sequin  a  piece  they  will  purchafe 
only  3  of  thofe  Stones.  True  my  Lord,  faid  I,  but 
you  will  confider  that  you  fet  a  Value  on  your  own 
Emeralds  and  on  my  Pearls.  Very  well,  replyed  Me- 
hemed^mYdy ;  and  are  you  not  a  great  Gainer  by  the 
Value  which  I  have  fet  ?  I  then  fhewed  him  the  two 
Pears,  and  our  Bufinefs  being  quickly  adjulled,  he  de- 
fired  me  to  bring  the  reft  of  the  Emeralds  with  me 
when  I  came  to  Dinner,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and 
after  our  Repaft  was  over  retiring  to  a  Summer-houfe, 
he  put  up  each  of  the  Stones  in  Paper,  affixed  his  Seal 
or  Mark,  for  it  is  taken  off  only  with  Ink,  on  the 
Folds  ot  each  of  them,  and  wrote  within  to  whom  it 
belonged,  when  he  had  fo  done,  he  put  them  all  into 
the  Bag,  and  that  again  into  a  little  Cafe  which  he  al- 
fo  fealed  with  four  Seals,  and  delivered  it  to  me.    He 
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then  demanded  whether  I  would  return  to  Cairo  the 
next  Day,  or  repofe  a  Day  longer,  I  chofe  the  latter  for 
the  Sake  of  fome  Queftions  which  I  had  to  ask  Melee, 

The  Bey  then  told  me,  that  all  the  Jrabs  I  brought 
with  me  mull  remain  with  him  5  but  that  Morat  fhould 
return  with  me,  and  that  he  would  fend  a  Perfon  in 
whom  he  could  confide,  to  fee  \is  fafely  embarked  on 
the  Nile  with  our  Baggage,  for  that  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  fafe  for  us  to  return  by  Land.  This  fomewhat 
furprized  me,  for  I  had  no  Idea  of  returning  any  other 
Way  than  that  by  which  I  came ;  but  when  I  had  con- . 
lidered  the  Necellity  of  the  Thing,  and  that  the  Re- 
turn of  thefe  Arabs  with  their  Camels  might  be  fatal, 
not  only  to  them,  but  to  me.  I  very  readily  acquiefced, 
and  thanked  the  Bey  for  his  Care.  Whert  all  thefe 
Things  were  adjufled,  he  told  me,  that  in  the  Grotto's 
where  we  had  been  before,  he  had  difcovered  fome  fub- 
terraneous  Pallages,  in  which  he  at  firlt  fuppofed  fome 
Treafure  might  be  hid ;  but  that  upon  a  Itrider  Scru- 
tiny, he  difcovered  they  were  meer  Catacombs^  and  that 
he  had  taken  out  of  them  fome  embalm'd  Birds,  certain 
Idols,  and  figured  Stones,  which  he  promifed  to  fhew 
me,  as  he  did  the  next  Morning,  and  afterwards  made 
me  a  Prefent  of  them,  in  return  for  which  I  gave  him 
a  little  filver  Cafe  of  Inftruments  which  I  carried  in  my 
Pocket. 

In  the  Evening  fome  Strangers  arrived,  which  was 
the  Reafon  that  I  did  not  fee  the  Bey  any  more  that 
Night,  which  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of  finifhing  at 
leifure  all  the  Inquiries  I  had  to  make  from  Melee,  He 
told  me,  that  about  five  Years  before,  as  he  was  going 
with  his  Sifter  to  meet  a  young  Man  to  whom  Ihe  was 
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to  be  married,  they  were  all  farprized  by  a  Body  of  bar- 
barous People  which  border  on  Ahyjp:n'ia^  and  that  after 
living  in  Servitude  with  them  fome  Months,  they  fold 
him  to  a  Nubian  Merchant,  who  brought  him  into  £- 
gypt^  and  having  received  many  Favours  from  the  Bey^ 
prefented  him  and  his  Sifter,  whom  he  had  alfo  bought, 
to  Mehemed^  with  whom  they  had  lived  ever  iince. 

This  Sifter  I  underftood  remained  in  the  Women's 
Apartment  conftantly,  and  tho'  Melee  did  not  tell  me 
fo,  yet  from  various  Circumftances  I  conjedlured,  that 
fhe  was  one  of  the  B^/s  Concubines.  In  this  I  v/as 
confirmed  by  the  fmall  Delire  the  Ahyjfine  exprelTed  to 
return  into  his  own  Country,  or  of  obtaining  his  Liber- 
ty. He  was  perfedly  fatisfied  with  his  prefent  Condi- 
tion, and  was  only  defirous  of  having  a  little  Money  by 
him,  in  Cafe  any  Accident  fhould  happen  to  his  Mafter, 
a  Thing  frequent  enough  among  thefe  little  Princes, 
who  when  united  are  powerful  enough  to  give  Law  to 
the  Grand  Seignior's  Governor ;  but  when  at  Variance 
with  each  other,  as  they  generally  are  become  Vi- 
<flims  to  their  own  ill-timed  Refentments,  and  either  die 
in  the  Field  againft  fome  of  their  Neighbours  and  Com- 
petitors, or  are  ftrangled  at  Cairo^  on  fome  pretended 
Confpiracy. 

The  next  Day  being  the  third  o^  May^  I  fpent  almoft 
entirely  in  the  Company  of  the  Bey^  who  feemed  to 
open  himfelf  with  unufual  Confidence.  He  faid  he 
looked  upon  it  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  he  fhould  not 
hear  often  from  Hajfan^  that  he  thought  his  Defign  of 
retiring  out  of  Egyyt  prudent ;  but  that  it  required  great 
Caution  in  the  Execution  of  it,  becaufe  the  Turh  were 
equally  fufpicious  and  barbarous,  and  having  conceived 
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^r^r]ge  Notions  of  his  Wealth,  would  not  fail  on  tlie 
ilightell  Pretence  to  rid  themielves  of  him,  in  order  to 
acquire  it.  The  Evening  I  fpent  with  Melee ^  getting  all 
Things  ready  for  my  Journey,  and  on  the  fourth  of  May 
early  in  the  Morning,  having  taken  Leave  of,  the  Bey^ 
who  covered  me  with  Civilities,  Morat  and  I  fet  out 
mounted  on  two  fine  Horfes,  attended  by  three  Camels, 
which  carried  our  Provilions  and  Baggage,  and  efcorted 
by  an  Arab  of  Dillindion,  at  the  Head  of  twenty  Cava- 
liers. 

We  reached  the  Nile  by  two  Day's  eafy  Journey. 
The  firll  Night  we  lay  in  a  Village,  inhabited  for  the 
mod  part  by  Copts  or  Egyptian  Chriftians.  I  walked 
about  in  the  Evening  attended  every  where  by  the  Arab 
Chiefs  who  treated  me  with  a  great  Politenefs,  but 
feemed  to  take  to  himfelf  as  much  or  more  State  than 
the  Bey  ;  I  underftood  afterwards  that  he  was  his  elder 
Brother's  Son.  His  Name  was  Hamet^  his  Age  about 
23,  he  was  an  excellent  Horfeman  even  in  Refpe6t  to 
the  Arahs^  who  are  all  of  them  very  expert  in  this  Art. 
Hamet  had  more  of  the  Arabian  Haughtinefs  by  far 
than  his  Uncle ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  he  made  Ufe  of 
a  much  more  ceremonious  Courtefy,  exprelled  himfelf 
with  all  the  Pomp  of  Eajlern  Compliment ;  fo  that  I 
had  no  fniall  Trouble  in  conforming  to  all  the  Niceties 
which  this  illuftrious  Perfon  expected. 

The  next  Evening  we  came  to  Achnin-y  this  is  far 
from  being  a  confiderablc  Place  at  prefent,  but  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  it  lye  the  Ruins  of  a  very  confide- 
Table  City,  among  which  1  walked  for  a  couple  of 
Hours,  obferving  with  Regret  the  outragious  Havock 
which  hnd  been  uotoriowily  made  of  many  Monuments 
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of  ancient  Magnificence.  There  were  however  fome 
Rows  of  Columns,  which  had  not  only  refilled  the  In- 
juries of  Time,  but  thofe  alfo  of  the  barbarous  Lords 
of  Egypt,  who  have  fo  induftrioully  demolifhed  what 
they  w^anted  Genius  to  ere6l.  Some  Apartments  alfo 
were  in  a  manner  entire,  their  Walls  being  every  where 
embeliflied  either  with  Sculptures  or  Paintings,  the'  latter 
amazingly  frefh ;  fo  that  the  Colours  feem  as  if  they 
were  frefh  laid  on.  I  fhould  have  been  more  exadt  in 
examining  thefe  venerable  Remains  of  Antiquity,  if  the 
Emir  Hamet  had  not  told  me,  that  he  was  llreightened 
in  Time,  and  that  he  expelled  to  meet  that  Evening 
the  Patron  of  the  VelTel  in  which  we  were  to  fail  to 
Cairo. 

I  WAS  therefore  obliged  to  return  immediately,  and  as 
he  faid,  we  found  when  we  came  back  the  Perfon  he 
expelled,  and  his  Vellel.  The  Mailer  behaved  very 
refpeftfully  to  the  Emir^  and  allured  him,  that  he 
would  ufe  the  utmoft  Care  and  Expedition  in  convey- 
ing us  to  Cairo.  The  next  Morning  all  our  Baggage 
was  put  on  Board  the  Vellel,  and  when  we  came  to 
take  our  Leave  of  the  Emir,  he  appointed  two  of  his 
Cavaliers  to  attend  us.  Then  turning  to  Morat  he  em- 
braced him,  and  wifli'd  him  a  good  Voyage,  defiring 
him  to  go  with  his  Arahiaiis  immediately  on  Board  the 
Veflel.  In  the  mean  Time  he  took  me  afide,  and  when 
we  had  walked  a  little  Way  together,  he  drew  a  Letter 
out  of  his  Bofom,  and  having  firlt  touched  his  Fore- 
'head  therewith,  and  afterwards  kilTed  it,  he  delivered  it 
to  me,  and  I  opened  it  after  the  like  Ceremony. 

It  was  fealed,  or  rather  fubfcribed  by  the  Bey^  and 
contained  an  Order  to  deliver  immediately  to  the  Emir 
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Hamst  the  Packet  with  four  Seals.  I  was  fo  furprize<l 
1  knew  not  what  toYay.  The  E?nir  perceived  it,  and 
endeavoured  to  comfort  me,  My  Friend,  faid  he,  be 
not  affli<Sled,  you  will  fuiFer  no  Injury,  either  from  me 
or  my  Uncle,  we  beft  know  what  is  fit  to  be  done  in 
our  Affairs  and  yours.  I  faw  Refiltance  was  impradi- 
cable;  and  therefore  I  gave  him  the  Packet  of  Je- 
wels, and  then  with  a  heavy  Heart,  in  Spight  of  all  his 
Promifes  and  Allurances,  I  went  on  Board  the  Velfel, 
where  I  found  Moral  and  the  tw^o  Arabs  with  four 
other  Perfons  belonging  to  the  Bark,  but  the  Patron 
was  gone  afhore  to  receive  the  laft  Inftru6lions  of  the 
Emir. 

I  look'd  upon  myfelf  to  be  now  no  longer  in  a  State 
of  Freedom,  T  confidered  thefe  Arabs  as  Guards,  I  fan- 
cied that  Morat  looked  exceedingly  melancholy,  and 
on  the  whole,  I  felt  greater  Pain  and  Difquiet  than  I 
had  ever  known  in  my  Life.  I  began  to  revolve  in  my 
Mind,  that  vaft  variety  of  Events,  which  tho'  a  young 
Man  I  had  feen  \  I  blamed  my  fond  Credulity  which 
had  induced  me  to  run  fuch  real  Hazards  on  chimerical 
Profpeds.  I  law  all  Things  now  in  new  Lights,  I 
wondered  how  I  fo  eafily  quitted  my  own  Country,  I 
flood  amazed  at  my  having  fhunned  the  Converfe  of 
EngTiJI)  Merchants ;  I  accufed  myfelf  of  a  thoufand 
Follies,  of  which  till  now  I  had  never  thought  myfelf 
guilty,  and  I  made  innumerable  Vows  of  Amendment, 
and  of  returning  to  a  fettled  Courfe  of  Life,  in  Cafe 
Providence  fliould  pleafe  to  deliver  me  from  this  Gulph 
of  Afflidlion.  This  Thought  fuddenly  raifed  me,  I  be- 
gan to  conceive  the  State  I  was  in,  a  kind  of  Warning 
fj  cm  Heaven  to  quit  this  rambling  fort  of  Life,  and  to 
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return  to  the  Performance  of  thofe  Duties  incumbent 
upon  me,  as  a  reafonable  Creature  and  a  Chriftian  ; 
with  this  Hope  I  comforted  myfelf,  and  recoUedling 
my  Spirits  as  well  as  I  could,  I  began  to  enquire  of  Mo- 
rat  how  he  did,  and  how  long  he  thought  it  would  be 
before  we  (hould  reach  Cah'Oy  he  faid  he  could  not  tell, 
but  that  he  believed  it  would  not  be  many  Days,  and 
that  the  Voyage  would  be  very  pleafant ;  he  looked  too 
as  if  he  had  recovered  his  former  Chearfulnefs,  and  per- 
haps he  had  never  loft  it,  except  in  my  Imagination. 
The  Patron  of  the  Veflel  was  extremely  courteous,  as 
well  as  very  careful  of  us  -,  we  lodged  every  Night  on 
Shore,  but  as  I  apprehended,  that  the  Jrabs  and  the 
Mafter  of  the  VelTel  had  a  ftridl  Eye  over  us,  I  walked 
very  little  abroad,  which  hindered  me  from  viewing  a- 
bundance  of  Curiolities,  that  otherwife  in  the  Courfe 
of  this  Voyage,  I  might  have  feen.  I  took  Notice, 
however,  the  fecond  Day  of  our  Voyage,  of  a  rvlarble 
Column  on  our  Right  Hand,  exatflly  like  that  of  Pom- 
pey^  near  Alexandria^  though  I  think  not  quite  (o 
high. 

When  our  Arabians  became  a  little  acquainted  with 
us,  they  entertained  us  with  the  ufual  Topic's,  viz* 
Romantic  Relations  of  the  Adventures  of  antient  Heroes, 
and  wonderful  Hiftories  of  Treafures  buried  in  Moun- 
tains, Caftles  eredled  by  Art  Magic,  and  Tali/mans 
capable  of  performing  more  ftupendous  Miracles  than 
ever  entered  into  any  Legend.  They  delivered  all  they 
faid  with  a  Gravity,  which  {hewed  that  they  believed 
themfelves  all  that  they  defired  others  to  credit,  and  I 
who  had  profited  much  by  Ha[j'an\  Admonition,  fuffer'd 
:thefe  Stories  to  amufe  my  Melancholy,  and  to  divert 
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the  PalTage,  which  exceedingly  delighted  the  Jrabs^  who 
love  to  be  liftened  too,  and  treated  with  Confidence, 
which  notwithilanding  the  Stories  that  are  told  of  them, 
I  think  they  very  rarely  abufe.v 

I  AM  the  rather  inclined  to  this  Opinion,  becaufe 
that  I  know  their  E7nir$  and  Princes  chaftife  with  the 
utmoll  Severity,  fuch  as  injure  any  who  are  going  to  or 
coming  from  them,  and  have  thereby  put  themfelves  up- 
on their  Faith.  It  is  true,  that  they  are  extremely 
poor,  which  makes  them  thievifh;  but  if  you  give 
them  a  Trifle,  and  treat  them  kindly,  arid  like  Friends, 
they  w^ill  not  wrong  you ;  but  on  the  contrary,  ferve 
3/0U  with  great  Fidelity,  and  exert  themfelves  to  the  ut- 
moft  in  your  Defence.  When  we  were  fallen  down 
the  Nile  within  a  Days  Sail  or  lefs  of  Cairo^  we  landed 
at  a  Village  called  Safi^  where  wc  hired  four  Camels, 
and  having  put  the  Baggage  upon  one,  the  Arab  who 
owned  the  Camels,  Morat  and  myfelf,  on  the  other  two 
fet  out  by  Land  for  Cairo^  by  the  Diredion  of  the  Jrabs 
whom  thQ  Emir  \\2i^\dl  with  us;  and  we  entered  on 
the  fame  Side  of  the  City,   from  whence  we  fet  out  for 

Suez. 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  Joy  which  Mr.  Perez 
and  Antonio  teftified  on  my  Arrival.  They  had  fent  to 
Suez^  and  were  informed,  that  my  Curiofity  had  temp- 
ted me  to  make  an  Excurfion  into  the  upper  Egypt^ 
where  they  took  it  for  certain,  that  fome  Misfortune 
had  befallen  me.  I  had  not  been  at  Home  long  before 
HaJJan  fent  me  a  MeiTage,  deiiring  that  I  would,  repofe 
myfelf  for  a  Day  or  two  before  I  vifited  him.  This 
was  to  me  quite  unintelligible ;  however  I  was  conftrain- 
fid  to  be  filent,  as  v^^ell  as  to  bear  with  Patience  the  great 
Jyofs  that  I  had  fultaingcl,  . 
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During  this  Space,  Mr.  Perez  diverted  me  with 
the  Recital  of  what  had  pafled  in  my  Abfence,  and  alfo 
prefented  me  with  a  long  Letter  from  Dr.  Sahiati,  in 
which  among  other  Things  there  v/as  a  Query  as  to 
the  Ufes  that  might  be  made  in  Chemiftry  of  the  Pra- 
dice  at  Cmro  of  hatching  Eggs  in  Ovens.  Having 
confidered  this  attentively,  I  began  to  apprehend,  that 
very  poffibly  the  Experiments  I  made  of  Mr.  Pucci's 
Secret  would  have  fucceeded  better  if  fuch  Ovens  as 
thefe  had  been  ufed.  Upon  this,  I  began  to  enquire 
very  particularly  into  this  Method  of  hatching  Chickens, 
as  alfo  whether  it  was  pradlicable  to  ere6l  them  in  a  pri- 
vate Houfe,  v^hich  I  was  told  it  was  not.  Then  I  de- 
iired  to  be  informed  if  a  Pot  w^ell  luted  might  be  fufFer'd 
to  ftand  in  thefe  Ovens  for  a  certain  Time,  without 
Danger  of  its  being  opened,  and  being  fatisfied  on  this 
Head,  I  took  two  very  foul  Emeralds,  and  that  which 
had  been  partly  cleanfed  before,  and  having  properly  fe- 
cured  them,  fent  them  to  be  placed  in  the  Oven  for 
nine  Days. 

The  Day  after  I  went  to  wait  on  my  Patron  HdJ" 
fan  according  to  his  Appointment,  he  received  me  with 
all  the  Marks  of  Friendfhip  poffible,  and  before  I  had 
been  wath  him  twenty  Minutes,  produced  to  me  the  Bef^ 
Packet,  with  the  Seals  untouched.  He  told  me  at  the 
fame  Time,  that  the  Ba{haw  having  fent  a  Chiaux  to 
Mehemed  Bey  while  I  was  at  his  Palace,  that  Lord  was 
apprehenlive,  that  upon  fome  Intelligence  given,  I 
might  be  feized  in  my  Return  to  Cairo,  which  would 
have  been  fatal  to  them  all ;  he  therefore  difpatch'd  his 
Nephew  the  E?mr,  with  an  Anfv/er  to  the  Bafhaw's 
Demands,  and  knowing  that  he  would  not,  be  fufpec- 
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ted  or  fearched,  gave  him  DIredions  to  take  a  certain 
Packet  from  me,  and  deliver  it  when  Opportunity  ferv'd 
to  Hqffdfu 

We  immediately  broke  open  the  Seals,  took  out  the 
Bag,  and  divided  the  Emeralds  according  to  the  writ- 
ten Diredions  of  the  Bey,  Hqffan  was  not  a  little 
furprized  at  the  Choice  I  had  made  of  imperfedl  Stones, 
which  as  he  rightly  obferved,  were  from  their  Size 
above  the  Purchafe  of  unskilful  Judges,  and  from  their 
Quality  unfit  for  thofe  who  had  Skill.  I  admitted  what 
he  faid  to  be  true,  and  could  defend  myfelf  only  by 
faying,  that  my  Money  would  hold  out  no  farther.  My 
Patron  obferved,  that  he  had  forbid  Morat  to  enter  hfs 
Houfe,  and  had  fent  to  hinder  my  viliting  him  till 
fuch  Time  as  the  Emir  was  returned,  left  on  our 
Meeting  fuch  Civilities  might  pafs  as  might  poffibly  be- 
get Sufpicion,  in  which  I  confefs  he  afted  very  reafon- 
ably.  Two  Days  afterwards  he  fet  out  for  Rofetta^ 
from  whence  in  a  few  Weeks  he  tranfported  himfelf 
and  his  Family  to  Algiers^  having  before  difpofed  of 
his  Houfe  and  Gardens  to  the  Turkijh  Aga^  who  on 
that  Account  winked  at  his  Departure,  and  fent  no  Ad-? 
vices  to  the  Bafhaw  till  his  Friend  was  out  of  Dan- 
ger. 

At  the  End  of  the  appointed  Time  I  fent  for  my  Pot 
from  the  Oven,  and  found,  upon  Infpedion,  that  a  thin 
Stone  was  crack'd  quite  thorough  j  another  thicker  one 
was  much  mended  in  its  Colour  5  but  as  for  the  large 
Stone  I  bought  of  the  Jew  at  Alexandria^  and  had  made 
an  unfuccefsful  Attempt  to  rectify  before,  itwasasiine, 
3s  clear,  and  as  perfed  as  I  could  wifh.  Having  confi- 
d&red  this  Matter  attentively,  and  compared  all  the  Cir- 

cumftances 


[    28l    ] 

cumftances  together,  which  from  Experience  I  knew  of 
this  Matter,  I  fell  upon  a  new  Method,  which  I  exe- 
cuted as  wtII  as  projedled,  and  by  the  Means  of  thre^ 
Lamps  of  different  Wicks  which  I  kept  continually 
burning,  under  three  Veflels  of  Water,  the  firft  of  which 
fupply'd  the  fecond,  and  the  fecond  the  third,  with  boilr- 
!ng  Water,  continually,  the  firft  only  being  fill'd  up  as  Oc- 
cafion  required  with  hot  Water,  I  efFedled  the  whole  Pro- 
cefs  to  my  great  Satisfaction,  and,  by  adjufting  the  Time 
to  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Stones,  came  by  degrees  to  an 
unhoped  for  Certainty,  whic]^  foon  furnifhed  me  with 
Emeralds  fuperior.  to  moft  that  had  been  feen  in  Europe,. 

A  s  thefe  Things  took  up  much  Time,  and  required 
almoft  a  continual  Attendance,  I  had  all  the  Leifure  in 
the  World  to  methodize  and  review  my  Papers,  to  per- 
fect my  Obfervations,  to  raife  new  Heads  of  Enquiry, 
and  to  fatisfy  myfelf  as  to  many  Things  about  which 
our  beft  Authors  contradidl  each  other,  or  elfe  pafs  over 
In  Silence,  becaufe  they  wanted  either  the  Will  or  the 
Opportunity  of  being  thoroughly  informed  about  them. 
That  I  might  with  greater  Conveniency  thus  employ  my - 
Time,  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Pere%  the  Papers  relating  to 
Ethiopia^  which  I  had  brought  from  Sue%^  and  he  pref- 
fing  earneftly  to  fee  'em,  I  promifed  to  gratify  his  Curiofity 
as  foon  as  I  could  tranfcribe  and  digeft  'em,  which  afforded 
me  a  fair  Excufe  for  being  much  in  my  own  Apartment, 
where,  at  the  fame  Time,  I  carried  on  this,  and  Bufi- 
nefs  of  greater  Importance. 

B  u  T  as  Diverlity  of  Studies  relieve  each  other,  fo  I 
thought  proper  to  join  to  this  Hiftorical  Treatife  the 
colledting  fuch  Secrets  and  Receipts  as  I  had  received,  ei- 
ther fjrom  my  Friends,  o;  had  tranfcribed  from  Books 
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Unce  my  Arrival  in  Egypt,  I  communicated  alfo  this 
Defign  to  Mr.  Fere%^  and  received  his  kind  AfTiftance 
therein,  he  having  been  no  lefs  affiduous  than  I  in  the 
Search  of  fuch  Curiofities ;  for  Curiofities  they  might 
properly  be  called,  lince  they  ferved  rather  to  amufe, 
than  to  inftrudl,  and  were  rather  ingenious  than  ufeful. 
To  thefe  I  added  his  and  my  own  Obfervations,  as  to 
their  Succefs,  want  of  Succefs,  their  Reafonablenefs,  or 
Improbability  ;  the  Caufes  of  their  failing,  the  moft 
proper  Remedies  for  thofe  Caufes,  and  whatever  elfe 
could  contribute  to  make  a  Colledtion  of  this  Sort  fo  far 
beneficial  as  to  prevent  an  unneceflary  Wafte  of  Time 
in  fruitlefs  Experiments, 

When  thefe  were  finifhed,  I  drew  up  a  fuccindl  De- 
fcription  of  £'^;'/>/,  which  I  thought  might  be  bell  done 
upon  the  Spot,  where  all  that  was  faid  might  fall  under 
the  Eye  of  competent  and  impartial  Judges,  where  Er- 
rors might  be  eafily  redlified.  Deficiencies  properly  fup- 
ply'd,  and  all  Grounds  of  Doubtfulnefs  or  Sufpicion  re- 
moved. This  too,  by  a  fteady  Application,  was  quickly 
perfected,  revifed,  corrected,  and  put  into  its  laft  Drefs. 
It  happened  that  the  Difcourfe  on  the  Ethiopian  Empire, 
?ind  the  Pefcription  of  Egypt ^  were  in  my  Hands  when 
we  left  Cairo  ;  fo  that  thefe  I  have  preferved. 

But  as  to  the  Colledlion  of  Receipts,  and  five  fmall 
Treatifes  on  the  Oriental  Philofophy^  Alchymy^  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion^  fo  far  as  its  T^ruth  is  acknowledged  by  Mo- 
hammedans \  the  Veracity  of  Oriental  Hijlorians^  and  the 
true  Principles  of  the  Religion  of  the  Indians^  I  had  de- 
livered them  to  Mr.  P^r^2;,who  delired  to  tranfcribe  them, 
Vj  which  Means  they  were  loft  to  me.    The  Hijiorical 
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Pieces,  as  they  have  an  intimate  Relation  to  thefe  Me^ 
inoirs^  follow  here  as  in  their  proper  Place, 


A  Relation  of  the  Present  State  of 
ETHIOPIA.     l^Y  ?i  French  SixTgQon, 

1'  T  was  not  Choice,  flov/ing  from  an  avaricious  Deiire 
of  pofleffing  Part  of  thofe  immenfe  Riches  which  the 
Portuguefe  every  where  give  out  to  abound  in  Ethiopiay 
that  drew  me  thither.  I  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  taken 
hy  a  Crew  of  Pirates  in  the  Wejl-hdies^  Part  of  whom^ 
gfter  having  for  feven  Years  committed  incredible  P^ava- 
ges  in  thofe  Parts,  failed  for  the  Red-Sea^  at  the  Perfua- 
iion  of  a  Perfon  who  had  been  Servant  to  the  Governor 
of  Barbadoes^  and  had  heard  it  frequently  faid  at  his  Ma- 
iler's Table,  that  Privateers  in  thofe  Seas  might  eafily 
poflefs  themfekes  of  immenfe  Wealth,  an  Argument  of 
all  others  m^oft  prevalent  with  this  kind  of  People.  '% 

They  were  very  lucky  on  their  firll  coming  on  the 
Coafts  of  Arabia,  but  they  had  not  taken  many  Prizes 
before  they  were  alarmed  with  a  Story  of  an  Arabian 
King's  fitting  out  a  great  Fleet,  on  purpofe  to  take  them. 
This  induced  the  Captain  of  our  Ship,  for  there  were 
three  in  all,  to  ftand  over  to  the  Ethiopian  Shore,  where 
he  put  into  the  Port  of  Arkiko,  and  fent  me,  with  three 
Men  in  the  Boat,  to  defire  Leave  of  the  Governor  to 
-trade  with  the  People. 

We  were  no  fooner  on  fhore  than  we  were  fent 
t0  Prifon^  and  the  Captain,  the  next  Day,  fairly  failed 
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away  without  us,  a  Thing  I  did  not  at  that  Time  much 
regret,  being  heartily  weary  of  living  among  fuch  a 
wicked  Race  of  People.  I  regretted  it  the  lefs,  becaufe 
I  was  immediately  fet  at  Liberty,  and  left  to  do  with 
myfelf  what  I  thought  fit.  The  three  Men  who  came 
on  Shore  with  me  engaged  themfelves  in  the  Turkijh  Ser- 
vice as  Mariners,  and  I  fufFered  myfelf  to  be  perfuaded 
by  fome  Jewijh  Merchants  to  go  with  them  into  Ethio- 
pia^  on  a  Promife  that  they  would  carry  me  the  next 
Year  into  Egypt ^  with  a  Caravan ;  in  which  they  de- 
ceived me,  and  not  contented  therewith,  treated  me  very 
harfhly,  forcing  me  to  exercife  my  Profeffion  as  a  Sur- 
geon, and  taking  to  themfelves  whatever  Prefents  the 
People  fent. 

After  this  Manner  they  dragg'd  me  quite  crofs 
the  Empire  of  Ethiopia^  from  the  Red-Sea  to  the  Sea  of 
Dambeay  which  is  no  other  than  a  very  great  Lake, 
through  which  the  Nile  pafles,  and  lies  in  the  Weft  Part 
of  Ethiopia.  Here  I  got  releafed,  and  was  kindly  en- 
tertained by  many  of  the  People  who  had  been  formerly 
converted  by  the  Portugiiefe  Fathers,  and  do  ftill  retain 
a  great  Veneration  for  them,  and  on  their  Account  for 
all  Catholicks.  I  then  traverfed  this  great  Lake,  and 
turning  next  to  the  South,  entered  the  Kingdom  of  Go- 
jam^  where  in  two  Days  Journey  I  paiTed  from  the  River 
NiU^  where  it  was  large  and  rapid,  and  had  run  at  leaft 
three  hundred  Miles,  to  its  Source,  the  River  forming  the 
Figure  of  an  Italick  0,  the  Top  of  which  is  open,  and 
reprefents  the  near  Approach  of  the  winding  Body  of 
the  River  to  its  Fountains  after  Jo  long  a  Courfe,  where- 
by the  Kingdom  of  Qojam  is  made  a  perfect  Peninfula, 
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the  Ifthmus  contained  between  the  two  Branches  of  the 
Nile  being  not  above  20  Miles  broad. 

I  RESIDED  near  20  Years  at  Azazo,  the  Capital  of  this 
Kingdom,  'till  being  feized  with  a  ftrong  PaiTion  of  re- 
turning into  Europe^  I  travelled  firft  due  Eaft,  to  the  fa- 
mous Fortrefs  of  Amhafel^  and  then  direilly  North  to 
Axumay  which  is  generally  elteemed  the  Capital  of  E^ 
thiopia^  from  whence,  after  three  Years  Stay,  I  found 
Means  to  get  to  Suez^  where  I  wrote  this  Account,  ha- 
ving traverfed  the  greateft  Part  of  that  Country,  which 
makes  fuch  a  Noife  in  Europe^  and  which  is  really  the 
moft  different  in  the  World,  from  what  it  hath  been  re- 
prefented. 

This  Country  is  by  fome  cali'd  the  Higher  Ethiopia^ 
but  I  think  more  commonly  Ahyjfiina^  which  Word  is 
der-ived  from  the  Name  given  to  their  own  Country  in 
their  own  Language,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Empire, 
vi%.  Hahejlo  j  but  whence  that  is  deriv^ed,  or  what  it  fig- 
nifies,  I  know  not ;  and  perhaps  fome  who  affe6l  to 
deal  in  Etymologies,  know  as  little  as  I.  As  to  the  Ex- 
tent of  this  Empire,  it  was  formerly  much  greater  than 
it  now  is,  and  at  prefent  its  Bounds  are  not  eafily  fettled  ; 
however,  I  think  that  in  length,  from  South  to  North, 
it  may  be  near  five  hundred  Miles  in  Extent  ;  and  from 
the  Red-Sea  to  the  Nile,  it  may  be  about  two  hundred. 
As  it  lies  from  8  to  17  Degrees  of  North  Latitude,  it  is 
plainly  in  the  Torrid  Zone,  which  to  me  is  a  Demon- 
ftration  that  the  Moderns  are  not  much  more  exad:  than 
the  Antients  in  their  Sentiments  as  to  the  Effects  of  the 
Nearnefs  or  Dillance  of  the  Sun,  fince  it  is  certain  that 
Ethiopia  is  not  fo  hot  as  Spain ^  but  of  fuch  a  Tempera- 
ture as  in  the  warmeft  Provinces  of  the  Kingdom  I  men- 
tion 
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tion  the  People  feel  in  Spring  ;  on  the  Coaft,  indeed,  it- 
is  exceffive  hot  in  the  Summer  Months,  which  are  the 
fame  as  with  us  in  Europe  -,  but  in  the  inland  Parts  Sum- 
mer and  Winter  are  reverfed,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Win- 
ter commences  in  the  Middle  of  Jj^ne^  and  lafts  to  the 
Middle  of  Septefnber  ;  and  the  Summer  commences  in 
December  and  ends  in  March.  I  am  well  informed,  that 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  Red-Sea^  the  Tables  are  turned 
again,  the  Winter  on  the  Coaft  lads  from  June  to  Sep- 
tember ;  and  in  the  inland  Parts  of  Arabia^  from  Novem- 
ber to  February, 

The  rainy  Seafons  are  indeed  equally  terrible  and 
troublefome  \  for  every  Day,  to  a  Stranger,  appears  the 
laft  in  which  this  World  is  to  fublift,  and  yet  from  three 
o'clock  in  the  Afternoon,  to  Seven,  includes  the  whole 
of  this  amazing  Scene ;  by  that  Time  all  is  over,  and 
the  next  Morning  breaks  with  a  Serenity  the  molt  pleafing 
that  can  be  imagined  3  about  Noon  the  Clouds  gather, 
and  at  Three  Thunder,  Lightning,  and  Rain,  fpread  a 
Terror  and  Confufion  not  to  be  defcribed.  I  have  often, 
thought  from  this,  and  from  a  hundred  other  Circum- 
ftances,  that  Abyffinla  might  be  ftiled  the  Land  of  Con- 
tradictions. At  firft  Sight  this  Expreffion  will  appear 
only  a  Flight  of  Thought,  but  it  is  in  Truth  a  very 
weighty  Obfervation,  fince  it  reconciles  at  once  the  op- 
polite  Accounts  we  have  from  different  Authors. 

A  s  to  the  Fertility  of  this  Country,  who  would  not 
be  led  to  admire  it  when  he  is  told  that  there  are  always 
two,  and  fometimes  three  Harvefts,  and  yet  there  is  no 
Place  on  the  Globe  the  Inhabitants  of  which  are  fo  often 
plagued  with  Famine.  This  arifes  from  various  Caufes. 
Firft,  there  are  but  here  and  there  Spots  of  arable  Land, 
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and  thefc  are  not  very  fertile.  Secondly,  the  Loculis 
often  come  and  deftroy  every  green  Thing  with  a  Fury 
fcarce  to  be  conceived.  Thirdly,  the  Emperor's  Sol- 
diers live  every  v^here  at  free  Quarters,  and  confequent- 
ly  fpread  Want  and  Penury  wherever  they  come.  Fourth- 
ly, the  Lightnings  frequently  deftroy  their  Stores  5  and, 
laftly,  the  Gallas^  and  other  barbarous  People,  harrafs 
the  Frontier  Provinces  continually. 

The  Fruits  of  this  Country  are  very  excellent,  and 
might  be  had  in  great  Plenty  if  their  Conftitution  en- 
couraged the  People  to  cultivate  them  -,  which  it  is  fo  far 
from  doing,  that  one  can  fcarce  conceive  how  they  are 
able  at  all  to  fubfift  themfelves  and  their  Families.  As  to 
all  Sorts  of  Herbs  and  Flowers  that  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Indies^  they  are  found  here ;  and  beiides,  there  are 
alfo  fome  Vulneraries  which  I  believe  are  peculiar  to  this 
Soil.  It  would  require  much  Time,  and  more  Know- 
ledge than  I  am  Mafter  of,  to  defcribe  all  the  Curiolities 
In  this  Country  5  which  I  am  the  lefs  capable  of  doing, 
becaufe  I  had. not  any  Conveniency  of  making  Memo- 
randums  on  the  Spot;  fo  that  I  write  entirely  from  Me- 
mory, with  this  Caution,  however,  that  I  infert  no- 
thing but  what  I  certainly  remember.  Jn  the  Number 
of  thefe  Things  I  reckon  thefe  three.  Firft,  the  Grain 
call'd  Teff^  the  great  Bread  Corn  of  this  Country,  very 
nutritive  and  pleafant,  and  yet  ten  Grains  of  it  are  not 
larger,  taken  together,  than  a  Grain  of  Millet.  The 
Hanfat  Tree,  fomewhat  like  a  Palmetto^  its  Rind  fmooth, 
its  Leaves  beautifully  green,  and  very  thick.  This 
Tree  produces  nothing,  and  yet  is  the  moft  yfeful  and 
defirable  in  the  Country.  Its  Leaves,  when  dry,  rub 
into  a  pleafant  wholefome  M^gl  j  the  Tree  itfeif,  cut 
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down,  fliced  into  convenient  Pieces,  and  boiled  in  Milk^ 
talles  exadly  like  a  Millet  Pudding ;  and  from  its  Root 
there  ftarts  out  numberlefs  young  Sprigs,  which  quickly 
grow  to  a  confiderable  Size*  The  third  Curiolity  is  the 
Herb  Azazo^  the  moft  noble  Alexipharmic  in  the  Uni- 
verfe ;  the  very  Smell  of  it  is  faid  to  benumn  the  moft 
dangerous  Sort  of  Vipers.  A  little  of  the  Powder  taken 
inwardly,  never  fails  to  cure  their  Bites  ;  and  it  is  certain 
that  thofe  who  have  lately  taken  it  pafs  boldly  through 
Places  infefted  by  Serpents,  without  Fear  of  being  bitten, 
the  Effluvia  from  their  Bodies  making  thofe  Creatures 
iick.  Oranges,  Lemons,  Figs  and  Sugar-Canes,  are 
found  in  various  Provinces  of  Abyjfinia, 

Gold,  I  believe  there  is  none  in  the  whole  Empire, 
notwithftanding  what  fo  many  have  boldly  aflerted ; 
what  they  have  comes  to  them  from  the  Well ;  but  as 
for  Iron  and  Lead,  they  have  both  in  Plenty.  On  the 
Coafts  of  the  Red-Sea  they  have  a  Sort  of  Sal  gemma ^ 
or  Rock  Salt,  which  they  cut  out  into  Pieces  like  Bricks, 
and  thefe  are  the  current  Money,  or  rather  Meafure  of 
Exchange  throughout  the  Empire,  but  with  great  Varia- 
tion in  their  Value,  for  on  the  Sea  Coaft  fixty  of  them 
are  equal  to  a  Sequin,  whereas  in  other  Parts  a  Sequin 
will  fetch  but  live,  nay,  but  three.  Mountains  are  very 
frequent,  and  in  fome  Places  there  are  Rocks  Ihoot  up 
like  Pillars,  which  ferve  for  Fortrefles,  and  are  impreg- 
nable in  their  Nature  ;  thefe  are  ftiled  Jmba^s,  There 
are  alfo  Chains  of  Mountains  running  this  Way  and  that, 
affording  very  narrow  Pallages  from  one  Province  to  an- 
other, and  lying  in  fome  Places  fo  as  to  oblige  the  Tra- 
vellers to  pafs  over  them,  which  cannot  be  performed 
but  with  great  Trouble  and  Danger.    Belides  the  Nile* 
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of  which  I  fhall  fpeak  afterwards,  there  are  many  Very 
confiderable  Rivers  in  Jbyijjinia,  fome  of  which  as  the  Ma^ 
leg  fall  into  the  Nile.  Others,  as  the  Lebea^  after  a  long 
Courfe,  roll  into  the  Sea.  And  a  third  Sort  again,  as 
the  Hahohax^  little  inferior  to  the  Niky  after  watering 
for  many  hundred  Miles  a  barren  Country,  roll  at 
laft  into  more  barren  Sands,  and  are  there  drunk  up  and 
loft. 

The  Animals  in  Ethiopia  are  of  all  Sorts,  as  well 
fuch  as  are  found  in  Europe  as  in  Jjia  and  Jfrick^  but 
they  have  efpecially  Plenty  of  three  Kinds.  Firft,  of 
excellent  Horfes.  Secondly,  of  beautiful  and  ferviceable 
Mules.  Thirdly,  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  black  Cat- 
tle, in  which  the  chief  Riches  of  the  People  confift.  As 
to  wild  Beafts,  there  are  too  many  of  them ;  for  I  think 
there  is  fcarce  any  Species  of  which  this  Country  hath 
not  its  Share.  Elephants  there  are  in  vaft  Numbers,  fo 
that  one  fometimes  meets  a  hundred  of  them  in  a  Herd 
on  the  Road ;  yet  have  they  no  Notion  of  taming  them, 
or  of  making  any  other  Ufe  of  them  than  that  of  felling 
their  Teeth.  They  have  Hkewife  Lions  of  various 
Kinds,  fome  very  ftrong  and  high  mettled,  not  lefs  than 
nine,  though  fome  fay  twelve,  Feet  in  Length  :  They 
are  very  terrible  to  the  Sight ;  nor  is  it  to  be  conceived 
with  what  Fright  all  Animals  fly  at  the  firft  hearing  of 
their  Roar.  There  is  likewife  in  this  Country  the  Giraffe 
an  Animal  capable  of  ftriking  with  Wonder  the  moft  in- 
curious Spectator.  It  moft  of  all  refembles  a  Camel  in 
its  Form,  but  vaftly  exceeds  it  in  Size,  lince  it  is  bigger 
than  an  Elephant,  but  its  Limbs  are  very  llender,  and  it 
makes  a  very  odd  Figure. 
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The  Birds  of  Ethiopia  are  very  numerous;  and  he- 
iides  thnfe  common  to  Europe,  and  the  Indies,  there  are 
many  peculiar  to  this  Country,  which  I  think  needlefs  to 
defcribe  5  I  fhall  therefore  content  myfelf  with  obferving, 
that  their  Ducks  are  larger,  fatter,  and  better  tafted  than 
thofe  in  Europe  5  their  Partridges  as  high  tailed  as  ours, 
and  of  the  Size  of  Capons.  River  Fifh  they  have,  but 
not  in  very  great  abundance ;  neither  have  I  feen  any 
that  merit  a  particular  Defcription.  I  come  now  to  fpeak 
of  the  People. 

The  Inhabitants  of  AhyJJinia  are  compofed  of  ChriA 
tians,  Jews,  and  Mohammedans ;  of  thefe  I  think  the 
two.laft  make  a  Third.  The  AhyJJines  themfelves  are 
Chrijiians ;  the  Men  and  Women  are  generally  well 
made,  middle-liz'd  People,  of  a  beautiful  Tawney,  with 
long  curled  Hair,  of  which  they  are  very  careful.  They 
are  without  all  quellion,  in  their  own  Natures,  the  moft 
harmlefs,  docile  People  in  the  World,  pious  to  Excefs, 
and  charitable  to  a  Fault,  whatever  our  MiiTionaries  may 
think  fit  to  fay.  As  to  their  Religion,  it  is  indeed  a  very 
odd  Mixture,  the  Jews,  .Pagans,  Mohammedans,  Chri- 
ftians,  all  circumcife,  either  from  a  Principle  of  Religion, 
or  to  avoid  Reproach.  It  is  certain,  that  before  the  A- 
byjffines  were  converted  to  Chriftianity,  they  were  Jews ; 
and  it  is  as  certain  that  they  ftill  retain  a  Mixture  of  Ju, 
daifm  in  their  Religious  Cuftoms.  As  to  their  heretical. 
Notions,  they  are  chiefly  fuch  as  flow  from  the  Euty- 
chian  Herefy.  Our  Miflionaries  magnify  them  exceflive- 
Vj,  and  yet  they  are  more  folicitous  to  introduce  Sub- 
miflion  to  the  Papal  See,  than  to  fet  them  right  in  any 
other  Point ;  and  yet  a  Man  of  any  ordinary  Under- 
IT'inding  cannot  fail,  on  a  {hQK\  Acquaintance  with  thefe 
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People,  to  difcover  that  this  is  the  kft  Point  to  be  touch- 
ed upon,  as  Experience  hath  fhewn ;  that  continually 
iniifting  upon  it,  hitherto  hath  kept  the  Catholick  Reli- 
gion out  of  Ethiopia^  and  has  even  made  it  odious  there, 
infomuch  that  the  Bulk  of  the  People  would  rather  em- 
brace Mohammedifm, 

The  Jbyjfines  worfhip  God  with  great  Devotion  5 
and  there  are  amongll  them  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Churches, 
that  one  is  always  within  Sight  of  another  ^  and  there 
are  frequently  feveral  within  Sight  of  each  other.  The 
Clergy  are  meek  innocent  People  5  and  all  the  Monks 
labour  with  their  Hands  for  their  Subliftance.  They  faft 
very  rigoroully,  tailing  neither  Meat  nor  Drink  'till  Even- 
ing ;  and  they  give  to  thofe  that  afk  them  whatever  they 
afk ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  Wonder  that  Ethiopia  is  over 
burdened  with  Beggars.  In  Marriage  only  their  Morals 
are  irregular,  inafmuch  as  they  retain  the  Jeivijh  Cullom 
of  divorcing  upon  the  llighteft  Occaficns,  the  Man  and 
Woman  marrying  again  where  they  pleafe.  On  this 
Head  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  a  Hufoand  frequently 
pardons  Adultery,  but  if  his  Wife  fcolds  he  divorces  her 
without  Mercy.  The  Miffionaries,  while  they  were  in 
this  Country,  took  a  great  deal  of  Pains  to  redlify  this 
Abufe ;  and  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  to  the  Honour  of 
the  Portuguefe  Fathers,  that  as  many  of  them  died  Mar- 
tyrs, and  ^as  all  of  them  lived  ConfeiTors,  fo  they  main- 
tained an  Apoftolick  Purity  in  their  Condud,  and  have, 
lince  their  Deaths,  been  reverenced  as  Saints,  notwith- 
llanding  the  Averlion  the  People  have  for  the  Catholick 
Religion,  founded  folely  on  the  Apprehenlions  they  have 
cf  the  Pope's  Supremacy,  which  they  call  a  bare-faced 
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tJfurpation,  inconfiftent  with  their  ecclefiafxical  and  eivii 
Rights.-  ' 

As  to  the  Government  of  Ethiopia,  it  is  as  every 
Thing  in  this  Country  is,  full  of  Contradidions.     The 
Emperor  Hiles  himfelf  King  of  Kings,  boafls  fometimes 
of  numherlels  Provinces  under  his  Subjedion,  aflerts  his 
fole  Property  in  the  Soil  of  Jbyjffinia,  which  is  acknow- 
ledged by  his  Subjeds,  who  are  all  Tenants  at  Will,  and 
are  frequently  difpollefled.     As  there  is  no  Money  in  his 
Dominions,  he-  takes  his  Revenue  in  Kind,   the  tenth 
Cow  every  third  Year,  the  tenth  Piece  of  Cloth  from 
every  Weaver,  and  fo  in  other  Things.     Yet  this  Mo- 
narch is  very  far  from  being  abfolute,  for  the  great  Men 
frequently  prefcribe  Laws  to  him,  and  the  Loyalty  of  his 
Subjeds  hangs  very  loofe  about  them  ;  fo  that  tho'  they 
acknowledge  their  Emperor  for  a  defpotic  Pnnce,  yet  it  is 
with  this  Salvo,  that  when  he  does  not  pleafe  them,  he 
fhall  be  no  longer  their  Emperor.     After  this  Account, 
I  need  fcarce  add  that  the  People  are  very  poor  and  mife- 
rable,  fince  it  is  plain  a  Civil  War  makes  all  People  fo  ; 
and  ten  Years  is  a  long  Truce  in  Ethiopia,    where  in 
Time  of  Peace  the  Nation  are  moft  abjedl  Slaves.  When 
the  Emperor  bellows  a  Government,  a  Herald  proclaims 
at  the  Door  of  the  Tent ;    His  Imperial  Majefty  hath 
beenpleafed  to  makefucha  one  his  Slave,  Ruhr  over  fuch 
a  Province.     And  he  xloes  the  fame  Thing  when  he 
takes  a  Lady  to  his  Wife.     The  Phrafe  then  is ;  His 
Majejly  hath  fnadefuch  a  one  his  Slave  Emprefs,     In  the 
Abyjfinian  Language  a  King  is  caird  Negus,     Their  Mo- 
narch they  ftile  Negus  Negajla,  which  is  as  much  as  to 
fay,  King  of  Kings,     Formerly  the  AbyJJinian  Monarchs 
made  ufe  of  two  Minifters  to  tranfad  all  publick  Affairs, 
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being  thtmfelves  fcarce  ever  feen  by  their  Sub»J€(5ls.  Thefc 
Minifters  were  lliled  Betudets,  and  were  in  fa<5l  Mayors 
of  the  Palace,  or  in  other  Words,  Kings,  while  the 
Emperor,  with  all  his  Titles,  was  but  a  Cypher  \  but 
within  thefe  hundred  Years  the  Emperors  have  conde- 
fcended  to  be  Men,  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  have 
refumed  their  Authority.  The  Prime  Minifter,  when 
there  is  one,  is  ftiled  Raz,  and  his  Office  is  much  the 
fame  with  that  of  the  Vizir  Azem  at  the  Porte,  I  have 
read  in  fome  Portuguefe  Voyages,  that  the  Ethiopian 
Monarchs  live  very  meanly.  This  I  can  difprove,  tho' 
I  never  faw  the  Emperor,  becaufe  his  chief  Lords  are 
very  richly  drelTed  in  Velvet  Jackets,  and  Surtouts  of 
Brocade :  But  I  fhall  readily  agree  that  they  are  the  only 
well-cloath'd  People  in  the  Empire,  The  Governor  of 
a  Province  is  ililed  Xumo,  or  rather  Chiimo,  for  fo  they 
pronounce  it.  And  they  have  abundance  of  other  Offi- 
cers in  the  Nature  of  Intendants  and  Lieutenants  for  the 
King. 

T  H  E  R  E  are  abundance  of  Princes  dependent  on  the 
Abyjftman  Empire,  who,  as  far  as  outward  Marks  of 
Refpeft  will  go,  confefs  this  Dependence,  and  perhaps 
fend  confiderable  Prefents  ;  but  as  for  Obedience,  that's 
not  to  be  expected,  unlefs  fome  Ahyjjlnian  Monarch 
fhould  arife  of  an  enterprizing,  and  at  the  fame  time  of 
a  regular  Genius,  who  after  new  modelling  his  own 
Empire,  fhould  turn  his  Arms  upon  his  Neighbours ;  for 
in  this  Cafe  he  would  undoubtedly  reftore  the  ancient 
Glory  of  the  AhyJJinian  Name,  fince  thefe  People  are 
naturally  good  Soldiers,  brave,  obedient,  patient  of  Fa-^ 
tigue,  and  very  capable  of  Difcipline,  if  they  had  QfE-f 
cers  who  knew  bow  tp  inftru6l  them  3  their  Horfe  are 
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naturally  very  good,  and  might  be  managed  To  as  to  be-^ 
come  the  very  beft  in  the  World,  as  they  have  the  Speed 
of  the  Arabian  Courfers,  and  the  Strength  and  Fiercenefs 
of  our  Horfes  in  Europe.  As  it  is  the  firft  Shock  deter- 
mines a  Battle,  and  tho*  perfonally  the  Jbyjftnes  have  as 
much  Valour  as  any  People  in  the  World,  yet  in  pitched 
Battles  they  are  ealily  defeated  ;  for  if  their  General  be 
kill'd,  if  Artillery  be  brought  to  play  upon  them,  if  they 
are  attacked  in  Flank,  a  Pannick  prefently  takes  them, 
and  they  run  all  away ;  nor  is  it  poflible  to  bring  them 
together  again  by  Promifes  or  Threats.  The  Emperor 
moves  about  with  a  flying  Army,  under  the  Name  of 
Guards,  and  feldom,  if  ever,  refides  any  where  but  in  a 
Camp,  which  is  the  Reafon  that  there  are  no  great 
Towns,  much  lefs  Cities,  in  Ethiopia^  but  Villages  are 
thick  J  in  feme  Places  they  almoft  touch  each  other  ^ 
fo  that  the  whole  Country  is  a  Uraggling  Hamlet. 

Their  Houfes  are  no  better  than  Cabbins,  and  their 
Furniture  a  low  Table,  a  few  Mats,  and  a  Hide  to  ileep 
on.  As  for  Plates  and  Difhes,  none  but  Perfons  of  Dif* 
tinclion  have  any,  and  they  are  a  kind  of  black  earthen 
Ware.  The  ordinary  People  make  a  Sort  of  broad  thin 
Cakes,  which  they  bake  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  leave 
them  very  tough  ;  thefe  they  lay  upon  the  Table,  clap 
their  Meat  upon  them,  alfo  ufe  them  to  wipe  their  Fin- 
gers, after  which  their  Slaves,  or  their  Women,  eat 
them ;  and  in  every  other  Refpeft  they  are  alike  nice, 
that  is,  not  at  all  fo.  The  grand  Dainty  in  Ahyjfinia  is 
raw  Beef,  of  which  they  lay  a  whole  Quarter  upon  the 
Table  hot,  as  it  is  cut  from  the  Creature,  with  a  Bladder 
or  earthen  Cup  full  of  the  Gall ;  this  they  mix  with 
Pepper  and  Salt,  and  dipping  the  Flefh  into  it,  eat  it 
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with  all  the  Greedinefs  of  Tartars,  They  likewife 
make  a  kind  of  Multard  by  mixing  with  Salt  and  Pepper 
the  Chile  which  they  find  in  the  Stomach  of  the  Beall 
when  it  is  kill'd ;  and  this  they  properly  enough  ftile  a 
Rarity,  becaufe  a  Quantity  of  Pepper,  fufficient  to  make 
it,  is  feldom  to  be  had.  Though  it  may  be  concluded 
from  this  Account,  that  the  Abyjfines  live  but  indifferent- 
ly, yet  it  muft  not  be  imagined  that  Strangers  are  in 
Danger  of  wanting  amongft  them  ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  better  provided  for  here  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
Country  in  the  World,  as  w^ell  in  Right  of  the  Laws,  as 
from  the  charitable  Difpofition  of  the  People.  As  foon 
as  a  Traveller  comes  to  any  Village,  he  looks  about  for 
the  bell  and  mod  convenient  Hut  or  Houfe  therein,  into 
which  he  inftantly  enters,  and  is  there  as  much  at  his 
Eafe  as  if  it  were  his  Brother's.  The  Mailer  prefently 
fends  to  his  Neighbours  to  inform  them  that  he  has  a 
Guell,  whereupon  they  bring  him  whatever  may  con- 
tribute to  the  Stranger's  Refrelhment,  and  are  fure  to 
fatisfy  all  his  Demands,  becaufe,  if  he  fhould  complain, 
the  Governor  of  the  Province  would  mul6l  them  in 
twice  as  much  :  However,  there  is  rarely  any  Inilance 
of  Complaints  of  this  Sort,  the  Ahyjjines  having  a  natu- 
ral Generofity,  efpecially  towards  Paliengers. 

I  HAVE  faid  that  this  is  a  Country  of  Contradiclions, 
and  fo  it  is  in  the  Characler  of  its  Inhabitants.  They 
are  naturally  honell,  beneficent,  and  inclined  to  live 
peaceably,  yet  are  they  involved  in  continual  Wars,  ei- 
ther againll  their  Neighbours,  or  amongft  themfelves ; 
Treafon  and  Rebellion  being  as  natural  to  that  Country 
as  Rain  or  Sun-lhine,  and  almoft  as  frequent.  For  this, 
two  Reafons  may  be  alligned.     Firll,   the  Corruption 
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of  their  Grandees,  which  is  as  exceflive  as  in  Europe ; 
all  the  Grandees  being  quite  another  Race  of  People, 
void  of  that  Probity,  Humanity,  and  peaceable  Dif- 
pofition  vifible  in  the  reft  of  the  Nation.  To  be 
fure  it  is  not  the  Air  of  the  Court,  or  their  feeing 
the  Emperor  daily,  that  fo  Ilrangely  changes  thefe 
People,  I  bcheve  rather  it  is  the  Nature  of  the  Life 
they  lead  3  for  being  as  they  are  called  from  all  At- 
tention to  their  private  Affairs,  in  order  to  take  Care 
of  thofe  of  the  Publick,  they  fet  no  Bounds  either  to 
their  Delires,  or  to  their  Expences,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  they  exped  the  Publick  fhould  pay  for  all.  Their 
Hopes  and  Fears  alfo  being  much  ftronger,  and  more 
powerful  than  thofe  of  meaner  Men.  They  engage  in 
Frauds,  Confpiracies,  or  Rebellions,  to  gratify  thefe,  or 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  thofe.  Hence  the  Corruption 
of  the  Great  is  here  as  well  as  elfewhere,  the  prime  Caufe 
of  Diforder  in  the  State.  But  Secondly,  thefe  Grandees, 
by  the  Conftitution  of  the  AhyJJinian  Monarchy  are  poflef- 
fed  of  too  great  an  Authority,  and  alfo  of  too  great  an  In- 
fluence over  thofe  they  govern.  Hence  it  comes  to  pafs, 
that  a  difcontented  Governor  hath  it  frequently  in  his 
Pov/er  to  engage  the  People  in  Support  of  his  private 
Interefts,  by  fpecious  Pretences  of  Zeal  for  the  Publick 
Service,  The  Clergy  alfo,  who  are  about  the  Court, 
loofe  that  Sandity  of  Heart,  and  Purity  of  Manners, 
which  is  the  Ornament  of  their  Order,  and  acquiring  in 
their  ftead  a  fpiritual  Pride,  and  a  boundlefs  Luft  of 
Power.  They  ufe  their  Charaders,  becaufe  facred,  to 
cover  thofe  Crimes  which  are  too  black  for  publick 
View  J  whence  it  happens,  that  the  Ahuna  or  Patriarch 
of  Ethiopia  is  often  at  the  Jiead  of  a  Confpiracy,  and 
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has  fometimes  drawn  together  5  o  or  60,000  Monh  to 
abet  his  perfonal  Quarrel,  under  Colour  of  fupporting 
the  Ahyjfinian  Religion.  Thus  between  the  Priefts, 
who  name  every  Scuffle  for  their  private  Views  a  Con- 
tention pro  Arisy  and  the  Governors,  who  when  they 
are  in  Danger  of  being  removed,  fright  the  People  into 
a  Rebellion  pro  Focis^  the  honefteft  Folks  in  the  World 
yearly  cut  one  anothers  Throats  for  the  Gratification  of 
thofe  who  deferve  to  have  their  own  cut  according  to  Law. 
I  have  been  led  to  thefe  Obfervations  from  the  Re- 
membrance of  one  and  twenty  Rebellions  in  fifteen  Years, 
not  one  of  which  v^as  occafioned  by  any  ill  Condudl  of 
their  Princes,  but  meerly  through  the  Villainy  of  the 
Grandees,  and  the  Ignorance  of  the  common  People. 
This  Account  explains  a  Maxim  in  the  Ahyjfinian  Poli- 
ty, which  can  be  explained  no  other  Way,  I  mean, 
that  fcrapulous  Obftinacy  with  which  they  perfift  in 
fhutting  all  Strangers  out  of  the  Empire.  The  Gran- 
dees know  from  Reafon,  and  from  Experience  of  for- 
mer Times,  when  the  Portuguefe  had  footing  in  this 
Country,  that  the  Abyffinian  Emperors  would  emanci- 
pate themfelves  from  that  Bondage  in  which  they  hold 
them,  if  they  could  have  the  Afliftance  of  any  Foreign 
Prince,  only  fo  far  as  to  fecure  their  Perfons,  v/hich  by 
Reafon  of  the  Artifices  of  their  great  Officers  and  their 
Clergy,  are  never  in  Safety  while  guarded  by  their  own 
Subjeds.  This  Maxim,  either  by  faHe  colouring,  the 
great  ones  deceive  their  Sovereigns  into  a  good  Opinion 
of,  or  elfe  they  adhere  to  it  in  fpight  of  his  Commands, 
which  is  eafily  done  in  a  Country  wdiere  they  have  made 
it  the  firft  Article  of  their  political  Creed  with  the  Peo- 
ple^ ■  in  Virtue  of  that  inveterate  Deiire  which  the  Mif- 
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iionarles  profefled,   of  lubjefling  the  MyJJines  to  the 
Pope^  a  Thing  they  feared  the  more,  the   lefs   they  un- 
derftood  it.     They  might  if  they  pleafed  at   prefent, 
fpare  a  great  part  of  this  Trouble,  lince  I  am  perfuad- 
ed,  that  no  European  who  enters  Ahyjfmia  will  be  very 
defirous  of  Haying  there,  or  of  fending  his  Countrymen 
thither,  lince  it  is  a  Place  where  there  is  very  little  to 
be  got.     The  richelt  Emperors   feldom  pofTefs  half  a 
Million  of  Livres,  and  notwithllanding  all  that  is  poli- 
tively  affirmed  by  our  Authors,  I  am  very  confident 
there  is  no  Gold  in  Abyffinia ;  all  that  the  Emperor  receives 
coming  from  Regions  lying  to  the  South  or  South  Weft, 
farther  into  the   Heart   of  Africa,     I   know   that  the 
AbyJJines  themfelves  do  fometimes  pretend,  that  there 
are  very  rich  Mines  of  Gold  in  their  Country,  but  that 
they  conceal  them  for  fear  of  the  Turks ;  yet  I  am  per- 
fuaded  this  is  falfe ;  for  if  there  were  Gold  Mines  in  their 
Hills,  there  would  be  Gold  Duft  in  their  Rivers,  their 
tempeftuous  Autumns   efpecially    confidered,    and  yet 
there  is  not  5  Iron  and  Lead  indeed  they  have,  but  not 
in  the  Plenty  that  fome  have  reported.     Again,  if  there 
had  been  Gold  Mines  in  Ethiopia^  their  ancient  Empe- 
rors would  have  been  rich ;  and  as  the  Abyjpnes  are  na- 
turally vain,  they  would  furely  have  left  us  fome  Marks 
of  their  Magnificence ;   whereas   there  is  neither  CitjL 
nor  Palace  in  all  Abyffinia,    I  do  indeed  believe,  that  a 
Thoufand  Years  ago  there  might  have  been  Cities  and 
Palaces  both ;  but  then  the  Emperors  had  not  only  thofe 
Countries  I  fpoke  of  under  their  Dominion,  but  a  great 
Part  of  Arabia  alfo,  of  which  they  were  difpoflefled  a 
little  before  the  Birth  of  Mohammed,  as  their  Hiftorians 
fay.    This  ther^lure  proves  nothing  as  to   the  Gold  of 
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Abyfftnia,  and  as  to  the  Afiatic  Ethiopia^  or  of  the  In* 
terior  Ethiopia  in  Jfrick,  I  believe  that  it  abounds  in 
both  Countries,  and  to  them  therefore  the  Europeans 
jnuft  go  who  would  fetch  it,  and  not  into  AbyJJinia, 

As  our  Writers  generally  deceive  us,  in  refpe(5l  to 
the  Riches  of  this  Country,  fo  they  deceive  us  not  lefs 
in  what  they  fay  of  the  Poverty  of  its  Inhabitants, 
taking  that  Word  in  a  moral  Senfe  5  for  the  AbyJJines  are 
fo  far  from  being  llupid  or  indocil,  that  they  are  in 
Truth  a  very  quick  witted  and  tradable  People,  excep- 
ting only  in  fome  Points  which  concern  their  Civil  and 
Religious  Rites,  wherein  they  conceive  it  to  be  the  Inr 
tereft  of  all  Strangers  to  mifliad  them.  As  to  Learn? 
ing,  without  queftion  there  is  not  much  of  it  in  Ahyjfi- 
nidy  yet  are  its  Inhabitants  not  abfolutely  deficient  in 
this  Point.  They  have  a  good  Verlion  of  the  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Tellament  in  their  own  Tongue  j 
a  large  Colledlion  of  the  Works  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
Primitive  'Church,  in  which  it  is  faid  there  are  none  of 
the  Errors  of  the  Eutychians^  or  Nefiorians  -,  a  Modern 
Body  of  Divinity,  which  is  full  of  them ;  feveral  Vo- 
lumes of  the  Lives  of  the  Saints ;  mkny  Treatifes  on 
Monaftic  Life;  feveral  Hiftories  of  Ethiopia,  of  which 
I  faw  two,  one  that  might  have  made  ten  Volumes  in 
Folio,  the  other  about  half  as  big.  The  Pfalfer  of 
David  is  the  Book  moft  common  amongft  them,  and 
many  of  their  MoJiks  can  repeat  forty,  fifty,  nay  a 
hundred  Pfalms.  Their  Books  of  Hiilory  are  written 
in  a  flowery  figurative  Stile,  which  however  is  far 
from  being  inelegant  or  unentertaining.  On  the  con- 
trary, David  Gomezy  who  was  a  kind  of  Engineer  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Dambea^  ftiewed  v0thQ  beginning  of 
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a  Hiltory  which  he  had  tranflatecf  into  Portuguez, 
which  would  have  been  read  with  great  Applaufe  in 
Europe ;  where  if  the  Ethiopian  Writings  are  difliked 
and  difefteemed,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  not  properly 
tranllated;  for  the  figurative  Language  of  one  Country 
ought  not  to  be  rendered  into  the  literal,  but  into  the  fi- 
gurative Language  of  another  Country,  and  read  with 
a  proper  Allowance  for  the  Genius  of  the  People  from 
whofe  Tongue  the  Verfion  is  made.  It  is  very  true, 
that  the  Monks  for  the  Generality  are  very  unlearned  ; 
but  it  is  alfo  true,  that  they  live  very  inofFenfively,  and 
I  am  likewife  certain,  that  fome  of  them  are  well  acr 
quainted  with  all  the  Learning  they  have.  However  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  Grandees,  the  great 
Officers  at  Court,  and  Governors  of  Provinces,  are 
Men  the  beft  verfed  in  Hiftory,  a  Study  in  which 
mod  of  them  very  much  delight,  and  on  this  Account 
they  have  always  about  them  fome  who  addid  them- 
felves  to  this  kind  of  Literature,  and  compofe  Memoirs 
of  what  palTes  in  their  own  Times,  which  they  dedi- 
cate to  their  Patrons. 

In  common  Converfation  the  People  are  very  com- 
placent and  communicative,  nay,  what  is  ftill  more  ex- 
traordinary, the  Inhabitants  of  the  Kingdom  of  Narea^ 
which  lies  the  fartheft  from  the  Red-Sea^  and  confe- 
quently  from  all  Correfpondence  with  our  part  of  the 
World,  are  by  far  the  moll  polite  People  in  AhyJJinia ; 
nay  the  very  Refpedl  paid  by  their  King  to  the  Empe- 
ror, is  the  pure  Effect  of  Politenefs,  fince  the  Ahyjjinian 
Monarch  is  in  no  Condition  of  exadling  fuch  Marks  of 
Homage,  if  the  King  of  Narea  fliould  refufe  them.  A- 
hyjfinia  is  not  only  vexed  by  very  potent  and  cruel 
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Neighbours,  differing  from  its  Inhabitants  in  Religion, 
but  there  are  alfo  in  its  Bowels  many  Colonies  of  thefe 
their  Adverfaries,  who  give  them  not  a  Grain  the  lefs 
Trouble  for  being  their  near  Neighbours.  Of  thefe  I 
fhall  fpeak  in  their  Order.  Firft  then,  the  Moors  or 
Mohammedans  are  poflefled  of  almolt  all  the  Eajl  Coaft 
of  Abyjfiniay  for  the  King  of  Dancali,  and  the  King  of 
Jdel,  with  all  their  Subjeds,  are  Mohammedans ;  and  on 
the  W^Ji  Side,  the  King  of  Sennar^  and  the  People  on 
the  other  Side  of  the  River  MeleCy  are  moft  of  them  Mo- 
hammedans  alfo.  Formerly  the  Moors  from  Adel  came 
in  like  a  Torrent,  and  conquered  a  great  part  of  Ahyf- 
finia ;  but  they  were  quickly  driven  out  again,  as  in- 
deed moft  of  its  Conquerors  have  been  ;  for  as  foon  as 
the  JbyJJines  perceive  that  they  are  not  able  to  meet  their 
Enemies  in  the  Field,  they  retire  to  their  Ami  as  ^  or  in- 
acceilible  Mountains,  and  leave  the  Conquerors  to  burn 
and  plunder  as  they  think  fit.  Then  as  foon  as  it  is 
perceived  that  their  Martial  Ardour  is  abated,  that  they 
are  exceflTvely  fatigued  and  over  loaden  with  Prey,  the 
AbyJJines  begin  to  affemble,  and  falling  upon  them  from 
all  Quarters,  oblige  them  at  leaft  to  quit  their  Country, 
if  not  to  leave  their  Booty  behind  them. 

Such  of  the  Moors  as  are  fettled  in  AbyJJinia^  are  an 
induftrious  harmlefs  People,  and  feem  better  difpofed  to 
cultivate  the  Earth,  and  to  improve  the  Places  where 
they  dwell  than  the  AbyJJines,  As  for  the  Jews  I  am  at 
a  Lofs  what  to  fay  of  them  ;  for  if  we  confider  the  fe- 
veral  forts  of  them  who  live  in  and  round  Abyjftma^ 
and  the  Cuftom  of  the  Abyjfines  themfelves,  to  obferve 
the  Sabbath  ftridly,  to  circumcife  on  the  eighth  Day,  to 
ufe  the  Levitical  Purifications,  to  abftain  from  forbidden 
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Meats,  to  fend  away  their  Wives  on  every  flight  Occai- 
iion  with  a  Bill  of  Divorce,  and  to  boaft  as  they  do^ 
that  their  Monarch  is  the  Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah ; 
I  fay  when  one  confiders  all  this,  one  might  be  tempted 
to  fay  they  are  all  Jews.  But  to  avoid  giving  Offence, 
after  feperating  the  Abyjfines^  who  are  a  kind  of  Chri- 
itian  Jews^  the  remainder  may  be  divided  into  JewSj 
properly  fo  called,  and  into  thofe  who  are  Jews  only 
by  Defcent.  Of  the  firft  there  are  great  Numbers  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Dambea  -,  thefe  were  formerly  very 
troublefome,pretending  to  live  in  an  independent  manner, 
without  yielding  eitherTribute  or  Submiflion  to  the  yfbyj^ 
finian  Emperors.  Thefe  Princes  for  a  Time  wink'd  at 
this,  till  an  Opportunity  ferv'd  for  reducing  them, 
againft  which,  tho'  to  no  Purpofe,  the  Jews  made  a 
vigorous  Refinance.  Since  then,  many  of  them  are 
turned  Chriftians,  and  incorporated  with  the  AbyJJines ; 
but  the  remainder  of  them  now  very  numerous,  are  the 
moll  induftrious  Mechanics  and  Traders  in  the  Jbyffi' 
nian  Empire.  On  the  very  Borders  of  this  Country, 
on  the  other  Side  of  the  Kile^  and  among  the  barbarous 
People,  there  are  many  independent  Colonies  of  Jews^ 
of  whofe  Government  and  manner  of  living  very  little 
Account  can  be  given,  except  that  they  have  the  Scrip- 
tures of  the  old  Teftament  in  Hebrew^  fpeak  themfelves 
that  Language  corruptly,  and  moll  bitterly  hate  the  Chri- 
ftians. 

As  to  thofe  who  are  Jews  only  by  Defcent,  they 
are  the  famous  Nation  of  the  Gaus^  Gallas  or  Chalks^ 
which  lall  I  take  to  be  their  true  Name,  at  leall  fo 
themfelves  pronounce  it.  It  fignifies  white  Men,  and 
yet  thefe  People  are  black.     However  that  they  were 

once  white  is  plain  enough,  for  they  have  moll  of 
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them  Roman  Nofes,  thin  Lips,  and  comely  Features, 
They  are  tall,  robuft,  v/ell  limb'd  Men,  very  brave, 
but  v^ithal  very  cruel,  and  moft  abominable  Thieves. 
It  is  not  above  an  hundred  Years  that  they  have 
vexed  the  Jbyjfinian  Empire,  or  indeed  that  they  v/ere 
ever  heard  of  there  ;  but  in  all  probability  it  will  be  at 
leall  another  hundred  Years  before  the  AhyJJinians  get 
fairly  rid  of  them,  for  they  are  now  fettled  up  and  down 
all  the  Weil  Borders  of  the  Empire.  They  live  like 
the  ancient  Patriarchs,  on  the  Produd  of  their  Herds 
and  Flocks,  never  cultivating  any  Land,  or  Building 
any  Thing  more  than  Cabbins  to  cover  them  from  the 
Weather.  They  worfliip  one  God,  circumcife,  and 
Vehemently  abhor  Idolatry  ;  but  as  for  any  other  religi- 
ous Tenets,  it  does  not  appear  what  they  hold.  When 
their  Children  are  young,  their  Fathers  regard  them  no 
more  than  Dogs ;  but  when  they  are  grown  big  enough 
to  hunt,  and  to  fight,  then  they  treat  them  with  all 
imaginable  Kindnefs  and  AfFeclion.  Thefe  People  are 
moll  juftly  accounted  the  moll  dangerous  Enemies  in  the 
World  i  in  ofFenfive  Wars  they  are  generally  Vidlorious, 
and  when  they  aft  on  the  difFenlive  are  always  fo. 
When  they  fight  they  either  conquer  or  die  ;  when 
they  are  attacked  by  a  fuperior  Force,  they  drive  away 
their  Cattel,  and  retire  fo  quick,  that  their  Purfuers  are 
quickly  involved  in  their  inhofpitable  Country,  where 
there  is  neither  Houfe,  plow'd  Field,  or  any  Thing 
which  can  furnifh  Subfillance ;  fo  that  there  is  a  Ne- 
ceffity  of  retiring  Re  infe£fa ;  and  it  is  well  if  thefe 
People  do  not  incommode  their  Retreat,  Their  Armies 
are  compofed  of  Horfe  and  Foot,  the  former  are  the 
more  numerous,  but  the  latter  are  the  better  Troops, 

They 


[    3^4  ] 

They  are  divided  into  feveral  Tribes,  fonie  fay  (ewchi 
others  nine  ;  but  I  believe  that  Point  to  be  uncertain ; 
they  are  governed  by  a  lingle  Magiltrate,  whom  they 
Itile  Li/fo,  he  has  the  Authority  of  a  hmited  Monarch, 
acting  nothing  but  by  the  Confent  of  his  Council.  In 
Point  of  Promifes,  Treaties,  or  Agreements,  thefe  Peo- 
ple are  the  mofl  punctual  in  the  World ;  vi'hen  they 
make  any  it  is  with  a  great  deal  of  Pomp  and  Ceremony, 
and  they  are  never  known  to  break  them,  or  to  deceive 
thofe  who  truft  them.  Such  of  their  Children  as  have 
been  left  in  Abyffinia  in  their  fudden  Retreats,  and  have 
been  bred  up  there,  prove  ftrong^  indultrious,  and  beau- 
tiful Perfons,  and  when  thorougly  inftruded  in  the 
Chriftian  Religion,  are  wonderfully  pious,  and  much 
more  conftant  than  the  Ahyjftnes^  readily  braving  Death, 
rather  than  abjure  their  Faith.  About  the  Year  1648, 
thefe  People  broke  at  once  in  fix  or  feven  Places  into 
Ahyjfinia^  ravaging  from  South  to  North,  and  from 
Well  to  Eaft,  killing  and  dellroying  without  Mercy  all 
that  came  in  their  Way,  prefuming  fo  far,  as  to  inveft 
the  Turkijh  Fortrefs  over-againft  the  Ifle  of  Suakem ; 
but  fome  Pieces  of  Cannon  being  difcharged  upon  them, 
they  retired  from  thence,  and  in  about  nine  Months 
Space  withdrew  into  their  old  Quarters.  Since  then  they 
have  made  two  other  great  Irruptions,  and  are  conti- 
nually making  fmall  Incuriions ;  but  in  thefe  they  are 
content  to  plunder  without  doing  any  Body  any  Hurt> 
unlefs  they  find  them  with  Arms  in  their  Hands. 
While  I  wandered  about  in  this  Country,  my  Profef- 
fion  made  me  everv  where  welcome  ;  and  if  the  Inha- 
bitants  had  been  rich,  I  fhould  doubtlefs  have  brought 
fomething  confiderable  frgm  thence,  A$  it  was,  I  collec- 
ted 


ted  in  AbyJJinia^  chiefly  in  the  South  Weft  Parts,  eleven 
Ounces  of  Gold  in  Grains,  three  Topazes,  one  Eme- 
rald, and  five  greenifh  colour'd  Stones  tranfparent,  hard, 
and  beautiful ;  but  what  they  are  call'd  I  know  not. 
Here  ends  this  Relation,  excepting  what  the  Author  fays 
of  the  River  of  Nile^  which  I  have  inferted  in  another 
Place,  for  the  Sake  of  uniting  my  own  Obfervations 
with  his,  that  the  Hiftory  of  that  noble  River  might  not 
be  broken  or  interrupted. 
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A  Description  of  EGTTT^  SCc* 

THE  ordinary  Cuftom  of  Travellers  in  mixing 
their  Geographical,  Philofophical,  and  Hiilorical 
Remarks  on  Countries  with  the  Thread  of  their  Narra- 
tives, having  often  given  mc  a  great  deal  of  Trouble 
in  the  perufual  of  their  Works,  I  therefore  determined 
to  eflay  another  Method,  which  in  Idea,  at  leaft,  fecm'd 
more  diftind  and  intelligible ;  and  this  gave  Birth  to  tha 
enfuing  Pidlure  of  the  Country  of  Egypt ^  its  Produce 
and  Inhabitants,  wherein  I  have  ftudied  to  digeft  Things 
as  naturally  as  I  could,  that  their  Connection  might 
render  them  reciprocally  clear,  and  the  whole  appear  a 
Body  of  tollerable  Symmetry,  and  not  with  fuch  Ricket- 
ty  and  unproportionable  Limbs  as  I  have  fometimes  feen 
in  Things  of  this  Nature. 

E  G  YP  T  then  is  in  Scripture  called  either  Mizra^ 
im^  or  the  Land  of  Cham,    The  Coptic  or  natural  In- 
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habitants  of  the  Country  call  it  Mcijfr  or  Chemi^  thcf 
Turks  Mijj'ar,  Thefe  are  all  in  Effect  one  Name,  and 
ieem  an  evident  Demonllration  of  the  Veracity  of  the 
Mofaic  Writings.  As  to  the  Name  of  Egypt ^  which  with 
fome  difference  in  the  Orthography,  is  the  Appellation 
this  Country  is  known  hy  in  our  Weftern  parts,  it  is 
derived  from  the  Story  or  Fable  of  the  Greeks  concern- 
ing Egyptzis.  '  But  to  pafs  from  Names  to  Things. 

E  G  TP  T  ftretches  itfelf  from  the  22  deg.  to  the 
3 1  deg.  of  North  Latitude,  being  bounded  on  the  Eaft' 
by  the  I/Ihmus  of  Suez,  a  mountainous  Country,  which 
divides  it  from  that  part  of  Arabia  lying  between  it  and 
Judea.  I  fay,  it  is  bounded  on  this  Side  by  thefe  Moun- 
tains, and  by  the  Red-Sea,  which  wafhes  all  its  Coaft 
up  to  its  Southern  Boundaries,  which  are  the  frontier 
Kingdoms  of  the  Jbyjftnian  Empire,  viz.  Fungi  and 
Sennaar ;  on  the  Weft  it  hath  the  great  Defarts  of  A- 
frick,  to  which  I  chufe  to  give  no  Name  5  becaufe  the 
Names  we  give  ferve  only  to  confound  us.  On  the 
North  it  hath  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  we  may  fafe- 
ly  affirm,  that  there  is  not  a  Country  in  the  Univerfe 
better  fituate  for  Defence  than  this. 

Many  Authors  affirm,  that  the  Letter  Y  affords  an 
eafy  and  accurate  Notion  of  the  Form  of  Egypt,  At 
one  Point  they  place  the  City  of  Rofetta,  the  City  of 
Damietta  at  the  other.  Grand  Cairo  at  the  Jundion 
of  thefe  Limbs  with  the  Body  of  the  letter,  and  the 
Cataracts  of  the  MZ?  at  the  Foot  of  it.  To  me  thefe 
Notions  feem  trivial  and  puerile,  and  much  more  capa- 
ble of  doing  Hurt  than  Good.  I  grant  that  this  De- 
fcription  fuits  the  Nile  well  enough  ;  but  I  deny  that  it 
gives  any  tolerable  Account  of  Egypt^  becaufe  the  City 
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oF  Alexandria  lies  a  great  Way  on  one  Side  of  the  f,  as 
the  I/ihmus  of  Suez  does  on  the  other.  A  Chain  of 
Mountains  run  from  South  to  North,  on  the  Eaft  Side 
of  the  Nile^  and  another  Chain  of  Mountains  run  from 
South  to  North,  on  the  Weft.  At  Cairo  thefe  Moun- 
tains open  and  turn  off  with  the  two  great  Branches  of 
the  River ;  thofe  on  the  Eaft  remain  ftill  high  and  ardu- 
ous Mountains ;  but  thofe  on  the  Weft  dwindle  into 
iandy  Hillocks,  and  form  a  kind  of  Downs.  The  Plain 
included  between  thefe  Ridges,  the  middle  of  which  is 
occupied  by  the  Niky  is  in  fome  Places  very  narrow, 
in  others  as  in  the  Province  of  Fium  of  conliderable 
Breadth  j  but  it  is  every  where  fertile,  and  well  cultiva- 
ted. The  Mountains  on  the  Weft  are  the  Boundaries  of 
Egypty  and  have  Defarts  behind  them,  but  the  Moun- 
tains of  the  Eaft  are  not  fo,  they  have  behind  them  a 
Plain  for  the  moft  part  fandy  and  uninhabitable,  reaching 
to  the  Coaft  of  the  Red-Sea. 

This  Defcription  feems  to  have  little  Affinity  with 
thofe  magnificent  ones,  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  an- 
cient Authors  j  but  this  I  cannot  help,  I  am  bound  to 
fpeak  Truth,  yet  I  cannot  avoid  owning,  that  I  think 
they  fpoke  Truth  too.  For  tho'  it  is  certain  that  there 
is  fcarce  any  Proportion  between  the  Number  of  People 
which  are  now  in  Egypty  and  the  Number  reported  to 
have  dwelt  there  formerly,  yet  it  is  as  certain,  that  there 
is  as  great  a  Difproportion  betw^een  the  Number  of  Peo- 
ple in  other  Parts  of  the  Grand  Seignior's  Dominions, 
and  thofe  that  are  here  ftill.  For  my  own  Part,  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,  that  a  very  great  Proportion  of  that 
Part  of  Egypt  which  is  now  uninhabitable,  was  former- 
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\y  not  only  fprinkled  with  Cities,  but  very  fruitful  and 
pleafant. 

All  this  was  occafioned  by  the  Induftry  of  the*an- 
cicnt  Inhabitants,  and  the  Wifdom  of  their  Kings,  as 
the  prefent  deplorable  State  of  thefe  Places  are  the  Re- 
fult  of  the  Lazinefs  of  the  People,  and  the  Folly  of 
their  Governors.  A  pleafant  Land  maketh  he  barren  for 
the  JFickednefs  of  thofe  who  dwell  therein^  faith  the  in- 
fpired  Writer,  and  this  is  jull  as  true  as  that  God  made 
the  World.  In  another  Place  it  is  faid,  that  God  gives 
Kings  in  his  Wrath ^  and  Governors  in  his  fore  Difpleafure, 
Here  is  an  exaifl  Account  of  what  happens  to  all 
Countries,  and  what  mud  happen  to  all.  A  religious 
and  virtuous  People,  have  religious  and  virtuous  Princes, 
thefe  contrive  good  Things,  and  execute  them  with 
Spirit;  a  vicious  and  degenerate  People  have  Kings 
given  them  in  Wrath,  and  they  depopulate  the  Coun- 
try, and  make  War  on  Nature;  this  makes  the  Dif- 
ference between  the  ancient  and  modern  Egypty  as  it 
alfo  does  between  Switzerland,  and  the  Campania  di 
Roma, 

The  Air  of  Egypt ^  according  to  fome  Writers,  is 
the  moft  foul  and  unwholefome  in  the  World,  in  the 
Judgment  of  others,  the  moft  ferene  and  falubrious. 
For  my- own  Part,  I  think  them  both  in  the  Right, 
and  both  in  the  wrong,  as  I  fhall  {hew  by  ftating  this 
Matter  truly.  November,  December^  and  January  arc 
the  Winter  Months,  wherein  the  Franks  and  the  Turks 
wear  Garments  lined  with  Furs,  believing  the  Weather 
to  be  very  cold  ;  in  fadl  however  it  is  not  fo,  but  the 
Difpofition  of  their  Bodies  makes  them  have  very  quick 
Senfation,  aa.I  eafily  difcQrned  by  rayfelf.    I  arrived  in 
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the  Winter,  and  thought  the  Weather  very  moderate  j 
but  the  next  Winter  I  felt  it  very  cold,  and  yet  by  my 
Glafs  it  appeared  that  the  former  Winter  had  been  cold- 
er. To  the  Winter  fucceeds  a  Spring  of  about  fix 
Weeks,  v^^hich  is  very  pleafant.  About  the  Verfjal  E^ 
quinox  the  South  Winds  begin  to  bbw,  and  they  blov/ 
more  or  lefs  till  the  Sun  reaches  the  Tropic  of  Cancer. 
The  Arabians  call  thefe  Winds  Chamfin^  i.  e.  of  Cam- 
byfes ;  becaufe  it  was  by  thefe  Winds  that  his  Army  pe- 
rifhed  in  their  Ethiopian  Expedition;  then  it  is  that 
Egyptian  Air  is  unwholefome.  Thefe  Winds  blow 
fometimes  three,  four,  or  five  Days  together,  and  then 
for  a  Day  or  two  there  is  a  Breeze  from  the  North  ; 
fometimes  they  blow  for  nine,  ten,  eleven,  or  twelve 
Days,  and  then  the  Air  is  pelliferous,  and  Multitudes 
die  of  an  Hour's  Sicknefs.  All  this  however  is  uncer- 
tain, forfome  Years  they  do  very  little  Mifchief,  and 
in  other  Years  again  they  do  a  great  deal,  This  only 
is  certain,  that  they  begin  to  blow  about  the  Equinox, 
and  that  they  ceafe  blowing  on  the  rifing  of  the  Nile^ 
viz.  17th  of  June,  Immediately  after  this,  the  North 
and  Weft  Winds  blow  conftantly  Night  and  Day,  and 
fo  temper  the  Heat  of  the  Climate,  that  it  is  far  from 
being  either  intemperate  or  unwholefome.  This  pleafant 
Seafon  of  the  Year  continues  from  the  middle  of  June 
till  towards  the  End  of  Septemher^  during  which  Space 
the  Country  being  overflov/n,  the  Inhabitants  give 
themfelves  up  wholly  to  Pleafure,  to  which  indeed 
they  are  always  prone. 

That  Egypt  on  the  whole  is  far  from  being  un- 
wholefome, appears  from  the  Temper  of  the  Natives, 
from  their  enjoying  almoft  ^  conftant  State  of  Health, 
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unlefs  interrupted  by  fome  exterior  Accident,  or  fomp 
wrong  Management  of  their  own,  and  by  their  Longa- 
vity^  there  being  in  this  Country  Numbers  upwards  of 
fourfcore,  fo  robuft  in  their  Conltitutions,  as  not  only 
to  ufe  Women,  but  to  beget  Children,  The  Soil  of 
Egypt  as  it  lies  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  North  Climate 
ought  to  be  fertile,  yet  I  think  that  properly  fpeaking, 
it  is  not  fo,  but  rather  quite  the  contrary,  as  abound- 
ing with  Salt  and  Nitre,  and  in  fome  Places  mixt  with 
Sand.  But  the  Mud  left  by  the  Nih  covering  an4 
mixing  with  thefe,  produces  a  Soil  fruitful  to  a  Miracle, 
But  where  the  Nile  comes  not  thefe  Advantages  are 
wanting,  and  the  Soil  is  perfedly  barren,  but  not  ufe- 
lefs,  as  we  fliall  fee  hereafter.  They  dig  various  Clays^ 
fit  for  different  Purpofes,  fonie  are  of  the  Nature  of 
Fuller's  Earth,  fome  ferve  to  cleanfe,  to  flrengthen,  and 
to  give  a  bright  yellow  Colour  to  the  Ladies  Hair,  fomq 
are  medicinal,  and  in  that  Refpedl  of  great  Value  \  but 
moll  of  them  are  fit  for  making  earthern  Ware,  efpe- 
cially  for  Water  Jars,  which  for  cooling  and  clearing 
the  Liquid  contained  in  them,  excell  all  the  Earthen 
Ware  in  the  World.  Near  the  Burgh  of  Chajaghut  \v\ 
the  upper  Egypt^  they  dig  a  Clay  of  a  pale  Pink  Co- 
lour, of  which  they  make  all  forts  of  Veflels,  and  of  a 
very  high  Price,  on  Account  not  only  of  their  Beauty, 
but  of  their  odoriferous  Smel],  which  they  never  loofe. 
A  s  to  the  other  Commodities  refulting  from  the  Soil 
of  Egypt^  we  will  divide  them  into  fuch  as  are  found 
thereon,  fuch  as  grow  therein,  and  fuch  as  are  produ- 
ced thereby.  Of  the  firft  the  principal  are  Salt  and 
Nitre.  As  to  the  Salt  of  Egypt,  it  is  without  all  Com- 
parifon  the  beft  in  the  Univerfe^  the  Reafon  oi  which  | 
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take  to  be,  that  it  is  ftridly  fpeaking,  the  Manufa6lure 
of  Nature.  After  the  recefs  of  the  Nile  it  is  found 
fpread  upon  the  Earth  like  a  white  Sheet,  in  fuch  quan- 
tities, that  it  bears  a  fmall  Price,  neither  do  they  hinder  any 
Body  from  gathering  what  may  fuiBce  for  his  own  Ufe. 
It  is  white  as  Snow,  hard  as  Sand,  peculiarly  fine  in  its 
Tafte,  which  is  limply  pungent  without  any  bitternefs. 
NitrSy  which  the  Jrabs  call  Natron^  is  not  fo  eafily 
had,  neither  is  it  taken  out  of  the  Earth  in  all  Parts  of 
Egypt,  An  Arabian  Prince  who  relides  at  Laux^  and 
who  hath  three  hundred  and  fixty  Hamlets  or  Villages 
under  his  Dominion,  employs  conllantly  fifty  Camels 
in  carrying  Nitre  to  Cairo,  It  is  thought  that  he  fells 
annually  as  much  as  comes  to  100,000  Sequins.  There 
are  two  forts  of  Nitre^  the  one  of  Rofe  Colour,  very 
hard  and  weighty,  this  they  call  Sultani^  the  other 
White  and  light,  and  lefs  valued,  called  La  Sultani.  Sal 
ammoniacum^  or  as  we  call  it  Sal  Armoniac^  is  alfo  made 
in  Egypt  with  great  Facility,  and  to  the  great  Profit  of 
fuch  as  deal  in  it, 

A  s  to  the  Riches  which  are  found  in  the  Heart  of  the 
Soil,  we  muft  reckon  among  them  that  vail  abundance  of 
Marble  which  is  met  with  in  upper  Egypt ^  an  exadl  De- 
fcription  of  the  feveral  Sorts  whereof  would  take  up  a  Vo» 
lumei  I  Ihall  content  myfelf  with  faying,  that  there  are 
Mines  of  an  Onyx  Colour,  the  Stones  dug  out  of  which 
are  nearly  tranfparent ;  there  are  others  of  a  Honey 
Colour,  wonderfully  bright  and  fhining  ;  alfo  a  fort  of 
green  Marble  regularly  fprinkled  with  Blood-red  Spots  \ 
Porphyry  in  abundance,  and  in  the  extreme  Parts  of  E^ 
gypt  towards  Ethiopia^  a  hard,  red,  ll:iining  Stone,  with 
goUen  Streaks  ar.d  Spots.    As  to  precious  Stones  I  have 
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already  faid  enough  concerning  Emeralds ;  and  befidcs 
thefe  there  are  Chryfolites,  Heliotropes,  Jafps,  and  I 
have  been  told  Topazes ;  but  I  cannot  affirm  it.  There 
h  alfo  a  blue  Stone  of  great  Beauty,  which  differs  from 
the  Turquoife  as  well  as  from  the  Saphire,  being  opaque 
like  the  former,  but  in  Colour  inclining  to  the  latter, 
curioufly  fprinkled  as  it  were  with  Grains  of  Gold.  Ea- 
gle Stones  are  alfo  found  here  very  commonly.  Vitriol, 
Allom,  and  Lapis  Calaminaris  are  found  there  in  abun- 
dance ;  all  excellent  in  their  Kind. 

T  o  fpeak  of  all  the  Plants  of  Egypt ^  would  require 
more  Time  and  Experience  than  any  Traveller,  who  did 
not  go  thither  for  that  purpofe,  can  bellow  5  Ifhall  content 
my  felf  therefore  with  touching  on  a  few  Curiofities  that 
feldom  efcape  the  Knowledge  and  Admiration  of  intel- 
ligent Enquirers.  There  grows  in  Egypt  2i  kind  of  Nigh t- 
fhade  call'd  by  the  Inhabitants  Dtatura.  The  Bloflbm 
of  this  Plant  is  fweet-fcented,  and  it  produces  a  round 
Fruit  enclofed  in  a  prickly  Shell,  the  Core  of  which  Fruit 
is  full  of  yellow  Seeds.  I  do  not  know  any  Good  that 
can  be  done  either  with  the  Fruit  or  Flowers,  but  with 
the  Seeds  they  do  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief,  for  grinding 
them  when  dry,  they  make  a  Powder  or  Meal,  which 
without  calling  Men  into  a  Sleep,  or  apparent  Heavinefs, 
diforders,  or  rather  locks  up  the  Senfes.  Thieves  mix  it 
up  in  Bread,  and  travelling  in  a  Caravan,  find  Means  to 
flip  it  upon  fome  of  their  Companions,  from  whom,  an 
Hour  after  they  have  eaten  thereof,  they  take  what  they 
pleafe,  the  Men  being  fenfelefs,  and  make  the  bell  of 
their  Way.  There  is  an  Herb,  call'd  Culcas  by  the 
Arabs ^  by  us  Colocafta,  mightily  elleem'd  by  the  Inha- 
l)itants  who  eat  it  raw  and  boiled ;  it  is  of  a  windy  flatu- 
lent 
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lent  Nature,  but  is  a  ftrong  Provocative,  and  therefore 
thefe  People  exceedingly  delight  in  it.  The  Papyrus 
grows  in  the  Nile^  having  a  ftrong  Root,  and  many 
Itrait  Stalks,  very  high  above  the  Water  j  its  Leaves  are 
triangular,  and  pretty  thick  in  the  middle.  This  was, 
heretofore,  the  all-ufeful  Plant,  now  of  no  Ufe  at  all. 
The  Native  call  Cucumbers,  Chate  ^  and  Egypt  may  be 
properly  ftiled  their  Country,  for  they  grow  there  to  an 
exceffive  Bignefs,  are  almoft  tranfparent,  but  at  the  fame 
time  their  Juices  fo  thoroughly  conceded  by  the  Sun, 
that  they  are  at  once  much  pleafanter  than  our  Cucum- 
bers, and  perfedlly  innocent ;  fo  that  they  are  eaten  in 
Fevers.  In  the  Neighbourhood  of  Alexandria  there 
grow  in  great  Plenty  a  kind  of  Trees  call'd  Dachd,  or 
Dadel^  peculiar  to  this  Country  ;  and  which  though  they 
feldorr^  fhoot  high,  bear  a  very  large  Fruit.  There  is 
no  Part  of  this  Tree  which  is  not  of  Ufe  3  the  Stock  or 
Body  of  it  is  cut  into  found  Timber  3  its  Boughs  are 
turned  into  all  Sorts  of  Wooden  Ware  ;  with  its  Leaves 
they  wrap  up  Things ;  of  its  Bark  they  make  Packthread, 
and  a  Sort  of  Ropes ;  and  its  Fruit  hath  a  wonderful 
rich  fine  Talle.  As  to  Grain  and  Pulfe,  they  have  all 
Sorts  in  great  Plenty,  and  excellent,  efpecially  Wheat  and 
wild  Rice,  with  this  peculiar  Advantage,  that  they  are 
never  at  the  Trouble  of  plowing  or  of  weeding  -,  they 
only  fcatter  the  Seed  in  the  Mud,  then  draw  a  wooden 
Harrow  over  it,  and  fo  let  it  reft  till  Harveft. 

A  s  to  the  Birds  of  Egypt ^  they  have  moft  of  the  forts 
which  are  common  in  Europe,  as  well  as  many  that  we 
have  not ;  Quails  in  fuch  abundance,  that  the  Country-* 
People  take  them  with  their  Hands,  but  then  their  Flefji 
is  black,  hard,  and  ill-tafted.     The  Merchants  at  Jlex* 
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fitidria  buy  them  alive,  feed  them  in  Coops,  and  there- 
by remove  that  offenfive  Bitternefs  v^^hich  they  have  from 
their  wild  Food.  Turtles  alfo  abound  here,  and  build 
about  their  Houfes.  They  have  alfo  very  good  Pidgeons, 
and  in  great  Plenty  ;  Sv^allows  of  tv^^o  Sorts,  which  I 
think  very  remarkable,  one,  which  is  exadly  like  ours, 
and  a  Bird  of  Pallage  ;  the  other,  of  a  darker  Colour* 
and  without  any  Mixture  of  white,  which  flays  in  Egypt 
the  whole  Year.  Gcefe  and  Swans  are  frequently  feen 
fwimming  in  the  Branches  of  the  Nile,  Storks  and 
Cranes  are  common  3  and  many  of  the  great  Men  keep 
of  the  former  tame.  Hawks  there  are  excellent  in  their 
Kind,  and  which  formerly  were  fold  into  Europe  at 
great  Prices  ;  as  alfo  Kites,  which  the  Arabs  and  Moors 
know  how  to  tame,  and  to  make  ufe  of  in  Fowling.  In 
the  Defarts,  towards  Suez^  there  are  Ollriches,  but  it  is 
thought  that  they  are  not  Natives  of  Egypt^  but  In- 
mates only  from  the  neighbouring  Countries.  Our 
common  Hens  are  the  Fowls  moll  eat  in  Egypt ^  where 
they  have  two  Sorts,  one  of  the  fame  Size  with  ours,  the 
other  very  little  inferior  to  GtdQ  in  Bignefs,  both  very 
cheap,  and  eafily  to  be  had  every  where.  Befides  thefe, 
they  have  a  Kind  of  Fowl  brought  from  Numidia^  the 
Flefh  of  which  is  very  fine,  and  well  tailed ;  this  is  one 
of  their  greateft  Dainties,  and  fold  dear.  As  they  hatch 
all  their  Eggs  in  Ovens,  their  Hens  are  confequently  ne- 
ver broody  ;  and  Eggs  alfo  are  very  plenty,  which  is  ne- 
ceflary,  becaufe  they  make  a  great  Part  of  the  Food  of 
the  common  People. 

The  Nile  is  very  well  flored  with  Fifh,  and  the  Fifh 
therein  are  remarkably  large  and  fat,  particularly  a  kind 
pf  Pike,   exceflively  voracious,   and  which  fometimes 
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,come  to  be  fo  large  as  to  weigh  eighty  Pounds,     Eelei 
are  here  in  great  Plenty,  and  high  Perfedtion,  fome  a? 
thick  as  a  Man's  Arm,  but  they  are  not  wholefome  at  all 
Times  ;  and  in  the  Months  of  Jpril  and  Afay  efpecially    . 
they  are   fo  dangerous,   that  many  People  have  been 
poifoned  by  eating  them.     There  is  a  broad  fat  Fifh  ir^ 
the  Nik,  which  though  it  differs  widely  from  ours  in 
Form,   yet  all  the  Europeans  here  will  have  to  be  a 
Tench,  becaufe  the  Flefh  talles  like  that  of  a  Tench , 
and  is  therefore  very  much  efteemed.     There  are  alfo 
fpotted  Mullets,  that  are  much  valued,  and  are  indeed  a 
fine  firm  Fifh.     In  the  Nile  likewife  are  abundance  of 
Tortoifes,  very  large,  and   their  Flefh  very  fweet  and 
good,  efpecially  when  thoroughly  boiled,  otherwife  it  is 
unwholefome.     The  Cities  of  Alexandria^  Rofetta,  and 
Damietta^  are  furnifh'd  with  all  Sorts  of  Sea- Fifh  in  the 
higheft  Perfedtion,  and  at  very  low  Prices.     Of  thefe  I 
fhall  only  mention  Soles,  which  are  of  an  extraordinary 
Size,  and  yet  perfectly  well  tafled.     They  fait  a  great 
deal  of  Fifh  for  Exportation,  as  alfo  the  Spawn   of  Fifh, 
which  is  of  a  very  high  Relifh,  and  is  call'd  Botarac, 
From  the  Fifh  I  think  it  is  moH  natural  to  proceed  to  the 
Jnfedls,  of  which  there  are  great  Variety  in  Egypt, 

The  Ants  there  are  excefTively  large,  and  very  furi- 
ous, flinging  or  biting  fuch  as  difturb  them  with  as  much 
Kage  as  a  Dog,  whereby  they  excite  a  burning  Anguifh 
which  continues  for  a  long  Time,  and  is  not  ealily  cu- 
red. Some  of  them  have  Wings,  and  thefe  are  flill 
more  troublefome.  Flies  and  Gnats  fling  here  more 
than  any  where  elfe,  and  there  are  fuch  abundance  of 
the  latter,  that  without  defending  the  Beds  by  Nets, 
there  would  be  no  fuch  thing  as  fleeping.    Studious  Per- 
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fons,  and  fuch,  as  are  much  within  Doors,  are  forced  to 
have  Nets  at  their  Windows,  and  at  their  Chamber- 
doors,  to  prevent  thefe  troublefome  Guelts  from  entering. 
There  are  many  Kinds  of  Spiders,  large  and  venomous, 
with  thefe  the  Ichneumon  Wajp  is  continually  at  War  ; 
and  nothing  can  be  more  entertaining  than  to  obferve  the 
Arts  made  ufe  of  by  thefe  Enemies  to  incline  Vidory  to 
their  Side.  There  are  abundance  of  Bees^  efpecially  on 
the  Banks  of  the  Ntky^  where  in  hollow  Trees,  or  in 
Caverns,  they  fix  their  Combs,  and  make  both  excellent 
Honey  and  Wax.  There  are  many  Scorpions  in  Egypt ^ 
but  all  of  them  either  white  or  green  ^  they  do  not  ex- 
ceed thofe  of  France  in  Size,  but  in  Venom  they  tran- 
fcend  thofe  and  all  other  Creatures  in  the  World.  The 
white  are  lefs  venomous  than  the  green,  that  is  to  fay, 
their  Poifon  does  not  operate  fo  foon  ;  but  with  Refpedl 
to  both,  an  Amputation  of  the  bitten  Limb  is  the  fole 
Expedient  for  preventing  Death  in  a  few  Hours  time  with 
incredible  Torture.  Yet  the  Moors ^  who  make  a  Trade 
of  catching  thefe  Creatures  for  the  Ufe  of  Apothecaries, 
who  make  an  Oil  of  them,  which  is  very  valuable ; 
thefe  Moors y  I  fay,  lay  hold  of  them  without  Fear,  with 
their  bare  Hands,  carry  them  in  their  Bofoms,  take  them 
out  from  thence,  and  put  them  into  the  Apothecaries 
Veffels,  without  the  leaft  Apprehenfion  ;  neither  hath  it 
been  known  that  any  of  thefe  People  have  been  bit ;  for 
I  fuppofe  if  they  were,  they  would  not  efcape  better  than 
the  Whites.  As  to  black  Scorpions,  or  flying  ones,  of 
which  fome  Authors  fpeak  very  confidently,  and  many 
People  in  Egypt  are  ready  to  allert  that  fuch  Creatures 
there  are,  I  fhall  only  fay  that  I  never  faw  any,  nor  ever 
heard  any  Perfon  of  Credit  ailert  that  he  bad  hinifeh  feen 


C  317  [ 

any  fuch.  Serpents  and  Snakes  there  are  of  innumera- 
ble Kinds ;  1  (ball  mention  only  a  few.  Of  Afps  there 
are  three  Sorts.  The  firfl  of  thefe  is  the  fpitting  or  fpew- 
ing  Afp,  fo  cali'd  from  its  ejecting  its  Poifon  thro'  its 
Teeth.  The  Antients  cali'd  it  Pkyas ;  and  this  was 
the  Serpent  Cleopatra  made  ufe  of  when  {he  refolved  to 
end  her  Misfortunes  by  Death.  This  Serpent  is  about 
three  Feet  long,  and  rather  bigger  than  our  Viper  j  its 
Bite  is  mortal,  and  generally  efteemed  incurable  ;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  a  proper  Defcription  of  the  Nature 
of  its  Venom,  which  is  very  fingular.  It  is  thought 
that  this  Creature  ejeds  lefs  in  Quantity  than  any  other 
of  the  Kind ;  however  that  be,  it  is  certain  that  the 
Pun6lures  made  by  its  Teeth  are  fcarce  difcernable.  Af- 
ter a  Perfon  has  been  bitten  about  an  Hour,  he  finds 
himfelf  heavy  and  inclined  to  Sleep,  without  any  Pain  or 
Diforder  of  Mind  ;  by  degrees,  however,  he  finds  his 
Limbs  lofe  their  Strength,  a  kind  of  pleafing  Stupidity  in- 
vade his  animal  Faculties ;  and  fo  he  dies  without  a  Groan 
or  a  Complaint.  The  fecond  fort  of  Afp,  in  Colour, 
Shape,  and  Length,  refembles  a  Pike.  The  lall  Sort 
are  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  Inches  long,  their  Bellies 
white,  their  Backs  of  a  very  deep  blue ;  they  have  their 
Holes  in  the  Banks  of  the  Nile^  from  whence  they  fpring 
with  a  terrible  and  fatal  Fury.  Amputation  is  the  only 
Cure,  and  where  that  cannot  be  had,  the  Patient  dies  in 
terrible  Agonies.  The  Horn  Serpent  is  a  great  Curio- 
lity ;  ttic  Egyptians  call  it  Tahyr ;  and  the  Antients  have 
abundance  of  odd  Stories  about  it.  After  all,  it  is  far 
from  being  uncommon,  and  a  little  Care  is  fufficient  to 
remove  all  the  Doubts  that  have  been  raifed  concerning 
it.    It  is  of  a  yellow  Colour,   about  eighteen  Inches 

long. 
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long,  a  round  ilender  Body,  with  a  broad  flat  Head  5' 
the  Females  have  at  the  Corner  of  their  Eyes  two  ftrong 
pointed  Horns ;    the  Male  hath  but  one,  which  is  to- 
wards his  Nofe.     They  live  chiefly  in  dry  Places,  and 
are  thought  to  draw  their  Nourifliment  from  Nitre  and 
Salt.     They  are  extremely  venomous,  and  Thofe  who 
are  bitten  by  them  die  of  Thirft^  which  no  Art  can 
palliate.     As  to  Serpents  of  great  Magnitude,  they  are 
not  frequently  feen,  but  there  are  certainly  in  Egypt  fome 
as  thick  as  a  Man's  Thigh^  and  fifteen  cr  twenty  Feet 
long :  But  for  Dragons  and  flying  Serpents,  I  am  apt 
to   believe  they  rathet  live  in   the  Heads  of  fanciful 
Men,  than  either  in  this  or  any  other  Country.     I  will 
conclude  this  Article  with  an  Account  of  the  moll  won~ 
derful,   though  the   mofl  common   Serpent  in  Egypt, 
This  is  caird  by  the  Inhabitants  T^ohham^  and  is  generally 
between  three  and  fix  Feet  long,  though   fome  have 
been  (een  a  great  deal  bigger.     It  hath  a  flefliy  Subftance 
reaching  oh  each  Side  of  its  Neck  from  its  Jaw  to  about 
a  third  Part  of  its  Body  ;  this  it  either  ftiffens  or  contrads 
as  it  will,  and  thereby  not  only  eredts  itfelf  in  a  furpri- 
fing  Manner,  but  alfo  throws  it  felf  forward  as  if  it  flew. 
It  is  ufually  found  in  the  Catacombs^  and  among  ancient 
Ruins ;  but  its  Afi'edlion  for  Men,  as  it  is  very  Angular, 
fo  it  is  alfo  unaccountable.     If  the  Juglers  only,  who 
never  fail  to  have  many  of  thefe  Species  of  Serpents^ 
were  poflefled  of  the  Skill  of  Taming  them,  it  would  be 
lefs  wonderful ;  but  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  Cafe, 
that  all  Degrees  of  People  who  delight  in  Animals  feed 
and  keep  thefe  Creatures  about  them.     They  are  not 
only  tame  and  innoxious,  but  alfo  ufeful  and  docible,  to 
a  degrere  beyond  our  Dogs  in  £?/^'?/^>  infomvirt  that  no- 
thing 
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thing  can  be  more  diverting  than  to  fee  them  play  over 
the  Tricks  they  are  taught. 

Of  Scaly  Lizard -like  Animals,  there  are  great  Varie- 
ty in  Egypt ^  particularly  the  Cameleon^  v^^hich  refembles 
much  an  ordinary  Lizard,  yet  is  it  far  lefs  beautiful, 
neither  has  it  almoft  any  of  thofe  Properties  for  which  it 
was  celebrated  by  the  Antients.  It  is  fo  far  from  living 
upon  Air,  that  it  is  a  very  voracious  Animal,  maintain- 
ing it  felf  by  catching  and  eating  of  Flies.  As  to 
changing  of  Colour,  that  too  is  a  Miftake,  unlefs  its  ha- 
ving a  changeable  coloured  Skin  may  pafs  for  a  Wonder. 
As  to  its  Eye  turning  every  Way,  therein  the  Defcrip- 
tion  is  right,  for  it  doth  fo  in  a  very  odd  Manner,  one 
Eye  looking  forwards,  and  the  other  frequently  behind  ^ 
and  this  Provifion  Nature  hath  made  that  it  may  eafily 
catch  its  Prey.  The  Sclnos,  or  Land- Crocodile,  is  a 
very  exadl  Copy  of  the  Water  One,  but  very  little  and 
harmlefs,  feeding  moftly  upon  Flowers  and  Herbs,  efpe- 
cially  fuch  as  are  of  a  fweet  Smell.  The  Crocodile  it 
felf  delights  in  the  Nile,  but  more  in  the  great  Lakes 
formed  by  Channels,  derived  from  thence.  In  the  Del- 
ta there  are  fometimes  Crocodiles  feen,  but  fmall  and 
lean  -,  this  the  Inhabitants  of  Egypt  afcribe  to  the  Power 
of  a  Tali/man  ;  but  the  true  Reafon  feems  to  be  the 
Number  of  Boats  on  the  River,  and  of  Villages  on  lis 
Banks,  for  the  Crocodiles  naturally  fly  from  and  avoid 
Men  in  Companies ;  for  if  they  are  fingle,  and  in  the 
upper  Egypt,  they  will  venture  to  attack  them.  The 
Ancients  have  certainly  reported  abundance  of  things 
falfely  of  this  Creature,  for  which  there  was  the  lefs  Oc- 
cafion,  lince  in  it  felf  it  is  a  wonderful  Creature,  as  well 
as  mglt  terrible  and  cruel.    It  is  believed  to  grow  as  lon^ 

as 
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as  it  lives,  and  it  is  certain  that  fome  have  been  feen  up- 
wards of  thirty  Feet  long.  It  runs  fwiftly,  but  cannot 
eafily  turn ;  its  great  Strength  lies  in  its  Tail,  which  it 
ufes  very  nimbly,  ftriking  its  Prey  therewith,  and  fo 
Itupifying  it  before  it  eats  it.  Some  have  fpoken  of  tame 
Crocodiles,  but  furely  with  little  Certainty,  lince  at  Cairff 
it  is  known  by  Experience  that  when  a  young  Crocodile 
is  taken,  it  will  refufe  Meat  till  it  dies.  The  Female 
Crocodile  lays  about  fixty  Eggs  at  a  time ;  they  are  not 
bigger  than  thofe  of  a  Goofe  ;  the  young  Crocodiles  are 
fmall  in  Proportion,  but  they  are  amazingly  fwift  in  their 
Growth.  They  are  taken  by  various  Arts ;  and  fome 
of  the  Moors  are  fo  hardy,  that  with  a  ftrong  Rope  they 
will  venture  into  the  Nik,  and  after  a  long  Combat, 
drag  out  a  Crocodile,  and  bring  him  to  Cairo,  where 
they  firft  make  a  kind  of  Show  of  him,  and  then  kill 
-him. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Egypt  are  Copts,  or  Cophti  ; 
Jews,  Moors,  Arabs,  Turks  and  Franks,  or  European  ChrU 
Jlians,  Of  all  thcfe  in  their  Order.  The  Copts,  or  Cophts^ 
are  the  natural  Inhabitants  of  this  Country.  This  Name 
ii gnified  originally  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Coptic  Nome, 
the  Capital  of  which  was  the  City  of  Coptos,  but  by 
degrees  it  hath  been  extended  to  all  the  Egyptian  Chrif- 
iians.  In  like  manner  the  Arabians  ftiled  them  Kibthi, 
from  Kibth,  which  is  the  modern  Name  of  the  ancient 
City  of  Coptos,  Thefe  poor  People  may  be  juflly  rec- 
koned among  the  moft  dejeded  and  diftrefled  Nations  in 
the  Univerfe.  The  Turks,  and  all  the  Mohammedans 
in  Egypt,  treat  them  with  the  opprobrious  Name  of  In- 
fidels ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Chriftians,  in  Com- 
munion with  the  Church  of  i^^/ff^,  look  upon  them  as 
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tJefetics.  Thus  are  they  perfecuted  and  defpifed  by 
Friends  and  Strangers,  and  lead  their  Lives  in  the  molt 
abje'fl  Soi-t  of  Slavery  that  can  be  imagined.  They 
were  formerly  very  numerous,  but  at  prefent  they  are 
much  reduced,  and  daily  decreafing.  The  Language 
they  ufe  is  peculiar  to  their  Nation^  and  feems  to  be  a 
Compound  of  the  ancient  Egyptian,  and  of  the  Greek 
Tongue  as  it  was  fpoken  by  the  Soldiers  of  Alexander 
the  Great.  In  refpe^^t  to  their  religious  Tenets,  they 
have  been  grofly  mifreprefented  ;  and  though  it  be  true 
that  they  are  not  a  learned  or  very  quick-witted  Nation* 
yet  are  they  far  from  being  fo  llupid  or  ignorant  as  they 
are  generally  reprefented. 

It  is  certain  that  they  are  zealous  Chriftians,  and  that 
they  have  very  juft  Notions  of  the  Caufes  and  Confe- 
quences  of  C  h  r  i  s  t's  Coming,  whom  they  ftile  the 
MeJJiah.  They  baptize  by  three  Immerfions,  invoking 
the  Perfons  of  the  Holy  Trinity  feparately.  Namely, 
one  at  each  Immerlion.  They  likewife  ufe  many  Unc- 
tions with  that  Ceremony.  When  any  of  them  are  in- 
difpofed,  the  Prieft  comes  and  prays  by  them,  and  not 
only  anoints  the  lick  Perfon,  but  alfo  All  who  are  prefent 
with  him  in  the  Room  with  confecrated  Oil,  for  which 
they  aflign  this  Reafon,  that  the  Difeafe  may  not  retire 
from  the  lick  Perfon  to  any  of  his  Friends,  which  they 
believe  to  be  prevented  by  this  general  Undion.  The 
Roman  Catholicks  afFed  to  treat  this  Proceeding  with 
great  Contempt ;  and  yet  an  indifferent  Perfon  will  be 
apt  to  think  that  it  is  juft  as  well  founded  as  theirs.  In 
giving  the  Eucharift  they  are  very  lingular,  for  to  In- 
fants, immediately  after  Baptifm,  they  give  only  the 
Wine,  to  Men  they  give  the  Communion  under  both 

Y  Species  % 


(311  ] 

vSpecies ;  and  to  the  Women,  who  offer  their  Devotions 
without  the  Sanctuary,  they  give  the  Bread  only,  ha- 
ving firll  moiitened  it  with  a  drop  or  two  of  the  Wine. 
Confeffion  toPriefts  they  permit,  but  they  do  not  compel 
it ;  they  faft  conflantly  on  TVed?2efdays  and  Fridays^  and 
obferve  belides  three  Lents  in  the  Year  5  but  then  they 
eat  FletTi  on  all  the  Sundays  in  the  Year,  and  every  5j- 
turdayy  except  the  Satwdny  in  the  Holy  W^eek.  They 
are  wonderiully  lincere  in  all  their  Adls  of  Devotion  ; 
and  though  their  extreme  Poverty,  and  that  exceflive 
Deje6lion  of  Mind  which  is  derived  from  thence  makes 
them  contemptible  in  the  Eyes  of  the  Franks  in  general, 
yet  thofe  who  endeavour  to  lay  alide  thefe  Prejudices  can- 
not but  receive  much  Edification  from  the  Purity  of 
their  Lives,  and  the  Humility  of  their  Deportment. 

Their  Clergy  confills  of  Subdeacons,  Deacons, 
Priefls,  Biihops,  Archbifhops,  and  a  Patriarch,  who  fits 
in.  the  Chair  of  St.  Marc,  whof^  Succefibr  he  is  by  an 
uninterrupted  Chain  of  Prelates,  which  gives  him  a  great 
Authority  in  this  Part  of  the  World.  Their  Bifhops 
are  eleven  in  Number,  their  Patriarch  making  the 
twelfth.  As  for  the  laft  he  is  a  Monk,  one,  of  whofe 
Chaftity  there  is  noSufpicion,  and  who  is  generally  com- 
peird  to  take  upon  him  this  high  Office.  He  is  a  kind 
of  Prince  or  Judge  of  his  People,  and  befides  confecrates 
the  Jbtina^or  Vzixmchoi  Ethiopia. To  this  Patriarch  of  the 
Copts, who  is  generally  ftiled  Patriarch  o^  Alexandria,  there 
belongs  a  Revenue  of  near  fix  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling 
per  Annum,  all  of  which  he  beftows  in  the  Relief  of  the 
Poor,  or  on  national  Occafions,  referving  for  his  own 
Subfifience  the  Alms  of  good  Chriftians,  which  he  afks 
v/ith  great  Humility,  and  lives  upon  them  very  frugally, 
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riding  up  and  down  on  an  Afs  without  any  other  Enfign 
of  Dignity  than  his  paftoral  Staff.  The  greateft  of  their 
Errors  feems  to  be  that  of  Circumciling,  which  is  either 
the  Remains  of  fome  Judaical  Notion,  or  which  is  more 
probable,  hath  been  introduced  fince  the  Conqueft  of 
Egypt  by  the  Mohammedans^  in  Complaifance  to  them. 
But  this  Practice  begins  to  be  difufed,  and  feveral  of  their 
Patriarchs  have  declared  againft  it.  Their  Monks  live 
in  DelartSj  in  large  Mo  naileries,  where  they  fare  very 
hardly,  labour  with  their  Hands,  and  fpend  all  their 
Time  in  Ads  of  Piety  and  Charity,  which  they  exercife 
chiefly  towards  the  Arabs ^  who  travelling  in  thefe  waile 
Places,  find  themfelves  often  on  the  Point  of  perifhing 
for  Wantj  from  which  they  are  delivered  by  the  Supplies 
afforded  them  by  thefe  Monks.  As  to  the  Laity,  they 
are  either  induflrious  Mechanics,  laborious  Peafants,  or 
Stewards  to  Turkijh  Lords,  who  make  Choice  of  them 
for  their  remarkable  Fidelity.  With  Trade  they  meddle 
not,  left  it  fhould  corrupt  their  Manners :  And  io  ftriftly 
are  they  bound  to  their  Religion  and  their  Country,  that 
no  Profpeds  of  Preferment  can  ever  allure  them  to  think 
of  quitting  Egypt ^  or  changing  that  laborious  Life  which 
they  lead  there  for  one  more  commodious  in  another  Place. 
The  Jews  are  very  numerous  here,  for  which  there 
is  a  very  good  Reafon,  viz,  the  great  Con veniency  they 
have  of  getting  Money,  for  which,  it  is  well  known, 
that  they  compafs  Sea  and  Earth,  and  negled  no  Methods 
of  attaining  it  that  their  own  quick  Wits  fuggeft.  There 
are  certainly  forty  thoufand  at  leaft  in  Egypt^  tvho  All 
live  upon  the  Labours  of  others ;  for,  except  a  few  Toys 
and  childifh  Baubles,  they  make  nothing  themfelves ; 
\)\xt  by  Peddling,   Quacking,   a6tin§   as  Brokers,  and 
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above  all,  turning  Colledors  of  the  Revenue,  Tax-g2y 
therers,  and  Financiers,  they  make  a  Shift  to  amafe 
Fortunes  at  the  Expence  of  the  People,  v^^hich  they  fel- 
dom  live  to  enjoy,  at  leaft  in  Quiet,  for  Reafons  that 
will  hereafter  appear.  The  common  Opinion  is,  that 
the  Climate  and  Soil  of  this  Country  transform  all  its 
Natives  into  perfeit  Egyptians^  that  is,  into  Men  with- 
out Will  to  Labour,  Courage  to  Fight,  or  Ambition  to 
diftinguifli  themfelves  any  other  Way,  Finery  except- 
ed. The  Jews^  however,  efcape  this  Infe(?tion  pretty 
well,  and  feem  to  preferve  their  Subtilty,  Avarice,  and 
adulatory  Addrefs,  as  well  here  as  in  other  Parts  of  the 
World.  There  is  no  fort  of  Trade  carried  on  without 
their  having  not  only  a  Share  therein,  but  the  principal 
Dire6lion  thereof:  So  that  Cy^r//?/j«j  and  T^r/j  are  con- 
ftrained  to  make  Ufe  of  them,  though  the  former  are 
always  diffident  of  them,  aixi  the  latter  defpife  and  detefl 
ihem.  As  a  Proof  of  this,  I  need  only  obferve,  that 
the  Mohammedan  Divines  alTign  to  the  wicked  Jews  the 
ioweft  Parts  of  Hell,  where  they  fancy  they  are  confined 
feparately  from  thofe  of  their  Religion,  and  from  the 
Chriftians.  Whenever  they  fpeak  of  them,  they  do  it  ^ 
in  Terms  of  Hatred  and  Contempt  ;  and  yet  their  moft 
important  Affairs  are  managed  by  them,  of  which,  as 
near  as  I  can,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  Rea- 
fons. 

T  H  E  Jews,  as  they  are  fcattered  over  the  Face  of 
the  Earth,  fo  they  maintain  amongft  themfelves  a  very 
ftrid  and  regular  Correfpondence ;  this  gives  them  vaft 
Advantages,  efpecially  among  People  who  keep  no  Cor- 
refpondence at  all  ;  and  therefore  the  Need  they  have  of 
them  obliges  the  Turks  to  employ  them.    Again,  their 
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Skill  in  Money-Matters,    their    Knowledge  in  Trade, 
their  Acquaintance  with  the  Means  of  felling  or  procuring 
any  thing  that  is  offered  or  wanted,  renders  them  a  fort  of 
Tools  which  are  not  only  convenient,  but  which  Men, 
like  the  Turh  and  Jrabs^  cannot  be  without.     But  a- 
bove  all,  their  Subtlenefs,   their  Fawning,  their  mean 
Condefcenfions,  and  their  adroit  Flattery,  makes  them 
the  propereft  Agents  in  the  World  for  the  Turkifh  Offi- 
cers, who  are  equally  indolent,  and  proud,  defirous  of 
enjoying  all  Things,  and  who  notwithftanding  cannot 
bear  the  Thoughts  of  doing  any  thing.     Hence  from  the 
Bafhaw  of  Cairo^  down  to  the  Aga  in  any  garrifon'd 
Place,  there  is  not  one  of  them  but  hath  Jews  about 
him,  by  whofe  Advice  and  Affiflance  he  pillages  the  Peo- 
ple, and  enriches  himfelf.     The  Jews^  how^ever,  here, 
and  throughout  all  the  Eaft^  afFedl  to  diftinguifli  them- 
felves  from  the  Jews  of  the  Weji^  (who  alfo  come  on 
their  Occafions  into  thefe  Parts  of  the  World)  and  treat 
them  as  if  they  were  much  below  them,  chiefly  on  this 
Account,    that  they  boafl  of  having  preferved  greater 
Privileges  in  the  Eafl  than  their  Brethren  have  in  the 
Weji  ;  as  alfo  that  their  Copies  of  the  Scripture  are  purer 
and  morecorredl;  whereas  the  Turks  Itick  not  to  affirm,' 
that  they  have  corrupted  the  Scriptures,  vv^hich  is  the 
Reafon  they  affign  for  their  being  punifhed  more  in  the 
other  World  than  any  other  Nation.     Many  of  thefe 
People  pretend  to  Skill  in  Phyfic,  but  few  of  them  are 
any  better  than  Empiricks,  exceffively  ignorant,  and  as 
exceffively  arrogant.     There  are  alfo  abundance  of  them 
Aftrologers,  Geomantifts,  and  Profeflbrs  of  other  occult 
Sciences  j  but  miferable  Profeflbrs  they  are,  for  if  their 
Impudence  be  excepted,  which  is  indeed  fuperior  to  other 
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People's  in  a  fuperlative  degree,  tliey  have  feldom  the 
common  Rudiments  of  Knowledge  even  in  thofe  Arts 
in  which  they  boaft  themfelves  Proficients. 

In  Impofture  they  have  gone  farther  than  any  other 
Nation,  which  is  the  fole  Reafon,  as  I  apprehend,  that 
the  Story  of  the  wandering  Jew  hath  circulated  over  all 
the  World,  and  is  equally  believed  by  the  Vulgar  in  China 
and  in  Great  Britain.  The  Mohammedans  tell  us  very  ferir 
oully  that  he  is  Zerid^  a  Defcendant  from  Elias^  and  that 
he  wasfeen  by  one  of  their  Prophet's  Commanders  in  a  cer- 
tain high  Mountain,where  he  told  him  that  he  had  remain- 
ed all  this  time  alive  by  the  Command  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  that  he  was  to  attend  his  fecond  Coming,  of  which 
he  pretended  to  acquaint  the  Arab  with  certain  Marks  or 
Tokens,  not  unlike  thofe,  which  in  the  Revelations  are 
made  coincident  v;ith  the  coming  of  Antichrifl.  The 
Chriilians  again,  I  mean  the  Oriental  Chrillians,  have 
contrived  a  very  orderly  Story  on  this  Head,  from  which 
they  feldom  or  never  vary  ;  and  the  Subllance  of  it  \s 
this,  that  the  Name  of  the  wandering  Jew  is  Jofeph 
and  that  he  was  an  Ufher  to  Pilate^  in  which  Quality 
pufhing  cur  Saviour  out  of  the  Palace  with  opprobrious 
Language,  Jesus  turned  and  faid,  The  Son  of  Man  goeth 
hence,  but  thou  foalt  remain  here  until  I  come.  Struck 
with  thefe  Words,  it  is  faid  that  he  became  a  Convert  to 
the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  hath  iince  that  Time  wan- 
dered up  and  dov/n  the  World,  renewing  his  Age  after 
this  Manner.  When  he  attains  the  Age  of  a  hundred, 
Jie  falls  firll  into  Convulfions,  and  then  into  a  Swoon, 
or  deep  Sleep,  from  which  he  awakens  in  the  full  Vigour 
of  a  Man  of  forty-five.  They  pretend  that  his  Me- 
mory remains  perfedl,    and  tha;  he  m  able  to  give  a 
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diftindl  Account  of  whatever  hath  come  to  his  Know- 
ledge throughout  all  the  Time  he  has  lived.  Dr.  Sal- 
viati  allured  me  that  fuch  a  Perfon  had  been  feen  about 
the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  Century  in  Germany^  where 
though  he  was  very  ftridly  examined  by  Jews  as  well  as 
Chrijiians,  they  were  unable  to  detedl  him  in  any  Falfe- 
hood  :  And  I  have  been  alfo  told,  that  a  Perfon  alTuming 
this  Charadler  had  been  feen  in  Egypt  feveral  Times. 
All  the  Ufe  I  make  of  this  Relation  is  to  fhew  the  uni- 
verfal  Prejudice  of  the  Inhabitants  of  all  Countries  again  ft 
this  unhappy  People,  whofe  Difperfion,  and  the  Cir- 
cumllances  attending  it,  afford  fuch  convincing  Proofs 
of  the  Truth  both  of  the  Mofaic  and  Chrijlian  Revela- 
tions, as  might  convince  any  Man  who  would  be  at  the 
Pains  to  conlider  them  attentively. 

Under  the  general  Name  of  Matrs  I  comprehend  all 
the  Mohammedans  from  JIgiers,  Turns,  Tnpoli,  Fez 
and  Morocco,  who  flying  from  the  Poverty  of  their  native 
Countries,  come  by  Multitudes  into  Egypt,  to  pick  up 
a  miferable  Subfiftance  by  all  Sorts  of  fiavifli  Employ- 
ments, or  by  downright  begging.  To  fay  that  thefe 
People  are  treated  with  the  utmoft  Scorn  and  Indignity 
by  the  Turks,  is  to  give  them  no  dillinguifhing  Character 
at  all,  lince  they  treat  without  Dillinftion  all  the  Pea- 
fants  and  Villagers  in  Egypt  whom  they  ftile  Felacs  in  the 
fame  Way.  They  impofe  on  them  what  Tasks  they 
think  fit,  exadl  Obedience  by  any  Means  rather  than  fair 
ones,  abufe  and  maltreat  them  with  their  Tongues  and 
with  their  Hands  ;  and  after  all  this,  if  the  poor  Wretches 
fhould  make  the  leaft  Reliftance,  Death  would  certainly 
be  the  End  of  all  their  Miferics.  What  Wonder  then 
that  thefe  hopelefs  People  lliould  be  timid  in  their  Na- 

Y  4  tures 


C  328  3 

tures,  whofe  Spirits  are  broken  from  their  Infancy,  and 
in  whom  the  Difpofition  of  a  manly  appearance  would 
be  fatal  ?  Hence  the  Word  Felac  is  amongll  the  better 
fort  of  People  of  all  others  the  moll  outragious  Reproach, 
as  carrying  in  it  an  Impeachment  of  a  Man's  Under- 
ftanding.  Morals,  and  Bravery,  finking  them  at  once 
into  the  Rank  of  Blockheads  and  Cowards.  But  to  re- 
turn to  the  Moors, 

In  a  Country  where  there  are  fo  many  who  require 
Service,  and  where  no  Man  will  labour  who  can  fublift 
in  ever  fo  poor  a  manner  without  it,  there  muft  be  oc- 
cafion  fufficient  for  many  Hands,  and  this  is  that  which 
invites  thefe  poor  People  to  Alexandria,  Rofctta,  Dami- 
etta^  and  other  Towns  in  Egypt,  where  they  let  out 
Alle,  work  in  the  Gardens,  ply  as  Porters,  and  perform 
whatever  elfe  is  required  of  them  for  fuch  daily  Wages  as 
in  England  would  fcarce  be  offered  to  a  Beggar  at  the 
Door.  Bread,  Herbs  and  Salt,  are  all  their  Sublillance, 
and  tho'  they  live  in  a  Land  of  Plenty,  yet  they  look 
like  fo  many  Gholts,  efpecially  where  their  Numbers 
very  much  exceed  the  Neceffities  of  their  Mailers,  as 
frequently  happens,  and  then  the  Fear  of  their  thieving 
or  doing  worfe  Mifchiefs,  obliges  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Places  to  which  they  refort,  to  drive  them  away  by 
Force.  A  few  Moors  of  Quality  indeed  do  refide  in 
Egypt,  and  live  there  in  Reputation  and  Splendor  ;  be- 
caiife  as  I  fhali  hereafter  fhew,  this  is  a  fort  of  Privi- 
leged Place,  to  which  Men  from  all  Countries  retire  to 
^ive  at  Eafe  on  that  Wealth  which  would  be  fatal  to 
them  elfewhere,  and  which  is  alfo  fometimes  fatal  to 
them  here.  All  thefe  Moors  are  alike  zealous  Moham- 
medans 5  and  tho'  in  other  Refpeds  many  of  them  are 
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ignorant  to  the  laft  Degree,  yet  in  reciting  their  Prayers 
injoined  by  thfeir  Law,  they  ftiew  a  Fire  and  Spirit  of 
Devotion,  which  would  be  very  edifying  if  it  did  not  bor- 
der a  little  on  Enthuliafm.  The  Franh  are  as  great 
Enemies  to  thefe  People  as  the  Turh^  they  fpeak  of  them 
always  as  if  they  were  the  Dregs  of  all  Mankind,  and 
alike  void  of  Senfe  and  Virtue  ;  to  make  up  thefe  De- 
ficiencies, they  allow  them  Vices  without  Number,  and 
yet  when  the  Thing  is  candidly  examined,  it  does  not 
appear  that  thefe  People  are  worfe  than  their  Neighbours. 
Their  extream  Poverty  tempts  them  to  thieve,  and  the 
Severity  with  which  they  are  ufed,  extirpates  in  them 
that  Companion  which  ufually  attends  human  Nature. 
But  is  this  Matter  of  Reproach  towards  them,  or  ought 
it  not  rather  to  fall  upon  thofe  who  hammer  into  them 
thefe  bafe  Notions  by  their  bad  Treatment? 

Men  are  pretty  much  alike  in  all  Countries  and  in 
all  Climates  ;  it  is  the  different  Modes  of  governing,  and 
various  Ways  of  living,  which  make  Men  in  one  Place 
fo  unlike  Men  in  another ;  and  therefore  in  all  Countries 
the  Governors  are  refponfible  to  reafonable  Men  here, 
and  to  the  God  of  Truth  and  Juftice  hereafter,  for  the 
epidemic  Errors  o^  their  People.  If  thofe  who  are  en- 
trufted  with  the  Management  of  publick  Affairs  in  E- 
gypt  would  but  think  it  incumbent  on  them  to  contrive 
proper  Means  for  the  fupport  of  thofe  over  whom  they 
rule,  thefe  v/retched  Moors  inftead  of  being  a  Burthen 
and  Difgrace  to  this  Country,  as  now  they  are,  might 
be  employed  in  repairing  publick  Works,  v/hich  would 
not  only  reftore  the  ancient  Lultre  of  Egyptian  Magni^ 
ficence,  and  exceedingly  benefit  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
that  vaft  Country,  but  alfo  turn  to  the  immenfe  Profit 
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of  the  Grand  Seignior,  This  I  am  the  rather  perfuaded 
of,  from  the  Behaviour  of  the  Moors  in  ilie  Service  of 
my  Patron  Hqffan,  They  were  moft  of  them  fuch  as 
he  picked  up  in  Egypt ^  and  fet  to  w^ork  as  much  out  of 
Charity,  as  for  the  Sake  of  what  they  did  for  him. 
Thefe  were  all  diligent,  faithful,  laborious  Creatures, 
and  in  the  Concerns  I  have  had  with  any  of  that  Na- 
tion, I  have  never  been  able  to  difcover  that  the  Preju- 
dices againft  them  were  founded  in  any  Thing  but  their 
Misfortunes,  their  extream  Indigence,  and  their  as  ex- 
treme ill  Ufage.  I  do  confefs  that  this  Opinion  is  lin- 
gular, but"  fingular  Opinions  are  not  always  groundlefs. 
Moft  Men  judge  by  Experience,  and  believe  themfelves 
juftified  in  fo  judging ;  and  therefore  in  following  this 
Cuftom,  I  rid  myfelf  of  fmgularity,  and  go  in  the 
beaten  Tradt  again. 

Before  I  quit  this  Subjed  I  cannot  help  taking  No- 
tice, that  thefe  Aloors,  who  are  thought  to  have  fcarce 
common  Senfe  in  Egypt,  are  in  their  own  Countries 
known  to  be  as  artful,  and  as  cunning,  as  any  People 
in  the  Univerfe.  The  Chriftian  Slave  of  Hajfan,  who 
brought  me  iirft  to  his  Mafter's  Acquaintance,  furnifh'd 
me  with  a  Multitude  of  Inftances  in  fupport  of  what  I 
have  advanced,  amongft  thefe  I  have  feledted  oney 
•which  to  me  is  not  inferior  to  any  Stratagem  mentioned 
by  the  Greek  and  Latin  Authors. 

MOHAMMED  Almadi  King  of /Vz",  was  a 
Prince  who  in  his  younger  Years,  either  had  or  affeded 
a  ftrong  PafTion  for  the  Study  of  Divinity.  The  Af- 
cendancy  he  gained  over  the  Minds  of  Men,  by  being 
believed  to  have  more  Religion  than  is  ufually  found 
,  in  Heads  covered  with  Crov^nsj  enabled  him  to  pufh 
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Things  farther  than  moft  of  his  Predecefibrs ;  all  big 
Clergy  were  devoted  to  his  Interefts,  his  Nobility  flood 
in  great  Fear  of  him,  and  his  People  really  believed 
that  in  him  were  united  the  Characlers  of  Prince  and 
Prophet.  The  Inhabitants  of  a  Country  lying  to  the 
South  of  his  Dominions,  had  erected  a  kind  of  Arijio^ 
cratical  Common-wealth,  under  which  they  lived  if  not 
happily,  at  leaft  much  better  than  any  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, and  the  Report  of  their  being  a  rich  and  opulent 
People,  vehemently  fpurred  Almadi  to  attempt  the 
bringing  them  under  his  Government. 

With  this  View  he  fet  a  great  Army  on  Foot, 
marched  into  the  Frontiers  of  his  Neighbours,  began  to 
take  their  llrong  Places,  and  to  ravage  all  the  open 
Country.  In  vain  the  poor  People  oppofed  him,  hi3 
Army  was  vi6lorious  in  feveral  Actions,  tho'  not  with- 
out Lofs,  and  he  feemed  to  be  on  the  Point  of  com- 
pleatihg  his  Delign,  when  he  was  informed,  that  the 
Enemy  had  drawn  together  an  Army  fuperior  to  his  own, 
in  order  to  make  their  lalt  Effort  for  the  Prefervation  of 
their  Country.  Almadi  upon  this,  directed  his  Marclj 
towards  their  Camp,  and  in  a  few  Days  a  general  Bat- 
tle enfued,  which  for  many  Hours  was  fought  with 
great  Bravery  and  Refolution  on  both  Sides.  At  length 
the  Army  of  the  King  of  F?z  was  conftrained  to  re- 
tire, leaving  many  thoufand  dead  Bodies  on  the  Field  of 
Battle. 

Then  it  was  that  the  Soldiers  for  the  firfl  Time 
fhewed  a  Diflike  to  their  Prince's  Condud.  They  faid 
that  he  had  led  them  far  from  their  Families  to  perifh  in 
a  Foreign  War,  mecrly  to  gratify  his  Ambition  ;  that  if 
as  he  pretended,  he  h^d  undertaken  this  Expedition  by 
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the  Command  of  God,  they  fhould  have  been  mira- 
culouily  aflilled,  or  at  leaft  they  fhould  not  have  been 
beaten  ;  and  therefore  they  determined  to  compel  him 
to  retreat.  Almadi  having  Intelligence  of  this  mutinous 
Difpofition,  fent  for  a  few  of  the  Officers  on  whom  he 
could  depend,  and  having  laid  before  them  the  Reafons 
he  had  to  believe  that  the  Enemy  was  in  a  worfe  Con- 
dition than  they,  he  fhewed  them  the  Probability  there 
was  of  perfedling  the  Conqueft  of  this  Country,  if  the 
Courage  of  his  Soldiers  could  but  be  reftored ;  and  in  or- 
der to  this,  he  propofed  the  following  Expedient.  That 
thefe  Officers  fliould  in  the  dead  of  the  Night  go  and 
lay  themfelves  among  the  dead  Men,  from  whence  by 
the  King's  Orders  they  were  to  be  brought  off,  and  in- 
terred in  certain  Tombs  which  were  in  a  Village  hard 
hy^  and  in  which  fuch  Holes  were  made  as  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  furnifli  them  with  Air. 

This  Propofition  being  agreed  to,  and  carried  into 
Execution,  Jlmadt  allembled  other  Officers,  of  whofe 
Fidelity  he  doubted,  and  having  reproached  them  with 
■^ant  of  Loyalty,  and  the  injurious  Things  they  had 
faid  of  him  ;  he  exhorted  them  to  go  to  the  Tombs  of 
their  Companions,  and  after  recommending  themfelves 
to  Heaven  by  Prayer,  to  enquire  of  the  deceafed  Cap- 
tains, whether  the  Promifes  he  had  made  them  of  Fe- 
licity in  the  other  World,  were  not  accompliflied  to 
the  full.  Thefe  lafl  mentioned  Officers,  in  Purfuance 
of  the  King's  Inftru<5tions  went,  accompanied  with  a 
great  Company  of  Soldiers,  where  after  folemn  Prayer, 
they  were  furprized  to  hear  the  following  Speech  pro- 
nounced by  a  Ihrill  Voice  from  one  of  the  Tombs ; 
Fight  valiantly  my  Brethren  in  the  Caufe  of  God  and 
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■the  King,  fince  all  who  fall  therein  pafs  immediately  f# 
Paradife^  and  enjoy  all  Jhe  Blifs  promifsd  by  our  Pro- 
phet,  let  their  pajl  Life  he  ever  fo  wicked. 

The  Troops  infpired  with  new  Valour  retired  from 
the  Tombs,  and  having  encompafled  the  Tent  of  their 
Prince,  promifed  him  to  follow  him  chearfully  where- 
ever  he  pleafed  to  lead  them.  Almadi  thanked  them  in 
a  long  and  pious  Speech,  and  as  foon  as  he  had  dif- 
mifled  them,  went  with  a  few  Attendants  to  the  Tombs, 
where  he  caufed  all  the  Air  Holes  to  be  flopped  up, 
fuppofing  that  thofe  who  had  ferved  him  fo  faithfullj 
when  livingi  ought  not  to  refufe  to  die  for  him,  when 
that  alone  was  capable  of  furthering  his  Service.  This  I 
think  is  a  fufficient  Proof,  that  if  the  Moors  are  as  wicked 
as  our  Europeans^  they  are  likewife  as  capable  of  being 
wicked  to  fome  Purpofe,  if  the  Purpofes  of  the  Great 
deferve  that  Name. 

The  Arabs  in  Egypt  may  be  divided,  as  indeed  they 
may  be  every  where  into  two  ClalTes.  Such  as  live  in 
Towns,  and  who  differ  little  from  the  reft  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  fuch  as  live  altogether  in  the  Defarts,  and  arc 
properly  fpeaking  Bedoui  or  Arahi,  whom  we  call  Bedo- 
uins and  Arabs,  As  to  tliofe  whom  the  Turks  call 
Car  a  Arahi,  or  Black  Arabs,  they  are  properly  fpeaking 
no  Arabs  at  all,  for  by  this  Appellation  they  diftinguifh 
all  fuch  as  have  a  Dufkinefs  or  Darknefs  in  their  Com- 
plexion, fuch  as  the  Inhabitants  of  Abyjfinia,  Nubia, 
and  the  lower  Ethiopia,  Moft  Travellers  tell  us,  that 
the  Arabs  who  inhabit  Towns,  are  honefter  and  more 
civilized  than  the  wild  Arabs,  as  they  are  pleafed  to  call 
them,  upon  whom  they  beftow  all  the  villainous  Epi- 
thets that  a  heated  Imagination  can  fuggeft.    Yet  is  all 
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this  the  EfFedl  of  downright  Ignorance  -,  for  in  T riitfe 
thefe  civilized  jfrabs  are  fo  corrupted  by  living  among 
the  Tw^ks^  that  it  is  not  very  fafe  to  trult  them,  while 
on  the  other  Hand,  the  free  Jral^s  are  not  only  a  ge- 
nerous and  polite  People^  but  are  above  all  Things  re- 
markable for  keeping  their  Faith^  which  they  readily 
give  to  any  Stranger  who  trulls  them  on  his  own  Ac- 
cord, and  are  never  known  to  break  it. 

The  Reafon  why  moft  of  the  Franks  entertain  fuch 
wrong  Notions  of  thefe  People,  is  becaufe  they  will  not 
take  the  Pains,  or  as  they  call  it,  run  the  Hazard  of 
being  acquainted  with  them ;  they  are  pleafed  with  the 
Arabiam  in  Cities,  becaufe  they  have  a  franknefs,  and 
pleafanmefs  in  their  Tempers,  which  is  rarely  met  with 
in  the  Turks-,  they  are  prejudiced  againft  the  other 
Arahs^  by  feeing  them  frequently  brought  to  Calro^  and 
other  Places  for  robbing  on  the  Highway,  where  they 
are  conftantly  put  to  the  moft  cruel  Deaths,  which 
they  endure  with  what  appears  to  be  a  brutal  Obftina- 
cy.  All  Nations  like  all  private  Men  have  their  Faults, 
and  as  w^e  are  better  acquainted  with  our  Neighbour's 
Failings  than  with  our  own,  fo  the  Inhabitants  of  one 
Country  decry  another  on  Account  of  Cuftoms  they 
do  not  underftand.  Inftead  of  doing  this,  a  wife  Man 
makes  it  his  Bulinefs  to  enquire  narrowly  into  thofe 
Cuftoms ;  for  whatever  fome  People  may  think,  Sur- 
prize is  always  the  Child  of  Ignorance  5  if  we  know  lit- 
tle, we  are  apt  to  be  furprizcd  at  every  Thing  ;  but  in 
Proportion  as  our  Knowledge  encreafes,  this  Difpofitioa 
wears  off.  In  like  manner  young  Horfes  are  apt  to 
ftait,  but  when  they  have  been  compelled  by  the  Spur 
to  approach  the  Obj«a:s  of  th^ii'  Fear,  they  are  cured 
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of  this  Vice;  fo  much  more  judicious  are  we  in  ma- 
naging our  Horfes  than  our  Children.  But  to  return 
from  this  Digi'effion. 

As  the  Arabs  believe  themfelves  defcended  from  IJh^ 
maely  they  are  extremely  proud  of  their  Nobility,  look- 
ing down  with  Contempt  on  the  Turks^  v/hom  they 
regard  as  a  mixt  People,    and  confequently  of  mean 
Birth,  for  the  Purity   of  their  Families   is  with  them 
the  Ground  of  Nobility.     They  are  however  fo  modeft 
as  to  confels  that  they  are  not  able  to  trace  their  Genea- 
logies fo  high  as  this  Father  of  their  Race,  but  content 
themfelves  with  deriving  their  Families  from  fome  of  his 
DefcCTidants.     The  whole  Nation  is  divided  into  Tribes, 
and  thofe  again  are  fubdivided  into  Families,  each  of 
which  has  a  Chief.     Their  fole  Profeffion  is  Arms,  for 
they  think  it  beneath  them    to  exercife    any   manual 
Trades,    whereas  the  Sciences  they  exceedingly   afFe6l, 
cfpecially  Rhetorick  and  Poefy.     They  feldom  care  to 
come  into  Cities,tho'  fometimes  they  do  upon  the  publick 
Faith ;  for  the  Turks  and  they  live  in  continual  Holli- 
lities.     Thefe  People,  I  mean  the  Arahs^  look  upon  it 
as  a  Difgrace  to  die  in  their  Beds,  and   this  it  is  that 
makes  them  fo  fearlefs  in  their  Expeditions.      If  they 
are  made  Prifoners  they  fo  much  difdain  the    TurkSy 
that  they   will  not  vouchfafe  to  fpeak ;  but  fometimes 
when  they  come  to  fuffer  Death,  which  is  generally  the 
terrible  one  of  impaling,  they  converfe  with  each  other 
on  indiiFerent  Things,  and  fo  yield  up  their  Breath  with 
a  Conftancy,  of  which  it  is  impolTible  to  give  a  proper 
Defcription.     I  do  not  fay  that  this  Behaviour  is  right 
ox  commendable,  but  I  fay  it  is  Heroifm,  tho'  built  on  falfe 

Principles  ^  fgr  to  conferve  the  Abilities  of  the  Mind  in 
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tjie  midft  of  Misfortunes  and  Pains,  is  the  utmoft  EfFe6i 
of  human  Courage,  and  is  always  admirable,  let  its 
Caufe  be  what  it  will.  For  my  own  Part,  the  Cou- 
rage of  the  Jrabs  appears  more  Heroic  to  me,  than 
the  Courage  fhewn  by  Chriftians  ;  becaufe  the  Principles 
upon  which  Chriftians  a6l  are  plain  and  limple,  and 
provided  they  are  truly  Chriftians,  it  is  impoflible  that 
Death  fhould  alarm  them  much ;  whereas  the  Jrabs  are 
generally  governed  by  temporal  Motives,  which  one 
would  think  fhould  render  Life  dearer  to  them  than  they 
do.  But  Cuftom,  Example,  and  above  all  the  Exhor- 
tation of  their  Women,  who  place  all  the  Merit  of  a 
Man  in  his  Valour,  brings  them  into  fuch  a  ftubborn 
Habit  of  fupporting  Evil,  that  the  Patience  of  an  Jrab 
is  in  Pradice  a  great  deal  fuperior  to  th^  Patience  of  a 
Stoic  in  Theory. 

A  s  to  their  Perfons,  the  Jrabs  are  generally  middle 
fized  thin  Men,  their  Fe^.rres  regular,  thxjr  Prefence 
noble  and  majeftic,  extremely  nimble  in  their  Motions, 
and  the  compleateft  Horfemen  in  the  World.  In  their 
Tempers  they  are  generally  grave,  generous,  full  of 
Ambition,  amorous,  prone  to  the  occult  Sciences,  and 
fond  of  Poetry  to  excefs.  Magnificent  in  their  Habits 
where  they  have  it  in  their  Power,  but  frugal  beyond 
Belief  in  their  manner  of  living,  extremely  tender  of 
their  Children,  but  too  fevere  towards  their  Subjeds  and 
Slaves.  I  might  extend  this  Chara6ler  by  digreffing  in- 
to a  multitude  gf  other  Particulars,  but  I  chufe  rather 
to  paint  the  Jrabs  from  the  Life,  and  by  relating  Fad:s 
to  raife  an  Idea  nearer  Truth  than  any  Defcription  I 
can  make  would  ever  excite.  The  grand  Charaderi- 
ftick  of  the  Genius  of  the  Jrabiam  is  a  fubtile  Vivacity 
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bf  Mind,  of  which  the  following  Inftance  hath  fo 
charmed  the  oriental  Nations,  that  it  hath  been  made 
tiie  Subjefl  of  two  long  Poems,  and  indeed  it  is  ex- 
tremely well  chofen,  inafmuch  as  it  unfolds  exadly 
a  Terriper  otherwife  not  eafily  reprefented. 

Three  Arabs ^  Brethren  of  a  noble  Family,   who 
were  travelling  together  for  the  fake  of  improving  their 
Minds,  were  met  by  Accident  by  a  Camel  Driver,  who 
a&ed  them,  if  they  had  not  feen  a  Camel  which  had 
ftrayed  from  him  in  the  Night?  /i^<r  not  the  Camel 
blind  of  an  Eye  F  faid  the  eldeft  :  Tes,  faid  the  Man.  li 
had  a  Tooth  out  before,  faid  the  fecond :  It  is  very  true^ 
replyed  the  Man.  Was  it  not  a  little  lame  P  added  the 
third :  Why  really  it  ivas,  returned  the  Driver.  The  Ca- 
mel  Driver  took  it  for  granted  that  they  had  feen  it ; 
and  therefore  befought  them  to  tell  him  which  Way  it 
went.   Follow  us  Friend,  fair    ,hey  ;  the  Man  did  fo. 
He  had  not  gone  far  before  he  happened  to  fay,  that 
the  Camel  was  laden  with  Corn,  And  it  had,  added  the 
Arabians,  a  Veffel  of  Oil  on  one  Side,  and  a    Vefjel  of  . 
Honey  on  the  other :  It  had  fo,  faid  the  Man,  therefore 
let  me  conjure  you  to  tell  me  where  you  met  it.    Met  it^ 
replyed  the  eldeft  of  the  Brothers,   IVhy  we  never  faw 
your  Camel  at  all.     The  Man  loling  Patience  at  this, 
began  to  load  them  with  Reproaches,  and  as  they  were 
paffing  through  a  Village  raifed  the  People  upon  them, 
and  caufed  them  to  be  apprehended.     The  Judge  of^ 
the  Village  not  being  able  to  determine  the  Caufe,  fent 
^em  to  the  Prince  of  the   Country,   who   perceiving 
by  their  Behaviour  that  they  were  Perfons  of  Diftindlion, 
fet  them  at  Liberty,  lodged  them  in  his  Palace,  and 
treated  them  with  ail  the  Refpe^t  imaginable.    After 
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fbme  Days  were  over,  he  took  an  Opportunity  to  m- 
treat  them  to  clear  up  tlr's  Myftery,  by  explaining  to 
him  how  they  could  pofTibly  hit  upon  fo  many  Circum- 
flances  without  ever  having  feen  the  Camel.  The 
young  Men  fmiled  at  the  importunity  of  the  Prince, 
and  after  having  returned  him  abundance  of  Thanks  for 
the  Civilities  they  had  received ,  the  eldeft  of  them  fpoke 
thus:  *'  iVe  are  7tot  either  Deceivers  or  Necromancers^ 
*'  zve  never  faiv  the  Man^s  Carnel^  nor  did  we  ufe  any 
''  other  Injlruments  of  Divination  than  our  Senfes  and 
*'  our  Reafon.  I  for  my  Part  judged  it  was  Mind,  be* 
"  caufe  J  obferved  the  Grafs  eaten  on  one  fide  of  the 
''  Road^  and  not  on  the  other,  /,  faid  the  fecond, 
"^  gV-^fj^^d  it  had  loft  a  Tooth  before^  becaufe  where  thg 
"  Grafs  was  cropt  clofeji^  there  was  confiantly  a  little 
" .  Tuft  left  behind,  And  /,  added  the  third,  conceived  it 
*'  zvas  Lame^  becaufe  the  Prints  of  three  Feet  were  di- 
"  jUn5i  in  the  Roady  whereas  the  Imprejfion  of  the  fourth 
*'  was  blurred  i  whence  I  concluded,  that  the  Beajl^ 
•'.  dragged  it^  and  did  not  fet  it  to  the  Ground,  All 
''  this  I  apprehend^  faid  the  Prince,  but  how  in  the  Name 
"  of  Providence  could  you  difcover  that  Oil  and  Honey 
*'  made  apart  of  its  loading  ?  Why^  returned  the  Ara^ 
"  bianSy  we  guef'ed  this^  becaufe  on  o?ie  fide  of  the  Road 
<^  we  faw  little  Troops  of  Ants  ferriting  the  Grafs,  and 
*'  on  the  other  we  faw  the  Flies  ajfembled  here  and  thsre 
"  in  Groups,  infomuch  that  few  or  none  were  on  the 
"  TVing,^*  Whether  this  Story  be  true  or  falfe  matters 
not  much,  fmce  it  fo  exadly  exprefles  what  it  was 
meant  to  exprefs,  the  quick  and  deep  Penetration  of  the 
4ycibs, 


t  33P  1 

All  thefr  Sayings  are  iirongly  impregnated  with  this 
fort  of  Spirit  ;  but  it  requires  a  kind  of  Enthufiafm  to 
apprehend  the  force  of  them,  for  I  have  known  Euro^ 
peans  of  fo  phlegmatic  a  Temper,  as  to  fee  nothing 
ihining  in  their  brighteft  Sayings.  For  Example,  I 
heard  a  German  Monk  difpute  the  Elegance  of  the 
Arabian  Maxim,  That  in  God  is  the  file  Refuge  from 
God.  By  which  they  mean,  that  acquiefcing  in  his 
Will  is  the  fole  E.emedy  againft  thofe  Evils,  which 
through  the  Courfe  of  Providence  fall  upon  iis,  and 
hurt  us  only  by  our  Impatience,  lince  they  are  always 
intended  for  our  Good,  either  here  or  hereafter,  which 
if  we  underftood^  they  would  be  no  Evils  at  all. 

They  are  extremely  diffident  of  the  Turks ^  whom- 
they  look  upon  as  the  moll  perfidious  People  in  the 
World,  and  alledge  this  as  a  juft  Caufe  why  they  are 
continually  exercifing  their  People  in  Excurlions,  which 
very  Itrongly  refemble  Robberies.  During  the  Time  I 
^vas  in  the  upper  Egypt ^  I  had  the  following  Story^ 
from  the  Mouth  of  the  Bey^  who  tho'  the  Subje6l, 
was  yet  the  implacable  Enemy  of  the  Grand  Seignior, 
Hamef  Prince  of  Sait  w^as^  in  the  beginning  of  the  lix- 
teenth  Century,  the  moft  powerful  Lord  in  Egypt ^  and 
having  a  juft  Conception  of  the  Maxims  of  the  Turkijh 
Government,  fent  regularly  the  ftipulated  Tribute  to 
Cairo,  but  would  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  thither 
in  Perfon,  either  by  fair  Means  or  foul.  The  Exploits 
he  performed  with  great  Bodies  of  Horfe,  that  were  al- 
ways at  his  Command  againft  fuch  of  his  Neighbours  as 
jaftly  incurred  his  Refentment,  fpread  his  Fame  even  as 
far  as  Conjiantinople^  where  it  ^^^as  refolved,  that  he 
ihoiild   be  taken  off  by  fome  Means  or  other.   .The 
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Report  of  the  Bajfa  of  Cairo  demonftrated  that  this 
could  not  be  done  by  Force ;  and  therefore  it  was  made 
a  Handing  Inllrudlion  to  all  his  Succeflbrs,  to  allure  Ha- 
mei  to  Cairo^  and  there  to  fecure  his  Perfon  till  the  Sul- 
tan's Pleafure  fliould  be  farther  known.  Several  Years 
were  elapfed  before  this  could  be  brought  about.  At 
laft  Haffan  Bajfa^  a  Eunuch^  a  Man  of  great  Experi- 
ence and  Addrefs,  by  repeated  Allurances  of  his  Ma- 
iler's particular  Refpedl  and  Favour  towards  this  Prince, 
drew  him  to  Cairo^  attended  by  the  Bajfa's  Chiaja^  to 
do  him  the  greater  Honour.  As  they  entered  the  Su- 
burb Bulack^  they  faw  a  fine  gilded  Barge  in  the  Nile, 
on  Board  which  were  many  Chiaux  eating  and  drinking, 
who  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  Bey^  fent  one  of  their 
Company  to  invite  him  to  partake  of  their  Repaft. 
Hamet  alighting  from  his  Horfe,  went  on  Board  the 
Barge,  but  he  was  fcarce  fate  down  to  Meat,  before 
thofe  who  invited  him  feized  his  Arms  and  bound  him  ; 
however  before  they  could  flop  his  Mouth,  he  cryed 
out  to  his  People  on  Shore,  and  told  them  that  he  was 
betrayed.  The  Arahs  were  not  above  thirty  in  num- 
ber, yet  they  plunged  into  the  River  to  come  to  the  Af- 
iidance  of  their  Mafter.  The  Turks  immediately  iflued 
from  all  the  Pofls  where  they  lay  in  Ambufcade,  but 
not  Time  enough  to  prevent  the  Arabians  from  de- 
livering Hamet^  and  fetting  him  on  Horfeback.  They 
made  no  Doubt  of  retaking  him  when  he  came  on 
Shore ;  but  they  erred  even  in  this,  for  he  and  his  At- 
tendants charged  them  fo  brifkly,  that  tho'  they  were 
feven  hundred  in  number,  yet  the  Arabs  broke  through 
and  efcaped  into  the  Defart,  having  flain  fifty  lurks  in 
the  Action.    On   his  Return  to  Sak^  tiie  BaJJa  fent 
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to  compliment  him,  and  to  afTure  him  that  the  Attempt 
was  not  made  by  his  Order.  ,  Hamet  anfwered,  that 
he  readily  believed  it  was  not,  and  that  he  had  ftill  fo 
great  a  Confidence  in  the  Bajfa^  as  to  rely  upon  his 
Intereft  for  the  Remiffion  of  a  third  Part  of  his  Tribute, 
which  from  this  Time  forward  he  referred  for  his  own 
Ufe,  and  the  Turh  were  very  glad  he  exadted  no  dearer 
Satisfaction ;  becaufe  all  the  Arabs  in  Egypt  feemed  in- 
clined to  refent  the  Affront,  which  if  they  had  done, 
the  Bey  might  have  brought  a  hundred  thoufand  Horfe 
into  the  Field ;  but  he  revenged  himfelf  with  lefs  Ha- 
zard. 

Horses  are  the  great  Riches,  and  almoft  the  fole 
Inftruments  of  Power  which  thefe  Arab  Princes  polTefs^ 
Of  thefe  they  have  Numbers  in  their  Stables,  all  of 
them  of  great  Value,  and  I  was  going  to  fay,  of  great 
Quality  alfo.  The  Arabians  as  they  pique  themfelves 
on  their  own  Nobility,  fo  they  are  no  lefs  jealous  of  the 
Defcent  of  their  Horfes,  whofe  Genealogies  they  keep 
as  exadly  as  their  own ;  nor  is  a  Horfe  ever  parted  with 
without  giving  at  the  fame  Time  an  authentick  Certifi- 
cate of  his  Pedigree.  The  true  Arab  Courfers  are  not 
fo  beautiful  to  the  Eye  as  the  Horfes  bred  in  Egypt^  but 
they  are  ftronger,  and  of  more  Mettle.  However  the 
Egyptian  Horfes  are  very  ferviceable,  and  there  need 
not  be  either  for  Shew  or  Ufe  better  Cavalry  than  the  ■ 
Troops  in  this  Country,  if  the  Men  were  as  capable  of 
Difcipline  as  the  Horfes.  The  great  Excellency  of  the 
Arabs  lies  in  their  Retreats,  which  they  perform  with 
fuch  incredible  Speed,  and  pufh  their  Horfes  up  fuch 
Hills,  and  through  fuch  Woods  and  Morafles,  as  fets 
them  quickly  without  the  Reach  of  any  Enemy,  a^d 
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as  they  never  fly  through  Fear,  gives  them  an  Oppoifr 
tunity  of  confidering.  how  they  {hall  next  attack  the 
Enemy,  or  provide  for  their  fafe  Return  into  their  own 
Territories.  Their  Horfes  as  well  as  themfelves  bear 
not  only  Fatigue  but  Want  alfo,  with  incredible  Fortjr 
tude.  Next  to  their  Horfes,  dieir  Wealth  confills  in 
Camels,  which  they  make  Ufe  of  to  tranfport  their 
Women,  Children  and  Baggage,  from  Place  to  Place. 
Thefe  Creatures  too  are  wonderful  hardy,  infomuch, 
that  they  will  bear  five  Days  want  of  Water  very  well, 
as  the  Horfes  will  three.  To  enter  farther  into  the  Cu- 
iloms  and  Manners  of  the  Arabs,  would  carry  me  into 
too  long  a  Digreffion,  efpecially,  as  I  confider  them  only 
as  fettled  in  Egypt  -,  and  therefore  I  (hall  turn  froni 
them  to  the  Turks. 

In  order  to  have  a  diftin6l  Idea  of  the  Turks  fettled 
in  Egypt^  it  is  neceflary  to  divide  them  into  three  forts. 
The  firft  conlifts  of  fuch  Perfons  as  having  either  fufFer'd 
Difgrace  at  Court,  or  finding  themfelves  without  Im- 
ployment  on  the  Death  of  an  Emperor,  withdraw  them^ 
felves  into  this  Country  to  live  at  their  Jlafe.  Of  thefe 
there  are  a  confiderable  Number  who  enjoy  in  this  deli- 
cious Kingdom  all  the  Pleafures  which  Men  of  their  Dif- 
pofitions  afFe(5t  mofl,  fuch  as  rich  Habits,  fine  Houfes, 
a  great  number  of  Slaves,  and  above  all  a  Serail  well 
filled  with  Women.  What  is  moll  extraordinary  isi. 
the  number  of  Eunuchs  who  are  fettled  here,  who  in 
all  other  Refpeds  do  not  only  fupport  the  Dignity  of 
Men  once  eminent  in  Courts,  but  alfo  in  Women,  arp 
more  nice,  have  greater  Variety  of  MiftrelTes,  and  part 
more  freely  with  Money  for  handfome  Women,  than, 
any  other  Perfons  whatfoev^r ;  Fo^  this ,  J  have  heard 


[  343  ] 

no  good  Reafon  afHgned  ;  and  therefore  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  give  any,  much  lefs  my  own  Conje^lures,  which 
have  at  various  Times  been  fo  different  and  fo  unfatis" 
factory,  that  I  did  not  think  them  any  way  worthy  of 
Prefer  vation. 

The  fecond  fort  of  Turks  are  fuch  as  come  hither 
in  fome  fort  of  Office  or  other,  and  thefe  Lord  it  over 
all  the  reft  of  the  People,  with  a  Haughtinefs  mixt 
with  fuch  Meannefs  and  Avarice,  as  will  be  made  fuf» 
ficiently  apparent  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Egypt,  Thefe  fort  of  Folks  are  in  ge- 
neral very  rich;  for  having  it  in  their  Power  to  extort 
what  they  pleafe,  and  in  their  Will  not  to  leave  an  Jf- 
per  untaken  which  can  be  poflibly  got,  having  daily 
Prefents  from  fuch  as  need  their  Favour,  and  feizing 
too  frequently  on  the  Goods  of  fuch  as  want  Intereft  to 
fupport  them  againft  thefe  Violences,  we  may  eafily 
conceive,  that  while  the  rich  Commodities  of  this  noble 
Country  bring  into  it  immenfe  Sums  from  all  Quar= 
ters,  thefe  Men  have  a  very  large  Share. 

The  third  fort  of  Turks  are  the  Defcendants  of 
both  the  former  forts,  but  they  live  in  a  very  different 
manner;,  for  whereas  thofe  I  mentioned  before  enjoy 
Wealth  and  Authority  in  abundance,  thefe  feldom  ar- 
rive at  any  Share  of  either,  but  are  treated  with  Con- 
tempt as  Felacs  or  Natives,  only  they  are  allowed  to 
enter  into  the  Service,  where  they  remain  private  Men 
to  their  Lives  End,  fo  unfortunate  a  Thing  it  is  to 
be  born  in  that  Country,  wherein,  notvv'ithftanding,  the 
Turks  defire  moft  of  all  to  live. 

As  to    the  Manners  of  this   Nation,  they  are  far 
from  being  fo  amiable  as  fome  Chriitian  Writers  would 
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fcprefent  them  -,  Haughtinefs  and  Vanity  are  infepe* 
rable  from  their  Nature  j  proud  of  their  Dominion,  they 
look  down  with  Contempt  on  their  unhappy  Subjedts  j 
infolent  when  they  a6t  fi  om  the  Di<5lates  of  their  Heart, 
fupercilioully  courteous  when  they  have  it  in  view  to 
deceive  or  work  upon  a  Stranger,  oftentatioufly  fond  of 
their  Religion,  exadl  in  their  Obedience  to  fuch  Pre- 
cepts as  regard  exterior  Things,  but  feldom  very  cau- 
tious in  refped  to  A6lions  which  concern  their  Neigh- 
bours, either  in  their  Perfons  or  their  Properties  j  pro- 
fufe  in  Promifes  of  Friendfliip,  but  fparing  in  the  Per- 
formance of  them s  abandoned  to  Senfuality,  and  wholly 
devoted  to  Self-Intereft,  It  is  true,  that  fome  by  the 
Help  of  Learning  and  Converfation  get  the  better  of 
their  evil  Inclinations,  and  thereby  maintain  as  well  as 
acquire  the  Character  of  honefl  Men  -,  but  the  Chara6ler 
of  the  Nation  is  taken  from  the  many  not  from  the 
few,  and  therefore  it  is  fufficient  to  acknowledge  that  in 
this  as  well  as  in  other  general  Defcriptions,  we  muft 
fometimes  allow  of  Exceptions. 

A  s  to  the  Franis  or  European  Chiiftians  in  Egypt ^ 
they  are  for  the  moft  part  Englijh^  French^  or  Italians, 
Such  as  refide  conftantly,  are  under  the  Protection  of 
their  refpedive  Confulsj  and  fuch  as  come  meerly  to  fa- 
tisfy  their  Curiofity,  are  not  only  recommended  to  the 
Confuls,  but  generally  alfo  to  fome  particular  Mer- 
chant, that  they  may  be  the  more  at  theh-  Eafe,  and 
have  the  greater  leifure  to  purfue  the  Inquiries  they 
come  to  make,  As  to  the  Trade  of  Egypt^  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  at  prefent  carried  on,  the  Improve- 
ments of  which  it  is  capable,  and  efpecially  the  very 
great  ore  of  purcha/ing  JSaJi-India  Goods  by  Exchange 
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for  our  own  Commodities,  whereas  we  fend  Silver  to  the 
Indw ;  concerning  all  thefe  things  I  have  elfewhere  fpo- 
ken  at  large  j  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  throw  together 
feme  fcattered  Thoughts  on  the  Condudl  of  Europeans^ 
and  which  could  not  fo  properly  come  in,  in  another 
Place. 

I  have  always  obferved  that  the  Subjects  of  the  State 
of  Venice^  and  other  Italians^  manage  their  Affairs  more 
to  their  own  Profit,  and  much  more  to  their  Credit,  than 
the  other  Merchants  who  live  there,  though  the  latter 
have  in  many  Refpedts  the  Advantage  of   the  former,. 
Of   this  I  conceive  the   chief  Reafon  to  be  that  So- 
briety fo  natural  to  the  Natives  of  Italy ^  Vigilance,  Pe- 
netration and  Civility  5  for  all  thefe  Qualities  they  pollefs 
in  a  fupreme  Degree.     The  becoming  Gravity  of  their 
Behaviour  fuits  fo  well  the  affeded  Solemnity  of   the 
Turks^  that  they  look  upon  them  as  wifer  than  other 
Chriftians,    and  therefore  advife  with,  and  confide  in 
them  more  than  the  reft.     Their  conftant  Attention  to 
the  Bufinefsupon  which  they  come,  keeps  their  Affairs  in 
a  clearer  and   more  certain  Courfe,than  can  be  well 
imagined  by  thofe  who  have  not  feen  them.     The  Pains 
they  take  to  examine  more  curioufly,  the  Commodities  iii 
^hich  they  deal  and  the  Methods  of  Trade  and  Manufac- 
tures aniongft  the  Natives,  than  is  common  with  the 
Merchants  of  othisr  Countries,  gives  ihem  great  Supe- 
riority of  Judgment,  which  they  never  boafl  of,  though 
they  negledt  no  Occalion  of  ufing  it.     Their  Addrefs  is 
fo  courtly,  and  at  the  fame  Time  hath  fuch  an  Appear- 
ance of  Candour,  they  are  fo  nice  in  all  Things  which 
refpedt  good  Manners,  and  fo  pundual  in  all  Offices  of 
Friendfhip,    that  the  politeft  and  mofl  fenfible  of  the 
Famh  and  Engl\lh  (:onverfe  more  with  them  than  with 
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their  own  Countrymen.  To  fay  the  Truth,  we  have 
borrowed  from  the  Italians  all  that  we  know  of  Trade, 
as  our  Books  of  Account  teftify,  and  the  Terms  made 
ufe  of  by  the  Merchants  of  England,  Germany,  and 
Holland,  It  would  be  well  if  we  could  borrow  alfo  when 
we  go  abroad  their  Manners  and  their  Virtues  j  I  fay 
"nothing  of  their  Vices,  becaufe  thofe  we  are  apt  enough 
to  fteal,  and  by  affedling  their  Foibles  and  ill  Qualities, 
prejudice  our  Countrymen  again  ft  their  good  ones. 

The  Proteftants  take  little  Pains  to  propagate  their 
Religion  in  Mohammedan  Countries ;  and  as  to  the  Popifh 
Miilionaries,  whatever  they  may  pretend,  all  their  Efforts 
produce  but  little  Fruits;    for  which  I  pretend  not  to 
affign  the  Reafons,  only  I  think  it  would  contribute  to 
their  Succefs,  if  their  Priefts  did  not  meddle  with  tem- 
poral Concerns,  or  endeavour,  as  they  frequently  do,  to 
promote  other  Interefts  than  thofe  of  Religion  :   If  they 
%plied  themfelves  more  to  the  Learned,  than  they  com- 
monly do,  becaufe  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Ori- 
ental Countries  know  that  there  are  Philofophers  there,  as 
well  as  in  other  Parts  of  the  World ;  and  that  many  of 
thefe  far  from  being  prejudiced  againft  the  Chriftian  Reli- 
gion, are  ftrongly  inclined  in  its  Favour,  not  from  any 
exterior  Impreffions,  but  through  the  EfFeds  of  their 
own  Reading  and  Obiervation  :  If  they  infifted  more  on 
the  fundamental  Points  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  fuch 
as  the  Nature  of  Christ's  Miffion,  the  perfedl  and 
eternal  Reditude  of  the  Maxims  of  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
the  clear  Proofs  that  ftill  remain  of  thefe  Points  being  re? 
yealed  by  God,  the  fuperior  Purity  of  the  Gofpel-Mo- 
rality  to  that  of  the  Jewijh  and  Mohammedan  Syftem, 
the  perfect  Conformity  between  the  Doctrines  of  Christ 
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and  the  Di<5lat^.s  of  right  Reafon  -,  and  above  all,  the 
Peace,  Comfort,  and  TraquilUty  refulting  from  a  tife 
^  according  to  thefe  Rules.  If  the  lefe  important 
Matters,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  Difference  one  Chriftian 
Church  from  another,  were  never  mentioned,  it 
would  not.be  the  worfe.  And  as  to  Popifh  Doc- 
trines, they  ought  in  common  Prudence  notto  be  ta- 
ken notice  of  even  by  Papiils,  lince  they  fervc  only 
to  rivet  thefe  Mohammedans  in  their  old  Notions,  for  they 
will  not  be  brought  to  apprehend  -why  they  fliould  wor- 
fhip  the  Saints  of  other  Countries,  rather  than  their  own  . 
They  think  their  own  Fables  about  a  middle  State,  a^ 
worthy  of  Belief  as  the  Tales  they  hear  about  Purgatory. 
And  as  to  the  Authority  of  the  Pope,  they  are  frighted  at 
the  very  Apprehenlion  of  it,  believing  his  Claims  to  be 
much  the  fame  with  thofe  of  their  ancient  Caliphs,  on  a 
Title  far  lefs  clear.  But  of  thefe  Matters  enough  ;  let 
me  now  return  to  the  Hiftory  of  the  Mohammedan^  Na- 
tives of  this  Country,  their  Religion,  Government,  and 
Learning,  which  when  I  have  explained,  Ifhall  take  my 
Leave  of  them,  as  having  many  other  Subjedts  to  con- 
iider. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  barely  travelling  through- 
Countries  inhabited  by  Mohammedans,  fhould  render  a'; 
Man  perfectly  fkilFd  in  the  Theory  and  Pradice  of  their 
Religion ;  becaufe  we  fee  plainly  that  travelling  through' 
France  and  Italy,  doth  not  neceilarily  produce  any  compe- 
tent Knowledge  of  the  Se6ls,  Religious  Orders,  or  different 
Opinions  in  Religion  embraced  by  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe^ 
Countries.  I  fay  we  fee  that  bare  Travelling  produces^ 
nothing  like  this,  but  when  joined  with  Reading,  Obfer- 
yation,  and  Enquiry,  it  may.  Qn  this  Qround  I  prcfumc 
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to  fpeak  of  the  Religion  of  Mohammed^  having  not  only 
talked  of  it  with  thofe  who  profefled  it,  but  having  alfo 
read  the  Book  of  its  Author,  and  confidered  the  Drift  of 
his  Defign  as  impartially  as  I  believe  ever  any  Cbriftian 
did  5  and  on  this  Account  it  is  very  probable  that  what  I 
Ihall  fay  on  this  Subjed,  will  not  be  altogether  fo  recon- 
cileable  to  what  has  been  faid  about  it  already,  as  might 
be  expeded  ;  but  if  it  be  not  irreconcileable  with  Truth, 
differing  from  other  Men  will  not  give  me  much  Con- 
cern. 

W  E  are  told  by  Scharijlani^  a  very  eminent  Arabian 
Writer,  that  the  Angel  Gabriel  appeared  once  to  Mo- 
hammed in  the  Form  of  an  Arabian^  and  befought  him 
to  declare  in  few  Words  what  the  Precepts  were  of  that 
Religion  which  he  pretended  to  deliver  to  the  World ; 
to  which  Mohammed  anfwered  thus,  *'  It  confilts  in 
'^  confeffing  that  there  is  but  one  God,  and  in  owning 
^^  me  for  his  MefTenger  ;  in  fulfilling  punctually  the 
"  Precepts  relating  to  Prayer,  in  giving  Alms  in  falling 
*'  during  the  Month  of  Ramedan^  and,  if  it  may  be 
**  conveniently  done,  going  in  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca** 
It  mufl  be  acknowledged,  that  this  is  a  very  fuccind:, 
and  at  the  fame  time  a  very  exaft  Account  of  the  Reli- 
gion of  Mohammed,  The  Belief  of  the  firft  Propofition, 
and  paying  an  exa6t  Obedience  to  the  other  four  Pre- 
cepts, is  all  that  is  required  to  conftitute  a  good  Mufful- 
man ;  but  of  thefe  more  particularly. 

The  fole  Article  of  Faith  required  by  this  Religion 
is  believing  in  one  God  only,  and  that  Mohammed  is  his 
Mejfenger.  At  firft  Sight  there  feems  to  be  two  Propo- 
iitions  contained  in  this  Sentence,  viz.  that  there  is  one 
God,  and  that  Mohammed  is  his  Prophet,    The  Learn^. 
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td  among  the  Jrahs^  however,  will  not  fufFer  this  Dif- 
tindlion,  and  therefore  we  muft  hear  how  they  explain 
it.  God,  fay  they,  at  all  times  hath  prefer ved  to  him- 
felf  a  certain  Number  of  true  and  faithful  Servants,  who 
have  worfhipped  him  as  he  ought  to  be  worfhipped, 
whilft  the  reft  of  Mankind  walked  in  Darknefs,  and  a- 
dored  the  Chimera's  of  their  own  diftracled  Ima- 
ginations. The  Method  by  which  God  preferved  his  Be- 
loved in  the  true  Faith,  was  by  fending  them  from  Time 
to  Time, , Prophets  to  reveal  to  them  his  Will,  and  to 
expofe  fuch  Errors  as  might  by  degrees  creep  in  amongft 
them.  At  laft,  fay  they,  he  fent  Ifa_^  or  Jesus,  whom, 
as  I  have  elfe where  fhewn,  the  Mohainmedam  acknow- 
ledge to  have  been  above  all  Prophets,  who  taught  Men 
their  Duty  on  Earth,  and  on  what  Terms  they  might 
hope  to  enter  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  ;  but  in  Procels 
of  Time  the  Chriftians  fufFermg  themfelves  to  be  milled 
by  their  Dodtors,  and  giving  generally  into  the  Belief  of 
the  Trinity,  (of  which  by  the  way  the  Mohammedans 
have  very  abfurd  Ideas)  Mohammed  was  fent  to  revive 
the  true  Faith,  by  teaching,  that  there  is  but  one  God, 
unalterable^  and  tndivifihle  in  EJfence^  unhegotten^  and 
unbegetting.  Therefore,  fay  they,  believing  in  one  God„ 
and  that  Mohammed  is  his  MelTenger,  is  one  and  the  fame 
Propolition,  becaufe  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead  was  the 
Meflage  given  to  Mohammed^  or  in  other  Words,  the 
Caufe  of  his  Miffion. 

Herein  lies  the  great  Strength  of  this  Religion,  and, 
without  Queftion,  nothing  hath  fo  much  aiSfted  its  Pro- 
pagation as  the  great  Merit  which  its  Propagators  always 
take  to  themfelves  of  being  the  fole  Aflertors  of  the 
Unity  of  the  Godhead  y  whereas  the  Chriftians,  according 
tQ  them,  give  him  for  Partnsn  in  Power,  I  ufe  their 
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own  Expreilion,  the  Son  and  the  Virgin  Mafy^  for  this 
is  their  general  Notion  of  the  Trinity.  It  muft  be 
owned,  that  they  have  made  a  very  good  Ufe  of 
their  obllinate  Ignorance  as  to  the  Principles  of  other 
People's  Religion*  They  alledge^  that  the  Magians 
worfhip  the  Fire,  and  that  the  Zabians  adore  the  Stars  ; 
though  neither  of  thefe  Nations  do  fo,  nor  ever  did,  in 
the  Senfe  the  Mohammedans  underftand  this  Pofition. 
But  as  thefe  are  Foils  which  make  their  own  Faith  fliine 
the  brighter,  they  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be  taken  away# 
but  treat  Jeivs^  Chriflians^  and  Perfees^  with  the  com- 
mon Title  of  Infidel^  though  they  all  worfhip  one  God^ 
as  well  as  the  Difciples  of  Mohammed, 

The  Notions  we  have  in  Europe^  that  this  Man  Was 
of  mean  Origin,  void  of  Literature,  and  of  grofs  Un» 
derftanding,  are  utterly  void  of  Foundation.  The  ^- 
rabs,  as  I  have  elfewhere  faid,  are  divided  into  Tribes  5 
fome  more,  fome  lefs  noble,  according  to  their  Anti- 
quity. Now  Mohammed  fprung  from  the  Coraijhites, 
the  moft  noble  of  them  alL  That  his  Circumftances  were 
mean  is  true  ;  but  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
Arabian  Hiilory  know  that  this  was  not  Matter  of  Re- 
proach in  the  Times  in  which  he  lived  ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  fupporting  of  Poverty  was  with  them  a  Mark  of 
Magnanimity  ;  and  the  two  firft  Caliphs  lived  as  poorly 
in  all  Refpefts  as  Mohammed  himfelf,  though  they  com- 
manded vaft  Armies,  and  were  Lords  of  great  Provin- 
ces. As  to  his  GeniuSj  it  was  indifputable,  vaft  and 
enterprifing  ;  and  he  was  fo  far  from  being  a  rude  and 
artlefs  Perfon,  that  he  was  a  Man  of  great  Addrefs,  and 
one  of  the  moft  powerful  Speakers  of  his  Time.  It  is 
trucy  that  he  calls  himfdf  ^fimple^  01  idiot  Prophet,  and 
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that  his  Followers  infill  much  upon  this,  but  to  what 
Purpofe  ?  Why,  that  they  may  make  his  mighty  Gifts 
the  pure  Effeds  of  Infpiration.  But  if  this  ferves  their 
Purpofe,  and  they  therefore  make  it  an  Article  of  their 
Faith,  how  are  we  obliged  to  believe  it  too?  Or  why. 
fhould  we  not  rather  fay  that  Mohammed  having  great 
natural  and  acquired  Abilities,  applied  thefe  to  the  fra- 
ming of  that  Syftem  which  he  impofed  upon  his  lefs  in- 
telligent Countrymen  for  a  divine  Revelation  ?  Sure  I 
am,  that  this  is  a  more  rational  Account  of  the  Matter 
than  that  which  is  ufually  given,  nor  can  I  be  brought 
to  believe  that  the  Strudure  or  Succefs  of  his  Scheme  is^ 
fo.  very  aftonifhing  as  we  generally  conceive  it. 

For  firft,  as  to  the  Materials  from  which  his  Syflem 
was  compofed,  they  were  eafily  colledled  by  a  Perfon 
who  had  fpent  his  junior  Years  as  Mohammed  had  done, 
in  travelling  and  converfing  with  ^- all  Sorts  and  Degrees 
of  People,  He  had  by  this  Means  the  beft  Opportunity  in 
the  World  for  enquiring  without  the  Caufe  of  his  En* 
quiry's  being  guefled  at.     Strangers  are  naturally  inquifi^ 
tive,  and  no-body  fufpeds  that  a  Stranger  will  turn  Pro- 
phet s  he  might  therefore  profecute  with  Eafe  whatever 
Pifcoveries  he  delired  to  make  among  the  Arabians^  Per^ 
fians^  and  Greeks ^  with  all  of  whom  it  is  known  that  he 
had  an  intimate  Correfpondence.     But  if  he  had  not,  he 
might  have  had  all  he  knew  from  the  Arabians  only  ; 
lince  at  the  Time  he  fet  himfelf  up  for  a  Prophet,  fome 
of  the  Tribes  of  that  Nation  were  of  the  Jewijh^  fome 
of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  but  Hereticks  3  fome  of  the 
Per/tan  or  Magian  Faith^  and  others  Gentiles,     Out  oi 
all  thefe  Syftems  he  might  and  did  collect  the  Subftance 
Qi  his  own.    Circumcilion  waa  a  Rite  univerfally  ufed 
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"in  AraVia  \  this  therefore  he  retained.  AH  the  hiftoficai 
Part  of  the  Old  Teftament,  which  came  to  his  Know- 
ledge, he  digefted  into  his  own  Book,  and  thereby  de- 
clared it  facred  in  his  Opinion  :  Of  Christ  he  fpoke 
refpe6lfbily,  but  in  the  Language  of  a  Photinian  :  And  as 
to  the  Ceremonies  which  he  eftablifhed,  either  by  his  Wri- 
ting or  Pra6lice,  they  were  conformable  enough  to 
thofe  ufed  by  the  Perfians^  and  Gentites^  efpecially  thofe 
who  worfliipped  at  Mecca,  So  much  for  the  Matter  of 
his  Religion. 

Now  as  to  the  Manner  in  which  he  publifhed,  and  by 
which  he  propagated  it :  It  was  fo  far  from  being  with- 
out Example,  that  -he  had  a  rery  recent  one^  viz*  that 
of  Mazdek^  the  Per/tan  Impoftor,  who  either  lired  in^ 
or  but  a  very  little  before  his  Time.  This  Man,  by 
brewing  together  Magiifm^  Manicheifm^  and  Lihertin- 
ifm^  produced  an  excellent  new  Religion,  the  Purity  of 
which,  amongft  other  Things,  confifted  in  an  abfolute 
Community  of  Women,  and  an  equal  Diftribution  of 
EfFedls.  This  Prophet  had  not  only  the  good  Luck  to 
find  a  Multitude  of  Followers,  but  alfo  to  miflead  the 
King  of  Perfia^  and  in  a  few  Years  made  greater  Strides 
than  Mohammed  did  in  all  his  Life.  This  Fellow  too 
was  but  a  Copyift  after  Manes,  the  famous  Heretick, 
and  therefore  why  Mohammed,  who  lived  under  the  fam« 
King  who  put  Mazdek  to  Death,  fhould  be  held  fo 
potent  in  Invention,  for  playing  his  Tricks  over  again, 
I  profefs  I  cannot  apprehend ;  nor  do  I  fee  any  thing  in- 
credible or  unaccountable  in  what  he  performed,  much 
Jefs  in  what  was  performed  by  his  Succeflbrs.  For  if  he 
was  a  Hypocrite,  They  were  but  Enthufiafts ;  and  that 
foch  Men  at  the  Head  of  many  Thoufands  like  them- 
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felves  fhould  be  too  hard  for  other  People,  is  no  flranger 
than  that  Madmen  fhould  be  too  hard  for  Folks  in  their 
Senfes,  becaufe  the  latter  can  never  fufpe<5l  to  what 
Lengths  the  former  will  go.  Thus  I  am  come  back  to  the 
Point  from  whence  I  fet  out  -,  for  it  is  certain  that  the 
Secret  of  Mohammed  lay  in  perfuading  his  Followers, 
that  they  were  the  true  and  only  Worfhippers  of  the 
Almighty,  and  confequently  all  the  reft  of  Mankind  his 
Enemies  as  well  as  theirs  ;  the  fitteft  Dodlrine  imagin- 
able for  a  Man  who  meant  to  argue  as  he  did  by  the 
Sword,  and  to  purchafe  Dominion  in  Right  of  Grace, 

Previous  to  my  Explication  of  the  reft  of  the  Pre- 
cepts, I  muft  fpeak  of  Wafhings,  or  Ablutions,  which 
fome  call  the  firft  of  the  five  Points  which  conftitute  a 
MuJJulman  ;  yet  I  think  improperly,  becaufe  they  were 
not  fuperinduced  by  Mohaminedy  but  were  pradifed  by 
his  Countrymen  long  before  his  Time.  Thefe  Wafh- 
ings are  of  three  Sorts,  the  firft  preparatory  to  their 
Prayers,  which  is  called  Ahdeji^  v»^hich  I  have  Reafon  to 
think  is  an  old  Perfic  Word,  and  that  the  Ceremonies 
they  ufe  on  this  Occafion  were  originally  borrowed  from 
the  Per  fees.  However,  be  that  as  it  will,  their  Method 
of  performing  them  is  this,  They  lirft  wafli  their  Hands 
and  Arms,  then  the  Neck,  the  Forehead,  the  Crown  of 
the  Head,  the  Ears^  the  Teeth,  the  Face,  under  the 
Nofe,  and  their  Feet  \  but  if  either  the  Place  or  the 
Weather  permit  not  this  without  great  Inconveniency, 
then  they  content  themfelves  with  making  a  Semblance 
of  doing  fo.  The  fecond  Sort  of  Ablution  is  that  per- 
formed after  a  Man  hath  converfed  with  a  Woman  \  and 
this  is  no  more  than  Bathing,  called  Gufur.  The  third 
kind  of  Ablution  is  called  Taharet,  and  is  performed  be- 
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fore  Eating  and  after  Evacuation.  In  all  thefe  they  are 
very  drift,  feldom  if  ever  neglecting  them  where  it  is 
poflible  for  them  to  be  performed. 

A  s  to  their  ilated  Prayers,   they  are  performed  five 
Times  in  twenty-four  Hours.     The  firft  Time  of  Pray- 
ing is  between  Day-break  and  Sun-rife.     The  fecond  at 
Noon.     The  third  at  the  middle  Hour,  between  Noon 
and  Sun-fet.     The  fourth  at  Sun-fet.     And  the  fifth,  an 
Hour  and  a  half  in  the  Night.     They  ufe  abundance  of 
Geftures  in  their  Devotions,  and  are  fo  very  fervent  in 
them,  that  if  a  Fire  fhould  break  out  in  the  Room, 
they  will  not  break  off.     They  are  not  tyed  to  exafl 
Forms  of  Prayer,    though  the  Heads   or  Subltance  of 
their  Prayers  are  fettled,  and  the  People  in  general  ufe 
Forms.     One  Thing  is  remarkable,  that  in  the  Grand- 
Signior's  Dominions  they  not  only  pray  for  his  Health 
and  Profperity,  but  alfo  that  God   would  be  pleafed  to 
ferfd  a  Spirit  of  Difcord  and  Diilenfion  among  his  Ene- 
mies, to  which  they  attribute  all  the  Difienfions  and 
Wars  amongll  the  Chriftians,  which  it  muft  be  allowed 
are  agreeable  to,  though  to  be  fure  they  are  not  efFeifled 
by  their  Petitions.     They  are  fo  precife  in  this  Article  of 
Prayer,  that  if  by  any  Accident  they  are  dilturbed  there- 
in fo  far  as  to  wander  in  their  Thoughts,    they  begin 
again,  fuppofmg   that  the  fmalleft  Abfence  of  Mind  a- 
brogates  all  the  Petitions  they  have  made.     Hence  fnee- 
zing,.  or  rubbing  the  Hand  or  the  Neck  where  a  Flea  has 
bit,  or  turning  the  Head  on  a  fudden  Noife,  vacates  the 
I^ayers  that  have  been  faid  before,  and  the  Perfon  to 
whom  fuch  an  Accident  has  happened  is  obliged  to  begin 
again.     They  are  no  lefs  exaft:  as  to  the  Time  of  pray- 
ing, for  wherever  they  are,  in  tJie  Street^  in  the  Market,- 
"    ■  or 
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or  on  the  Road,  they  Hop  to  offer  their  Devotions,  and 
omit  none  of  the  Ceremonies  ufual  in  Praying  on  Ac- 
count of  their  being  in  a  Publick  Place. 

The    third  Point  is  Jlms^  which  they  call  Zacah^  a 
Word  derived  from  a  Verb,  fignifying  to  purify,  becaufe, 
according  to  their  Notion,  a  Man's  Subllance  is  purified 
by  giving  Alms  out  of  it  to  the  Poor.    There  is  nothing 
of  vvhich  we  have  fo  indefinite  a  Notion  as  of  the  Mea- 
fure  or  Proportion  by  which,  according  to  their  Law, 
the  Mohammedans  are  obliged  to  give  Alms.     Some  of 
our  Writers  fpeak  of  a  tenth,  others  fay  a  hundredth 
Part.     The  Truth  is,  that  they  are  commanded  to  give 
different  Porportions  of  different  Sorts  of  Goods,   and 
are  over  and  above  charged  to  regard  no  Bounds  in  their 
Liberalities  to  the  Poor.     Hence  it  com;es  to  pafs,  that 
many  give  the  Third  of  what  they  are  worth  ;  many  a 
Fourth  3  fomehave  given  half  of  whatthey  were  worth, 
once  in  their  Life-time  \  and  there  have  been  Inflances 
of  Men  who  have  given  all  their  Fortunes  to  the  Poor, 
and  Hv'd  ever  after  upon  Alms  therafelves.     To  fay  the 
Truth,  there  are  no  People  in  the  World  among  whom 
Poverty  is  fo  honourable  as  among  the  Mdhammedans^ 
who  have  a  common  Saying,  That  the  Fear  of  JVant  is 
c  Mark  of  the  Judg7nent  of  GoD.     They  likewife  fay 
of  a  Perfon  who  makes  a  voluntary  Profefnon  of  Pover- 
ty, that  as  he  poflelTes  nothing,  he  is  pofleiTed  by  nothing, 
by  which  they  mean  to  fuggell,  that  in  the  midil  of  his 
Poverty  he  is  Matter  of  the  World,  by  reafon  of  that 
Detachment  from  carnal  Defires  which  he  enjoys  by  Vir- 
tue of  his  ProfelTion,  which  Defires,  in  their  Opinion, 
make  all  other  Men  Slaves. 
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.  The  fourth  Point  is  the  keeping  the  Faftof  Ramme" 
dan.  This  is  no  more  than  the  Name  of  the  ninth 
Month  of  the  Arab  Tear,  Anciently  this  always  fell  in 
Summer,  but  now,  fince  the  Arab  Tear  is  become  per- 
itStly  lunar,  it  fhifts  and  varies,  and  falls  out  in  all  Sea- 
fons.  The  Rule  in  Falling  is  this :  A  Believer  muft 
not  eat,  drink,  or  converfe  with  his  Wife  from  the  Time 
that  the  Sun  rifes,  till  fuch  Time  as  the  Stars  appear,  or 
the  Lamps  are  hung  out  upon  the  Mofques,  which  is 
done  during  this  Month,  that  the  People  may  the  better 
know  when  to  take  their  Repalls.  Of  fuch  indifpenfi- 
ble  Obligation  is  this  Command  held,  that  if  a  Man 
fhould  openly  break  it,  he  would  be  punifhed  with  Death ; 
neither  are  Travellers,  lick  or  wounded  Perfons,  exempt 
therefrom ;  but  in  cafe  their  NecefTities  oblige  them  to 
€at  within  that  Month,  then  they  are  obliged  to  fail  an- 
other entire  Month  in  the  Year  to  attone  for  it.  Yet  as 
there  are  among  the  Mohammedans^  as  well  as  amongft 
Chriftians,  very  many  who  defire  to  avoid  fuch  rigorous 
Reftraints,  they  have  found  an  eafy  Method  of  doing  it 
without  violating  the  Letter,  and  thereby  expofing  them- 
feives  to  the  fecular  Arm.  They  eat  and  drink  plenti- 
fully in  the  Night,  and  divert  themfelves  therein  every 
other  Way,  going  to  bed  as  the  Morning  draws  on,  and 
keeping  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Day.  This  is  a  Turkijh 
Invention,  and  exceedingly  abhorr'd  by  the  fober  Part  of 
thofe  who  profefs  the  Religion  of  Mohammed. 

The  fifth  Point,  requifite  to  conftitute  a  true  Belie- 
ver, according  to  the  Dodrine  of  their  Prophet,  is  the 
FUgrimage  10  Mecca ^  which  every  Man  who  is  free,  and 
hath  fufficient  Ability,  that  is  in  refpe<5t  to  Riches,  is 
commanded  to  undertake  once  in  his  Life.    It  is  eafy 
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enough  to  account  for  this  Injundion,  which  certainly 
had  no  other  than  thefe  two  Motives.  Firft,  the  Love 
whfch  Mohajnmed  bore  to  the  Place  of  his  Birth.  And 
Secondly,  the  Delire  he  had  to  gratify  his  Countrymen 
the  Arabians  in  their  extraordinary  Fondnefs  for  the 
Square  Temple  at  Mecca,  This  holy  Place,  which  the 
jirabs  call  Cabah,  was  certainly  a  very  antient  Stru6lure, 
and  had  ferved  for  the  chief  Place  of  Worfhip  for  all  the 
feveral  Religions,  or  rather  Superftitions,  which  in  a 
long  Succeffion  of  Ages  had  been  embraced  by  this 
Nation  ;  in  the  Infide  thereof  there  was  a  black  Stone^ 
and  tzvo  Golden  Images,  which  were  prefented,  as  fome 
Writers  fay,  by  a  King  of  Perfia,  and  as  others  fay, 
by  an  Arab  Prince.  Thefe  were  both  Objeds  of  high 
Veneration,  tho'  I  dare  not  fay  of  idolatrous  Worihip, 
becaufe  it  is  with  me  a  great  Doubt,  whether  ever  thefe 
Eajtern  People  were,  in  the  proper  Senfe  of  the  Word, 
Idolaters  3  for  if  they  worfhipp'd  the  heavenly  Bodies,  or 
any  Telefmetick  Images,  as  Reprefentations  of  the  fu- 
preme  God  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  then  I  am  afraid  we 
mull  exempt  them  from  the  Imputation  of  Idolatry^  or 
extend  that  Term  fo  as  to  take  in  fome  who  look  upon 
themfelves  to  be  the  only  good  Chriftians. 

The  Mohammedans  tell  us  a  very  notable  Story  con- 
cerning the  Building,  Confecration,  and  Hoiinefs  of  this 
fame  Temple.  In  the  firft  Place,  they  are  politive  that 
Hagar  was  not  the  Concubine,  but  the  Wife  of  Abra- 
ham^ and  dearly  beloved  by  him  :  They  acknowledge, 
however,  her  Flight  into  the  Defert,  with  her  Son  Ifi- 
mael ;  and  they  affirm,  that  it  was  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  Micca  they  fixed  themfelves  -after  their  Flight.    Here 
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Abraham  eame  to  vifit  his  Son  ;  and  that  he  might  have 
an  Oratory  wherein  to  offer  his  Prayers  to  God,  he 
counfelled  him  to  build  thi3  Square  Temple,  and  affifted 
him  in  the  Work.  It  was  as  it  ftill  is,  a  very  rude  and 
contemptible  Strudlure,  Handing  due  Eaft  and  Weft. 
And  though  it  is  called  a  Square,  yet  its  Length  is  four 
and  twenty  Ells,  and  its  Breadth  from  North  to  South 
but  twenty-three.  In  this  Temple  Abraham  placed  the 
myfterious  black  Stone  whereon  it  is  faid  he  found  Hagar 
fitting  when  he  firfl  embraced  her  ;  and  having  efta- 
blifned  his  eldeft  S.on  Ifimael  in  the  firm  Pofieffion  of 
Arabia^  fixed  this  Place  for  the  Worfliip  of  the  true 
God,  whence,  fay  they,  it  came  to  be  reverenced  by 
the  Dependants  of  IJImiael^  and  to  be  held  the  moll  no- 
ble and  valuable  Part  of  their  PoliefTions. 

In  Proccfs  of  Time,  however,  they  were  deprived  of 
it,  and  it  pafied  into  the  Hands  of  another  Tribe.    The 
JJhmaelltes  kept  up  their  Claim,  and  at  lall,  by  Force, 
re-acquired   the  Protedion  of  this  holy  Place.      The 
Enemy,  however,  carried  off  the  black  Stone  and  Gol- 
den Images,    and  threw  them  into  the  Pit  Zemzejit, 
W'here  they  remained  for  a  long  Series  of  Ages,  but  at 
laft  were  difcovered  by  the  Grandfather  of  Mohammed^ 
who  had  for  that  Purpofe  an  exprefs  Revelation  from 
Heaven,  as  he  very  pofitively  affirmed  ;  fo  that  Moham^ 
med  was  not  the  firfl  of  his  Family  who  took  upon  him 
the  Charadler    of   a  Prophet.     The   Religion  of  the 
Arabs ^  when  Mohammed  attempted  to  fet  up  himfelf  for 
a  Perfon  divinely  infpired  was  Deifm  corrupted,  that  i?, 
mingled  with  heathenifli   and  Pagan  Rites,   of  which, 
however,    the  Cabah  was   the    Centre.     Thither  the 
People  reforted  to  worfhip,  and  there  tliey  did  Worfliip 
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with  great  Formality,  and  with  Abundance  of  Oilen- 
tatious  Ceremonies,  moft  of  which  Mohammed  preier- 
ved,  and  brought  into  his  Religion,  obliging  the  People 
who  profefled  it  not  only  to  this  Pilgrimage,  but  alfb  to 
turn  their  Faces  towards  it,  that  is,  towards  the  Point 
of  the  Compafs  regarding  it,  as  often  as  they  pray'd,  in 
what  Part  of  the  World  foever  they  were.  This  Ho- 
nour was  by  no  Means  of  Mohammed's  Invention,  but 
taken  from  the  Pradlice  of  the  Jews  and  Perfians^  w^ho 
were  wont  to  turn  their  Faces  when  they  wcrihipped, 
the  one  to  the  Eajl^  and  the  other  to  the  Weft^  which 
Ceremony  is  in  Arahick  ftiled.  Ah  Keblah,  and  is  one 
of  the  main  Points  of  Diftinclion  in  the  Religions  of  the 
Eaji,  Thus  much  for  the  Reafons  inducing  Mohammed 
to  ftamp  fuch  extraordinary  Marks  of  Refped  on  the 
City  and  Temple  of  Mecca, 

Le'T  us  now  return  to  the  Pilgrimage,  w^hich,  as  an 
eflential  Point  of  their  Religion,  is  pundually  comply'd 
with  by  the  Mohammedans  of  Afia  and  Africk.  Such  as 
come  from  the  middle  Provinces  of  the  Grand  Signior's 
Dominions,  allemble  at  Damuifcus,  the  Perfian  Pilgrims 
at  Babylon  -,  thofe  from  Africky  at  Cairo,  They  draw> 
however.  All  into  one  Body,  on  a  certain  Mountain 
near  that  City,  to  which  they  go  in  folemn  ProcefTion, 
leaving  behind  them  their  Chriftian  Slaves,  left  they 
fhould  polute  this  Holy  Place. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  other  Things,  the  wifer  Mohamm.edam  have  No- 
tions far  enough  removed  from  thofe  of  the  People  ;  for 
Inltance,  though  they  look  upon  the  Pilgrimage  to  Mecca 
as  a  Point  of  indifpenfible  Neceffity,  yet  they  Hick  not 
|o  fpiritualizQ  \^  and  to  affirm,  their  Prophet  inllituted 
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it,  to  put  them  in  mind,  that  Life  itfelf  is  but  a  Pilgri- 
mage, wherein  we  ought  always  to  have  our  immortal 
State  in  View,  which  they  conceive  to  be  figured  by  the 
Holy  Temple  at  Mecca^  and  therefore  they  do  not  placs 
the  Efficacy  of  this  Pilgrimage  in  barely  travelling  fo  far, 
in  kifling  as  they  are  wont  to  do  the  black  Stone,  or  in 
performing  the  other  Ceremonies  annexed  to  that  A61  of 
Devotion,  but  in  performing  all  this  with  a  right  Mind, 
that  is,  with  a  penitent  Heart,  and  a  juft  Senfe  of  the 
Contemptiblenefs  of  carnal  Things,  compared  with  thofe 
fpiritual  and  eternal.  Thus  I  finifh  my  Commentary 
on  the  five  Points  of  the  Law  of  Mohammed^  which  I 
hope  fufficiently  demonllrates  that  they  are  not  either  fo 
crude  and  fo  abfurd  as  fome  Men  would  make  them,  or 
fo  politick,  fo  refined,  fo  perfedly  of  the  Prophet's  In- 
vention as  they  are  made  to  be  by  others,  but  of  a 
mixt  Nature,  and  fuch  as  a  wife  Man  will  behold  with- 
out Contempt  or  Admiration. 

I  HAVE  heard  it  ofren  alledged,  both  in  England  and 
in  Italy^  that  the  Mohammedam  were  more  united  in 
their  Sentiments,  and  more  conftant  in  the  ProfefTion 
•of  their  Faith  than  Chriflians;  but  this  I  am  very  con- 
fident is  faid  without  the  leaft  Foundation.  I  cannot 
indeed  affirm,  that  the  Controveriies  among  them  are 
more  in  Number  than  amongll  us  \  but  I  can  truly  fay, 
that  I  believe  it  impoffible  to  compute  the  Number  of 
Controverfies  amongfl  either.  In  all  Revealed  Religion 
there  are  many  things  hard  to  be  underflood  ;  and  in- 
deed there  mull  be  fo,  for  if  they  were  felf-evident, 
they  could  not  be  the  Subjed  of  Divine  Revelation  ; 
and  thefe  Points  are  alike  Grounds  of  Debate  amongft 
Mohammedans  as  well  as  Chnjlians,    For  example,  the 
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Queftions  relating  to  Predejlination  and  free  Grace  have 
been  agitated  among  the  Arab  Do6lors5  with  as  much 
Heat  and  Vehemence  as  ever  they  were  in  Chrijiendom. 
If  we  have  Pietifls^  or  Profellbrs  of  myftical  Divinity, 
fo  have  they;  nor  have  there  been  wanting  Mohamme^ 
dan  fakers,  who  fuppofing  themfelves  above  all  Or- 
dinances, have  a6led  according  to  the  Didlates  of  what 
they  call  the  Spirit,  and  have  been  looked  upon  by  Men  of 
Underftanding,  as  a  fort  of  grave  Infidels. 

Many  of  the  bell  Perfian  and  Jrahian  Poets  have  been 
fufpeded  of  Chriftianifm^  and  many  more  of  Atheifm ; 
but  the  common  Name  for  impious  Perfons  is  Zendiky 
which  I  take  it  ftridlly  belongs  to  thofe  who  aflert  the 
Eternity  of  the  World,  and  are  properly  fpeaking  Ma- 
terialifls  or  Naturalifts.  Such  as  exclude  all  Ideas  of 
fpiritual  Subftance,  and  conceive  that  all  Beings  whatfo- 
ever  hay^  an  innate  Power  of  producing  v/hat  we  fee 
them  produce,  i^athout  deriving  it  from  any  other. 
Tho'  there  are  mat.y  who  are  fecretly  in  thefe  Senti- 
ments, yet  there  are  a  very  few  only,  who  either  pri- 
vately or  publickly  acknowledge  any  Thing  like  them. 
The  Reafon  is,  becaufe  the  Government  would  fpeedily 
take  Notice  of  it ;  for  the  Turks  judge  rightly,  that 
fuch  Men  as  are  loofe  in  Principles  of  Religion,  are  not 
fad  Friends  or  good  Subjects  to  any  Government 
whatever.  Among  the  Arabs  a  fort  of  enthuiiallic  Piety 
prevails,  and  thofe  who  are  perfecftly  acquainted  with 
their  Language,  are  extremely  edified  with  this  Spirit 
and  Fervour  of  their  Devotions.  But  the  moft  ra- 
tional Books  of  Devotion  have  been  written  by  Peifi- 
ans  who  have  a  more  calm  and  courtly  Stile,  and  lefs 
©f  that  ecltatic  Rapture  which  is  fo  produdive  of  Obfcu- 
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rity.  Gn  the  whole,  tho*  the  Religion  of  Mohammed 
rather  declines  than  increafes,  yet  it  ftill  poflelTes  the  bell 
Part  of  the  habitable  World,  under  the  four  great  Em- 
pires of  the  Grand  Seignior^  the  Shah  of  Perfia^  the 
Great  Mogul ,  and  the  Emperor  of  Morocco^  belides  the 
numberlefs  petty  Princes  in  Jrabiay  the  Eaji-hidies, 
and  the  inland  Parts  of  Africa,  I  have  now  fulfilled 
all  that  I  propofed  to  myfelf  to  fay  on  the  Head  of  Re- 
ligion, and  fhall  turn  next  to  the  Government  of  j£'^;'/f, 
efpecially  as  it  ftands  at  this  Day. 

I  HAD  fome  Thoughts  of  writing  a  fuccindl  Hiflory 
of  the  fuccellive  Changes  in  Government  which  have 
happened  in  Egypt ^  from  the  Time  it  was  firft  peopled, 
to  the  Conqueft  thereof  by  Selim  Emperor  of  the  Turks-, 
but  having  never  had  Time  enough  to  compare  and 
tranflate  the  Materials  necellary  for  fuch  a  Work,  I  con- 
tented m.yfelf  with  throwing  together  fome  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  d liferent  Mafters  of  Alexandria^  which  I 
have  elfewhere  inferted  in  thefe  Memoirs,  and  fhall 
here  confine  TTiykX'i  to  the  prefent  State  of  Egypt^  under 
the  Turkifi  Government.  Previous  however  to  this,  I 
will  fet  down  fomething  concerning  the  Mamalukes ; 
becaufe  from  what  I  have  read  in  our  European  Hiflo- 
rians,  I  have  been  induced  to  think,  that  we  have  very 
confufed,  if  not  falfe  Notions  concerning  this  People. 

The  Word  Mamlouck,  for  fo  it  ought  to  be  fpelt, 
fignifies  a  Slave^  the  Plural  of  this  is  Memalik^  or 
Slaves,  and  this  is  the  proper  Appellation  of  the  People 
of  whom  we  are  fpeaking.  They  were  truly  fuch,  but 
not  Chriftiany  or  born  of  Chriftian  Parents,  as  v^e  have 
been  made  to  believe  5  on  the  contrary,  the  Tartars  were 
at  that  Time  fo  powerful  as  to  ravage  all  Afa^  and 
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thefe  poor   Creatures  were  ftrong  able  bodyed  Turlcs^ 
whom  they  feized  and  fold  to  Al  Maiek  Ajoiib  Sultan  of 
Egypt.     He  made  ufe  of  them  at  firft  to  guard  the  outer 
Courts  of  his  Palace,  and  as  their  Numbers,   and   the 
Reputation  of  their  Fidelity  encreafed,  he  not  only  fixed 
them  in  Cairo,  but  alfo  placed  Garrifons  of  them   in  . 
moll  of  his  Maritime  Places.     He  dying  left  the  Crown 
to  his  Son,  who  was  fo  fortunate  in  War,  as  to  take 
Prifoner  in  Battle  St.  Lezvis  King  of  France.     Yet  nei- 
ther his  Valour  nor  the  many  Virtues  he  poflefled,  could 
preferve  him  from  being  murthered  by  thefe  Slaves  of 
his,   not  without  the  Participation  of  a  Perfon    who 
ought   to  have  protected   him.     This  Perfon   was  his 
Mother,  whofe  Name  w^as  Schagredar^  who  was  alfo  a 
Turk,  and  commencing  an  Intrigue  with  Ibek  the  Ge- 
neral of  this  Militia,  for  fo  they   were   now  become, 
confented  that  he  fliould  difpatch   her  Son,  and  jointly 
with  her  ailume  the  regal  Dignity,  which  accordingly 
he  did,  in  the  Year  of  the  Hegira  648,  according  to 
our  Account,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1250. 

He  did  not  however  long  enjoy  that  Power  which  he 
had  fo  bafely  ufurped  ;  the  fame  ambitious  Woman  de- 
llroyed  him  too,  but  the  Crown  was  prefer ved  to  his 
Pofterity.  This  is  the  Hiftory  of  the  firft  MamaJukes^ 
who  from  their  having  the  Cuftody  of  the  Sea  Ports, 
were  ftiled  Maritime,  or  Sea  Mamalukes,  The  Princes 
of  this  Race  to  fecure  themfelves  more  eiFe6tually  againit 
foreign  Invaders,  and  Domeftick  Treafons,  inilituted  a 
new  Militia,  compofed  of  young  Circajjians,  bred  up 
in  the  great  Cities  of  Egypt,  Vv^here  they  were  taught  all 
forts  of  Exercifes,  and  were  intended,  to  do  the  fame 
Service  to  thefe  Sultans  as  the  Grand  Seigfiior  ex'pefts 
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from  his  Janizaries.  But  they  copying  the  Behaviour  of 
their  Mailers,  fuddenly  rebelled  againft  the  Prince  who 
had  fettled  and  difciplined  them,  and  quickly  deprived 
him  of  Life  and  Crown.  Thefe  were  the  fecond  Race 
of  MamalukeSy  and  called  themfelves  by  Way  of  Di- 
Hindtion  Inland  Mamalukes,  Thefe  were  they  who 
were  conquered  by  the  Turks  under  the  fortunate  Sul- 
tan Selim,  about  the  Year  1517,  and  were  the  laft  in- 
dependent Princes  In  Egypt,  That  Country  having 
been  lince  that  Time  only  a  Province  of  the  Turkijh 
Empire. 

The  fupreme  Governor  of  this  great  Kingdom  is 
generally  ftiled  the  Bajfa  of  Cairo^  on  Account  of  his 
Refidence  in  that  City.  He  is  always  honoured  with 
the  Title  of  Vizi)\  and,  next  that  of  the  Vizir  Azeniy 
k  is  the  firil  Employment  in  the  Gift  of  the  Grand 
Seignior,  It  is  leldom  obtained  but  by  Bribery,  a  Thing 
fo  cullomary  at  the  Porte^  that  it  is  no  way  fcandalous. 
Before  a  Man  fets  out  for  this  Government  it  cofts  him 
fifty,  fixty,  or  feventy  Thoufand  Pounds.  When  he 
arrives  in  Egypt  he  finds  himfelf  inverted  with  all  the 
Enfigns  of  Authority  and  abfolute  Power,  which  the 
proudeft  Mind  can  wifh,  but  it  depends  entirely  on  his 
own  Prudence,  whether  he  (hall  enjoy  any  more  than 
the  outward  Appearance  of  all  this  Authority,  as  will 
be  hereafter  feen.  The  Grand  Seignior's  Tribute  con- 
lifts  annually  of  600,000  Sequins  in  ready  Gold,  which 
is  fent  at  the  Expence  of  the  Bajfa^  who  likewife  fur* 
nifhes  to  the  Seraglio  Coffee,  Sugar,  Sherbets,  and  /«- 
dian  Commodities  nearly  to  the  fame  Value.  Beiides 
this  the  BaJJ'a  furnifhes  all  the  Expences  the  Grand  Se^ 
ignior  is  at  in  fending  the  two  Caravans  of  Cairo  and 
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Damafeus  to  Mecca^  and  he  is  likewife  charged  with  the 
Civil  and  Military  Appointments  of  all  who  are  in  the 
Service  of  the  Grand  Seignior  within  the  Bounds  of  his 
Government.  To  defray  all  this,  and  to  enable  him  to 
maintain  Spies  and  Protectors  in  the  ^erall^  he  is  allow- 
ed to  take  and  receive  without  Account  all  the  Reve- 
nues belonging  to  the  Grand  Seignior^  which  amount  to 
an  immenfe  Sum.  He  is  never  appointed  for  any  lon- 
ger than  a  Year,  yet  is  feldom  removed  from  his  Go- 
vernment in  lefs  than  three,  and  fome  have  remained 
there  longer,  but  every  Year's  Continuance  cofts  a 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns  in  Prefents,  without  which 
there  is  nothing  to  be  done. 

His  Refidence  is  in  the  Caftle  of  Cairo^  where  he 
holds  his  Divan  with  greater  Pomp  and  Splendor  than 
the  Grand  Seignior  himfelf  at  Conjiantinople,  He  hath 
about  his  Perfon  and  in  his  Councils  all  the  great  Officers 
ufually  attendant  on  a  Court,  fuch  as  a  Kiajah^  or  great 
Steward,  Reis  Effendi^  or  Chancellor,  Teftadar^  or  Trea- 
furer,  ^c.  Under  him  he  has  twenty-four  Beys  or  San- 
jacks,  who  govern  fo  many  Provinces,  tho'  their  Number 
is  feldom  compleat ;  and  to  thefe  People  he  fells  their  Go- 
vernments, which  is  one  Method  of  acquiring  Money, 
and  no  inconfiderable  one  ;  befides  which  they  pay  an 
annual  Tribute,  and  keep  up  a  Body  of  Militia  at  their 
own  Expence.  Thefe  Beys  command  only  the  open 
Country,  for  almoft  every  great  Village  is  an  indepen- 
dent Government  pofleiTed  by  a  Chek  or  Cheik,  So 
much  for  the  Civil  Adminillration.  As  to  the  Military 
Force,  it  confifts  in  different  Bodies  of  Troops,  all  in- 
dependent of  each  other,  and  which  is  Hill  more  iingu- 
lar,  independent  of  the  BaJJa,   The  Azaphs  or  Jfaphs^ 
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arc  a  Body  of  Infantry  confilling  of  above    five  thou- 
iand  efiedive  Men,    under  the  Command  of  Officer^ 
chofen  from  among  themfelves.     They  are  looked  up- 
on as  much  inferior  to  the  Janizaries,  and  on  that  Ac- 
count there  is  an  inexpreflible  Enmity  between  them. 
The  Spahis  are  Corps  of  Cavalry,  confifting  of  thre^ 
Regiments,  diftinguilhed"  by  the  Titles  of  the   Greeny 
the  Yellow,  and   the   Red,  each    Regiment  confifting 
of  a   thoufand  efFedive  Men.     They  are  commanded 
by  a  Kiajah,  and  as  they  are  independent  of  the  other 
Corps,,  fo  they  m.ortally  hate  the  Jfaphs,  and  the  Jani- 
zaries. The  Bachouchs  are  alfo  certain  Corps  of  Infantry^ 
deftined  to  various   Services,,  confifting  of  three  Regi- 
ments, each  of  five  hundred  Men.     Laftly,  the  Jani- 
zafiesy  confifting  of  feven  thoufand  efFedlive  Men,  and 
about  as  many  more  nominal  only  ;  they  are  command- 
ed in  Chief  by  a  Kiajah,  whom  they  chufe  when  they 
think  fit,,  and  alfo  depofe  when  they  think  fit ;  he  is  ab- 
folutely  indeperdent  of  the  Baffdy  and  in  fome  Meafure 
or  the  Grand  Seignior,   for  without  the  Confeht  of  the 
Council  of  Officers,  neither  he  nor  any  private  Jani- 
zary  can  be  put  to  Death,  notwithftanding  the  Suhanh 
exprefs  Order. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  frame  an  Idea  of  the  mighty  Power 
of  this  Militia,  but  one  may  have  fome  Notion  of  it 
from  hence,  that  the  whole  Bufinefs  of  the  Bajfa  of 
Cairo  is  to  contrive  Ways  and  Means  to  balance  the 
Authority  of  the  Janizaries  by  that  of  the  Spahis,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Troops,  which  he  is  fometimes  unable 
to  do,  and  fo  is  depofed  and  imprifoned.  The  Janiza- 
ries are  no  lefs  Tyrants  in  refpedl  to  the  People,  fo  that 
purely  to  efcape  th^nr  Vexations,  many  rich  Merchants 
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mroll  themfelves  in  their  Order,  fox  which  they  pay 
confiderably  at  their  Admittance,  and  are  fubjedl  to 
Contributions  all  their  Life  time  after,  on  one  Pretence 
or  other ;  befides  at  their  Demife  all  they  have  goes  to 
the  Order,  which  is  the  Heir  general  of  all  its  Members, 
a  Thing  monftrous,  and  aimoll  inconceiveable.  When 
any  Perfon  who  has  the  Reputation  of  being  rich,  and 
who  was  not  a  Janizary  dies,  the  Order  have  as  fair  a 
Title  to  his  EfFeds,  for  they  have  a  falfe  Mvjler-Roll,, 
into  which  they  put  the  Names  of  fuch  as  they  would 
be  glad  to  have  of  their  Order,  and  a  little  hard  fwear- 
ing  and  a  Prefent  to  the  Bajfa^  makes  this  as  authentick 
as  a  Decree  from  the  Mufti,  If  the  Beys  are  at  any 
Time  upon  bad  Terms  with  the  BaJJ'a^  they  do  not  indeed 
inroli  themfelves  Janizaries^  but  they  put  themfelves 
under  the  Protedion  of  the  Order,  which  is  th^  fame 
Thing,  for  they  are  efFedually  covered  let  their  Crimes 
have  been  what  they  will.  The  Afaphs  and  Spahis 
have  likewife  found  the  Sv/eets  of  this  Method,  fo  that 
where  a  Man  has  the  Will  and  the  Power  of  bribing, 
Juftice  muft  keep  at  a  Diftance  from  him,  and  the 
Bajfav^nxh.  z\\  his  Parade  of  Sovereign  Authority  muft 
be  content  to  v^ink  at  him,  tho'  he  fhould  be  as  noto- 
rious a  Criminal  as  himfelf.  This  ExprefTion  muft  feem 
very  general,  and  to  imply  very  little  lefs,  than  that  all 
the  'tw'lijh  Governors  are  Men  given  to  Fraud  and 
Rapine ;  and  truly  I  believe  that  moft  People  who  have 
refided  in  that  Country,  will  be  ready  to  confefs  this 
Chara6ler  general  and  unguarded  as  it  is,  not  very  far 
wide  of  Truth  ;  however  I  am  content  to  reftrain  it  as 
much  as  I  may,  by  confeffing  that  there  really  are 
BaJJas  Q'i  a  different  Character,  Men -of  Honour  and 
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Gcneroiity,  Lovers  of  Jullice,  and  inclined  to  make 
the  People  happy  ;  but  then  this  does  not  at  all  con- 
tradict what  I  have  faid,  lince  their  Governments  are 
not  a  Grain  more  advantagious  to  themfelves,  or  bene- 
ficial to  the  People,  but  on  the  contrary  produce  nev^ 
Inconveniencies  to  both. 

PpvObity  is  not  only  rarely  feen  amongft  the  Great 
at  Cairo^  but  it  is  alio  abfolutely  inconfillent  vrith  their 
Authority,  nor  can  there  poflibly  be  a  virtuous  Admi- 
niftration  in  Egypt ^  OpprefHon  and  Tyranny  runs  thro' 
the   whole  Syflem   of  Rule,  and  all  Attempts  to  in- 
troduce   Humanity,    and   other  oppolite  Virtues,    are 
confidered  as  fo  many  Violations  of  the  Conftitution. 
The  Beys  and  the  Cheiks  live  magnilicently,   and  amafa 
Fortunes  by  plundering  the  Country  People,  the  Jani^ 
zaries^  Spabis,  and  Jzr^ps  live   at  their  Eafe,  by  pilla- 
ging thofe  in  Tov\'n.     The  Baffa  hath  vaft  Demands 
to  fatisfy,  and  in  order  to  have  wherewith  to  fatisfy 
them,  it  is  moft  evident  that  he  mufl  plunder  too;  a 
Dirpofition  to  do  this  puts   him  upon  a  Par  with  his 
Neighbours,  and  as  many  of  them  may  want  his  Aflif- 
tance,  they  are  glad  to  afford  hin;  theirs.     Hereby  a 
Method  is  opened  to  him  of  acquiring  that  Authority 
which  he  ought  to  receive  from  his  Commiflion,  his 
Skill  in  balancing  Parties,    and  preferving  the    calling 
Vote  to  himfelf,  may    enable  him  to   anfwer  all  the 
Charges  of  his  Government,  and  even  to  gain  a  For- 
tune for  himfelf;  but  an  appearance  of  Honour   and 
Virtue,  the  being  known  to  have  a  Difpolition  of  do- 
ing Juftice,  immediately  unites  the  moll  inveterate  Ene- 
mies, and  engages  them  to  turn  all  the  Bitternefs  which 
they  exercife   towards  each  other,  upon  him  as  upon 
the  common  Foe. 
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Th  is  is  the  true  Senfe  of  that  Divine  Adage  of  our 
Saviour's,  The  Childre^i  of  this  World  are  wifer  than  the 
Children  of  Light,  For  tho'  it  be  true,  that  all  juft  and 
good  Men  are  allied  to  each  other,  that  an  Injury  done 
to  one,  is  an  Injury  done  to  them  all,  becaufe  it  is  an 
Injury  done  to  that  Syftem  of  Rule  which  they  fupport^ 
yet  they  do  not  readily  perceive  this,  or  V7hen  they  do, 
they  are  not  wont  to  unite  with  Vigour,  in  order  to  re- 
drefs  the  Grievance  fuftained^  and  fo  Vice:  and  Folly 
gain  upon  them  by  Degrees,  till  at  laft  Renftance  is  vain, 
and  Redrefs  becomes  impoflible.  It  is  not  fo  with  wicked 
and  unjuft  Men,  their  Intereft  here  is  their  fole  Concern, 
and  they  are  wife  enough  to  know  that  what  prejudices 
one  Man's  worldly  Intereft,  will  alfo  prejudice  another's. 
Self- Intereft  therefore  teaches  them  Union,  and  they 
adl  in  a  bad  Caufe,  with  a  Prudence  and  Spirit  which 
would  do  them  the  higheft  Honour  if  they  were  engaged 
in  a  good  one. 

But  it  may  be  enquired  why  the  Grand  Seignior 
winks  at  thefe  Diforders;  Diforders  fo  difhonourable  to 
his  Sovereign  Authority,  and  fo  apparently  prejudicial  to 
his  Finances.  The  Reafon  of  this  too  is  ealily  under- 
ftood,  for  he  a6ts  upon  the  fame  Principles  with  his  Ja- 
nizaries and  Bajfa^s^  and  is  fo  far  from  looking  upon 
this  State  of  Things  as  deftrudtive  to  his  Intereft,  that 
he  Gonfiders  it  as  the  fole  Support  thereof.  A  few  Words 
will  fuffice  to  explain  this  Myftery.  The  Bajfa  rules 
Egypt  by  balancing  Parties  which  would  be  infinitely  too 
ilrong  for  him  if  they  were  united,  the  Grand  Seignior 
preferves  Egypt ^  by  allowing  the  Power  of  the  People  to 
balance  the  Authority  of  the  BaJfa,  Union  and  Tran- 
quillity amongft  his  Subjedls  is  the  only  Thing  he  fears ; 
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for  in  fuch  a  Gafe  he  apprehends  that  one  of  thefe 
two  Evils  would  certainly  follow,  that  his  Bqffa  would 
become  a  Sovereign  Prince,  by  throwing  afide  his  Alle- 
giance, or  the  People  would  expel  him,  and  fecure 
their  own  Freedofti,  by  chufing  a  Prince  from  among 
themfelves.  Diileniion,  Bloodihed,  and  Oppreflion,  are 
therefore  fuffered,  or  rather  maintained  by  the  Sulta/i, 
that  he  may  fecure  his  Revenue,  and  the  Dependance 
of  Egypt  3  they  are  permitted  and  promoted  by  the 
BaJfa'Sy  becaufe  they  are  fubfervient  to  their  Authority ; 
they  are  exercifed  by  the  feveral  Corps  of  Militia,  be-- 
caufe  they  are  this  Way  fupported  without  Labour. 

Thus  do  Men  cut-do  Wolves,  for  they  not  only 
•  prey,  but  prey  on  each  other,  and  that  without  Necef- 
Tiiy.     Here  is  the  Thing   that  affrights  weak  Minds, 
when  by  Chance  they  difcover  thefe  Things,  or  learn 
them  as  Difcoveries  from  others  i  they  immediately  caft 
the  Blame  upon  Providence,   and  are  on  the  Point  of 
turning  Infidels,  becaufe  they  have  not  Senfe  enough  to 
difcern  the  Divine  Wifdom.     A  Man  would  be  laughed 
at,  who  pretended  to  quarrel  with  his  Maker  for  not  ha- 
ving created  an  Ox,  an  Afs,  or  a  Horfe,  a  Hog.    And 
yet  this  Objedion  is  the  fame  Thing,  for  it  is  quarrel- 
ling with  God,  becaufe  he  has  created  Men,  Men,  and 
not  Brutes ;  becaufe  he  has  given  them  Reafon  as  well 
as  Senfes,  and  a  Power  of  attaining  intelledlual  Happi- 
nefs,  which  they  could  not  have  had  if  their  Nature  had 
been  otherwife  conftituted  than  it   is.     We    do  not 
fuppofe  a  Farm-hcufe  equal  to  a  Palace,  tho'  we  Hand 
in  the  yard  of  one,  and  fee  the  other  at  three  or  four 
Milf  s  diftance  5  but  a  vicious  Man  prefers  the  Hogfty 
of  this  World  to  the  Paradife  promifed  hereafter,  meerly 
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becaufe  it  is  nearer ;  and  therefore  is  as  much  a  Fool  in 
this  Cafe,  as  he  would  be  if  he  aded  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  that.  But  fhall  we  blame  God  for  this,  and  not 
ourfelves  ?  Shall  we  believe  it  juft  for  us  to  merit,  and 
unjuft  for  him  to  punifli  ?  What  Equity  is  there  in  this  ? 
Or  what  difference  is  there  between  our  talking  at  this 
Rate,  and  our  affirming  that  the  Author  of  our  Reafon 
has  lefs  Reafon  then  we  have  ourfelves  ? 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  come  to  the  Learning  of  this 
jPeople,  of  which  I  promifed  to  ipeak,  and  of  which 
there  is  much  to  be  faid,  and  of  which  I  flatter  myfelf 
I  can  fay  fomewhat  not  altogether  befide  the  Purpofe. 
The  Learning  of  Egypt  ought  in  my  Opinion,  to  be  di- 
vided into  the  Learning  of  the  ancient  Egyptians  be- 
fore they  were  conquered  by  the  AJfyrians  and  Perfiam^ 
and  the  Learning  of  the  Modern  Egyptians^  Vv^hich  I 
confefs  might  with  greater   Propriety,    be    called  the 
L«arning  of  the  An^hians,     However,  as  both  are  di- 
Ijtind  enough  from  the  Learning  of  Europe^  it  may  not 
be  altogether  amiis  to  give  a  general  Account  of  both, 
the  rather  becaufe  many  who   have  fpoken   on  thefe 
Points  have  done  it  without  any  tolerable  Comprehenfion 
of  what  they  intended  to  explain,  and  in  Terms  fo  im- 
piethodical  and  obfcure,  as  ferved  rather  to  confound 
than  enlighten  their  Readers.  After  having  fpoke  fo  free- 
ly of  others,  I  cannot  expe<^  to  efcape  Cenfure  myfelf, 
but  if  I  deferve  it,  it  fhall  not  be  in  the  fame  Way  with 
my  Predeceflbrs,  I  will  at  leaft  have  the  Merit  of  at- 
tempting to  treat  this  Affair  in  a  rational  Way,  and  not 
endeavour  to  pals  a  Declamation  on  the  Wifdom  of  the 
Egyptians^  upon  the  lefs  knowing  Perufers,  for  an  Ac- 
Count  of  the  Egyptian  Learning;  much  lefs  will  I  at- 

B  b  2  tempt 


C  11--  3 

lempt  to  impofe  my  own  Conjetlures  for  the  revived 
Fragments  of  that  Science,  the  Veneration  due  to  which 
hath  been  too  often  diverted  to  fuch  falfe  Relicks.     I 
think  it  may  be  laid  down  as  a  felf  evident  Maxim, 
That    Knowledge  was  there  firjl  perfe5fed   zuhere  Men 
were  fiiji  fettled.     For  it  is  natural  for  the  human  Race 
to  feek  firft  Safety,  then  Necellaries,  next  Convenien- 
ces, and  by  Degrees  Inftruments  of  Luxury.     Now  as 
none  of  thefe  can  be  had  without  Invention,  Reafoning, 
and  Induftry,  it  follows  that  Knowledge  and  Learning 
mull  encreafe  gradually,  and  muft  have  come  to  Per- 
fection firll,  in  the  firll  Plantation  of  Mankind.     All 
Hi itories  Sacred  and  Prophane,   agree  that  Egypt  was 
very  early  planted  j  and  therefore  it  is  reafonable  to  be- 
lieve, that  Learning  was  very  early  ellablifhed  in  Egypt. 
We  ought  therefore  to  give  Credit  to  thofe  Accounts 
we  meet  with  in  the  moll  early  Writers  of  the  Know- 
ledge of  the  Egyptians^  tho'  I  do  not  think  that  thofe 
Writers  are  always  to  be  depended  upon,  in  what  they 
tell  us  of  the  Learning  of  the  Egyptians ;  for  tho'  this 
People  might  be  very   knowing,  yet  their  Neighbours 
might  have  but  confufed  and  imperfe6l  Ideas  of  their 
Knowledge.    This  I  take  to  be  very  reafonable,  and  am 
thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  it  is  Matter  of  Fad:.  After  this 
previous  Admonition,  I  will  proceed  to  fpeak,  Firft  of 
the  Fame  of  the  Egyptian  Learning,  and  fecondly  of 
its  Extent.     We  are  told  by  Mofes^  that  w^hen  Jbraham 
went  down  into  Egypty  he  found  that  Kingdom  perfect- 
ly well  fettled,  and  was  received  there  with  much  Civi- 
lity and  Politenefs.     It  does  not  however  appear,  at 
\'::.\\\  to  me,  that  there  was  any  material  difference  be- 
rv'v'cen  the  Religion  of  Abraham^  and  the  Religion  then 
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profefled  in  Egyyt.     I  fay  material  difference,  iox  I  do 
not  think  that  the  Religion  of  Abraham  and  his  Hou- 
ihold,  was  exactly  the  fame  with  that  of  Egypt  \  be- 
caufe  if  it  had,  there  would  have  been   no  Occalion  for 
the  Revelations  made  to  that  Patriarchy  but  I  fuppofe 
that  the   Egyptians  Hill   worfhipped  one   God,  tho'  it 
might  be  with  a  Mixture  of  Superftition,  which  in  a 
fhort  Time   degenerated  into    Idolatry.     Jofephus  in- 
forms us,  that  the  Father  of  his  Nation  found  the  Egyp- 
tians  much  inclined  to  Learning,    but  not  excellent 
therein,  and  that  he  was  extremely  carelled  for  his  fupe- 
rior  Knowledge,  and  for  the  Difcoveries  he  made  known 
to  them  in  various  Sciences.     All  this  is  perfectly  pro' 
baMe,  for  Abraham  being  by  Birth  a    Chaldean^    and 
Chaldea    according  to  Mofes^    being  the  firll  Peopled 
Country  in   the  World,  Learning  mull   have  become 
perfedl  there  before  it  could  be  fo  in  Egypt ^  and  indeed 
there  is  great  Authority  to  prove,  as  well  as  the  higheft 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Progrefs  of  Learning  was 
from    Chaldea    to    Egypt^    and    from    thence   to  the 
Wefl.ern    Parts  of  the  World.      When    Jofeph  went 
down  into  this  Country,  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  he 
found  Things  much  altered,  as  we  may  well  conceive 
they  might  be  in  the  Space  of  two  hundred  Years.  'The 
Egyptian  Monarch  kept  then  a  regular  and  magnificent 
Court,  the  Religion  of  the  Egyptia?iS  was  then  quite 
new  moulded,  and  the  Learning  of  Egypt  was  held  in 
very  high  Elleem.     We  fee  too  what  fort  of  Learning 
that  was,  what  were  the  principaj  Caufes,  Inclinations, 
and  Arts  of  Policy  among  the  Great  in  that  Kingdom. 
It  is  from  this  Hiftory,  I  mean  the  Hiftory  of  Jofeph  as 
written  by  Mofes^  that  we  have  the  bell  and  plainelfc 
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Account  of  the  ancient  State  of  Egypt^  atid  therefSrfc 
whoever  would  profecute  the  Story  of  this  Nation  at 
large,  ought  to  ftudy  this  Part  of  the  Mofaic  Writing^ 
carefully,  and  to  prefer  what  he  difcovers  there  frorrl  X.6 
all  that  can  be  learned  from  Herodotus^  Diddorus  Situ- 
lus^  or  the  Fragments  of  Manetho  j  becaufe  fetting  afide 
his  Infpiration,  Mofes  according  to  the  ftrifleft  Laws  of 
Criticifm,  is  by  far  a  more  authentick  \Vriter  than  any 
of  thefe,  as  being  much  nearer  the  Times  of  which 
he  wrote,  and  having  much  better  Opportunities  of 
knowing  the  Egyptian  Affairs  than  any  of  thofe  Writer^ 
could  poffibly  have.  It  is  recorded  of  this  great  Mail, 
I  mean  Mofes^  that  he  was  verfed  in  all  the  Learning' 
of  Egypty  and  this  was  no  doubt  intended  to  fill  up  hi^ 
Charadler,  as  a  wife  and  knowing  Man,  before  he  re- 
ceived the  San«5lion  of  a  prophetic  Miffion,  and  had  hi§ 
Mind  illuminated  by  divine  Infpiration.  All  that  hd 
fays  of  himfelf  is  fo  humblcj  and  all  that  is  faid  of  hirti 
by  the  reft  of  the  facred  Writers,  is  fo  general,  as  well 
as  concife,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  fpeak  with  any  Degred 
of  Certainty  of  the  Sciences  wherein  he  was  inftradled 
while  he  lived  in  Egypt :  However  as  he  was  educated 
in  the  Royal  Family,  there  can  be  no  Ground  to  que- 
llion  his  having  a  thorough  and  perfefl  Idea,  as  well  of 
the  hidden  as  of  the  open  Literature  of  Egypt^  which 
was  a  Diftindlon  begun  fo  very  early,  that  there  is  Reafon 
to  believe  it  had  commenced  before  his  Time.  If  we 
were  to  take  in,  under  the  Notion  of  afTured  Commen- 
taries on  the  facred  Text,  what  hath  been  written  on 
the  liife  of  Mofes  hy  Jofephus  and  Philo^  then  we 
fliould  be  able  to  fpeak  very  explicitly  ;  but  they  write 
,fo  apparently  in  the  Greek  Stile,  that  is  in  the  Stile  of 
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Conje<5lure,  that  for  my  own  Part,  tho'  I  have  a  high 
Opinion  of  both  their  Judgments,  yet  I  cannot  bring 
myfelf  to  rely  upon  the  Authority  of  either.  But  tho* 
Msfis  hath  not  left  us  any  Account  of  the  Learning  of 
Egypty  we  may  find  in  his  Writings  a  great  Variety  of 
Fadls  which  have  a  Reference  thereto,  and  from  which 
we  may  conclude,  that  it  was  both  folid  and  extenfive, 
as  I  fhall  have  Occalion  to  fhew  in  the  Profecution  of 
this  Difcourfe, 

In  the  Time  o^  Solomon y  Egypt  was  in  the  very  Ze- 
nith of  her  Glory,  and  this  it  was  that  induced  that 
wife  and  magnificent  Prince  to  defire  to  ally  himfelf  to 
its  Monarch,  by  whofe  AJIiltance  he  reduced  one  of 
the  Maritime  Cities  of  the  PhiliJiineSy  or  rather  had  it 
given  him  by  the  King  of  Egypt ^  when  he  had  taken 
and  burnt  it  with  Fire,  which  fhews  that  the  Egyptians 
were  then  very  perfe6l  in  the  Art  of  War.  In  the 
Reign  of  Rehoboamy  Shi/hak  made  a  perfedl  Conqueft  of 
his  Kingdom,  that  is  as  perfect  a  Conqueft  as  he  made 
of  any  Kingdom,  for  he  pretended  to  no  more  than 
honorary  Tribute,  and  an  Acknowledgment  of  his  be- 
ing Lord  Par  amount  y  as  we  fpeak.  This  ShiJIjak  was 
the  SefoJJris  of  the  Greeks^  and  the  only  great  Conqueror 
who  reigned  in  Egypt^  if  we  except  Ofyris,  and  the 
reft  of  the  fabulous  Heroes.  The  facred  Hiftorians  of 
Succeeding  Reigns  fpeak  very  frequently  of  the  Egyp- 
PianSy  their  Knowledge,  Indullry,  and  Prowefs  j  and  it 
muft  be  confefled  even  by  fuch  as  would  difpute  their 
divine  Authority,  that  the  Accounts  we  have  from 
thefe  Writers  ar«  the  moft  conliftent,  the  moft  rational, 
and  the  moft  ufeful  that  are  any  where  to  be  met 
with. 
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A  s  to  the  Fame  of  the  Egyptian  Learning  among 
the  Greeks^  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  any  Thing  great- 
er or  more  illuftrious  than  it  was.     The  Founders  of 
the  States  and  of  the  Religion  of  Greece  were  all  either 
Egyptians  or  Perfons  who  boafted  of  their  being  verfed 
in  the  Learning  of  the  Egyptians.     Their  greatefl  Poets 
celebrated  that  Kingdom  as   the  Region  of  Science : 
The  wifeft  of  their  Legiflators  acknowledged  themfelves 
indebted  for  their  Abilities  in  that  fublime  Art,  to  the 
Inltrudlions  they  had  received,   and  the   Obfervations 
they, had  made  in  the  Country  we  are  fpeaking  of. 
Their  bell  Hiftorians  afFeded  nothing  fo  much  as  the 
recording  the  Exploits  of  this  People,  and  endeavouring 
to  fet  their  Hiftories  in  a  clear  Light,  as  the  Greek  Philo- 
fophers  never  pretended   to  difown  their  being  indebted 
to  the  Egyptians  for  the  Rudiments  at  leaft  of  all  that 
Knowledge  which  they  taught  their  Difciples.     I  might 
have  quoted  in  Support  of  what  I  have  been  faying, 
the  Writings  of  Horner^  Herodotus,    Diodorus   Siculus^ 
Plutarch^  and  above  all  AriJiotU  and  PlatOy  with  the 
reft  of  the  Greek  Writers  of  Eminence,  who  all  agree 
in  affirming,  that  the  Egyptians  were  a  moft  learned  and 
knowing  People.     Here  therefore  I  reft  that  Evidence 
which  I  think  fufficient  to  prove,  that  the  Fame  of  the 
Egyptian  Wifdom  was  great  and  univerfal,  and  confe- 
quently  fuch  as  deferves  Credit.     But  as  I  before  re- 
marked, tho'  the  Reputation  of  the  Egyptian  Learning 
may  well  be  underftood  by  the  Accounts  given  of  it 
by  the  Greeks,  yet  can  we  gather  but  a  very  imperfe(^ 
and  indifferent  Idea  thereof,   from  the  Particulars  they 
have  been  pleafed  to  communicate,  - 
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Some  of  them,  fuch  as  the  Poets,  and  mifcellane- 
ous  Writers,  mention  it  occafionally,  or  partially,  as  it 
fuits  with  their  Subjeds.    Others,  as  Hiftorians  and  Anti- 
quarians, infill  upon  it ;  but  then  they  are  fo  concife  on 
fuch  Heads  of  the  Egyptian  Science  as  they  underflood, 
and  fo  difFufe  on  thofe  Points  which  they  confefied  they 
did  not  underftand,  that  one  is  frequently  aftoniihed,  but 
very  feldom  enlightned  by  what  they  fay.     Hence  it  is 
that  the  fabulous  Hiflory  of  Egypt ^  as  the  Greeks  have 
given  it  to  us,  is  the  moll  unintelligible  Jumble  of  Abfur- 
dities  that  ever  appeared.     We  are  indeed  told  in  Ex- 
cufe  of  this,  that  the  Egyptian  Priells  did  not  only  do 
their  utmoll  to  conceal  the  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  their 
Nation  from  Strangers,  but  even  took  a  Pleafure  in  im- 
poling  on  them,  and  in  paffing  on  them  romantic  Stories, 
Snd  ridiculous  unintelligible  Allegories,  for  grand  Secrets, 
and  the  hidden  Mylleries  of  their  facred  and  civil  In- 
llitutions.     To  believe  therefore   in  the  Grofs  all  that 
the  Greeks  have  told  us   is  irrational,  and  mull  lead  us 
into  Error,  and  to  rejedl  the  whole  would  be  to  own  an 
abfolute  Ignorance,  and  a  Defpair  of  being  better  informed. 
The  middle  Road  therefore  is  in  this,  as  in  moll  other 
Cafes  the  fafell  ;  and  we  ought  to  believe  that  the  Egyp- 
.  iians  were  well  verfed  in  all  the  Sciences,  and  that  what 
is  excellent  and  worthy  of  a  wife  People^  in  the  Ac- 
counts given  of  them  by  the  Greeks^  ought  to  be  efteem- 
ed  jwll  and  authenticic ;  whereas  all  Things  mean  and 
trivial,  that  are  found  mixt  in  thefe  Accounts,  ought  to 
be  looked  upon  as  fpurious,  and  the  Effeds  of  the  Au- 
thor's Credulity  or  Boldnefs, 

I  A  M  now  come  to  the  fecond   Head  I   propofed, 
t^atis,.  the  re^I  Extenfivenefs  of  the.  ancient  Egyptian 
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Learning;  and  in  Support  of  thislfhall  offer  Fads  only, 
having  already  placed  all  Authorities  on  this  Subjedl 
under  the  former  Head.  As  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians  in  Theology,  I  am  perfuaded  it  was 
rery  great.  Nor  can  I  bring  my  felf  to  believe  that 
any  of  the  Fables  which  are  attributed  to  the  Egyptians 
were  believed  by  them,  that  is,  ftridly  and  literally. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  convinced  that  they  were  alle- 
goric Syftems  of  natural  Myfleries,  and  that  we  have 
the  true  Keys  of  very  few  of  them.  As  to  that  Divilion 
which  I  heretofore  mentioned  of  hidden  and  open  Divi- 
nity, I  will  not  hide  my  Sufpicion,  that  as  the  open 
Divinity  confifted  in  downright  Idolatry,  fo  the  hidden^ 
which  was  in  very  few  Hands,  did  not  fall  much  fhort 
of  the  true  Religion,  that  is  to  fay,  it  confifted  in  know- 
ing that  the  popular  Religion  was  made  up  of  Types 
and  Shadows,  and  that  the  true  Worfliip  of  God  con- 
fifted in  acknowledging  his  Unity,  and  in  doing  Good  to 
his  Creatures.  Neither  do  I  conceive  that  this  hidden 
Divinity  was  peculiar  to  the  Egyptians^  but  that  it  was 
known  to  the  Legiflators  of  moft  of  the  heathen  Nations, 
and  that  the  Difcoveries  they  fometimes  made  of  it  to 
their  favourite  Difciples  gave  Rife  to  thofe  Sufpicions  of 
Atheifm,  which  we  find  fo  rudely  fixed  Upon  them  by 
Writers  who  were  zealous,  or  affedled  to  be  zealous  fOr 
the  Vulgar  Faith, 

I  SHOULD  very  willingly  enter  into  the  Detail  of  the 
Reafons  which  have  not  only  led  mt  to,  but  confirmed 
me  in  this  Opinion,  were  this  a  proper  Place.  But  ift- 
al'much  as  fuch  an  Account  would  take  up  a  great  deal 
of  Room,  and  lead  me  into  many  Digreflions,  I  will 
content  my  fdf  f®r  the  prefent  with  obfcrving,  that  if  in 
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t!lc  Seqiiet  of  this  Difcourfe  I  fliall  prove  ttiat  in  other 
Kefpa5lS  th^  ancient  Egyptians  were  a  well-governed, 
wife,  polite,  and  induftrious  People,  then  it  ought  to 
fee  inferrM,  that  the  beft  of  them  had  rational  and  con- 
iilient  Notions  in  Religion,  and  that  even  the  People 
were  not  fo  ftupid  as  to  believe  a  Religion  altogether 
without  Art  or  Contrivance,  which  would  have  beefl 
tertainly  the  Cafe,  if  the  Religion  of  the  Egyptians  had 
been  really  fuch  a  one  as  many  of  the  Greek  and  Latifi 
Writers  reprefented.  To  this  I  will  add,  that  the  Ridi- 
Me  fo  freely  play'd  by  thefe  Writers  upon  the  Egyp- 
fian  Religion,  is  a  ftrong  Prefumption  that  they  were  riot 
'  right  in  their  Sentiments  about  it ;  for  how  can  we 
believe  that  thofe  who  were  the  Mailers  of  the  Greeks  in 
all  their  Sciences,  as  they  again  were  of  the  Romans^ 
fhould  fall  fo  miferable  fhort  of  them  in  this  firft  and 
Inoll  iiliportant  of  all  Sciences  ?  But  to  pafs  from  Reli- 
gion to  Government. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  Glory  of  the 
f  eople  of  whom  we  are  now  fpeaking  ;  and  the 
Accounts  we  have  of  it  are  fo  far  from  being  obfcure, 
that  they  are  fufficient  to  prove  this  Nation  the  wifeft 
6f  any  in  the  World  in  the  Settlement  of  its  Conftitu- 
fioh,  and  the  moft  happy  in  its  Effects.  As  to  the 
Form  of  Rule  which  prevailed  in  Egypt^  it  was  that  of 
Monarchy,  The  ancient  Kings  of  Egypt  were  (Wed 
Pbaraohsy  which  was  a  Name  of  Dignity,  and  followed 
hy  the  proper  Name  of  the  Prince,  as  Pharaoh  Hophrdy 
Pharaoh  Neco,  He  was  ftiled  abfolute,  and  he  might 
be  abfolute  if  he  pleafed.  Yet  there  was  a  Table  6t 
JLules  for  the  Conduct  of  the  King,  which  defcended  td 
f^t  minutell  Points.    Such  as  the  Time  of  his  Riling, 
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his  Meals,  and.  the  Hours  of  his  Diverfions,  to  which  he 
ufually  fubmitted,  not  only  in  Conformity  to  his  Prede- 
ccfTors,  but  becaufe  he  knew  that  though  he  was  above 
all  Men  during  his  Life,  yet  he  fhould  not  fail  to  be 
judged  after  he  was  dead  by  his  People.     This  was  the 
ibie  Limitation,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  under  which  an 
Egyptian  Monarch  lay.     He  was  daily  admoniflied  by 
the  Priefts,  but  in  a  dillant  and  refpe(5lful  Way  j  and  as 
foon  as  he  was  dead,  certain  Officers,  appointed  by  the 
People,    commenced  a  Suit    againft    his    Reputation, 
wherein,   with  great  Freedom,   they  examined  all  his 
A6lions ;  and  if  on  a  fair  Trial  the  People  condemned 
him,  then  his  Corps  was  not  interred  with  Funeral  So- 
lemnity, an  Evil  of  all  others  moft  dreaded  by  the  ancient 
Egyptians,   This  Cuftom  the  Ifraelites  carried  with  them 
from  hence,  and  preferved  it  very  carefully,  as  appears 
from  the  feveral  Memorandums  we  meet  with  in  the 
Chronicles^  concerning  the  Burials  of  the  KXngs  oijudah^ 
which  are  exadly  conformable  to  this  Egyptian  Law. 

A  s  to  the  People,  they  had  their  Properties  exadly 
fecured  to  them,  v/ere  all  divided  into  certain  Clalles, 
and  each  Clafs  had  its  Trade  or  Profeffion,   in  which 
Men  were  bred  from  Father  to  Son,  and  out  of  which 
they  could  not  pofTibly  be  removed.     By  this  Regulation 
all  ProfefTions  were  alike  cultivated  -,   and  though  they 
v/ere  not  alike   honourable,   yet   were  none  of  them 
elleemed  bafe  or  mean.     The  Priefts  and  Soldiers  were 
particularly  efteemed.     The  former  were  not  only  the 
Minifters  of   the  Gods,   but  the  Counfellors  of  their 
Kings,  and  had  thereby  a  very  great  Power  ;  whence  in 
rjLil  Probability  it  came  to  pafs  that  the  ancient  Egyptians 
v/e;e  addifted  rather  to  Peace  than  to  War ;  Yet  we 
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inuft  not  fuppofe  that  they  were  then  what  the  modern 
Egyptians  are,  a  timid  and  effeminate  Race  of  People, 
altogether  averfe  to  military  Difcipline,  and  incapable  of 
Hardfhip  ;  for  their  Militia,  on  the  contrary,  was  the 
very  beft  in  the  World,  and  their  Cavalry  efpecially, 
capable  of  performing  Wonders.  But  the  Love  of  their 
Country  abated  their  martial  Ardour,  and  made  them 
content  to  think  that  diftinguifhing  themfelves  in  defenlive 
Wars  was  not  only  a  juft,  but  a  fufficient  Title  to  military 
Praife,  that  is,  to  fo  much  of  this  Sort  of  Reputation  as 
they  defired.  But  the  Hillory  and  Polity  of  this  People, 
their  Power,  their  Wealth,  and  their  Magnificence,  are 
not  exprefsly  the  Subjedls  of  this  Difcourfe,  but  come 
in  occalionally,  as  Proofs  of  their  Wifdom.  The  Con- 
ftitutlon  of  Egypt  was  fuch,  as  joined  to  the  natural 
Fertility  and  Beauty  of  the  Country  made  the  People 
toth  happy  and  fatisfied,  which  was  the  Reafon,  that 
though  the  Love  of  Glory  induced  them  to  march  under 
the  Command  of  the  great  Sefojiris,  to  the  Conquefl 
of  all  the  Countries  between  the  Ganges  and  the  Danube^ 
yet  they  affeded  not  to  retain  any  of  the  Provinces  they 
fubfuded,  but  contented  themfelves  with  Tribute,  Ac- 
knowledgments of  Sovereignty,  and  ere<5ling  ftrong  and 
lafting  Monuments  to  perpetuate  the  Remembrance  of 
their  Vidlories. 

A  F  T  E  R  this,  they  enjoyed  a  long  and  uninter- 
rupted Peace,  which  they  fpent  in  adorning  their  Coun- 
try, and  in  rendering  habitable  thofe  Walles  and  De- 
ferts  which  now  through  Want  of  Care  are  become  as 
inhofpitable  as  ever.  To  fay  the  Truth,  the  Cities, 
Publick  Buildings,  Royal'  Sepulchres,  Pyramids,  and 
Other  Monuments,  are  the"  clearefl  and  moll  indifputable 
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Proofs  of  the  Itnowledge,  as  well  as  the  PiAIid  Spitji 
of  this  Nation.  The  Accounts  we  have  in  the  ancient 
Hiftorians  of  the  Wonders  of  the  ancient  "tkehes^  .may| 
for  ought  I  know,  be  fabulous  ;  but  the  Ruins  that 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  all  Parts  of  E^^ft^  a^e  apt  to  begef 
Doubts  in  the  Minds  of  Travellers  whether  any  thing 
reported  of  the  Egyptian  Buildings  be  Fable,  For  thef^ 
Ruins  fo  evidently  liirpafs  any  thing  that  i?  to  be  feei| 
elfewhere,  except  thofe  of  Perfepolis^  (which  fome  Jrar 
hian  Authors  affirm  to  have  been  built  by  Egyptic^if 
Workmen)  that  Men  are  apt  to  gather  from  thence,  thaf 
the  Palaces  and  Cities  of  Egypt^  when  entire,  were  4? 
much  fuperior  to  thofe  in  other  Parts.  It  is  true,  tha| 
this  Suppolition  may  be  falfe  5  yet  this  is  uncert^ioi 
whereas  that  it  is  probable  is  a  Thing  of  which  we  c^nr 
not  doubt. 

All  the  Ruins  and  Remains  of  Antiquity  in  thif 
Country,  proclaim,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  pxpfefJioi^* 
with  one  Voice,  the  exquilite  Tafte,  as  well  a§  the 
great  Skill  and  admirable  Induftry  of  Thofe  who  eredl€4 
them.  A  limple  Grandeur,  a  Magnificence  arifing  froxp 
Proportion,  a  Difpolition  that  pleafes  every  Behojder 
from  the  Perfpicuity  of  its  Perfedtion  juftly  furpri^e§  a^ 
intelligent  Spectator  when  he  contemplates  either  th? 
Palaces  or  the  Temples  of  Egypt,  As  to  the  Hierp^ 
glyphicks  with  which  the  Walls  of  thofe  Buildings  are 
covered  within-fide  and  without,  I  pretend  not  to  xr&^» 
die  with  their  Contents  \  for,  as  I  cannot  denjionftratf 
exactly  the  Wifdom  contained  in  them,  fo  I  c^n  nevfiii" 
bring  my  felf  to  believe  that  they  are  fuch  Marks  of  Foljjr 
as  the  vain  and  puerile  Interpretations  oi  fome  of  thf 
Learned  have  made  them.    I  h^v^  read  that  the  Ethm 
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plans  znd  Scythians,  made  ufe  cf  Figures  inftead  of  Let- 
ters in  exprefling  their  Notions.  It  may  be,  that  in  an- 
cient Times  this  was  the  univerfal  Language  of  the 
Learned  throughout  the  Eaft  ;  and  I  think  that  it  may 
in  fome  Meafure  confirm  this  Notion  what  the  moll 
learned  Travellers  have  obferved  of  a  facred  and  pro- 
fane Language,  as  well  as  Chara6ter,  which  is  ftill  in 
Ufe  in  almoft  every  Oriental  Country.  To  this  I  think 
I  may  add,  that  the  Pidtures  of  Animals  v/ere  fit  to  com- 
pofe  what  might  be  called  an  Jlphahet  of  Nature^  becaufe 
they  would  reprefent  the  fame  Ideas  to  all  Beholders  who 
were  once  initiated  in  this  Charadler,  which  by  this 
Method  might  be  made  univerfal ;  whether  it  was,  or 
was .  not  fo,  is  what  I  cannot,  but  it  is  poflible  fome 
body  hereafter  may  prove. 

The  other  Publick  Works  of  the  Egyptians,  fuch 
as  thejr  Mounts,  their  Canals,  their  artificial  Lakes,  are 
at  fuch  a  Piftance  of  Time  feen  with  vaft  Difad vantage. 
Time  hath  either  levelled,  or  at  lealt  reduced  to  Hillocks, 
the  firft,  rendered  the  fecond  Ditches,  or  Gutters,  to 
what  they  were,  and  converted  into  loathfome  Moraf- 
fes  thofe  glorious  Repofitories  of  the  bell  Water  in  the 
World,  which  the  Wifdom  of  the  ancient  Kings  of 
Egypt  contrived,  and  which  their  indullrious  and  obedient 
People  executed  with  incredible  Labour.  But  if  they 
are  not  what  they  were,  they  ftill  ferve  to  fhew  us 
where  thefe  Miracles  of  Art  once  were  :  And  there  are 
fo  many  clear  Proofs  deducible  from  the  Ufes  to  which 
they  ferved,  as  well  as  from  the  Accounts  given  of  them 
in  -Hillory,  that  we  cannot  doubt  of  their  being  as  vail 
and  wonderful  ^s  they  are  reprefented.  By  what  has 
-been  faid  of  the  City  o^  Alexandria^    it  will  be  moll 
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evident,  that  thefe  were  not  fimple  Works  of  Magni^ 
ficence,  or  that  any  more  Labour  or  Cofl:  was  employed 
about  them  than  was  neceflary  to  make  them  what  it 
was  fit  and  requifite  they   fhould  be.     Thus  the  Lake 
Moeris  was  to  have  a  Capacity  fufficient,  if  I  may  fo  fay, 
to  pour  another  Nile  through  the  Defarts,  between  it 
and  Alexandria.     I  am  convinced,    from  the  Veftiges 
that  Hill  remain  in   the  Country  on  the  other  Side  of 
the  Nile^  that  the  like  Arts  were  ufed  to  fupply  tha^ 
Territory  with  Water.     And  hence,  in  my   Opinion, 
arifes  a  double  Proof  of  the  Populoufnefs  of  this  Country. 
For,  if  there  had  not  been  almoft  an  incredible  Num- 
ber of  People,  how  could  thefe  immenfe  Works  have 
been  performed  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  Egypt ^  in 
the  Condition  it  is  now  in,  had  been  fufficient  to  fupply 
its  Inhabitants  with  all  Things  neceflary,  to  w^hat  End 
"w^as  fo  much  Pains  bellowed   to   render  thefe  Defarts 
habitable,  which  in  their  natural  State  might  have  ferved 
for  Fortifications.     As  to  the  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
under  iis  moft  ancient  Kings,   it  may  well  be  thought 
an  impradicable  Talk  to  afcertain  it.     However,  I  think 
I  can  render  it  very  probable,  that  under  Sejoftris  there 
•were  in  this   Country  between  twenty  and  twenty-fix 
Millions,  which  I  think  I  could  alfo  fhew  might  live  as 
well,  and  as  comfortably  in  that   Country  in  the  Con- 
dition it  was  then  in,  as  the  Swifs  do  in  their's,  which 
1  take  to  be  the  moft  populous  Country  in  Europe, 

Thus  I  take  my  Leave  of  this  Subject ;  for  if  the 
framing  a  Religion  fo  as  to  anfwer  all  the  Ends  of  State  ; 
if  the  fettling  a  Conftitution  which  fubfifted  fixteen 
hundred  Years  without  Alteration;  if  the  inventing  a 
military  Difcipline  which  enabled  thofe  who  were  trained 
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Up  therein  to  conquer  the  greatefl  Part  of  the  then 
Icnown  World  ;  if  the  making  artificial  Seas  and  Rivers, 
turning  fandy  Deferts  into  fruitful  Fields,  and  eredling 
fine  Cities  where  Nature  had  not  afforded  Materials  for 
a  Cottage :  If,  I  fay,  all  thefe  Things,  and  many  more 
of  as  flupendous  a  Nature,  which,  w^ere  it  not  to  avoid 
Prolixity,  I  could  eafily  reckon  up,  do  not  prove  the 
Authors  of  them  to  have  poflefled  folid  and  extenfive 
Wifdom,  then  Imuftconfefs  my  felf  millaken,  and  that 
my  Partiality  for  the  ancient  Egyptians  hath  led  mc 
aflray. 

I  SHALL  now  fpeak  of  the  Learning  of  the  modern 
Egyptians,  which  is  no  other  than  that  of  the  Arabs  5 
and  I  fhall  the  rather  do  it,  Firft,  becaufe  there  is  no 
Country  in  which  it  is  better  cultivated  than  it  is  in  this : 
And  fecondly,  becaufe  from  the  Accounts  I  have  heard 
of  this  Sort  of  Learning  in  Europe,  I  am  apt  to  think 
our  Notions  concerning  it  are  not  either  fo  juft  or  fo 
diftindl  as  they  might  be.  That  the  Arabs,  in  the  .Days 
of  Mohammed,  were  a  very  rude  and  indigent  People,  is 
certainly  true  ;  but  that  they  had  been  always  fo,  or 
that  at  this  very  Time  there  were  none  amongft  them 
that  had  the  leaft  Tincture  of  Literature,  is  v/hat  I  think 
not  altogether  fo  apparent  as  fome  would  make  it.  The 
Reafon  of  my  Opinion  is  this :  The  Koran^  or  Bible  of 
the  Mohamedans,  is  written  not  only  in  a  fublime,  but 
elegant  Stile,  and,  as  I  obferved  before,  its  Elegance  is 
one  of  the  grand  Arguments  for  the  divine  Infpiration  of 
Mohammed,  Thus  they  put  it.  Our  Prophet,  by  his  own 
Confellion  was  an  illiterate  and  fimple  Man  ;  his  Bookj 
however,  is  written  in  a  pure  and  flowing  Language, 
Udorned  with  all  the  Figures  of  Rhetorick,  and  fuperior 
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to  any  thing  that  hath  been  written  in  the  fame  Language 
iiiicc,  therefore  he  wrote  it  by  the  Diredion,  or  which  is 
the  fame  thing,  had  it  delivered  to  him  by  the  Jbnighty, 
To  refel  this  Propofition,  there  is  nothing  more  neceflary 
than 'to  conlider  the  manifeft  Imperfedlions  vifible  in  the 
Koran  ;  fuch  as  Fad:s  falfe  ftated,  Errors  in  Geography, 
and  Chronology  ;  and,  which  is  ftill  of  greater  Impor- 
tance than  any  of  thefe,  flat  Contradiflions.  But  if  the 
Koran  be  not  divinely  infpired,  it  is  neverthelefs  excel- 
lently writ ;  and  this  is  a  Proof  that  the  Arabian  Stile 
arrived  at  Perfe6lion,  either  in,  or  before  the  Days  of 
Mohammed ;  whence  I  fuppofe  it  will  follow,  that  thofe 
who  ufed  this  Language  were  not  utter  Barbarians^  but 
Men  tollerably  acquainted  with  the  molt  ufeful  of  the 
Sciences,  and  who  were  accuftomed  to  difcourfe  of  Things 
natural  and  divine. 

'  The  Critics  admit  that  there  are  in  the  Book  of 
yob  abundance  of  Arabick  Words,  and  it  is  indifputably 
written  in  the  Manner  of  that  People.  This  feems  a 
ftrong  Confirmation  of  what  was  faid  before  ;  and  indeed 
I  think  it  can  be  hardly  conceived,  that  a  Nation  fhould 
x^m-ATi  Barbarians  in  the  laft  Degree,  and  yet  make  ufe 
of  a  comprehen five  and  a  copious  Language.  The 
Truth  feems  to  be,  that  a  certain  Kind  of  mixt  Theo- 
logy, a  fort  of  moral  Philofophy,  and  a  jumbled  Notion 
of  Aftronomy  and  Aflrology,  made  up  the  Learning  of 
the  Arabians y  who  were  Cotemporaries  with  Mohammed^ 
or  lived  in  the  Ages  before  him.  Thofe  who  fucceeded 
him  were  barbarous  indeed,  for  they  affected  Barba- 
rifm,  and  for  feveral  Succeflions  made  War  on  the  Re- 
publick  of  Letters,  as  fiercely  as  they  did  on  all  the 
neighbouring  Nations,  It  was  in  this  unfortunate  Seafbrt 
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when  Enthufiafm  was  triumphant,  and  Literature  in 
Difgrace,  that  Egypt  fell  into  their  Hand^,  and  fufFered 
no  lefs  by  their  burning  all  the  Manufcripts  therein,  than 
by  their  overturning  and  deftroyuig  thofe  Edifices  which 
Time  itfelf,  and  all  Barbarians  but  thefe  had  feen  with 
Reverence.  By  degrees,  hov^^ever,  this  Paffion  for  Ig- 
norance wore  off  ;  and  as  the  Caliphs  began  to  think 
themfelves  Princes  as  well  as  Priells,  they  likev^ife  grew 
content  to  fufFer  Learning  to  revive  a  little,  and  at  laft 
began  to  cultivate  and  encourage  it.  Jbu  J  a  afar  JU 
manJiirthQ  Second  Caliph  of  the  AhaJJides^  was  the  great 
Reftorer  of  Science  among  the  Arabians'^  for  he,  not 
contented  with  the  Study  of  their  Language  and  Laws, 
which  had  been  hitherto  the  utmoft  Limit  of  any  Ca- 
liphh  Knowledge,  apply'd  himfelf  to  the  Sciences,  and 
fhew'd  a  great  deal  of  Countenance,  not  only  to  the 
learned  Men  of  his  own  Country  and  Religion,  but  to 
Strangers  alfo.  As  his  Reign  was  long  and  glorious,  fo 
his  Condu6l  gave  a  Sort  of  Rule  to  his  SucceiTors,  who 
were  no  longer  afraid  or  afhamed  to  acknowledge  them- 
felves Protedlorsof  Learning,  and  ofitsProfefTors. 

There  did  not  want,  however,  fome  enthufiallical 
Dodtors,  who  thought  that  profane  Literature  might 
endanger  their  Religion  ;  and  thefe  Men  having  great 
Credit  with  the  People,  could  not  mifs  of  having  fome 
alfo  with  their  Sovereigns,  till  at  lenth  the  Caliph  Alma- 
miin^  who  was  the  Sixth  of  the  Houfe  before  m.entioned, 
freed  himfelf  from  all  Reftraints,  engaged  the  Learned 
in  all  ProfefBons,  of  all  Religions,  and  from  all  Coun- 
tries, to  aflemble  in  his  Court,  and  patronized  a  Multi- 
tude, of  Tranllations,  as  well  from  the  European^  as 
from  the  Oriental  Languages :    By  the  former,  I  mean 
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the  Greek  and  Latin ;   and  by  the  latter,  the  ancient 
Perfian  and  Indian  Languages.     On  this  Account  he  is 
regarded  as  the  Jugu/ius  of  the  Learned ;  but  the  Bigots 
are  not  yet  reconciled  to  his  Memory  ;  they  are  perfda- 
ded,  that  by  an  Affectation  of  Magnificence  and  univerfal 
Benevolence,  he  corrupted  the  Manners  of  the  Faithful, 
and  by  introducing  of  foreign  Philofophy,  made  'Room 
for  a  Number  of  Herefies  which  have  followed  in  Reli- 
gion.    I  mention  this  to  fhew,  that  Men  who  would 
cover  their  own  narrow  Notions  with  the  Veil  of  Reli- 
gion, talk  much  the  fame  Language  in  all  Places ;  not 
that  I  am  infenfible  of  the  Mifchiefs  which  Religion  hath 
fufFered  by  the  Intrigues  of  Men  of  Letters;    on  the 
contrary,  I  am  fenfible  that  a  Herefy  is  feldom  dangerous, 
but  when  fuch  a  Man  is  at  the  Head  of  it ;  yet  I  cannot 
think  that  Learning  ought  to  be  difcouraged  on   this 
Account,  becaufe,  if  it  fhould,  I  know  of  no  Remedy 
that  could  be  applyed  ta  this  very  Evil.     Julian  was  fo 
fenfible  of  this,  that  though  he  detefted  that  Method  of 
perfecuting,  which  had  been  ufed  by  Nero  and  Dioclefian^ 
yet  he  bethought  himfelf  of  another,  which  would  have 
been  more  fatal  to  the  Church,  that  of  forbidding  her 
Children  to  ftudy  human  Literature.     Is  it  not  llrange 
that  Bigots  and  Perfecutors  fliould  think  alike,  and  re- 
commend one  and  the  fame  Method  with  fuch  different 
Views,  as  the  extirpating  and  fecuring  Religion  ?    Or 
ought  we  not  to  be  careful  of  admitting  That  as  a  Me- 
dicine, when  prefcribed  by  fufpicious  Friends,    which 
our  Enemies  would  force  upon  us  as  a  Poifon  ?   The 
wifer  Part  of  the  Mohammedans  have  been  always  in  this 
Sentiment,  and  efpecially  the  Princes  of  that  Religion, 
who  reigned  in  Egypt,    Thefc  were  great  Encouragery 
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of  Learning,  and  the  Sun-fliine  of  their  Favour  brought 
many  Strangers  of  Merit  to  their  Courts. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Mamaluh  turned  all  Things  ujv 
fide  down,  and  were  as  open  Enemies  to  Letters,  as  to 
Virtue ;  fond  of  their  own  brutal  Policy,  Power  was  the 
Idol  they  worfhipped,  and  a  licentious  Luxury  the  only 
Happinefs  they  fought.  No  wonder  then  that  all  the 
ProfefTors  of  Learning  fled  out  of  Egypt ^  nor  have  they 
returned  thither  but  by  flow  degrees ;  however,  in  this 
lafl  Age  a  Number  of  concurring  Accidents  have  made 
the  Arabian  Literature  flourifii  here  again.  What  chief- 
ly contributed  thereto  was,  the  retiring  hither  of  many 
of  the  richeft  MoorSy  who  were  driven  out  of  Spain  ; 
as  alfo  the  Munificence  of  fuch  Turkifi  Lords  as  having 
IhelterM  themfelves  in  Egypt ^  enjoy  either  under  the  Pro- 
tedlion  of  the  Spahis,  or  Jamzaries^  the  Pollellion  of 
large  Eftates,  which  they  acquired  at  Court.  Add  to 
this  the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  and  the  Serenity  of 
the  Climate,  which  feem  naturally  to  incline  the  Egyp" 
tians  to  certain  Studies.  But  it  is  time  to  be  more  par- 
ticular, and  to  enter  into  a  diredl  Detail  of  the  Sciences 
>vhich  are  at  prefent  in  Vogue  amongft  the  politer  Part 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country.  This  I  fhall  endea- 
vour to  perform  as  fuccindlly  and  impartially  as  I  can. 
For,  as  on  the  one  hand  I  can  never  fubfcribe  to  the 
common  Opinion,  that  the  Inhabitants  of  all  Parts  of 
the  Earth,  except  Europe^  are  Barhariajis  ;  fo  I  fhall 
never  be  brought  on  the  other  to  allow,  that  the  Euro^ 
peans  fall  fhort  of  thefe  in  true  Wifdom  and  ufeful 
Knowledge,  which  fome  who  have  grown  enthufiafli- 
calJy  fond  of  the  Oriental  Learning  would  perfaade  us* 
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I  SHALL  begin  with  obferving,  that  although  nothing 
Is  more  common  in  Europe  than  to  meet  with  Men  who 
have  no  Sort  of  Talle  for  Books,  or  Learning  of  any 
Kind,  yet  this  is  feldom,  or  rather  never  the  Cafe  in  this 
Country,  efpecially  among  the  Jrabs.  For  though  there 
are  but  few  comparatively  fpeaking,  who  can  read  or 
write  tollerably,  yet  the  Knowledge  of  paft  Events,  and 
the  Contents  of  Poems  and  Hiftories,  faipous  amongft 
them,  is  a  Sort  of  univerfal  Paflion.  Befides,  for  their  Ge- 
nealogies, and  the  Hiftories  of  their  refpe6tive  Tribes, 
if  we  may  call  this  Learning,  every  Man  is  poflefled  of 
it:  They  tranfmit  it  from  Father  to  Son  :  They  em- 
ploy all  their  leifure  Tim.e  in  hearing  or  telling  the  Ex-. 
ploits  of  their  Anceftors  ;  neither  is  there  any  thing  that 
endears  a  Foreigner  to  them  fo  much  as  his  lift'ning 
patiendy  to  thofe  Recitals.  Poetry  feems  to  have  been 
in  Efteem  with  all  the  Oriental  Nations  from  the  earliefl 
Point  of  Time;  and  indeed  if  Enthufiafm,  or  fuper- 
natural  Tranfport  be,  as  it  is  generally  efteemed,  the 
Eifence  of  Poetry,  then  the  Anthors  of  this  Country 
ought  to  carry  away  the  Prize,  as  well  in  Point  of  Ex- 
cellence, as  of  Numbers.  The  Arabick  is,  of  all  Lan- 
"^^ages,  except  the  Greek^  the  beft  fuited  to  poetick 
Compofitions,  for  it  is  extremely  fonorous,  very  copious, 
abounding  with  Epithets,  and  extremely  capable  of  that 
Figure  which  the  Greeks  call  Paranomafta^  which  I 
think  I  cannot  exprefs  better  than  by  calling  it  a  Method 
of  affiiting  Senfe  by  SoundSy  an  Embellifhment  frequently 
met  with  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  and  which  has  cer- 
tainly very  happy  Effeds ;  though  I  know  it  has  not 
been  held  a  true  Beauty  by  our  modern  Critics.  The 
Perfwjt  Language  is  alfo.  extremely  capable  of  all  the 
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Excellencies  of  Poetry,  and  tho'  there  are  not  fo  many, 
yet  there  have  been  as  great  and  as  celebrated  Poets  of 
this  Nation,  as  of  any  other  in  the  Eaji ;  for  which 
Reafon  all  who  pretend  to  Learning,  not  only  through- 
out Egypt,  but  through  the  whole  TurHJJj  Empire,  and 
the  Dominions  of  the  Great  Mogul,  ^pply  themfelves 
to  this  Language,  fo  as  to  acquire  a  Facility  not  only  in 
fpeaking  and  reading  it,  but  of  writing  it  alfo,  for  with- 
out this  Accomplifhment,  there  is  no  acquiring  the  Chara- 
cter of  Politenefs  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  JJid.  The 
Turkijh,  which  is  in  Fadl  a  mixture  of  various  Tongues, 
viz.  the  Arahicl,  Sclavonick,  and  modern  Greek,  is  yet 
capable  of  Compofitions  very  m.uiical  and  pleafant ;  but 
there  are  not  many  Poems  of  great  Fame  in  this  Lan- 
guage unlefs  tranflated,  the  politer  Turks  content  them- 
felves with  Madrigals,  Sennets,  and  a  fort  of  Elegiac 
Poems,  which  yet  would  not  be  held  defpicable  in  any 
other  Lahguage. 

Next  to  Poetry,  we  may  reckon  their  Paffion  for 
Moral' Philofophy,  the  Precepts  of  which  are  generally 
delivered  in  a  mixt  kind  of  Works,  that  is,  partly  Profe 
and  partly  Verfe.  There  are  of  thefe  in  all  the  Orien- 
tal Languages,  and  they  are  alike  read  and  efleemed  in 
all.  They  confift  of  certain  Maxims  or  Aphorifms, 
illullrated  by  fhort  Difcourfes,  Comparifons,  Allegories, 
Apologues,  PafTages  from  Hillory,  Quotations  from 
Poets,  and  fometimes  Prologues  and  Epilogues  in  Verfe, 
by  the  Authors  themfelves.  This  kind  of  Books  are  ufual- 
ly  recommended  to  young  People,  in  refpe6l  as  well  tq 
their  pleafantnefs,  as  to  the  Tendency  they  have  to 
correal  their  Manners.  They  likewife  make  a  part  of 
the  Entertainment  of  lludious  and  fedentary  People,  and 
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are  fometimes  read  in  feledl  Companies  of  Friends,  who 
allembie  for  the  Sake  of  promoting  Knowledge.  The 
ordinary  fort  of  Turks  content  themfelves  with  reading, 
or  hearing  read  to  them  certain  Romances,  full  of 
Itraiige  incredible  Adventures,  but  conne<5Led  by  fuch  a 
itrong  Spirit  of  Enthufiafm,  and  fo  diverfified  by  the  Fe- 
cundity of  the  Oriental  Genius,  that  to  thofe  who  have 
heard  and  underftand  them,  the  Pleafure  the  Turh  take 
in  them  is  not  at  all  ftupendious,  much  lefs  ridiculous, 
a5  fome  of  our  Authors  would  reprefent  it. 

I  remember  amongft  others,  to  have  heard  once  the 
following  Story  read  in  a  pretty  large  Company  :  One 
pf  the  Caliphs  finding  himfelf  in  Danger,  from  the 
Ambition,  Wealth,  and  Power  of  one  oi  his  Minifters, 
conceived  that  the  fafeft  Way  of  delivering  himfelf  was 
to  facrifice  this  Man  to  the  People  ;  and  therefore  having 
ordered  him  to  be  put  to  Death,  he  at  the  fame  Time 
by  Proclamation,  bellowed  his  Houfe  and  all  his  Wealth 
on  the  Populace.  There  warjted  nothing  more  than 
this  Royal  Permifljon  to  fet  the  Mob  to  work,  who  in- 
flantly  tore  the  Houfe  in  Pieces,  every  one  taking  what 
came  firft  to  hand.  The  Author  of  this  Hillory  di- 
grefles  on  this  Occaiion,  into  a  large  Account  of  the 
Minifter's  Luxury,  which  as  he  informs  us,  was  fuch, 
that  there  were  in  his  Kitchen  conftantly  a  certain  num- 
ber of  Difhes  ready  to  be  fet  on  the  Table.  Amongd 
the  Mob  there  was  one  Kohah^  a  poor  miferable  Fellow, 
who  fubfifted  by  felling  Greens ;  this  Man  Humbled  by 
Chance  on  a  Bag  with  two  thoufand  Pieces  of  Gold,  a 
great  good  Fortune  in  outward  Appearance,  but  the 
3ufinefs  was  how  to  fecure  it  j  Kohak  carried  it  as  well 
3S  he  could  into  the  Kitchen,  and  feeing  there  an  eaf^ 
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thcrn  Pot  half  full  of  Rice  and  Mutton,  he  threw  his 
Bag  into  it,  and  then  fetting  the  Pot  upon  his  Head, 
inarched  off  in  Triumph.  The  Crowd  made  Way  for 
him  as  he  pafTed,  {houting  and  jeering  him  for  making 
Prize  of  a  little  Victuals,  Well^  well,  faid  Kohak,  you 
ivho  have  Richeunay  covet  Riches,  to  me  it  isfomethitig  that 
I  have  got  a  Dinner,  The  People  were  fo  well  pleafed 
with  the  Modefty  of  this  Anfwer,  that  they  commen- 
ded the  Man,  and  fufFered  him  to  go  peaceably  to  his 
Hut,  where  he  quickly  difcovered  to  his  Family  that  he 
had  brought  them  Rice  and  Mutton  for  their  Life-time. 
The  Turks  laughed  immoderately  at  this  Relation,  whicji 
fo  provoked  a  German  who  was  prefent,  that  he  could 
not  avoid  a{king  Ofinan  Effendi,  vfho  brought  him, 
where  the  Wit  or  Senfe  of  that  Story  lay.  Why,  Friend 
anfwered  the  Turk  gravely.  Art  thou  one  of  the  Moh^ 
that  amongfl  the  Rice  and  Mutton  loofe  Sight  ofthf  Gqldy 
and  think  your  own  Ignorance  IVifdom, 

Not  to  carry  Things  farther  than  they  naturally  go, 
I  think  I  may  affirm,  that  as  the  Oriental  Imagination  is 
tvonderfully  {harp,  amazingly  rapid,  and  yet  always 
pleafant  and  amufing  ;  fo  there  is  a  Profundity  in  Judg- 
ment, efpecially  obfervable  in  the  Moors  and  Arabs,  who 
have  applyed  themfelves  to  Learning,  which  can  never 
be  defcribed.  When  one  of  thefe  Stories  hath  beea 
fead,  the  Book  is  generally  laid  by.  Then  fomebcdy 
ftarts  a  Queftion,  another  replies,  and  as  the  Converfa- 
tion  grows  warm,  a  Multitude  of  fhining  fublime  Things 
&re  faid,  which  vrauld  appear  altogether  incredible  if  re- 
peated. The  publick  Accademies,  or  as  we  call  them  in 
Europe  Univerfities,  are  very  numerous  in  the  Countries 
POiT^iTed  by  Mohammedan  Princes,  and  there  are  a  prq« 
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digious  numL)er  of  Scholars  educated  in  each  of  them. 
It  is  not  therefore  a  real  Want  of  Learning,  which 
makes  thefe  People  appear  fo  ignorant  to  our  European 
Travellers,  but  their  valuing  that  Learning  moll  vi^hich 
we  value  leaft,  and  in  which,  few  of  our  Travellers 
have  any  Skill  at  all.  Befides  it  requires  a  great  deal  of 
Time  and  Application  to  acquire  any  Degree  of  Know- 
ledge in  the  Arabian  and  Perfian  Tongues,  and  a  much 
longer  Space  to  relifh  the  Hiftories,  Poems,  and  EfTays, 
that  are  wrote  in  them.  However  if  no  other  Good 
refulted  from  it,  this  alone  would  juftify  a  Man  in  taking 
fuch  Pains,  that  he  hath  thereby  an  Opportunity  of 
reading,  many  Greek  and  Latin  Authors  entire,  of  which 
we  have  only  mutilated  Copies.  For  inllance,  there 
is  certainly  a  compleat  Arabuk  Tranflation  of  T.Livius^ 
and  I  have  been  informed,  that  there  is  a  compleat 
Verlion  of  Curtius  in  Perfian*  To  condemn  therefore 
in  the  grofs  all  thefe  People  efteem ,  is  abfurd ;  becaufe  we 
at  the  fame  Time  include  what  we  ftudy  and  admire 
ourfelves.     But  of  this  enough. 

We  are  in  Europe  flrongly  prejudiced  againft  Orien- 
tal Hiftories,  but  this  Prejudice  is  derived  rather  from 
their  Manner  than  their  Matter,  and  fometimes  for 
want  of  diftinguifhing  Romances  from  Hiftory.  It  is 
many  Ages  ago  that  Xenophon  borrowed  from  the  Per- 
f.ans  the  Plan  of  the  Inftitution  of  Cyrus,  z  Work  not 
written  ftridlly  according  to  Fa6ls,  and  yet  not  fiird 
up  with  Falfehoods,  but  with  the  Appearances  of  Truth, 
fitted  to  amufe  and  to  inftruft,  not  to  deceive  or  to  de- 
lude the  Reader  ;  for  it  is  well  known  throughout  the 
■Eafi,  and  was  no  Doubt  as  well  underftood  by  the 
GnekSy  that  thefe  Pieces  were  not  ftri<^  Hiftory,  but 
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that  they  had  what  the  skilful  in  Mufick  call  a  Ground 
of  Fa6t,  thereafoning  and  Decorations  flowing  from  the 
Genius  of  the  Author.  But  befides  thefe  hiftorical  Ro- 
mances, which  are  indeed  very  numerous,  there  are  in 
the  Eaji  a  great  abundance  of  original  and  well  wrote 
Hiftories. 

Some  of  them  contain  general  Tranfa6lions  in  all  Nati- 
ons, from  the  beginning  of  the  World,  to  fome  certain  Pe- 
riod ;  fome  the  particular  of  certain  Nations ;  fome  con- 
taining the  Dynafties  of  the  ancient  Kings  before  the 
Time  of  Mohammed ;  fome  recording  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Princes  of  that  Faith,  who  have  ruled  in  all  the  Na- 
tions that  have  embraced  it.  Pviou  of  thefe  are  in  Per- 
fian  or  Arahich^  fome  in  the  Turki/h  Language,  and  a 
great  many  tranllated  into  it.  There  are  no  lefs  than 
thirteen  Hiftories  of  the  Houfe  of  Othoman^  written  by 
feveral  Authors,  fome  in  Profe,  and  fome  in  Verfe. 
Befides,  there  is  hardly  a  great  City  in  all  the  Eajl  of 
which  there  is  not  one,  or  more  Hiftories.  The  Lives 
of  Caliphs^  SuUanSy  famous  Gene^als^  Statefmen,  Hifio- 
rians^  Poets^  and  Holy  Me?idxt  written  apart;  and  there 
are  likewife  numberlefs  Accounts  of  Earthquakes,  Fa- 
mines, Plagues,  Rebellions,  Revolutions,  and  other  re- 
markable Events,  penn'd  in  the  V/ay  of  Chronicle, 
with  excellent  Remarks,  and  curious  Obfervations. 
Some  great  Men  have  compiled  large  Colledions  in  the 
Elfay  kind,  long  before  that  kind  of  Writing  was  heard 
of  in  Europe^  and  the  French  AmbaiTador  at  Conjfanti- 
nopk  fent  his  Mafter  about  the  Year  1670,  feveral  Vo- 
lumes written  in  this  Way  four  hundred  Years  ago,  by 
a  Vizir  of  the  Sultan  oi  KhoraJJan. 
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As  to  Annals,  they  have  Works  in  that  Form  of 
great  Accuracy,  and  of  vaft  Extent.  Thofe  of  Perfta 
make  two  hundred  Volumes,  and  I  am  well  alTured, 
Xhat  the  Annals  of  China  are  of  the  fame  Bulk ;  but 
then  they  are  an  Abridgment  only,  for  thofe  called  the 
Royal  Annals  of  China  make  five  hundred  Volumes, 
And  there  is  a  general  Hiftory  of  the  Tartars^  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  examined  by  a  hundred  learned  Men, 
divided  into  five  Parts,  each  containing  twenty  Volumes. 
It  mufl  however  be  allowed,  that  the  want  of  Printing, 
and  the  exceflive  Price  of  Manufcripts,  render  Libraries 
very  thin  in  Mohammedan  Countries,  that  is  in  Com- 
parifon  of  ours ;  yet  their  Libraries  are  more  compre- 
henfive  then  they  feem,  fince  they  contain  no  variety  of 
Editions,  much  lefs  Duplicates  of  the  fame  Book.  How- 
ever in  Royal  Libraries,  and  thofe  colleded  by  Men  in 
high  Station,  and  of  great  Fortune,  there  are  noble 
Colledlions.  The  Royal  Library  at  Fez^  contains 
thirty  thoufand  Volumes,  of  which  many  noble  Moors 
have  Catalogues.  I  need  fay  the  lefs  on  this  Matter, 
becaufe  I  underfland  there  is  a  learned  Man  in  Europe^ 
who  is  about  to  publifh  a  Treatife  exprefly  on  this  Sub- 
jedl,  which  will  be  very  curious  and  entertaining. 

A  s  to  Chronology  and  Geography,  thofe  necefTary 
Lights  to  Hiftory,  our  Wejlern  Authors  have  fo  habitu- 
ated themfelves  to  fpeak  with  the  utmoft  Contempt  pf 
the  Abilities  of  E  aft  em  Writers  in  refped  to  them, 
that  it  may  be  dangerous  to  endeavour  the  Removal  of 
fo  old  and  fo  univerfal  an  Error.  But  as  it  is  an  Er- 
ror, I  will  venture  to  remove  it,  by  affirming,  that  there 
are  as  exadt  Geographical  Defcriptions  in  the  Arabick 
Tppsw«  a§  m  any  oth^r  wJiatfgeverj  and  Why  fliould 
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tliere  iiot  ?  Did  we  not  recover  Ttolemy  from  thence  ? 
For  want  of  lludying  thefe  Geographers,  we  are  mife- 
rably  deceived,  and  while  we  laugh  at  the  Ignorance  of 
the  Oriental  Nations,  it  is  only  their  Ignorance  of  our 
Ignorance,  that  hinders  them  from  deriding  us.  For 
that  they  have  better  Accounts  of  their  own  Countries 
than  we  have,  that  the  Defcription  and  Hiftory  of  every 
little  Kingdom  fwallowed  up  long  ago  in  the  Eafl^  lliil 
fubfifts  in  their  Libraries,  is  a  P'adl  that  cannot  be 
queftioned.  And  as  to  Chronology,  there  are  Arabian 
and  Perfian  Authors,  who  have  written  very  learnedly 
on  all  the  ^ras  that  have  been  in  Ufe  among  the  Na- 
tions of  the  Eajl,  Nay,  I  have  feen  a  Ferfian  Chro- 
nicle, in  which  the  Reigns  of  the  Princes  before  Mo- 
hammed^  or  rather  before  Omar^  are  computed  by  Days, 
snd  a  Method  propofed  for  reducing  the  yffra  of  the 
Hegira^  to  that  of  Ifdegerd, 

But  that  I  may  not  feem  to  be  as  much  prejudiced 
in  Favour  of  the  Oriental  Nations,  as  fome  are  againfl 
them,  I  win  admit  that  many  of  the  Turkijh  Men  of 
the  Law  are  very  ignorant,  and  fo  are  mod  of  the 
Grandees ;  the  Profeflbrs  of  Altrology  and  the  occult 
Sciences  are  alfo  meer  Blockheads  -,  but  then,  have  thefe 
fort  of  People  no  Brethren  elfewhere  ?  Are  all  Men  of 
the  Robe  in  Europe  Solomons  ?  All  Men  of  Quality 
Men  of  Letters  ?  All  Figure- Callers  Men  of  Parts  and 
Probity  ?  If  not,  what  does  the  Ignorance  of  thefe  fort 
of  Men  in  the  Eaft  prove  ?  Surely,  nothing  againft  the 
Learning  of  others,  which  is  what  I  fpeak  of. 

A  s  to  Numbers,  we  ought  in  Confcience  to  allow 
the  Arabians  a  competent  Knowledge  in  them  \  becaufe, 
•^e  have  borrowed  our  y^xj  Figures  from  them.    But 
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befidcs  the  common  Dodlrine  of  Arithmetic,  they  are 
extremely  well  acquainted  with  that  moft  curious  Sci- 
ence^ which  we  call  Algebra^  tho*  I  think  not  very  pro- 
perly; becaufe  this  is  ^mt  Arabic k,  and  the  Arabians 
never  call  that  Science  fo,  but  conftantly  ufe  this  Form 
of  Expreinon,  Al  Gebr  ou  Al  Mocabelah^  i.  e.  Compu- 
iation  by  Comparifin  ;  for  Mocabelah  fignifies  Oppoli- 
tion,  or  comparing,  and  every  Body  knows  that  this  is 
the  moil  eflential  part  of  that  Science,  When  this 
Science  was  iirft  known  in  Europe^  or  to  fpeak  more 
accurately,  was  recovered  by  the  Europeans  ^  the  com- 
mon Opinion  was,  that  this  Method  of  computing  had  for 
its  Author  Geber^  whom  the  Arabians  call  Giafar,  and 
thence  came  our  Appellation.  But  as  this  Notion  was , 
abfolutely  without  Foundation,  as  the  very  Compolition 
of  our  own  Word  fhews  to  a  Perfon  moderately  skilFd 
in  Arabick,  io  'tis  but  reafonable  that  this  Error  {hould 
be  removed,  and  tho'  I  do  not  plead  for  changing  the 
Name  of  this  Science,  yet  I  cannot  help  wifhing  that 
this  Appellation  fhouid  be  univerfally  underllood.  The 
Ferjlans  have  been  remarkably  careful  in  the  Cultivation 
of  this  Branch  of  Knowledge,  there  being  in  their  Lan- 
guage as  well  as  in  the  Arabick^  both  in  Profe  and  in 
Verfe,  a  vail  Variety  of  Works  relating  to  analiticaj 
Computation.  I  cannot  however  deny,  that  the  Eqfl- 
em  Sages  entertain  fome  grofs  Miftakes  about  this  Sci- 
ence, and  that  they  have  mifapplyed  it  ftrangely.  For 
Example,  tliey  attribute  the  Invention  of  this  Art  to 
Arijloih^  w;hofe  Fame  is  very  great  in  the  Eajl^  and 
of  whofe  Works  they,  have,  a  far  better  Colle6lion  than 
v/e.     Yet  in  this  they  fpeak  without  Foundation,  for 

Algebra -ys^.^  certainly  deyifed  by  Diophmtui  of  Alexan- 
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driat  who  lived  in  the  fecond  Century,  and  whofe Works 
both  the  Arabians  and  Perfians  have  in  their  ov^n  Lan- 
guage. As  to  the  vi'rong  Ufe  they  make  of  this  Science, 
it  is  the  fame  which  they  make  of  all  Sciences,  that  is, 
they  would  fain  convert  it  into  a  fort  of  Divination. 
The  very  Piece  they  afcribe  to  Arijlotle  is  written  in  this 
Stile,  and  bears  the  Form  of  a  Letter  to  his  Difciple, 
acquainting  him  with  the  Method  of  Divining  by  Num- 
bers, which  Army  would  be  victorious  in  Battle.  A  miferable 
Fall  this  !  and  altogether  unworthy  of  that  great  Genius 
on  whom  they  would  Father  it.  But  perhaps  -I  have 
been  already  too  long  upon  fo  dry  a  Matter,  for  which 
I  have  no  other  Excufe,  than  that  Men  generally  fancy 
they  may  be  allowed  to  talk  much  on  a  Subject  which 
they  have  ftudied  much.  Let  me  now  fpeak  of  the 
prefent  State  of  Phyfic  in  Egypt^  and  fo  conclude  this  , 
Difcourfe. 

I  have  before  fpoken  in  general  of  the  ancient  and 
prefent  State  of  ProfefTors  of  Phyfick  in  Egypt^  I 
have  alfo  expatiated  on  the  Seafons  and  dilFerent  Tem- 
peraments of  Air  in  this  Country,  but  as  my  Intention 
is  to  treat  this  Subject  more  ltri6tly  here,  I  will  refume 
a  few  Particulars  with  refpedl  to  the  latter,  and  alfo  add 
not  a  few  to  what  I  have  faid  of  the  former.  The  Kit 
of  Egypt  confidered  Phyfically,  is  hot,  dry,  unequal, 
and  in  fome  Months  nitrous  and  chilly.  In  the  extreme 
Heats  of  Summer,  the  Inhabitants  have  reccurfc  to  va- 
riety of  Inventions,  for  the  procuring  cool  Air,  in 
which  they  are  wonderfully  fuccefsful ;  tho'  fometimes 
to  their  Prejudice.  The  North  Winds  which  blow,  as 
I  have  elfewhere  (hewn,  fuddenly  and  incertainly  in  the 
hotteft  Seafons,  are  received  with  too  great  Avidity, 
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and  with  too  tittle  Precaution ^  by  a  People  half  burnt 
by  the  raging  Heat  of  the  Seafon.  As  there  is  a  prodi- 
gious mixture  of  Nations  in  this  Country,  it  follows 
from  thence,  that  their  Habit,  Temper,  and  manner  of 
living,  cannot  in  a  Phylical  Senfe,  be  very  exadlly  de- 
fcribed.  For  Inflance,  in  Cairo  one  may  eafily  reckon 
up  between  twenty  and  thirty  different  Nations^  fuch  as 
Egyptians^  Jrahs^  Ahyjfines^  EthiopianSy  Indians^  Per- 
fians^  AJfyrians^  Greeks^  Turks,  Tartars,  Hungarians, 
Sclavonians,  Ruffians,  Moors,  &c.  We  may  however 
make  a  new  Divifion  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Coun- 
try, fo  as  to  ferve  our  Purpofe  tollerably  well.  In  the 
firll  Place  let  us  reckon  thofe  who  inhabit  Cities  and 
great  Towns ;  thefe  lead  indolent,  eafy,  and  luxurious 
Lives,  affedt  a  moift  cooling  Diet,  drink  cool  Liquors 
in  abundance,  and  bath  often,  hence  they  are  generally 
fpeaking,  extremely  fat,  fome  monftroufly  fo  -,  have 
weak,  cold  Stomachs,  are  fubjed  to  Ruptures,  Drop- 
iies,  and  Fluxes,  and  are  feldom  without  Rheums, 
Defluxions  on  the  Breaft  and  Lungs,  and  other  fuch  like 
'Diftempers,  v/hich  are  exceedingly  increafed  by  the  ex- 
cefTive  Ufe  of  Women.  The  fecond  fort  are  the  Arahs^ 
who  by  keeping  ftridtly  to  the  Cultoms  of  their  own 
Country  and  Nation,  efcape  many,  if  not  molt  of  thefe 
Difeafes,  and  are  of  a  quite  different  Temperament^ 
that  is  have  fpare  and  hedtic  Conftitutions.  The  third 
fort  are  the  Villagers  or  Peafants,  a  Race  of  laborious, 
hardy  People,  who  endure  all  Seafons,  and  all  Weathers, 
eat  little,  work  much,  are  of  a  dark  Sun-burnt  Com- 
plexion, and  are  fo  feldom  the  Objeds  of  a  Phylician's 
Care,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  their  Conftitutions  are, 
farther  than  as  they  are  reprefented  by  the  foregoing 
DeCcription, 

This 
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This  Account  will  ferve  well  enough  to  fhew  how 
People  come  to  be  lick,  unhealthy,  and  fhort  lived ; 
but  as  many  of  the  Egyptians  efcape  all  thefe  Evils,  and 
attain  extreme  old  Age,  it  is  necelTary  that  this  alfo 
Ihould  be  accounted  for,  at  leaft  as  far  as  it  may  be.  All 
the  ancient  Hillorians,  and  not  a  few  modern  Travel- 
lers allure  us,  that  the  Egyptians  live  long,  and  indeed 
the  Fadl  is  indubitable,  but  then  we  muft  admit  of  pro- 
per Diitindions.  The  native  Egyptians^  the  Arabs^ 
and  the  Peafants  are  long  lived,  together  with  fuch  as 
are  pretty  careful  of  their  Health,  of  which  there  are 
feveral  Caufes,  (amongft  which  however  the  Air  muft 
never  be  reckoned,)  but  the  principal  Caufe  is  Tempe- 
rance. In  Egypt  few  People  eat  much  Flefh,  and  the 
Flefh  they  do  eat,  is  either  Veal,  Mutton,  or  Fowls ; 
they  are  likewife  no  Drinkers  of  ilrong  Liquors,  and  are 
extremely  careful  in  preferving  a  calm  and  quiet  State 
of  Mind.  This  m^ay  feem  not  very  confifrent  with 
what  I  faid  of  their  Luxury,  but  that  is  not  my  Fault, 
the  general  Intemperance  of  the  Northern  and  Wellern 
Parts  of  Europe  give  the  Inhabitants  of  thofe  Countries 
a  falfe  Idea  of  Luxury,  which  is  found  in  many  Things 
belides  eating  and  drinking,  fuch  as  in  Habit,  Atten- 
dance, Baths  for  Pleafure,  Perfumes,  and  a  thoufand 
other  Things  difcoverable  by  human  Invention,  when 
turn'd  to  fo  unworthy  a  Purfuit.  With  refpecl  to  thefe 
Things  the  Egyptians  2xt  luxurious,  nor  are  they  altoge- 
ther free  from  it  in  Point  of  Diet  5  for  they  are  careful 
in  gratifying  their  Talles,  but  not  immoderate  in  tlis 
ufe  of  what  they  like. 

Our  Accounts  of  Egypt  always  fpeak  of  the  Plague 
^s  a  Difeafe  common  in  Egypt ^  and  fo  indeed  it  is,  for 
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it  vifits  the  Inhabitants  once  a  Year  pun61ually,  and 
fometimes  commits  great  Havock  j  of  which  more  parti- 
cularly  hereafter.  But  belides  the  Plague,  the  Inhabitants 
are  vifited  by  peflilential  Fevers,  which  are  mortal  in 
twenty-four  Hours;  young  People  efpecially  at  Cairo 
and  Alexandria^  are  in  Danger  every  Summer  from  a 
malignant  kind  of  Small-Pox  which  rages  exceflively. 
The  Leprofy  is  alfo  a  common  Diftemper,  efpecially 
among  the  meaner  fort  of  People,  occafioncd  by  their 
Meat  and  Drink.  They  have  in  ibis  Country  a  fort  of 
fat,  fait,  half  rotten  Checfe,  which  both  on  Account 
of  its  cheapnefs  and  of  its  Relifli,  is  much  eaten  by  the 
ordinary  Peafants,  who  likev/ife  take  up  with  Greens, 
Roots,  and  Pulfe,  as  well  as  with  Flefh  not  in  Perfec- 
tion, and  in  the  Summer  Months  when  the  Nile  is 
low,  are  conftrained  to  ufe,  other  Water,  which  is  not 
only  unwholefome  by  Comparifon  with  the  Ntle^  but 
perhaps  the  mofl  unwholefome  in  the  World.  In  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Cairoy  and  even  in  the  City  itfelf. 
Numbers  are  afflided  with  a  kind  of  Leprofy,  which 
is  properly  an  EUphantiafis^  Vi^hereby  from  their  Hips 
dov/nwards  they  are  fwell'd  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  lofe 
the  Form  of  their  Limbs,  as  well  as  the  Ufe  of  them, 
and  inltead  of  Legs  and  Feet,  they  are  fupported  by 
fliapelefs  Pillars,  like  the  Legs  of  Elephants ;  yet  is  this 
extraordinary  Swelling  without  Pain.  All  kinds  of  Rup- 
tures, and  fome  of  them  equally  hideous  and  painful, 
are  very  frequent,  and  fo  is  the  Gout,  the  Gravel,  and 
the  Stone,  obftrudions,  and  Inflammations  in  the  Bo- 
wels, and  all  the  Difeafes  of  which  the  Head  and  Eyes 
are  capable.  But  of  thefe  I  forbear  to  fpeak  parti- 
cularly, becaufe  I  do  not  know  that  they  differ  much 
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from  the  fame  fort  of  Difeafes  in  Europe  ;  and  becaufe 
I  am  willing  to  fpeak  difFufely  of  the  Plague,  which 
I  have  faid,  conftantly  vilits  Egypt ^  and  of  which,  tho' 
cur  Authors  fpeak  much,  yet  I  think  little  hath  hither- 
to been  faid  accurately  about  it. 

This  grievous   and  deilrudlive   Malady,   tho'  it  be 
much  llrengthened  and  -  encreafed  by  the  Heat  of  the 
Air  in  Egypt ^    is  feldom  or   never  bred  there  ;  fo  that 
the'  it  may  be  lliied  endemlal  and  epidemic  in   Egypty 
yet  it  cannot  be  called   indigenous^  iince  it  is  certainly 
derived  either  from  Greece  or  Syria, on  the  one  Side,or  from 
Barbary  or  Libya  on   the  other  ;  and  thefe  Plagues  are 
very  different.     The  Plague  when  it  comes  from  Greece 
feizes  many,  but  its  Symptoms  are  mild,  and  there  are  but 
a  few  to  whom  it  proves  mortal ;  the  Plague  from  Syria 
is  more  fatal,  for  tho'  few  are  feized  thereby,  yet  more 
die  than  in  the  former  Cafe ;  but  when  the  Plague  comes 
from  Barbary,  or  Libya,  it  lays  all  Cairo  wafte,  preying 
on  all  Degrees  of  People  v/ith  grievous  and  prodigious 
Symptoms, which  mollly  terminate  in  Death,  fo  that  ^qw 
who  are  ftruck  therewith,  preferve  either  Hope  or  Rea- 
fon.     When  the  Plague  comes  early  in  the  Year,  that 
is  in  the  Months  of  September  or  O^ober,  It  does  moll 
Mifchief,  and  continues  longed  ;  but  when  it  is  late  in 
the  Seafon  before  it   vilits  Cairo,  it  does  not  fpread  fo 
excefliveiy,  or  do  fo  much  Mifchief.     But  whenever  it 
comes,  or  of  whatfoever  fort   it  be,  the  rifing  of   the 
Nile  delivers  the   People  at  once,  not  only  from   the 
Difeafe,  but  from  all  Appreheniions  of  it.  Seven  Months 
therefore  is  the  Circle   of  its   Reign,   in  which  if  ve 
may  believe  what  the  Inhabitants  of  Cairo  unanimoufly 
all'ert,  it  hath   fometimes  carried  off  half  a  Million  of 
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Perfons;.but  this  is  very  rare,  and  if  feventy  thoufand 
die  in  a  Year  of  that  Diltemper,  it  is  held  to  be  a  very 
great  Mortality. 

T  \v  o  Things  there  are  which  I  think  not  eafily,  if 
they  are  at  all  to  be  accounted  for,  and  that  is,  the 
coming  and  the  going  of  the  Plague,  both  of  which  are 
Fa^LS  fo  thoroughly  aiTerted,  that  no  Man  in  his  right 
Senfes  pretends  to  doubt  of  them.  That  the  Plague  is  pro- 
pagated in,  and  transferr'd  from  Place  to  Place  by  the  Air, 
feems  to  be  a  Thing  out  of  Difpute,  but  how  it  is  ge- 
nerated therein,  I  mull  confefs  I  cannot  fay.  Thofe  who 
have  lived  at  Co?iJiantinople  affirm,  that  it  is  always  more 
or  lefs  in  that  City,  and  the  common  Opinion  in  Egypt 
is,  that  the  Plague  is  always  in  forae  Part  or  other  of 
Barhary-y  which  if  true,  one  might  with  fome  Colour 
of  Reafon  fuggeft,  that  the  Wind  blowing  long  from 
either  of  thefe  Quarters,  might  bring  along  with  it  the 
jnfeded  Air,  which  once  fuck'd  in,  might  give  a  be- 
ginning to  the  Difeafe  in  Egypt^  where  it  muft  be  kept 
up  and  continued  by  the  ftifling  Pleat  of  the  Summer 
Months,  which  tho'  not  fufficient  to  produce,  may  be 
very  capable  of  circulating  and  fpreading  the  Difeafe, 
and  of  heightening  the  Degree  of  the  Infedion.  The 
Hopping  of  the  Plague,  or  rather  the  entire  Cefiation 
thereof,  is  a  Thing  ftill  more  perplexed,  becaufe  it  hap- 
pens fuddenly,  on  the  firft  rifing  of  the  Waters  of  the 
JSfilej  and  when  the  North  Winds  do  but  begin  to  blow. 
However  I  will  offer  fomething  on  this  Head  too, 
which  if  it  he  not  perfe6lly  reafonable,  yet  may  provoke 
fpme  more  knowing  Man  to  confute  it,  and  eflablifh 
fomething  better  in  its  Room.  Experience  hath  juftified 
^hat  Men  at  iiril,  perhaps  from  Fancy  rather  than  Rea- 
fon, 


C  405  3 

fon,  took  for  certain,  that  Plenty  of  running  Watef 
renders  Places  wholefome,  the  Reafon  of  this  I  conceive 
to  be  the  frequent  Change  of  Air  that  mull  neceflarily 
happen  in  fuch  a  Place,  for  the  one  Fluid  fuftaining  the" 
other,  they  both  move  at  once ;  and  therefore  I  appre- 
hend, that  running  Water  iiipplies  in  fome  Meafure  the 
Place  of  Wind  in  purifying  the  Air.  Now  it  is  certainj, 
that  v^^hile  the  Plague  continues  in  Egypt ^  the  ISlih  runs 
very  flov^ly,  and  at  laft  fcarce  runs  at  all.  But  when 
its  Waters  begin  to  fwell,  which  happens  by  the  Sup- 
plies they  receive  from  Ethiopia^  I  conceive  they  bring 
down  v/ith  them  fi'efh  Air,  which  is  difperfed  through. 
the  Country  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  former  infec- 
tious Air  is  brufhed  oiF  by  the  blowing  of  the  North 
Wind.  I  might  offer  in  Support  of  this  Opinion,  that 
wonderful  Change  that  then  happens  with  refpedl  to  the 
Cloaths,  Goods,  and  Domellick  Utenlils  of  Perfons. 
infeded,  which  are  inllantly  made  Ufe  of  without  any 
ill  Confequences  following  thereupon,  which  I  think 
can  have  no  other  Caufe  then  the  entire  Alteration  cf 
the  Air,  nov/  rendered  incapable  of  fpreading  Infec- 
tion. 

By  this  Remark  I  have  been  put  in  Mind  of  a  Cir- 
cumftance  of  very  great  Importance,  and  that  is,  the 
Means  made  Ufe  of  by  the  Mohafmnedan  Inhabitants  of 
Egypt^  to  fpread,  to  propagate,  and  fupport  the  Plague, 
if  J  may  fo  term  their  Obflinacy  in  fhewing  a  Zeal  v/ith- 
out  Knowledge  for  their  Law.  This  they  do  not  only  by 
converfing  freely  with  fuch  as  have  Plague  Sores  upon 
them,  but  by  putting  on  their  Garments  as  foon  as 
they  are  expired,  and  even  felling  thefe  together  with 
their  Moveables  pubiickly,  and  thereby  circulating  th^. 
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Infc^lion  throughout  the  whole  Place,  all  which  flows 
from  an  Opinion,  that  God  having  pre-determined  the 
Time  of  a  Man's  Death,  all  Precautions  are  alike  fruit- 
lefs  and  ridiculous,  from  which  Notion,  the  bulk  of  the 
People  are  not  to  be  weaned  either  by  Reafon  or  Expe- 
rience. From  the  Difeafes  let  us  now  pafs  to  the  Phy- 
iicians. 

There  are  in  Egypt  many  Profeflbrs  of  the  different 
Branches  of  Phylic,  of  both  Sexes  5  many  Occulifts,  Men 
w'ho  make  it  their  Bufmefs  to  bleed  and  fcarify,  and  in- 
deed all  thefe  are  very  dextrous  in  their  Way;  but  for  a 
regular  Phylician,  one  who  has  made  the  whole  Body 
of  the  healing  Science  his  Study,  and  fortified  his  Read- 
ing by  compleat  Obfervation,  there  are  none  fuch  in 
^iJpU  if  we  except  thofe  who  come  thither  from  Eu- 
rope. The  Egyptians  are  great  Takers  of  Medicines, 
as  well  in  good  Health  as  when  they  are  fick,  fome 
Things  they  chew  for  a  fweet  Breath  ;  they  ufe  Elec- 
tuaries for  curing  Crudities  in  the  Stomach ;  they  have 
Syrups  and  Confedlions,  which  ^nfwer  divers  Ends,  but 
above  all,  they  are  great  Takers  of  Opium,  and  other 
Drugs  of  that  fort,  in  Order  to  promote  an  exhilera- 
ting  Senfation,  in  which  fome  Europeans  have  imitated 
them,  but  with  little  Reafon,  and  not  much  to  their 
Satisfadion  ;  for  they  have  found  at  lull  the  Neceffi  ty 
of  abandoning  Opium,  from  the  Accidents  which  follow 
from  their  not  having  it  by  them  at  the  accultomcd 
Time  of  their  taking  it,  which  tho'  it  rarely  happens, 
yet  by  being  miflaid,  or  by  twenty  other  Accidents,  it 
may  happen  to  any  Man,  and  then  his  Life  is  imme- 
diately in  Danger,  he  is  furpriz'd  with  Fits,  with  Con- 
vulfions,  Vomiting,  and  f.^ch  a  mighty  Depreffion  of  the 
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Spirits,  that  nothing  can  be  more  frightful,  or  more  a- 
larming,  than  to  fee  a  Perfon  in  fuch  a  Condition.  But 
it  may  be  enquired,  how  lince  fuch  Symptoms  follow 
the  Negled  of  it  in  a  fingle  Dofe,  Men  ever  find  the 
Method  of  leaving  it  entirely  r  To  which  I  anfwer,  that 
this  is  not  to  be  done  but  with  Circumfpedion  ;  for  firft 
of  all  the  accuflomed  Dofe  is  abated,  which  that  it 
may  give  tlie  lefs  Pain,  is  in  fome  Meafure  fupplyed  to 
the  Patient,  by  adding  to  the  reduced  Dofe  a  Glafs  of 
gfenerous  Wine.  The  Quantity  of  Wine  is  encreafed 
as  the  Quantity  of  Opium  is  diminifhed,  till  at  length 
the  Perfon  is  brought  to  drink  at  his  accullomed  Time 
pure  Wine,  without  any  Inconvenience.  Afterwards 
the  Wine  is  decreafed  in  Quantity,  fo  that  in  fix  Months 
it  may  be  left  off  as  well  as  the  Opium,  and  Nature 
left  to  perform  what  was  before  the  EiTedl  of  Art;  for 
what  a  Man  does  who  has  taken  Opium,  is  like  what 
a  Puppet  may  be  made  to  do  by  Clock-work,  it  afto- 
nifhes  the  ignorant,  but  Men  of  Senfe  have  no  Opinion 
of  it. 

The  Egyptian  Phylicians  bleed  very  copisufly  almoft 
for  all  Difeafes,  frequently  without  any  Difeafe  at  all, 
and  this  they  do  without  dillindlion  of  Age  or  Sex, 
which  certainly  produces  a  great  deal  of  Mifchief,  and  I 
make  no  Queftion  that  it  heightens  to  a  dangerous  De- 
gree, many  of  the  Diforders  which  it  is  made  Ufe  of  to 
abate.  The  Practice  in  this  Cafe  is  not  more  deflrudivc 
than  the  Principle  on  which  it  is  grounded  is  ridiculous ; 
for  thefe  Dealers  in  Medicine  having  as  I  faid  before, 
no  comprehenfive  Knowledge  of  the  Art  they  profefs, 
affign  fuch  Caufes  for  Difeafes  as  will  bell  fatisfy  the 
People.     They  pretend  therefore,  that  all  the  Water  of 
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the  Nik,  which  a  Man  receives  into  his  Body,  becomes 
Blood  ;  and  this  they  fay  hath  been  the  Cafe  ever  lince 
ikf^5  changed  the  Water  of  that  River  into  Blood.  But 
tho'  they  may  bleed  too  much,  and  certainly  do  it  often 
without  any  true  Reafon,  yet  it  mull  be  owned,  that 
they  do  it  more  dexleroufly,  and  to  better  Purpofe  than 
we  do  in  Europe,  For  inilance,  they  open  more  Veins 
than  we  do.  Where  there  is  an  intenfe  Head-ach,  they 
bleed  in  the  Forehead,  and  in  the  Nofe,  and  thereby 
frequently  cure  the  Patient  upon  the  Spot.  They  bleed 
likevvife  on  the  Wrift,  behind  the  Ears,  in  the  Neck,. 
^c.  But  their  great  Skill  lies  in  opening  of  Arteries, 
which  they  do  frequently,  and  very  fuccefsfully,  in  all 
Parts  of  the  Body,  and  without  any  of  thofe  Symptoms 
which  attend  the  accidental  pricking  thefe  Veflels  in  our 
Northern  Climates.  They  likewife  cup  and  fcarify  very 
dexteroufly  ;  fo  that  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  as  they 
have  certainly  forgot  and  loft  the  Theory  of  the  Antients, 
they  yet  as  certainly  preferve  the  Methods  in  Ufe 
in  thofe  Days,  which  ought  to  give  us  higher  Ideas  of 
the  practical  Skill  of  the  old  Phyficians  than  we  are  apt 
to  entertain  ;  which  whether  it  arifes  from  Envy  to- 
wards them-,  or  Vanity  in  our  felves,  I  pretend  not  to 
determine. 

I  MUST  not  omit,  now  I  am  fpeaklngof  the  fmgular 
Operations  performed  by  the  Egyptian  Surgeons,  if  I 
may  fo  call  them,  an  odd  Way  of  extrading  Stones  out 
of  the  Bladder,  which,  as  I  never  heard  oVm  Europe,  fo 
I  have  Reafon  to  think  it  has  never  been  praftifed  there» 
This  is  a  Bufinefs  by  it  k\^,  and  thofe  who  are  Ikillful 
therein  get  a  great  deal  of  Money,  for  the  Stone  is  a 
common  Dif^cmper,  not  only  amongil.  the  Jm{  and 
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Cbriftians^  but  amongft  the  Turks  and  native  Egyptians  \ 
and  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  thofe  who  are  troubled 
therewith  are  content  to  purchafe  Eafe  almoft  at  any 
Price,  efpecially  where  there  is  no  cutting  in  the  Ope- 
ration.    This  the  Egyptian  Artifl  performs  thus.     He 
brings  two  or  three  fmall  Tubes  of  different  Sizes,  which 
fit  one  in  another  hke  the  Pieces  in  a  Hautboy.     They 
are  compofed  of  a  cartilaginous  Subftance,  which  is  ex- 
tremely capable  of  Extenlion.     One  of  thefe,  which  is 
the  largeft,  he  introduces  through  the  urinary  Pailage  to 
the  Neck  of  the  Bladder,  then  paffing  the  Finger  of  his 
Left  Hand  into  the  Jnus,  he  pufhes  the  Stone  towards 
the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  ;  when  this  is  done,  he  takes 
the  other  End  of  the  Pipe  in  his  Mouth,  and  by  blowing 
with  all  his  Force  w^onderfully  dilates  the  Paflage,  'till 
finding  the  Stone  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Tube,  he  draws 
up  his  Breath  at  once,  and  having  receiv'd  it  into  his 
Pipe,  he  flips  down  his  Hand,  and  fecures  it  thereby 
from  returning  into  the  Bladder  5  then  fitting  another  of 
his  Pipes  to  the  End  of  that  which  he  had  before  ufed, 
he  draws  the  Stone  through  the  Penis^  'till  he  is  able  to 
extradl  it  either  with  his  Finger  or  an  Inftrument.    How 
incredible  foever  this  may  feem.,  and  I  know  it  will  ap- 
pear incredible  to  thofe    who    believe  themfelves  befl 
Judges  in  thefe  Matters,  yet  the  Fa6t  is  certain,  and  I 
could  relate  much  more  concerning  it,  but  that  I  think 
this  fufficient  to  thofe  who  will  believe  it,  and  to  thofe 
who  will  not,  adding  any  thing  more  would  only  ferve 
to  excite  farther  Contempt. 

In  the  Dropfy  they  cut  very  boldly,  and  often  eafe 
the  Patient,  nay,  and  fometimes  cure  him  ;  but  then  it 
muft  likewife  be  owned,  that  Inftances  are  not  infrequent 
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where  Gangreens  have  followed  upon  this  Operation, 
in  part  owing  perhaps  to  the  Unfkillfulnels  of  the  Ope- 
rator, and  in  part  to  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Patient :  For 
2s  in  Spain  no  fick  Perfon  will  be  reftrained  from  high 
feafon'd  Hafhes,  fo  in  Egypt  Men  will  rather  bear  any- 
thing than  be  interdicted  cool  Liquors. 

This  Humour  of  theirs,  which  feems  at  lirfl:  fight  fo 
effeminate,  is  in  truth  the  Source  of  their  bearing  with 
wonderful  Patience  fuch  Operations  as  would  terrify  Peo- 
ple almoft  out  of  their  Wits  in  any  other  Place.  For 
inftance,  in  the  Gout,  and  other  Difeafes,  nothing  is 
more  common  in  Egypt  tlian  to  fufFer  the  Part  afflided 
to  be  burnt,  not  by  any  Potential,  but  by  an  adual 
Cautery ;  which  Operation  is  performed  after  the  fol- 
lowing Manner,  The  Patient  being  in  Bed,  the  Perfon 
who  undertakes  the  Cure  rolls  up  a  Piece  of  Cotton 
Cloth  in  the  Form  of  a  Pyramid,  leaving  a  fpiracle  or  Air- 
hole in  the  middle ;  this  Piece  of  Cloth,  thus  rolled  up 
being  fet  on  fire,  is  placed  on  the  Member  affeded,  and 
there  it  is  fufFer'd  to  remain  till  it  is  ccnfumed  to  Afhes. 
By  this  Means  a  running  Wound  or  Ulcer  is  formed, 
which  is  kept  open  as  long  as  may  be,  and  by  this  means 
the  Patient  is  very  frequently  cured,  when  all  other 
Methods  have  failed.  This  they  frequently  pradife  for 
almofl  all  Difeafes.  For  the  Head-ach  they  burn  the 
Temples,  and  behind  the  Ears.  The  Lumbago  they 
cure  by  burning  on  the  Loins.  The  Dropfy,  by  raifing 
an  Ulcer  on  the  Belly.  The  Sciatica,  by  burning  on 
the  Hip  ',  and  the  Gout,  by  burning  above  and  below 
the  Joint  on  which  it  fixes.  It  is  not  necelfary  for  me 
to  enquire  whether  the  Cures  that  certainly  follow  this 
uncouth  Manner  of  Proceeding  ought  to  be  attributed  to 
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the  drying  up  of  the  Humours  by  the  Operation  it  felf. 
Or  to  the  draining  them  off  by  keeping  the  Ulcer  open  ; 
perhaps  it  is  ferviceable  both  Ways.     However,  it  mult 
be  owned,  that  in  fome  chronical  Diftempers,  where  the 
Patients  have  been  quite  worn  out,  and  the  Wits  of  our 
Phyficians  abfolutely  at  a  Stand,  this  Egyptian  Remedy 
hath  been  try'd  with  wonderful  and  unexpedle.d  Succefs. 
But  then  it  is  worthy  of  Remark,  that  this,  and  the  reft 
of  their  Operations,  always  fucceed  bed  under  the  Di- 
redlion  of  fome  Italian  or  French  Phyfician,   which  I 
conceive  to  be  owing  not  fo  much  to  their  Skill  in  Phy- 
lick,  as  to  their  Knowledge  in  Anatomy,  wherein  moll 
of  the  Egyptian  Operators  are  very  indifferently  verfed, 
though  one  would  think  quite  the  contrary,  from  their 
finding  and  opening  the  fmaileft  Veins  with  incomparable 
Eafe  and  Dexterity  :  But  this  Knowledge  they  have  by 
Tradition,  and  their  Adroitnefs  comes  by  Pradlice  ;  i<:i 
that  what  I  have  advanced  cannot  be  looked  upon  as  in- 
credible or  improbable. 

I  MIGHT  add  to  this  Difcourfe  Accounts  of  the  E^ 
gyptlan  Preparations  for  ftimulating  Lull,  for  appeafing 
Care,  and  for  delightmg  the  Mind  by  pleafant  Dreams ; 
but  I  think  the  mentioning  of  them  fufficient  to  fhew 
"  that  they  do  not  deferve  to  be  particularly  treated  of,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  fay  no  more  of  them,  or  of  thofe  who 
contrive  and  exhibit  them.  What  I  have  faid  is  fuffi- 
cient to  give  a  general  Idea  of  the  prefent  State  of  Learn- 
ing in  this  Country,  which  is  all  I  propofe  to  give,  and 
therefore  my  Tafk  being  ended,  I  willingly  lay  down 
my  Pen. 

It  is  now  Time  to  return  to  my  own  Affairs,  and  to 
the  Reafons  v^high  led  us  to  a  precipitate  Return  into 
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Europe^  after  having  rendered  a  Country  not  very  agree-, 
able  to  Strangers,  almofl  as  eafy  to  us  as  to  its  natural  In- 
habitants.    In  the  Month  of  Augujl^  we  received  a  Let- 
ter from  Mr.  Fetkerjloiu^  full  of  very  good  News,  but 
with  an  Intimation,  that  our  Prefence  at  Leghorn  might 
be  as  ufefulto  us,  or  rather  more, fo,  than  a  longer  Reli- 
dence  in  Afrid.     In  a  private. Letter  to  me,  Mr.  Fe- 
therjlone  informed  me  that  John/on  had  fold  in  France  a 
little  Colledion  which  I  had  fent  him  of  valuable  Stones, 
for  two  thoufand  iive  hundred  Crowns,  which  was  a 
fifth  Part  more  than  I  expelled  ;  and  he  likewife  hinted, 
that  if  I  could  bring  more  of  thefe  Stones  into  Europe , 
they  would  be  more .  beneficial  than  Curiofities,  on  ac- 
count of  various  Royal  Marriages  which  were  then  talk- 
ed of.  Thefe  Letters  did  not  determine  either  Mr.  Perez, 
or  my  felf,  to  be  very  hafty  in   our  Motions ;  on  the 
contrary,  we  refolved  to  make  a  very  large  Colle^ion 
before  our  Return  to  Italy ^  efpecially  of  Medals,  which 
we  purchafed  very  cheap,  and  of  Manufcripts,  and  fi- 
gured Gems,  which   we  knew  to  be  much  valued  in 
Europe,  by  the  Perfons  fent  from  France  and  Italy  to 
colleft  them,  o^  whofs  Errands  we  had  very  particular 
Accounts;   though,  for  many  Reafons,  we  cautioufly 
avoided  any  perfonal  Correfpondence  with   them.     In 
three  Weeks  after  the  Receipt  of  y\x.Fetherftone\  Letter, 
I  had  a  Meflage  from  the  Venetian  Conful,  direding  m^^ 
to  attend  him  the  next  Morning,  and,  to  my  Surprize 
and  Concern,  was  informed  that  he  had  two  large  Boxe$ 
which  were  dire-iled  to  be  put  into  my  Hands  by  his 
Correfpondent  at  Rofetta,  together  with  a  Letter,  which 
notified  the  Death  of  my  good  Friend  Dr.  Salviaii,  who 
left  me  his  Papers,    fome  Curiofities  he  had  colleded, 
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in  E^ypt^  and  feveral  other  Things  of  Value.  1  thank- 
ed'the  Conful  for  his  Care  and  Goodnefs  on  this  as  well 
as  on  many  other  Occafions.  He  received  my  Com- 
pliments with  the  utmoll  Civility,  and  told  me,  that  he 
v/as  well  acquainted  with  the  lincere  Efteem  I  had  al- 
ways fhewn  for  the  Deceafed,  who  was  his  particular 
Friend ;  and  that  when  I  inclined  to  return  into  Europe^ 
he  would  charge  me  with  a  private  Commiffion  relating 
to  his  own  Affairs.  I  told  him,  that  I  had  already 
Thoughts  of  returning  into  Italy ^  and  was  actually  dif- 
poling  my  Affairs,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  depart  very  foon. 
He  faid  his  Bufinefs  did  not  require  any  great  Difpatch, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  glad  I  would  give  him  a  Week  or 
ten  Day's  Notice. 

O  N  my  Return  home,  I  found  another  Packet  from 
Mr.  Fetherjlone^  the  Contents  of  which  were  not  very 
material,  with  refpedt  to  me ;  but  there  came  inclofed  a 
Letter  to  Mr.  Perez,  which  made  a  very  great  Impref- 
lion  upon  him,  and  engaged  him  to  be  more  expeditious 
than  he  intended  in  his  Return  to  Europe,  As  in  refpedl 
to  his  own  Concerns  he  was  a  Man  of  a  referved  Tem- 
per, I  could  never  be  perfectly  informed  of  the  Contents 
of  this  Letter,  the  utmoll  I  could  learn  by  putting  to- 
gether broken  Expreflions  and  diftant  Difcourfes  was 
this, .  that  his  Uncle,  who  had  been  imprifoned  by  the 
Inquifition,  had,, by  dint  cf  Intereft,  efcaped;  and  the 
Court  finding  it  neceflary  to  intruft  him  with  Remit- 
tances into  FlanderSy  he  was  left  more  at  Liberty  than 
Men  ufually  are  who  have  been  once  under  the  Difplea- 
fure  of  the  Holy  Office,  He  did  not.  fail  to  make  a 
proper  Ufe  of  this  Lidulgence,  for  having  by  large  Sums 
given  to  Convents,  Fraternities,  and  other  Catlliolick 
,^    .  Inftitutions, 
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Inflitutions,  confirmed  the  Prieflhood  in  a  good  Opinion 
of  him,  he  at  laft  found  Means  to  retire  to  Bayonne^ 
after  remitting  into  France^  Holland^  and  the  French 
Flanders  J  an  immenfe  Sum  of  Money,  of  which  he  was 
pollefled  when  he  was  firft  feized,  and  which  he  had 
found  Means  to  fecrct  in  fpite  of  all  the  Vigilance  of 
the  Inquifitcis.  This  Event  made  a  great  Alteration 
in  the  Affairs  of  Mr.  Perez^  not  only  on  account  of  his 
near  Relation  to  this  Per fon,  but  by  reafon  of  his  having 
a  confiderable  Part  of  his  Fortune  in  his  Hands,  which 
he  was  now  in  a  Condition  to  reftore.  What  this  Pro- 
portion was,  either  of  Mr.  Perez' Sy  or  of  his  Uncle's 
Subftance,  I  never  knew ;  but  I  have  Reafon  to  think, 
that  it  was  very  confiderable  from  Mr.  Perez's  Condud. 
His  Refervednefs  was  not  on  Account  of  himfelf,  but  of 
his  Relations,  of  whom  he  had  many  in  Spain  and 
Portugal^  whofe  Safety  depended  entirely  on  his  Taci- 
turnity. After  meditating  a  Day  or  two  upon  this  Let- 
ter, he  told  me  that  he  was  determined  to  go  imme- 
diately to  France^  when  an  Opportunity  (hould  offer ; 
that  as  to  his  EfFe6ls,  he  would  leave  them  to  my  Car^, 
and  that  on  my  fettling  a  general  Account  with  Mr. 
Fetherjlone^  he  would  let  me  know  his  Sentiments  far- 
ther. In  the  mean  time  he  became  very  grave  and 
thoughtful,  fpoke  little,  affedled  to  be  alone,  and  feem*d 
to  be  uneafy  at  our  longer  Stay  in  Egypt  * 

This  induced  me  to  make  all  the  Halle  I  could  in 
fettling  Things  for  our  Return  ;  which  having  at  laft 
performed,  I  went  to  wait  upon  the  Venetian  Conful, 
and  to  receive  his  Commands.  They  related  to  the 
Sale  of  fome  Jewels  which  he  had  already  fent  to  Venice, 
and  about  which  an  Agent  from  a  great  Italian  Princa 
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had  given  himfelf  a  good  deal  of  Trouble.  The  Con- 
ful  had  feme  Sufpicions  which  he  communicated  to  me, 
directed  me  how  I  (hould  be  fatisfied,  and  at  the  fame 
time  put  into  my  Hands  an  Order  to,  his  Correfpon- 
dent  to  follow  in  this  Affair  the  Diredions  he  fhould 
receive  from  me.  As  I  look'd  upon  my  felf  to  be  ex- 
tremely honoured  by  this  Mark  of  the  Conful's  Fa- 
vour and  Confidence,  fo  I  was  no  lefs  obliged  to  him 
for  a  Prefent  he  made  me  of  a  Cabinet  of  Curiofiti^ 
at  my  Departure,  and  the  Pains  he  took  in  recom- 
mending me  to  the  Captain  of  the  Ship  in  w^hich  I 
returned  to  Italy,  But  of  thefe  Things  hereafter.  At 
our  leaving  Cairo^  Antonio^  who  had  ferved  us  long 
and  faithfully,  engaged  himfelf  fo  far  in  an  amorous 
Intrigue  as  to  make  it  his  Choice,  to  Hay  behind,  and 
to  enter  into  the  Service  of  the  French  Conful.  Mr. 
Fere%  exprefled  fome  Surprize  at  this,  having  been  ex- 
tremely kind  to  him,  and  intending  him  much  greater 
Favours.  At  firll  we  could  not  penetrate  his  Reafons, 
but  before  we  left  Rofetta^  we  learned  that  he  had  mar- 
ried a  Gresk  Wench ;  fo  that  in  all  Conditions  of  Life 
It  feems  Love  hath  for  a  Time  a  ftronger  Influence  than 
Intereft. 

We  arrived  at  Rofetta  in  the  Beginning  of  November ^ 
and  the  firft  Place  I  went  to  was  the  Patron's  of  my 
Friend  Sahiati^  to  return  them  Thanks  perfonally,  as  I 
had  already  done  by  Letter,  for  their  Care  and  Exad:- 
nefs  in  fulfilling  that  good  Man's  Will.  They  told  me, 
that  though  he  had  had  confiderable  Opportunities  of 
getting  Money,  yet  he  did  not  die  worth  above  four 
hundred  Sequins,  which  he  had  left  to  them  to  be  diftri- 
buted  in  Charity;  and  which  they  put  into  the  Hands 
cf  the  Fathers  of  Mercy,  to  be  em  ploy 'd  in  th^^e- 
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demptlon  of  Chriftian  Captives,  adding  a  hundred  Se- 
quins of  their  own.  I  cannot,  on  this  Occafion,  avoid 
fetting  down  what  I  have  often  obferved,  that  there  is 
in  eminent  Merchants  a  greater  Fund  of  Jullice,  Honour 
and  Beneficence,  than  there  is  in  almoft  any  other  kind 
of  People  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  of  all  others  they  fpeak 
leaft  of  thefe  Things,  but  content  themfelves  with 
that  Satisfaflion  which  is  the  Refult  of  doing  worthy 
Acftions,  and  which  is  infinitely  more  grateful,  as  well 
as  lefs  diilurbing  to  a  wife  Man,  than  the  Acclamations 
of  a  Multitude.  After  three  Weeks  Stay  at  Rofetta^ 
Mr.  Perez  found  an  Opportunity  of  going  dlredlly  to 
Marfeilles^  which  he  eagerly  embraced,  promiling,  that 
on  his  Arrival  he  would  write  to  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  and 
acquaint  him  either  with  the  Time  of  his  returning  to 
'Leghorn^  or  of  any  other  Meafures  he  (hould  find  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  take.  He  took  his  Leave  of  me  with  all 
imaginable  Teftimonies  of  the  molt  fincere  Friendfliip, 
prefenting  me  with  a  very  fine  Ruby  fet  with  Diamonds  ; 
in  return  I  gave  him  a  gold  Tobacco  Box,  which  was 
very  curioufly  wrought,  and  which  had  been  intended 
for  the  Bajhaw  of  Ca'iro^  as  a  Pre  fen  t  by  a  French  Mer- 
chant ;  w^ho  dying  fuddenly,  I  bought  it  oi  his  Nephew. 
I  w  A  s  under  a  NecefTity  of  remaining  a  Fortnight 
longer  at  this  Place,  during  which  Time,  an  Armenian 
Merchant,  whom  I  had  firll  feen  at  Leghorn^  and  whofe 
Name  was  Ephraim  Sadiy  had  well  nigh  perfuaded  me 
to  think  of  going  to  the  Indies,  Fie  had  been  there 
twice,  and  was  immenfely  rich  ;  yet  neither  the  Fatigues 
he  had  endured,  the  Perils  he  had  run  through,  or  the 
Wealth  he  had  acquired,  could  cure  him  of  ^^At  Itch  of 
Travelling  which  fo  unaccountably  polTelTes  the  Mind 
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of  a  Man,  and  urges  him  to  wander  for  ihe  meer  Sake 
of  Wandering,  and  to  fly  that  Quiet,  to  procure  which  is 
the  fole  reafonable  Caufe  for  Travel.  This  Signior  Ephra" 
im  v/as  a  Man  ofwonderful' Genius ;  he  fpoke  nine  Lan- 
guages perfectly,  among  which  were  Englijh  and  Lovj 
Dutch.  He  had  the  molt  extenlive  Idea  of  TrafHck 
of  any  Man  I  ever  converfed  with,  and  a  Generolity  in 
dealing,  which,  wherever  he  came,  fecured  him  a 
Preference  in  every  Thing.  He  was  perfedly  fkilFd  in 
Jev/els,  and  in  all  the  Trades  relating  to  them  ;  he  un- 
derftood,  the  cutting  and  fetting  them  to  the  utmoll 
Kicety,  and  had  fo  many  Secrets  for  helping  their  De- 
fers, and  heightning  their  Luftre,  that  tho'  I  had  been 
now  for  many  Years  converfant  in  thefe  Things,  yet  I 
found  my  felf,  in  refpe6l  to  him,  Mr.  Pucci's  Secret 
excepted,  a  perfe6l  Novice.  He  was  affable,  commu- 
nicative, lincere,  beneficent,  and  the  molt  amiable  Man 
in  the  World,  if  he  could  ever  have  thought  of  flay- 
ing in  a  Place.  He  was  now  going  to  Leghorn  ;  he 
propofed  travelling  from  thence  by  Land  into  France  j 
then,  after  vifiting  Amfterdam  and  Brvjjehy  he  thought 
'of  going  to  London],  from  thence  by  ^t'^xo  Portugal  -^ 
whence  he  v/as  to  fail  to  Goa^  as  foon  as  an  Oppor- 
tunity fhould  offer  :  And  all  this  he  propofed  to  do  in 
the  Compafs  of  three  Years,  being  then  about  fifty-cnej 
and  having,  as  he  alTured  mc,  never  felt  any  Sicknefs, 
except  now  and  then  fome  wandering  Pains  in  the  Sto- 
mach and  Bowels,  which  he  cured  by  bathing,  and  a- 
nointing  with  warm  Oils. 

I  COULD  L^jt  forbear  fometimes  oppofmg  a  little  his 
favourite  Humcar  of  Travelling,  by  hinting,  that  it 
tGok  off  all  Love  for  our  native  Country  \  that  it  feem'd 
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repugnant  to  the  Nature  of  Man,  that  it  kept  the  Spirits 
in  a  continual  Flutter,  and  that  above  all  things  it  ex- 
pofed  Men  to  the  Danger  of  immatuie  and  unprovided 
Deaths.     He  was  always   mightily  pleafed  to  have  an 
Opportunity  of  difplaying  his  Eloquence  on  this  Subjedl, 
He  laughed  at  the  Love  of  one's  Country,  as  an  idle  and 
narrow  Notion.     One  God,    faid  he,   created  us  all  5  . 
we  come  the  fame  Way  into  the  World  ;  we  have  the 
fame  Bufinefs  in  the  World,  and  when  we  go  out  of  it 
we  are  to  account  before  the  fame  Judge:  All  Men 
therefore  are  Brethren,  and  the  "World  only  is  every  Man's 
Country,     For  my  part,  faid  he,  I  have  feven  People 
conftantly  in  my  Family  ;  my  Phyfician,  who  is  a  Spa- 
nijh  Jew  -,    my  Steward,  a  Greek ;  my   Secretary,  an 
Italian  -,  my  two  Footmen,  Swifs ;  my  Cook,  a  French^ 
7nan\   and  my    Groom,  a   Native   of   Lorrain,     We 
live  all  together  very  happily,  and  we  account  our  felves 
all  Countrymen.     As  to  the  Nature  of  Man,  faid  he, 
there  can  be  no  Repugnancy  to  it  in  Travelling,  any 
more  than  in  any  other  A6lion  j  befides,  there  is  nothing 
more  various  than  the  Nature  of  Man,  and  therefore 
every  Man  has  a  Right  to  do  what  is  agreeable  to  him, 
provided  it  be  innocent  to  others.     As  to  the  Hurry  of 
Spirits,  it  is,  continued  he,    a   Diftemper  of  the  Mind, 
and   wherever  it  feizes  a  Man,  it  feizes  him  in  fome 
Place  or  otlier ;  therefore  the  changing  of  Place,  or  re- 
maining in  the  fame  Place,  hath  nothing  to  do  with  this, 
for  the  Mind  may  be  kept  eafy  and  unmoved  when  the 
Body  is  in  Motion,  as  well  as  when  it  is  at  reft ;  nay, 
I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  Travelling  contributes  to  Quiet 
as  Motion  docs  to  Eafe;  Change  of  Objeds,  foothing 
The  Soul,  as  the  Heat  refulting  from  Motion,  alTwages 
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Pain.  But  in  all  thefe  Cafes  the  various  Tempers  and 
Conftitutions  of  Men  are  chiefly  to  be  regarded.  Im- 
mature and  unprovided  Death,  added  he,  we  ought  all 
to  fear  ;  neither  can  we  either  by  Travelling,  or  making 
long  Voyages  by  Sea,  efcape  from  it  ;  but  this  being  fo, 
it  is  plain  we  may  as  well  die  in  one  Country  as  another, 
or  to  fpeak  more  like  a  Chriftian,  we  ought  not  to  con- 
fider  fo  much  where  or  how  we  may  die,  as  in  what 
Frame  of  Mind  Death  fhali  find  us.  This  depends  upon 
ourfelves ;  and  if  we  take  but  Care  to  be  good  Men, 
evil  Accidents,  and  even  a  fudden  De^th,  will  not  much 
terrify  or  afflidl  us.  Human  Life  is  a  checquer'd  Ta- 
blet, which  retains  its  Mixture  of  black  and  white,  whe- 
ther moved  or  left  Handing. 

These  were  the  Arguments  he  uied  to  juflify  his 
Love  to  Roving  ;  and  tho'  it  mull  be  acknowledg'd 
that  they  are  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  Reafon  is  forced  to 
d-idlate  when  the  Imagination  is  too  ftrong  for  her,  yet 
I  confefs  they  made  fome  Impreffion  upon  me,  or,  to 
fpeak  the  Truth,  I  was  charmed  with  his  Magnificence 
and  princely  Way  of  Living,  and  fufFered  my  Mind  to 
fwell  with  the  vain  Ambition,  of  imitating  what  I  ought 
to  have  pitied.  But  as  a  waking  Dream  led  me  wrong, 
fo  a  Vilion  of  the  Night  fet  me  right.  It  happened  one 
Evening,  after  having  fate  late  with  my  Friend  Ephra- 
m-i  for  we  lodged  in  the  fame  Houfe,  when  I  retired 
to  my  own  Apartment,  I  found  my  felf  little  inclined 
to  ileep,  and  as  little  inclined  to  read.  I  walked  up  and 
down  for  fome  Time  without  thinking,  if  it  be  poflible, 
of  any  thing,  till  I  found  my  felf  weary  on  the  fudden, 
and  fcarce  able  to  keep  my  Eyes  open,  when  throwing 
off  my  Clothes,  I  got  as  foon  as  I  could  into  Bed.    I 
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had  Icarce  clofed  my  Eyes,  before  I  fancy' d  my  Man 
Johnfon  was  in  the  Room,  and  that  I  was  converling 
with  him  as  I  was  wont  about  my  Affairs;  to  which, 
methought,  he  made  me  little  Anfwer,  but  feem'd  ra- 
ther to  be  uneafy  that  I  continued  this  Difcourfe.  Upon 
this  I  prefs'd  him,  with  much  Warmth,  to  fpeak  his 
Sentiments,  alluring  him,  that  I  had  a  great  Defe- 
rence for  his  Advice,  and  that  I  would  take  nothing  ill 
he  fhould  think  fit  to  fay  to  me.  Upon  this  I  thought 
he  began  to  look  more  pleafant,  and  at  length  add  relied 
me  thus.  I  am  always,  Sir,  exceedingly  concerned 
when  I  differ  from  you  in  Opinion,  and  when  my  Af- 
fection for  your  Perfon  obliges  me  to  crofs  your  Incli- 
nations ;  however,  give  me  Leave  to  fay,  that  you  have 
hitherto  been  guided  a  little  too  much  by  hafty  Notions 
and  Opinions,  not  quite  fo  well  digefted  as  might  have 
been  expedled  from  a  Man  of  your  Parts.  Do  not  you 
remember.  Sir,  the  Sentiments  you  had,  and  the  Refo- 
lutions  you  framed  in  your  Voyage  down  the  Nile  ? 
Can  you  imagine.  Sir,  that  Providence  will  always  ex- 
tricate you  out  of  thofe  Difficulties  into  which  you  will- 
fully plunge  your  felf  ?  You  left  England  becaufe  you 
was  not  fafe  ;  you  left  Europe  becaufe  you  had  a  fmall 
Fortune  \  you  have  nothing  nov/  to  fear  or  to  wifh ; 
why  then  would  you  go  to  the  hidie^  ?  This  Armenian 
hath  no  Country,  and  therefore  he  does  well  to  look 
upon  every  one  as  his  own  \  but  it  is  not  fo  with  you  ; 
you  ought  to  know  this,  and  to  make  aright  Ufe  of  it. 
While  I  fancied  I  was  meditating  on  what  John/on  had 
faid,  I  awaked,  but  fo  confufed  and  dillurbed,  that  I 
much  doubted  whether  I  retained  my  Senfes.  I  got 
up,  addreHed  my  felf  to  thofe  Means  which  never  fail 
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to  calm  the  Spirits  of  Men  who  truft  in  God,  and  by 
Morning  compofed  my  felf  to  a  fettled  Refolution  of 
returning,  if  it  was  practicable,  into  England^  and  there 
leading  a  quiet  and  retired  Life. 

A  Few  Days  after  this,  I  received  a  Packet  from  the 
Venetian  Conful,  acquainting  me,  that  a  Vellel  would 
fhortly  arrive  at  Rofetta  from  the  Archei^  and  that  upon 
his  Letter  to  the  Captain,  which  was  inclofed,  I  might 
find  a  fafe  and  commodious  PaiTage  to  Leghorn,  l^his 
accordingly  took  eftedl,  the  Veflel  arrived  the  fame 
Week,  and  failed  a  few  Days  after,  having  no  Pailen- 
gers  on  board  except  Signior  Ephraim^  his  Family,  and 
my  felf.  There  happen'd  nothing  lingular  in  our  Paf- 
fage,  except  the  lUnefs  of  the  Jew  Phylician,  who  was 
fo  extremely  diforder'd  with  Sea-Sicknefs,  that  if  we  had 
not  made  the  Port  as  we  did,  he  would  in  all  Likelihood 
have  died.  I  aflifted  him  the  bell  I  could  \  but  inafmuch 
as  he  would  take  no  Broths  of  our  making,  I  knew  not 
what  to  do  with  him  till  I  thought  of  Chicken-broth, 
fome  of  which,  on  feeing  the  French  Cook  cut  off  the 
Head  of  the  Creature,  and  drain  it  thoroughly  of  its 
Blood,  he,  with  fome  Difficulty,  confented  to  take 
which  kept  up  his  Spirits,  and  faved  his  Life.  He  v/as 
a  very  honeil  Man,  but  moft  inordinately  fuperftitious, 
having  with  the  Jewijh  ObHinacy  all  the  Punctilio  of 
a  Spaniard.  Signior  Ephraim  depended  much  upon  him 
in  all  Things,  and  with  Reafon,  for  he  w^as  certainly  vi 
Man  of  Skill  in  his  Profeffion,  and  of  great  Probity,  for 
which  the  Spanljli  Jews,  perhaps,  as  Spaniards,  are 
eminently  dillinguifhed. 

On  my  Arrival  at  Leghorn,  Mr.  Fetherftone  hardly 
knew  me,  on  Account  of  my  having  loft  much  FlcHi, 
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and  my  Complexion  altogether.  Johnfon  was  gone  to 
Florence  to  fell  a  large  Cabinet  of  Medals,  which  I  after- 
wards underflood  was  bought  by  a  French  Gentleman 
for  the  Chancellor  of  France.  I  would  not  fuiFer  Mr, 
Fetherjlone  to  write  to  him  of  my  Arrival,  that  I  might 
have  the  Pleafure  of  furprifing  him  at  his  Return  to  Leg- 
horn. In  this  I  certainly  a6led  very  foolifhly ;  for  tho* 
Mr.  Fetherjlone  was  fome  time  before  he  knew  me,  yet 
"Johnfon  difcover'd  me  at  firft  Sight,  and  was  fo  much 
amazed  at  this  unexpected  Interview,  that  he  fwoonM, 
and  was  .  with  Difficulty  recovered.  Thus,  for  the 
Gratification  of  an  idle  Humour,  the  meaneft  Pleafure  in 
the  World,  I  put  the  Life  of  one  of  the  honefteft  Men 
in  it  to  the  Hazard,  an  A61  for  which  I  cannot  eafily 
forgive  my  felf. 

It  was  not  long  after  my  Return  to  Leghorn.,  before, 
in  a  Converfation  with  Signior  Ephraim^  the  Price  of 
Jewels  at  that  Time  happened  to  become  the  Subject  of 
Difcourfe,  he  thereupon  afk'd  me  whether  I  had  ever 
feen  any  that  were  truly  excellent,  and  of  a  very  large 
Size,  adding,  that  he  had  lately  fent  into  France  forae 
of  the  beft  coloured  Stones  that  ever  were  brought  into 
purope  J  of  which,  at  my  Requeft,  he  fhew'd  me  the 
Models.  Among  thefe  were  fome  Saphires,  blue,  and 
white,  of  a  very  extraordinary  Size,  and  according  to 
liis  Defcription,  of  uncommon  Beauty ;  but  as  for  the 
Emeralds  he  fent,  I  judged  them  to  be  far  inferior  to 
mine  ;  and  fo  I  told  him.  Upon  this  he  defired  to  fee 
them.  I  fhevv'd  him  feven,  rcferving  the  four  largefl 
I  had  for  another  Time.  He  faid  very  ingenuoufly,  they 
were  the  fineft  he  had  ever  feen,  that  is,  they  had  the 
fewefi  Imperfedions,  moft  or  all  of  which  might  be 
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taken  away  by  their  being  judicioully  fet.     To  cut  the 
Matter  fhort,  he  told  me  that  he  had  at  that  time  fuch 
a  Commiilion  as  would  enable  him  lo  give  more  for 
theie  Stones  than  I  could  reafonably  expedt,  or  than  I 
could  poflibly  get  for  them,  efpecially  if  I  fold  them  all 
together.     He  then  named  a  Price,  which  he  affirmed 
was  the  utmoft  he  would  give,  and  indeed  it  was  fuch  a 
one  as  in  Prudence  I  could  not  refufe ;  fo  the  Bargain- 
was  prefently  concluded,  and  I  had  the  Pleafure  of  fee- 
ing this  Point  of  a  fettled  Fortune,  which  I  had  been  fo 
long  purfuing,  compleated  in  a  few  Hours.     After  this 
Signior  Ephraim  fpoke  to  me  of  Diamonds,  and  of  Ru- 
bies, but  I  told  him  that  I  had  none  worth  fliewing  him, 
but  that  I  had  an  Authority  to  difpofe  of  fome  that  were 
excellent  at  Venice^  if  a  Perfon  who  had  bid  Aloney  for 
them  did  not  come  up  to  the  Price,  which  by  the  next 
Poft  I  ftiould  fet  upon  them.     He  fmiled,    and  afked 
me  if  the  Jewels  were  not  in  the  Hands  of  fuch  a  Per- 
fon,  and  if  fuch  a  Man  had   not  offered  Money  for 
them.     I  was  amazed  at  this,  fuppofing  that  the  Venetian 
Conful  at  Cairo  had  fpoke  to  him  upon  this  Subjed, 
but  I  was  miilaken,    the  Perfon  at  Venice  was  Signior 
Ephrainfs  Agent  -,    he  told  me  fo  frankly,  and  offered 
to  fend  a  Perfon  who  fhould  pay  the  Money  at  Venice^ 
provided  I  fent  an  Order  for  the  delivering  the  Jewels. 
I  accordingly   confented,    and  Mr.   Johnfcn,    notwith- 
Itanding  the  Fatigue  he  had  lately  undergone,  readily 
agreed  to  go  with  Signior  Redi^  the  Armenian^ ^  Secretary, 
in  order  to  put  an  End  to  this  Bufinefs  which  was  of 
.very  great  Concern. 

I  WAS  afterwards    informed,    that  Signior  Ephraim 
collected  all  thefe  Jewels  for  a  Erench  A4erchant  who  had 
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been  in  the  Indus ^   and  having  fold  all  the  Stones  he 
brought  from  thence,  took   this  Method  of  recruiting, 
and  by  dint  of  his  Charadter,  got  a  large  Profit  for  him- 
felf,  tho'  he  gave  very  high  Prices,  yet  he  would  deal  in 
nothing  that  was  not  perfect  in  its  kind.     All  this  was 
nothing  to  me,  the  quick  Negotiation  of  fuch  important 
Affairs  effectually  fatisfying  all  my  Defires,.and  making 
me  richer  than  I  thought  I  had  any  Title  to  be ;  fo  that 
I  fometimes  doubted  how  I  came  by  fuch  Sums  of  Mo- 
ney, and  was  amazed  at  the  Kindnefs  of  Providence, 
knowing  that  I  had  not  deferved  fuch  Things ;  perhaps 
they  were  given  me  that  I  might  deferve  them.     While 
Mr.  Johnfon  was  gone  to  Paris ^  Mr.  Fetherjlone  and  I 
employed  our  Time  in  fettling  a  general  Account,  Mr. 
Ferc%  having  written  him  a  Letter  fome  time  before  my 
coming  to  Leghorn^  deliring  it  might  be  done  as  fpeedily 
as  polTible,  and  fuch  a   Valuation  made  of  the  EfFeds 
remaining,  as  Mr.  Fetherfione  and  I  fliould  agree  upon 
and  this  being  done,  he  delired  the  Account  might  be 
tranfmitted  to  Air.  Abraham  Lopez^  a  Merchant  at  Mar- 
feilles.     Upon  adjufling    all    Matters,    it  appear'd  that 
there  v/as  a  Balance  due  to  him  of  three  thoufand  Piftoles, 
half  of  which  Sum  we  remitted  with  the  Account,  and 
offered  him  the  Remainder  when  he  fliould  be  pleafed  to 
draw  for  it  J  but  inftead  of  doing  this,  Mr.  Perez,  wrote 
us  a  mofl  obliging  Letter,  whereTn,  after  defiring  me  to 
take  out  of  the  Effeds  whatever  Curiofities  I  might  ef- 
teem,  he  gave  all  the  reft  to  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  concluding 
his  Letter  with  thefe  Words.     God  hath  now  rejiored  to 
we  fo  ample  an  EJlate^   that  not  to  make  my  faithful 
Friends  participate  with  me ^  would  he  an  Ingratitude  capa- 
hie  ofdraiv'ing  upon  me  another  Reverfe  of  Fortune, 

After 


n 


AfTER  this  we  heard  no  more  of  Mr.  Perez^  and 
we  had  Reafon  to  believe  he  did  not  long  furvive  his 
good  Fortune,  a  Friend  of  his  at  Genoa  having  received 
a  Letter  by  the  fame  Poll  that  we  did,  without  ever 
having  a  fecond,  and  we  both  writ  in  vain  to  Marfeilles 
feveral  Times.     I  neglected  nothing  during  the  Ablence 
of  Mr.  Johnfon  that  might  contribute  to   the  drawing 
my  Affairs  within  a  very  narrow  Compafs.    As  for  Mr, 
Fetherjlone  his  Affairs  were  now   very    eafy,    and   he 
feemed  to  wifh  as  I  did  for  an  Opportunity  of  returning 
to  England.     However  we  both  referr'd  all  Thoughts 
of 'thefe  Matters,  till  we  ftiou'd  have  difpofed  of  all  the 
Curiofities  we  had  by  us,  and  amongll  thofe  there  v/ere 
upwards  of  700  Medals  of  Gold,  Silver,  ^'c.  We  dif- 
pofed them  in  feveral  Cabinets,  together  with   Gems, 
Bafs  Reliefs,  and  other  Antiquities,  with  Defcriptions  in 
French  and  Italian.,  in  preparing  of  which  we  had  the 
AfTiftance  of  the  Virtuofi.     Thus  employ'd,  and  all  a- 
long  with  a  View  of  returning  to  England^  it  fell  out 
that  one  Morning  after  I  had  been  awake  and  reflected 
on  feveral  Things,  I  fell  fall  afleep,  and  dreamt  exactly 
the  fame  Dream  I  had  at  Venice^  that  is  to  fay,  I  faw 
myfelf  in  a  large  Meadow  bounded  by  a  River  on  the 
other  Side,  of  which  I  faw  Lucia  walking,  but  where- 
as before  I  was  at  a  vail  Diftance  from  the  Bridge,  I  faw 
myfelf  fiow  very  near  it,  and  Lucia  on  her  Side  feem'd 
advancing  to  me.     When  I  awaked  and  conlidered  this, 
I  rofe  with  as  much  Alacrity  and  Satisfaction  as  if  fome 
great  good  Luck  had  befallen  me,  and  I  had  all  that 
Day  fuch  an  unufual  flow  of  Spirits,  that  every  Body 
took  Notice  of  it.     How   frail  a  Thing  is  Man  ?    a 
Dream  alters  his  Condudt,  and  at  the  Diftance  of  thirty 
Years,  he  has  a  fecret  Pleafure  in  owning  his  Folly. 
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On  the  Return  of  'Johnfon  to  Leghorn^  after  the  firft 
Ceremonies  were  over,  and  Mr.  Fetherjlone  was  with- 
drawn, he  gave  me  an  Account  of  the  Succefs  of  his 
Journey,  the  DeHvery  of  the  Jewels,  and  prefented  me 
with  a  Letter  from  the  Venetian  Conful,  which  con- 
tained a  fhort  Compliment,  and  a  Draught  on  a  Mer- 
chant at  Leghoniy  for  the  Value  of  300  Sequins^  as  a 
Compenfation  for  the  Trouble  and  Expence  I  had  been 
at  in  negotiating  this  Affair,  which  I  gave  Mr.  Johnfon 
as  a  Gratification  for  many  fatiguing  Journies  he  had 
taken  in  my  Service,  tho'  his  Modefly  was  fo  great,  that 
it  was  with  fome  Difficulty  I  prevailed  upon  him  to  ac- 
cept it.  Thefe  Things  adjufled,  I  was  upon  the  Point 
of  calling  Mr.  Fetherjlone^  when  Johnfon  llopt  me.  Hay 
Sir,  faid  he,  I  have  Bulinefs  now  of  another  Nature 
with  you.  I  call'd  on  Mr.  Hales  to  know  whether  he 
had  had  any  farther  Account  of  your  Affairs,  there  with 
fome  Difficulty  this  Letter  was  found,  which  had  been 
tranfmitted  to  Geneva  ^  and  returned  from  thence ;  fo  that 
to  be  fure  it  is  of  an  old  Date,  I  had  feveral  Times  a 
Mind  to  open  it,  but  having  confidered  better  of  it  I 
defifl:ed.  This  Letter  was  from  Luda^  it  contained  an 
Account  of  her  Brother's  carrying  her  into  England 
a  kind  of  Prifoner,  under  Pretence  of  her  eloping  from 
her  Husband.  On  her  coming  to  London^  he  would 
not  fuffer  her  to  (lir  abroad,  but  on  Condition  of  mar- 
rying the  Gentleman  lately  returned  from  the  Indies y 
which  (he  abfolutely  refufed,  upon  which  he  hurried  her 
down  into  Leicejlerjhire,  to  an  Aunt  of  this  Gentleman's, 
where  (he  was  not  lefs  ftri^tly  guarded,  till  at  laft  fhe 
took  a  bold  Refoluiion  of  Writing  to  a  Juftice  of 
Peace  a  little  before  the  Aflizes,  and  enclofing  a  Letter 
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to  the  Judge,  which  throwing  out  of  her  Window  in- 
to the  London  Road  was  taken  up,  and  dehvered  as  di- 
rected. Upon  this  fhe  was  immediately  fet  at  Liberty, 
and  retiring  to  her  Father's  Houfe  in  LincolnJInre^  found 
him  Hill  living,  but  fo  childifh,  that  he  hardly  knew  her. 
Her  Brother-in-Law  and  Sifter  not  a  little  incenfed  a- 
gainft  her  by  the  Arts  of  her  Brother,  which  afflifted 
her  fo  much,  that  fhe  refolved  to  come  to  London  and 
live  privately  there.  Thefe  Tranfadions  took  up  feven 
Months,  and  the  Letter  being  tranfmitted  to  Venice^  was 
fent  from  thence  to  Geneva^  where  my  Landlord  being 
dead,  it  was  according  to  a  Dire6lion  fent  with  it  return- 
ed to  Venice^  where  it  lay  till  it  fell  thus  into  my  Hands, 

I  inftantly  wrote  an  Anfwer  according  to  a  Diredioa 
at  the  Foot  of  this  Letter,  befeeching  Lucia  to  afford 
me  a  farther  Account  of  her  Affairs  as  foon  as  polTible, 
In  the  mean  Time  I  redoubled  my  Preparations  for  re- 
turning into  England  at  all  Events,  tho'  by  the  Way^, 
this  was  a  very  mad  Proceeding,  confidering  that  I  ftood 
out-lawed,  and  the  Englijh  Court  did  not  fhew  any  great 
Inclination  to  treat  Perfons  in  my  Condition  with  Leni- 
ty. However  Mr.  Fetherjlone  and  John/on  having  as 
ftrong  a  Paffion  as  I  for  feeing  once  again  their  native 
Land,  did  not  oppofe  me  therein,  relying  upon  my 
Prudence  in  taking  Care  of  my  own  Safety.  When 
the  Time  was  elapfed,  in  which  I  might  reafonably 
have  expelled  a  Return  from  London^  I  grew  very  im- 
patient, and  at  length  melancholy.  A  thoufand  Inven- 
tions occurr'd  for  gaining  Intelligence  from  England^ 
and  were  thrown  aiide  again  as  impradlicable. 

At  length  a  Letter  from  Lucia  arrived,  which  deliver'd 
me  from  this  Perplexity  that  had  wafted  my  Spirits  more 

than 


than  all  the  fatiguing  Journies  I  had  taken, and  all  the  Dif- 
ficulties I  had  run  through.  This  Letter  informed  me, 
that  her  Father  being  dead,  fhe  was  gone  down  to  Lei- 
cejlerjhire  to  fettle  her  Affairs  when  my  Letter  came, 
and  that  it  had  been  kept  for  her  till  her  Return ;  that 
her  Circumftances  were  now  very  eafy,  tho'  the  bar- 
barous unkindnefs  of  her  Relations  had  for  two  Years 
and  a  half,  made  her  fuffer  the  greateft  Difficulties; 
that  fhe  had  fome  Intereft  with  the  Temple  Family^  with 
Sir  Leoline  Jenkins,  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Lord 
Daventry,  lately  created  Lord  High  Chancellor,  fo  that 
fhe  made  no  Queftion  of  procuring  my  Outlawry  to  be 
reverfed,  if  I  was  really  determined  to  come  to  Eng- 
land, I  mentioned  fomething  of  this  to  Mr.  Fetherftone^ 
but  he  immediately  fuggefted  another  Method,  which" 
was  addreffing  myfelf  to  the  Duke  of  Bucks,  tho'  he 
was  at  that  Time  on  bad  Terms  with  the  Court ;  but 
he  advifed  that  the  other  Intereft  alfo  fhould  be  kept  and 
made  Ufe  of.  His  Reafons  v/ere  thefe,  he  faid,  that 
the  difcontented  Party  in  England  were  very  nu- 
merous and  powerful,  and  that  if  I  applied  myfelf  to 
ibe  Mini/lry,  they  would  not  fail  to  caufe  fuch  Repre- 
fentations  to  be  made,  as  might  poffibly  prevent  the 
Outlawry  from  being  reverfed  5  but  that  if  I  applied  to 
the  others,  they  would  recommend  theThing  to  the  Duke 
o^  Monmouth -y  upon  which  it  would  in  all  Probability 
he  referred  to  the  Lawyers,  and  then  my  Intereft  with 
the  Chancellor  and  the  Secretary,  -would  {land  me  in 
great  ftead.  But  above  all  he  prelled  me  to  get  as  ftrong 
Recommendations  as  I  cou'd  to  Sir  William  Temple, 
'  who  was  then  in  Holland,  for  as  he  was  a  Gentleman 
agreeable  to  both  Parties,  and  had  at  that  Time  a  very 
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great  Intereft,  there  was  Reafon  to  believe  his  efpoufing 
my  Caufe  would  efFedtually  fecure  it  Succefs.  To  this 
I  anfwered,  that  I  had  no  manner  of  Intereil  with  the 
Duke  Ol  Buckingham^  that  except  what  I  learned  from 
him,  I  fcarce  knew  any  Thing  of  the  State  of  my  own 
Country,  but  that  however  I  was  very  anxious  to  fee  it 
again.  You  do  not  at  prefent.  Sir,  faid  Mr.  Fetherjione^ 
want  Money,  and  he  that  hath  that,  hath  an  Intereft,  or 
the  Means  of  creating  an  Intereft  in  all  Courts,  and  in 
that  of  England  particularly.  I  told  him,  that  having 
been  never  over  fond  of  Money,  I  fhou*d  not  be  un- 
reafonably  tenacious  of  it  at  this  Time.  He  fmil'd,  and 
made  me  Anfwer,  he  wou'd  make  it  his  Bufinefs  to 
conlider  how  it  might  be  employ'd  for  my  Advantage. 
In  a  Day  or  two  John/on^  he,  and  I,  being  together,  I 
asked  him  whether  he  had  confidered  as  he  promifed  me 
of  a  Method  for  facilitating  what  we  all  fo  much  wifh'd, 
a  fafe  and  fpeedy  Return  into  our  own  Country.  Mr. 
Fethe^Jione  anfwered  he  had,  and  that  he  wou'd  be  ac- 
countable for  its  Succefs.  Johnfon  feemed  to  be  no  lefs 
pleafed  at  this  than  I,  for  as  he  told  me,  he  was  not  a 
little  diffident  on  this  Head,  tho'  he  faid  nothing  for  Fear 
of  difcouraging  me.  We  then  defired  Mr.  FetherJIone 
to  explain  himfelf  upon  this  Point.  There  wants,  faid 
he,  but  very  little  Explanation.  You  know  Sir,  continued 
he,  addrefiing  himfelf  to  me,  how  I  procured  the  Fa- 
vour of  his  Grace  of  Buckingha?n  once  before;  we  are 
now  better  provided,  I  will  carry  over  a  Cargo  of  Cu- 
riofities,  fome  Jewels,  and  a  little  Money,  and  in  a 
Month  or  two  be  aflured  that  you  may  follow  mc, 
provided  you  furnifli  me  with  Inftrudions  how  to  cul- 
tivate that  Intereft  which  you  fay  you  have  yourfelf  at 
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that  Court.  All  this  appeared  as  feafible  to  us  as  it  did 
to  him,  and  therefore  that  no  Time  might  be  loft  in  the 
Execution  of  our  Proje6t5  I  wrote  that  very  Night  to 
Lucioy  to  acquaint  her  therewith,  and  we  refolved  that 
yix,  Fetherjlone  fhou'd  depart  the  very  Moment  we  re- 
ceived her  Anfwer.  But  our  Meafures  received  an  un- 
expeded  Change  in  a  few  Days,  by  Means  of  a  Letter 
that  I  received  from  Lucia  \  fhe  advifed  me,  that  two 
Perfons  in  the  fame  Circumftances  with  myfelf,  had  been 
pardoned  at  the  Interceflion  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth^ 
and  that  as  fhe  was  related  to  Mr.  Draycot^  who  was 
his  Grace's  Gentleman  of  the  Horfe,  fhe  look'd  upon 
it  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  if  I  thought  it  proper,  fhe 
cou'd  fecure  an  Intereft  there.  Upon  maturely  delibe- 
rating this  Propofition,  John/on  oiFered  it  as  his  Opini- 
on, that  Mr.  Petherjlone  fhou'd  without  more  ado,  em- 
bark on  Board  a  Ship  ready  to  fail  for  England^  in  or- 
der to  co-operate  with  this  Lady  in  fo  important  an  Af- 
fair. Mr.  Fetherjlone  readily  came  into  this  Motion, 
and  the  third  Day  after  fail'd  for  England^  of  which  I 
alfo  advertifed  Lucia  by  Letter.  It  mull  be  owned,  that 
tho'  Mr.  Fetherjlone'^  Care  and  Diligence  conducted 
this  Matter  to  a  happy  ifllie,  yet  our  Meafures  were 
very  precipitate,  in  as  much  as  they  expofed  Mr.  Fe- 
therjiom  to  fome  Hazard,  and  drove  this  Bufinefs  Very 
hard,  which  rather  fhou'd  have  been  conduced  with 
leifure.  However  as  it  was  attended  with  no  Lofs  but 
that  of  Money,  I  had  no  Occalion  to  repine,  neither 
did  I,  but  I  cou'd  not  help  feeing  that  I  had  a<5ted 
wrong,  and  therefore  I  note  it,  for  tho*  Luck  may 
cure  Blunders^  yet  it  ought  never  to  hide  them. 
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During  Mr.  Fetherjione's  Abfencel  had  Rccourfeto 
my  old  Method  of  diverting  myfelf  .by  digefting  my 
Papers,  and  by  putting  into  Writing  fuch  Obiervations 
as  occurred  to  me  on  feveral  Subjects.  I  likewife  made 
a  choice  Collection  of  Italian  Books,  and  of  fuch  Greek 
and  Latin  Authors  as  had  been  printed  at  Rome  and  at 
Venice,  I  likewife  confulted  the  Virtuofi  on  fome  of  the 
many  Oriental  Manufcripts  I  had  brought  over,  and 
hy  thefe  Arts  of  withdrav^ing  from  myfelf  pafled  my 
Days  with  tolerable  Eafe,  which  otherwiie  I  believe  I 
fhou'd  not  have  done.  One  Morning  when  I  was  hard 
at  my  Studies  I  was  informed  that  a  ftrange  Gentleman 
defired  to  fpeak  with  me ;  they  call'd  him  ilrange,  be- 
caufe  they  faw  he  was  juft  arrived.  He  proved  to  be  a 
French  Jeweller,  fent  on  purpofe  to  know  if  I  had  or 
cou'd  procure  one  Emerald  more  of  the  Size  of  them 
I  had  fold  to  Seignior  Ephraim.  I  told  the  Gentleman 
I  could  not,  at  which  he  feemed  very  much  concerned, 
adding,  that  if  I  cou'd,  he  wou'd  have  given  a  great 
Price  for  it.  I  told  him  I  had  an  Emerald  by  me  which 
was  larger  than  any  of  thofe.  Ay,  Sir  faid  he,  but  then 
it  mull  be  foul,  I  told  him  it  was  not,  and  upon  my 
producing  it,  he  was  fo  amazed,  that  he  cou'd  hardly 
fpeak.  He  was  himfelf  a  very  good  Judge  of  Stones, 
yet  w^e  had  fome  Difficulty  in  fettling  the  Point  whether 
It  was  or  was  not  an  Emerald,  in  refpedl  to  which  he 
infilled  on  his  {hewing  it  to  the  Jeweller  of  the  Grand 
Duke,  to  which  I  wou'd  by  no  means  confent ;  how- 
ever I  told  him,  if  he  wou'd  buy  it,  he  might  then  (hew 
it  to  whom  he  wou'd,  and  that  he  fhou'd  depofite  the 
Money  in  a  Perfon's  Hands  whom  I  wou'd  name,  who 
flioud  reftore  it  to  him  if  he  was  not  cont<?nted  in  three 
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,  Days  Time.  To  this  he  wouM  have  aiTented,  but  he 
had  not  the  Money  ready,  not  expecting  to  be  afked 
above  half  the  Sum  I  infjiled  upon  for  this  Stone.  This 
Difficulty  I  prefently  removed,  for  I  confcnted  to  take 
a  third  Part  of  the  Money  down,  and  two  Parts  in  Bills, 
which  being  depofited  in  the  Hands  of  an  Englijh  Mer- 
chant I  named,  the  Stone  fhou'd  be  produced  to  the 
Jeweller  of  the  Grand  Duke.  In  three  Days  the  whole 
AfFair  was  adjufted  to  every  Bodies  Satisfaction,  the 
Grand  Duke's  Jeweller  offering  a  hundred  Crowns  to 
my  Chapman  to  quit  his  Bargain,  which  he  refufed  to 
do,  and,  fo  I  received  the  third  Part  in  Money,  and 
Bills  for  the  other  two  thirds  immediately.  Another 
Piece  of  miexpedted  good' Fortune,  for  which  I  flood  ac- 
countable to  Providence. 

Before  I  received  any  News  from  Mr.  Fetherjione 
I  had  another  Letter  from  Lucia^  purporting  that  my 
worthy  Coufms  having  Notice  of  fome  Applications- 
made  for  reverfing  my  Outlawry,  were  come  up  to' 
Tov/n  in  order  to  folicite  againll  it,  to  prevent  my  fi- 
ling a  Bill  for  the  Principal  and  Intereft  of  the  Mortgage 
on-  my  Uncle's  Eltate.  The.  Paffion  of  going  Home 
was  fo  ftrong  upon  me,  that  I  immediately  executed  a 
general  Releafe  before  a  Notary  Publick,  and  tranfmit- 
ted  it  to  London^  where  Mr.  Fetherfione  delivered  it  to 
my  Coufins,  v/ho  upon  this  became  my  very  good 
Friends,  and  joined  heartily  in  doing  me  all  the  Service 
they  cou'd,  the  rather  I  fuppofe,  becaufe  they  apprehen- 
ded that  I  was  returning  Home  very  rich.  Howeveir 
when  all  came  to  all,  and  much  Time  and  Money 
had  been  fpent  in  procuring  a  Warrant  for  the  Reverie 
of  my  Outlawry,  it  appeared  that  I  had  never  been 
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outlawed  at  all.  My  Name  was  in  a  Lift  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  and  part  of  that  Lift  were  outlawed,  and  the  Re- 
mainder were  ordered  to  be  outlawed  at  the  next  County 
Court,  but  by  the  Death  of  the  Sheriff,  and  the  re- 
moving the  Under  Sheriff  this  Order  flept,  and  there 
was  no  Record  of  the  Outlawry,  and  confequently  no 
pollibility  of  reverfing  it.  On  this  Head  I  had  nobody 
to  blame  but  myfelf  s  I  had  been  advifed  of  the  Outlaw- 
ry by  my  Uncle,  L  acquainted  Mr.  Fetherfione  with  it, 
and  my  Coufms  aflured  him,  that  the  Thing  was  fo. 
When  it  came  out,  as  it  did,  the  younger  of  my  Cou- 
Uns  afked  Mr.  Fetherjhne  what  he  intended  to  do.  I 
intend  anfwered  he,  to  write  to  him  to  come  Home. 
Not  fo,  faid  my  Coufin,  he  hath  been  very  generous  to 
us,  and  we  will  be  juft  to  him  ;  thefe  Courtiers  have 
had  his  Money,  why  {hould  he  not  have  a  general 
Pardon  ?  This  was  well  put  in,  for  otherwife  I  had 
■  affuredly  come  Home,  and  when  the  Swearing  Hdrvejl 
came  on,  I  had  certainly  ftood  a  Chance  of  being  put 
Into  a  Fopijh  or  a  Protejlant  Plot,  if  not  both.  In 
confequence  then  of  this  juft  Obfervation  a  Warrant  for 
a  Pardon  was  obtained,  of  which  I  had  Advice  given 
me,  it  being  fuppofed  that  I  might  with  Security  enough 
now  return  Home. 

I  received  this  Letter  in  the  Month  of  March^  and 
refolved  immediately  to  embark  for  England.  On  this 
Occafion  Johnfon  interpofed,  he  faid  he  apprehended  it 
wou'd  be  better  if  I  did  not  go  to  England  till  the  Par- 
don was-a6lually  fealed,  that  it  was  not  impoffible  bui 
new  Difficulties  might  be  ftarted,  and  that  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  get  over  any  of  them  if  I  was  in  Eng- 
land  at  the  Time,     I  vras  however  not  to  be  moved, 
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which  when  John/on  faw,  he  made  another  Propofitionj 
it  was  this,  that  he  (hoiild  embark  with  my  Effedls  on 
Board  a  Veflel  then  in  the  Port,  and  that  I  fhould  go 
by  Land  to  Paris.  This  was  fo  reafonable  that  I  could 
not  but  approve  it.  Accordingly  three  Days  after  yohn- 
fori  had  embarked  I  fet  out  for  France^  and  travelling 
very  leifurely,  arrived  at  Paris  the  2  ill  of  April, 

I  WTote  that  very  Night  to  London^  and  by  the  Re- 
turn of  the  Poll  was  acquainted  of  Johnfon's  fafe  Arrival 
with  my  EfFetls,  and  that  my  Pardon  was  fealed  but  the 
Day  before ;  fo  that  Johnfonh  Forefight  came  in  Time, 
and  I  reaped  that  Benefit,  for  which  few  Men  are 
thankful,  the  Bleffing  of  having  a  Servant  wifer  than 
myfelf.  All  Obftacles  being  now  removed,  I  fet  out 
from  Paris  with  the  Secretary  of  M.  Courtin  the  French 
Ambailador  for  Calais^  and  the  Day  after  we  arrived 
there,  crofled  to  Dover  by  Noon,  and  the  next  Day 
being  May  the  9  th  1676  arrived  in  London^  where  I 
found  all  my  Friends  at  Mr.  Fetherjione's  Lodgings  in 
Aldermanhury^  having  been  fixtcen  Years  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  returning  now  almoft  as  great  a  Stran- 
ger to  it  as  if  I  had  not  been  born  therein, 
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